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PREFACE. 



There is not, perhapsj any subject which 
possesses more interest in the aged Christian's 
mind, or upon which he feels more disposed to 
dwell with pleasurable emotions, than the doctrine 
of a divine superintending Providence. To this 
he traces all the circumstances of his life while 
reviewing the path he has already trod ; and upon 
this he continues to repose his confidence in refe- 
rence to the future. It is while contemplating 
this divine subject that a partial development of 
the character of the Deity is made to his mind. 
In the works of his hands, and in the dispen- 
sations of his Providence, he beholds an exact 
coimterpart of the oracles of sacred truth : and 
through this twofold medium the pious pilgrim 
becomes acquainted and conversant with the Being 
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that permitted the persecution and martyrdom of 
Smith ! Nor was the sudden removal of that vene- 
rable and indefatigable apostle of the heathen, 
Dr. Coke, (surrounded as he was by several young 
soldiers of the cross, who were looking up to him, 
under God, for direction,) leas dark to human sense. 
And yet again, more recently, the Church has been 
called to clothe herself in sackcloth, and weep over 
the remains of those holy, excellent, and devoted 
men of God — the Rev. Mr, Ward, and Dr. Bogue. 
Every feeling, however, that blindness would give 
rise to, must be hushed into silence, while, from the 
holy habitation, we hear an awful voice addressing 
us — " Be still, and know that I am God ! " 

That many leai-ned disquisitions and argumenta- 
tive essays have been, and still might be, written 
on this subject, is certain : but these, it is conceived, 
are not so likely to produce extensive effects as a 
plain unvarnished statement of we 11- accredited facta, 
which might tend, at once, to prove and to exemplify 
the special interference of Divine power, without 
requiring any high degree of mental cultivation in 
order to understand and appreciate them. 

Some of the cases inserted in the following pages 
have never yet been placed before the public eye; 
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having been obtained by the Editor from the lips of 
persons who were themselves the subjects of the 
miraculous interpositions^ or from such as were in 
possession of the circumstances narrated^ and who 
had good reason for believing them to be genuine ; 
other cases are scarce^ having been extracted from 
works not in general circulation; and probably some 
others will be found to have been previously known. 
Those narrations which have been selected from 
other publications are generally given in the words 
of their respective authors ; this will account for a 
diversity of style which the reader may possibly 
observe. 

The work is divided into four parts : and, by a 
reference to the Table of Contents, where each 
division is marked, the reader may immediately 
turn to either — Remarkable Answers to Prayer; 
Help afforded; Deliverance accomplished; or 
Judgments inflicted^ as his inclination may dis- 
pose him to read. 

The present volume makes few pretensions to 
novelty, excepting in the selection and arrangement 
of its contents. Such as it is, however, it is sent 
forth with an ardent desire that it may tend to advance 
the Divine glory ; and, should it be received with 
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approbation by the Christian public, it is not 
unlikely that the Editor may be encouraged to pre- 
pare a second volume of a similar kind. 

That it may be instrumental of benefit to the aged 
Christian, to the pious youth of both sexes, and to 
the, at present, thoughtless sinner, is the fervent 
prayer of 

THE EDITOR, 
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PART I, 

PRAYER ANSWERED. 



O, say what has worth aboye silver and gold, 
What their stores cannot purchase, declare ; 

Whose infinite value can never be told ! 

*Tis the breath of the Christian — ^*tis Prayer. 

Prayer claims for its origin grace in the soul ; 

*Tis omnipotent where it is given ; 
Can blessings obtain, and can sorrows control. 

And e'en open the windows of heaven. 

With vigour supernal it combats each foe ; 

Nor yet in the conflict it tires, 
But, rising more mighty from each deadly blow, 

A durable triumph acquires. 

Like Jacob it wrestles, like Jacob prevailsi 
With the great omnipresent I AM, 

And opens a way to the heavenly vales 
Through the blood of the crucified Lamb. 



TQE WELL DISCOVERED. 

(Grenesis xxi* 19. 

When Hagar qnd her son Ishmael were expelled the 
^Quse- of Abraham, they were sent away without any 
servant to attend them on their rough and perilous 
journey, and without any other provision for their neces- 

B 
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sjties than a scanty pittance of bread, and a bottle of 
wa(«'. This pitiful supply was soon exhausted ; and, 
to increase their distress, they missed their way among 
the sandy tracts of the wilderness of Beersheha. In 
this forlorn and destitute condition, wandering ahout 
without food, witliout a path, without a. guide, without 
any prospect of succour or deliverance, Ishmael was 
overcome with fatigue and privation ; and, being appa- 
rently at the point of death, was laid hy his agonized 
mother beneath the friendly shadow of one of the shrubs. 
His wretched parent, unable to witness the last agonies 
' of her child, went and sat over against him a good way 

off, and lifted up her voice and wept. 

At this critical period, the Almighty graciously vouch- 
safed to interfere. He had heard the supplications which 
it appears Islunael addressed to tlie throne of mercy; 
and dispatched a ministering spirit to direct the eye of 
the mother to a well of water which had previously 
been unperceived by her. Thus, at tlie very moment 

twhen this afflicted mother and son were perishing with 
thirst, an abundant supply was afforded them. 



THE PRAYING SERVANT. 



r thy way unto the Lord, trust also in him, 
and he shall bring it to pass: he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart." Such is the injunction, and 
such the promise of the word of truth ; a promise which 
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was most signally verified in tlie case of Eliezer, Abra- 
ham's servant, when he was seeking o wife for Isaac. 

It seems that Abraham had long travelled the wilder- 
ness of this world ; and, expecting very soon to he 
gathered to his lathers, he naturally felt anxious for 
the settlement of his only son ; who, although he was 
about forty years of age, had not yet taken hira a wife. 
It was the desire of Abraham, that a person should 
be selected from his own kindred, and if passible from 
the house of his nearest relation ; and Eliezer, his 
steward, was intrusted with the execution of his inten- 

Having received has master's instructions, and en- 
gaged to obey them, Eliezer departed for Mesopotamia : 
and having arrived at the outskirts of the city of Nahor, 
after a journey of four hundred and sixty miles, he made 
his thirsty camels kneel down to drink at a well which 
appears to have been sunk there for the purpose of 
watering cattle. 

While the beasts were satisfying the demands of 
nature, the active mind of the faithfiil steward was 
intent upon his commission ; and, confidently reljing 
on the wisdom and goodness of God, he fervently sup- 
plicated His blessing and assistance, saying, "O Lord 
God of my master Ahraliara, I pray thee, send me good 
speed this day." He then with humility requested, in 
order that his way might be made plain, that the person 
whom God had appointed for Isaac might come to tliat 
well with a pitcher for water. 

The pious Eiiezer had scarcely concluded his petition, 
before his desires were granted, Rebekah, the grand- 
daiigliter of Nahor, Abraham's brother, carae forth with 

fcjtttcher to the well to give water to her camels. At 
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the request of EHezer, she good-naturedly drew water 
for the camels of Abraham also, and thus afforded the 
steward the very token of success which he had just 
requested of the Almighty : and, after introducing the 
favoured servant to her family, and obtaining the consent 
of her relatives, she returned with him to the house of 
her intended husband ; and subsequently became the 
beloved and affectionate wife of Isaac. 

Surely, ** the steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord." 



THE FUGITIVES DELIVERED. 

Exodus xiv. 

In whatever way Jehovah may make use < of wicked 
men to accomplish his purposes in the necessary chas- 
tisement of his people, his wise permission of their 
unrighteous excesses by no means exonerates them from 
criminality, inasmuch as the acts they commit are the 
result of a free exercise of their own wiUs. When per- 
secutors, however, attempt to go beyond the line which 
God himself has marked out, they will be checked in 
their career, and their own arrows will be made to re- 
bound upon themselves. 

We see this exemplified in the history of Israel's 
deliverance from Egypt. The people had long groaned 
beneath the iron bondage of Pharaoh, and groaned appa- 
rently in vain. At length, however, it was shewn that 
their prayer was not disregarded by Him who sitteth 
in the heavens ; for he declared — ** I have heard their 
cry by reason of their taskmasters, and am come down 
to deliver them.'* The command was then given to 
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release them : and when Pharaoh hardened his heart 
against the messengers of the Lord, and ohstinatcly 
refused to let the people go, plague followed plague 
apon Egypt, in rapid auecession, until the destroying 
angel had slain the flower of the land in the destruction 
of the first-born. Terrified at this last stroke, and 
fearing lest his subjects should be swept away, and his 
very empire annihilated, the tyrant thrust the people iiut 
in all haste. No sooner, however, had his feeling of 
terror, occasioned by the last of the plagues, subsided, 
than the king of Egypt repented that he had permitted 
the Israelites to depart; and, resolving to pursue them, 
and again bind upon theni the fetters of bondage, he im- 
mediately summoned his chariots, his horses, and his 
men of war; and, himself leading the van, gave chase 
to the fiigitivcs. The affrighted multitude licheld their 
enemies approaching, and were seized with consterna- 
tion ; for escape appeared impossible. Before them, 
rolled the deep waters of the Red Sea, — eighteen miles 
wide ; — on either side, were fearful craggy rocks, whose 
cloud-capped tops towered high above their view; in 
their rear were seen, ghttering in the rays of the setting 
sun, the polished armour, the brazen shields, and the 
instnunenta of war, used by tlioir pursuing enemies ; 
while the ratthng of the chariots, the neighings and 
prancings of the war-horses, and the shouts of the sol- 
diery, terrified and appalled them. In tliis extremity, 
" the ChOdren of Israel cried out unto the Lord." Ini- 
mediat«ly the command was given by Jehovah to Moses 
his prophet, " Speak unto the Children of Israel, that 
they go forward." Prayer had prevailed ; and Israel 
must assuredly be free. The waters of the Red Sea 
were accordingly suspended in their course; and, parting 
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in the midst, the hosts of the Lord, led' on by Moses 
and Aaron, marched through the empty channel. Still 
unchecked in his impious career hy this evident miracle 
on behalf of the persecuted Israelites, Pharaoh and his 
men of war pursued in the same train ; when the waters, 
with an impetuous rush, returned to their bed, and both 
chariots and horsemen " sank like lead in the miglity 
waters." 
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THE LCPER CURED. 

Numbe» xii. 13. 
Of all the diseases with which the human body is 
afflicted, none appears to be more dreadful than the le- 
prosy. This disease was frequently inflicted by the 
immediate hand of God far some heinous sin. Ge- 
hazi was thus punished for covetousness and Mse- 
hood ; Uzziah, for invading the priest's office ; and, 
in the instance to which more especial allusion is 
now to he made, Miriam, the sister of Moses, for 
insulting the prophet of the Lord, Moses, however, 
did not triumph over her, or rejoice because of the 
frightful spectacle she presented. No : he forgave and 
pitied her. God had taken up the quarrel. View- 
ing himself as insulted in the person of Moses, it was 
from him that the calamity proceeded, and he alone 
could remove it. Moses knew this ; and he therefore 
eried unto the Lord for her, saying, " Heal her now, 
O God, I beseech thee." The importunity of this 
favoured servant of the Lord prevailed ; and after she 
had been shut out from the camp seven days as a public 
reprehension for her sin, she was received in again, the 
leprosy being entirely removed. 
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' Asa succeeded liia father Abijai in the government 
of Judah. His mother Maachah, the daughter of Abi- 
thalom, a noted idolater, undertook the education of 
her son ; who, although he was thus, from his family 
connexions, much exposed to the sin of idol-worsliip, 
was, nevertheless, mercifully preserved from that evil, 
and became eminently pious, and zealous for the honour 
of Jehovah. During the first ten years of his reign, ho 
was not annoyed by war ; and, in order to take advan- 
tage of tliis happy circumstance, he sedulously appKed 
Hmaelfto the improvement of his kingdom, by destroy- 
ing and extirpating the high places, the groves, and the 
Other scats of idolatry, where dumb idols received the 
homage due to God alone, and by inculcating and en- 
forcing the worship of Jehovah. Judging that tlie best 
means to prevent war was to shew himself prepared for 
it, be fortified his principal cities, exercised his subjecta 
in the use of arms, and trained a force of three hundred 
thousand Jews, armed with targets and spears; and two 
hundred and eighty thousand Benjamit*s, armed with 
shields and bows. 

After reigning between twelve and fourteen years, 
the prosperity and piety of Asa appear to have excited 
the envy and Itatred of his idolatrous neighbours ; for 
we itnd that Zcrah, king of Ethiopia, invaded Judea, at 
the head of an immense army, composed of a million of 
foot soldiers, and three hundred chariots armed witli 
scythes. Asa, however, was unintimidated by the su- 
■Jpetior numbers of his adversary ; and, collecting his 



own troops, he boldly advanced to the valley of Zeph- 
atha, to encounter the invadera. After making the 
necessary preparations for the unequal conflict, he 
placed himself in the front of his army, and, stretching 
forth his hands towards heaven, he invoked the blessing 
and assistance of the Lord his God, auying, " Lord, it 
is nothing with thee to help, whether with miuiy, or 
with them that have no power ; help us, O Lord our 
God ; for we rest on tliee, and in thy name we go 
against this multitude. O Lord, thou art our God ; 
let not man prevail against thee," The reliance upon 
the Almighty, which Asa thus expressed, was the result 
of true piety ; and his God, whom he trusted, did not 
forsake him in the time of trouble. Terror spread 
tlu'ough the hostile ranks ; and the Ethiopians fled 
before Asa and his army. Having thus discomfited his 
adversaries, with a force amounting to little more than 
half their number, he smote and destroyed all their 
cities round about Gerar, and then returned to Jeru- 
salem, laden with spoil. 

" O Lord of hosts, blessed is tlie man that trustcth 
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" Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver 
thee," has been the support of many a depressed and 
sinking soul, to whom, in attending to the divine 
command, has speedily been appointed " beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
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Daniel, who had been carried captive to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar, employed himself in a diligent perusal 
of the predictions of Jeremiah the prophet, from which 
he ascertained that the captivity of the Children of Israel 
was to continue for the term of seventy years. Having 
carefully calculated the commencement of this period, 
and the probable time of its conclusion, according to the 
prophetical writings, he felt firmly convinced that its 
predicted duration was nearly terminated ; and he 
accordingly sought the favour of God on behalf of 
himself and his people, by fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer. While with deep contrition he confessed his 
own sinfulness, and the many transgressions of the 
nation to which he belonged ; he ferventiy implored the 
mercy of the Lord in their speedy deliverance. And 
how was his petition received ? Not like that of the 
priests of Baal, when, writhing under the satire of 
Elijah, they cut themselves with knives and lancets, 
and leaped upon the altar which was made, saying, 
** O Baal, hear us !" No : on this, as on many other 
occasions, there was a frilfilment of that promise of 
Isaiah — "While they are yet speaking, I will hear." 
While Daniel was speaking, and praying, and con- 
fessing his sin, and the sin of his people Israel, and 
presenting his supplication before the Lord his God 
for the holy mountain of his Gx)d, the angel Gabriel 
swiftiy flew to him with a message of consolation, 
assuring him that his prayer was heard, and his petition 
would be granted. 
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TKI KKCOBD OF PRO VISE NCS. 



THE PRISONER DELIVERED. 



How vain are the attempts of wicked and cruel men 
to destroy or injure those whom God dehghta to save I 
and how easily are they disappointed in their designs 1 

During a violent persecution, directed against the 
Church at JeruBalem, by Herod, the king of Judea, Oie 
apostle Peter was seized by his order, and committed 
to prison, under the chajge of four quaternions, or 
sixteen soldiers. The royal tyrant had already killed 
James the brother of John, with the sword ; and lie 
purposed, after the feast of the passover, to give another 
specimen of his tender mercies in the public execution 
of St. Peter. We gather from the inspired narrator 
of these events, that the safe custody of the prisoner 
was a matter of much moment. It is not improbable 
that he was tlu^st into the imier prison, and that the 
doors of this interior receptacle were fastened with the 
usual massive locks and holts. It appears, that a 
soldier was fixed on each side of him, being attached 
to the same chain which passed round the apostle, as 
indeed was customary in those days ; and other men 
under arms patrolled in front of the prison, in conse- 
quence, perhaps, of a notion that the disciples might 
attempt his rescue. Thus guarded, with every care 
for liis security, Peter was reserved for the day of 
terror ; and Herod triumphed, exulting in the approach 
of the expected catastrophe. 

During Peter's confinement, prayer had been made 
for liim by the Church, " without ceasing :" but the 
last night of his imprisonment came, and the morrow 
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was appointed for the brutal gratification of his perse- 
cutors, without any indication of divine interposition. 
At this important crisis, £ai from relaxing in holy 
fervour, the Church of Jerusalem approached the throne 
of grace with redoubled zeal : the effectual fervent 
prayer of many righteous men and women ascended 
to heaven, and '* availed much." 

While Peter, unterrified by his imminent danger, 
lay sleeping between his keepers, and no visible way 
of escape presented itself ; lo ! 

" Just in the last distressing hour 
The Lord display'd delivering power:" — 

A supernatural light filled the dreary dungeon ; and 
the angel of the Lord stood before Peter. The divine 
messenger gently waked the man of God from his 
profound slumber, his heavy chains instantly fell off, 
and " liberty was proclaimed to the captive, the 
opening of the prison to him that was bound." 
Under the guidance of his celestial convoy, Peter 
went from between his keepers: bolts and bars pre- 
sented no impediment; the iron gate flew open, and 
the wondering apostle found himself at the distance of 
a street from the place of his incarceration. Then, 
hastening to the abode of his friends, and finding them 
still praying on his behalf, Peter related the wonders 
of his deliverance ; and many a thanksgiving no doubt 
resounded to the praise of Him, who had thus rescued 
his favoured servant from a cruel death, and strengthened 
the cause of his faithful people. 
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THE ARROW DIRECTED. 

Speed, in his History of Britain, informs us, that 
Richard I. was hesieging a castle with his army, when 
the hesieged offered to surrender if he would grant 
them quarter. He, however, refiised their request, 
and threatened to hang up every one of them. Upon 
this, a certain soldier on the ramparts charged his bow 
with a square arrow, and, praying that Grod would 
vouchsafe to direct the shot, and deliver the innocent 
from oppression, he discharged the shaft upon the ranks 
of the besiegers. The arrow struck the king himself, 
inflicting a wound of which he soon afterwards died, and 
the objects of his vengeance were thus ^ielivered. 



EMBARRASSMENT REMOVED. 

A POOR but pious widow in the town of F , whose 

only means of support for herself and family are what 
she derives from selling a few small articles of grocery, 
&c., was recently in the utmost perplexity and trouble, 
on account of a small bill which she owed, and which 
she did not possess the power of discharging. The day 
arrived on which the creditor was to call for the money, 
but she still found herself destitute ; the very hour of 
his expected arrival came, but still no assistance was 
. discernible. She, however, had made her case known 
to Him who has promised to be a husband to the 
widow, and a father to the fatherless : and now, in 
the extremity of her apprehensions, 

< To Sion'8 hill she rais'd her eyes, 
From thence expecting^ aid." 
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A sound of some person entering her shop reached her 
ear ; and she fancied that she already heard the voice of 
ber creditor demanding, " Pay me that thou owest!" — 
when, to her great surpriae, she found that a party of 
sailors, about twenty in number, accompanied by their 
lieutenant, were crowding into her humble dwelling : 
and these persons made different purchases, which alto- 
gether amounted to the very sum which she owed. 
Thus rescued from her embarrassment and her anxieties, 
her prayer was converted into praise ; and with grati- 
tude she acknowledged the faithfulness of Him who has 
said, " Let thy widows trust in me." 
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THE PRAYJNG BAND. 



The following is copied from an interesting periodical 
work, entitled, " The Herald of Peace." The instance 
here given of divine protection being afforded to the 
people of God, and of the powerful influence of prayer 
over tie minds even of barbarians, will serve as an 
encouragement to those who, like the subjects of the 
narrative, may be persecuted for righteousness' sake. 

" During the rebellion in Ireland in 1798, the rebels 
had long meditated an attack on the Moravian settlement 
at Grace Hill, Wexford county. At length, they put 
their threat in execution, and a large body of them 
inarched to the town. When they arrived there, they 
found no one in the streets, nor in the houses. The 
brethren had long expected the attack ; but, true to 
their Christian profession, they would not have recourse 
to arms for their defence, but assembled at their chapel. 
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and; in Bolemn prayer, besought Him in whom ttey 
trusted, to be their Shield in the great hour of danger. 
Tlie ruffian-band, hitherto brcftthing nothing but de- 
struction and slaughter, were struck with astoniahraent 
at this novel sight. ^Vheu they expected armed bands, 
they saw them clasped in prayer ; when they expected 
weapon to weapon, and the body armed for tlie fight, 
they saw tbe bended knee and the hiunble head before the 
altar of the Prince of Peace. They heard the prayer 
for protection ; they heard the intended victims asking 
mercy for their murderers ; they heard the soi^ of 
praise, and the hymn of confidence in the " sure 
promise of the Lord," They beheld in silence the little 
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band of Christians ; they felt uiiublt 

against them ; and after lingering in the 

they filled, for a night and a day, with oi 

turned and marched away from the place, 

injured a single individual, or purloined 

bread. In consequence of tliis signal mark of protection 

fiTim Heaven, the inhabitants of the neighbouring village a 

brought their goods, and asked for shelter in Cirace Hill, 

which they called, " The City of Refuge." 



e their hands 
treets, which 
consent they 
thout having 
single loaf of 



; GOUT REMOVED. 



The following remarkable circumstance is found in 

lUie Life of the Rev. Robert Bdio, a nonconformist 

who was ejected from Wickham -Bishop in 



" While Mr. Bilio was at Hatfield- Peverel, he was 
seized with the gout, which took away the use of both 
kis legs, and of one arm, so that he was scarcely able to 
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go with tnitches. After he had been m this condition 
for some time, being one day alone in his parlour, he 
felt his mind drawn to go to prayer ; when, with some 
difficulty, he crept up into hia chamber, and poured out 
his soul before the Lord. While he was praying, he 
found himself strengthened ; and when he rose from his 
knees, his pain was gone, and he walked as well as ever. 
He came to his wife with great joy, and told her of God's 
goodness to him ; but, at first, she could scarcely teU 
how to believe him." 
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A SAFE VOYAflE GRANTED. 



excellent Mr. Flavel, who was ejected from 
Dartmouth, after having been absent from that place for 
some time, returned thither again, expecting, in conse- 
quence of some indulgence which had been granted to 
the nonconformists, to be permitted to minister to hia 
flock there. His enemies, however, were too powerful ; 
and he was, at length, in such danger from them, that 
he found it necessary to return to London, in order to 
aTOid imprisonment. He took his passage by sea ; and 
when the vessel was near the Isle of Portland, so violent 
a storm came on, that the mariners were all of opinion 
they could not pbssibly escape shipwreck, tmless the 
wind should change. At this juncture, Mr. Flavel re- 
quested the ship's company to join with him in prayer ; 
and he accordingly committed himself and them to the 
providence of God. No sooner was prayer ended, than 
the wind altered favourably ; and one of the crew came 
down from the deck, shouting, " Deliverance ! God is a 
God hearing prayer ! " Mr. Flavel reached London in 
safety, and died in tranquillity many years afterwards. 



DIVINE INTERPOSITION. 

The celebrated Le Clerc, in the " Bibliotheque Anci- 
enne et Modeme," published by him in the beginning 
of the last century, observes as follows : — 

" In the number of providential interjKisitions in 
answer to prayer, may be placed what happened on 
the coast of HoUand in the year 1672. Tlie Duteh ex- 
pected an attack from their enemies by sea, and public 
prayers were ordered for their deliverance. It came to 
pass, that when their enemies waited only for the tide, in 
order to land, the tide was retarded, contrary to its usual 
course, for twelve hours; so that their enemies were 
obliged to defer their attempt to another opportunity, 
which they never found, Iteeauae a atorm arose after- 
wards, and drove them from the coast." 



LIFE SP. RED 

The late Rev. Mr. Fletch f M d 1 y 
passing a house, when, observmg un 
of people around the door, he q d h use of it; 
and was informed that a poor d h child lay 

dying. He immediately enter 1 h dw 11 and found 
a woman there who had not 1 g b d 1 ered, and 
who appeared to be very near death. Little better was 
the case of her infant, who was convulsed from head to 
foot. The room being iilled with people, Mr. Fletcher 
look occasion, from the melancholy spectacle before 
them, to point out the dreadful effects of sin ; dwelling 
particularly on the awful circumstances in which the 
I. human race is placed, through the sin of our first parents. 
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Theft, turning from the contemplation of that awfiiUest 
of dll deaths to ii^hich the soul of the sinner is exposed 
in consequence of sin, he expatiated on the divine atone- 
ment of the Second Adam, and of the hlessings that may 
he received through him* In conclusion, he said, ** He 
is ahle to raise the dead! He is ahle to save you all 
from sin, as well as to deliver these two poor ohjects- 
from death. Come," he added, ** let us ask him to 
save hoth us and them.*' He then knelt down in the 
midst of the people, and, with that holy fervour for 
which he was so remarkahle, he wrestled with God. 
Nor did he wrestle in vain. The convulsions under 
which the child had lahoured soon ceased ; and the en- 
feebled mother became easy, lively, and strong. The 
people looked on with speechless astonishment; and, 
while they were thus, as it were, entranced, the vene- 
rable minister silently withdrew. 



A FAITHFUL PREDICTION. 

John Fox, the celebrated martyrologist, had once a 
memorable mterview with a distinguished lady of the 
name of Honeywood. Her concern for the salvation of 
her soul was so great, her doubts and fears so very dis- 
tressing, and her sorrow of mind so grievous, that she 
sunk into utter despair, a state of mind which had such 
an effect on her bodily health as brought her to death's 
door, and kept her in a gradual consumption for almost 
twenty years. In vain did physicians administer their 
medical assistance : for her disease, which originated in 
a spiritual cause, required a supernatural remedy. There 
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PEOVIDENCE. 
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WSH but ONE Physician whose power and akill could 
reach her case; even that almighty Pliysician who 
" healeth tliose that are broken in heart, and giveth 
medicine to heal their sickneGs." In vain did the ablest 
and most evangelical ainisterG preach to her the comforts 
of the Gospel, and labour to persuade her of the willing- 
ness and certainty wherewith Christ receives every coming 
sinner : the Holy Spirit alone could preach to her heart 
with efficacy ; and he had not yet vouchsafed, in all those 
years, to visit and refresh her soul. At length, Mr. Fox 
was sent for ; who, on his arrival, found a most mourn- 
ful family, and the mistress of it the deepest mourner 
among them all. The holy man prayed with her ; and 
thenrc minded her of what the faithful God had promised, 
and what Christ had done and suffered for her sold. But 
even this seemed of no avail; for still she could not 
believe that the Gospel promises, and the merits of Jesiu, 
belonged to her. Mr. Fox, not in the least discouraged, 
went on ; and at length, to the wonder of tliose about 
her, expressed himself to the following effect; — "You 
will not only recover of your bodily disease, but also 
live to an exceedingly great age : and, what is still better, 
you are interested in Christ, and will go to heaven 
when you die." — Looking earnestly at I'ini as he spoke 
these words, she exclaimed with much emotion, " Im- 
possible I I shall as surely be damned, as this glass wiU 
break :"■ — and she immediately dashed a Venice glass 
(which she was holding in her hand) with much force 
against the wall. The glass fell first upon a chest, and 
then upon the ground ; but was neither broken, nor so 
much as cracked. The event proved that Mr. Fox did 
not prophesy by the spirit of error. Mrs. Honeywood 
was then sixty years old ; and she lived in much comfort 



and felicity till she was upwards of ninety, enjoying the 
rest of her days in great spiritual glitdneas. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MINISTRY. 



AiTED," says Dr. Doddridge, " upon Dr. Edmund 
Calamy, to beg his advice and assistance that I might 
be brought up a minister, which has always been my 
great desire. He gave me no encouragement in it, but 
advised me to turn my thoughts to something else. It 
was with great concern that I received such advice ; but 
1 desire to follow providence, and not to force it. The 
Lord give me grace to gloriiy him in whatever station 
he sets me .' then, here am I ; let him do with me what 
seemeth good in hia sight." 

About three weeks after this discouragement, he had 
thoughts of entering on the studies of the law, to which 
he was encouraged by the celebrated Mr. Horseman. He 
recommended him to a counseUor, Mr. Eyre, who made 
him some very good proposals ; and he was just on the 
point of determining to settle with him, hut, before he re- 
turned his final answer, he devoted one morning solemnly 
to seek God for direction ; and while he was actually en- 
gaged in this suitable exercise, the postman called at the 
door with a letter from Dr. Clark, in which he told him 
that he had heard of his difficulties, and offered to take 
him under his care, if he chose the ministry on Christian 
principles : and, indeed, there were no other, that in 
his circumstances, could invite him to such a choice. 
"This," says Dr. Doddridge, " I looked upon almost 
aa an answer from heaven : and while I hve, I shall 
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iilways adore bo seasonable an interposition of Divine 
Providence. I have sought God's direction in all thia 
matter ; and I hope I have had it. My only view, in 
my choice, has been, that of more extensive semce ; 
and I beg God would make me an instrument of doing 
much good in the world. ' 

Thus was the doctor led into the ministry, and a foun- 
dation laid for his eminent usefulness. 



PERSECUTION STOPPED. 



a generally received opinion, that the fourth 
general persecution against the Christians, was termi- 
nated, by the following interposition of Divine Provi- 
dence in answer to prayer. 

When the two brothers, Marcus Antoninus and Marcus 
Aurelius CommoduB, emperors, joining together, warTed 
against the Quadcs, Vandals, Sarmates, and Germans, 
the Roman army was shut up between the deiiles of the 
mountains in hot dry places, where the soldiery, besides 
other difficulties, were destitute of water five days, and 
were in danger of perishing. In this great emergency, 
a legion of Christian soldiers suddenly withdrew from 
the army, and, falling prostrate on the earth, by fervent 
prayer obtained a double relief. God gave pleasant 
showers wherewith the soldiers quenched their thirst ; 
and great numbers of their enemies were discomfited by 
continual lightnings. This miracle so pleased the em- 
peror, that ever afterwards he was gentle to the Chris- 
tians ; and he directed his letters to the rulers, (as 
'ertullian proves in his Apology,) commanding them to 



THE RECORD OF PROVIDENCE. 21 

give thanks to the God of the Christians, no less for his 
victory, than for the preservation of himself and all his 
army. 



THR PROFLIGATE CONVERTED. 

A MINISTER from England, happening some time since 
to he at Edinhurgh, was accosted hy a yoimg man in 
the street, who, making an apology for the liherty he 

was taking, said, " I think. Sir, I have heard you at 

Chapel?" — " You prohahly may. Sir," returned the 
minister, **for I have sometimes ministered there." — 
" Do you rememher," rejoined the young man, " a note 
put up hy an afflicted widow, hegging the prayers of the 
congregation for the conversion of an ungodly son^? " — 
" I do very well remember such a circumstance," was 
the reply.' — " Sir," said the stranger, " I am the very 
person : and, wonderful to tell, the prayer was effectual. 
Going with some other abandoned young men, one 

Sunday, through , and passing by the chapel, I was 

struck with its appearance ; and we agreed to go in and 
mingle with the crowd, and stop for a few minutes to 
Imigh and mock at the preacher and the people. We 
had just entered, when you. Sir, read the note, request*- 
ing the prayers of the congregation for an afflicted 
widow's profligate son. I was struck to the heart: 
and, though I had no idea that I was the very indi- 
vidual meant, I felt that it expressed the bitterness of 
a widow's heart, who had a child so wicked as I felt 
myself to be. My mind was instantly solemnized : I 
could not laugh ; my attention was riveted on the 
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preacher ; I heard his prayer and sermon with an im- 
pression very ditfertnt from that which had carried me 
into the place. From that moment the truths of the 
Gospel penetrated my heart : I joined the congregation ; 
cried to God in Christ for mercy, and found peace in 
believing ; became my mother's comfort, aa I had been 
her heavy crosa ; and, through grace, have ever since 
continued in the ways of the Lord ! " 
" Is any thing too hard for the Lord 1 " 



THE PIOUS SERVANT-MAID. 

A YOUNG woman-servant at Bath, after having heard 
the Gospel, was converted to the truth. She, like the 
woman of Samaria, could not help speaking of the things 
she had heard and experienced to her fellow-servants, 
Mid the Lord was pleased to accompany her words with 
ft divine bleasLng to three or four of them. The coach- 
man, in particular, was turned away from his service, 
" for fear," as his master said, " that he should turn his 
horses Methodists, and drive them to hell. " 
, In the summer of 1793, the master himself was taken 
i ill, and given over by the physicians. He asked them, 
1 one day, if they thought there was any hope of his reco- 
I >rery. They replied in the negative. Several of his 
friends were in the room at the same time ; and the 
servant-maid before mentioned was there, waiting upon 
the company. The gentieman, with great concern, said, 
" And can none of you all be of any service to a dying 
I man?" Then, speaking to the young woman, he said, 
■' Nor can you help me in this sad condition I " — She 
^lied, " Sir, all that I can do is to pray for you ; and 
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that I have done many times.*' — He answered, with 
some emotion, " Did you ever pray for me ? I insist on 
it that you pray for me now. Shut the door : let not 
(me go out of the room." — ^With fear and tremhling she 
obeyed : and no sooner was prayer ended, than, putting 
his hands together, he said, *' Now I know that Chnst is 
Grod, and able to forgive my sins." — He lived a few 
days longer, and gave happy evidence of the power and 
grace of God. 



A VALUABLE SERVANT. 

A FEMALE servant, named Mary, a possessor of 
genuine religion, heard her master and mistress one 
day complaining that trade was so bad, that if their shop 
did not soon answer better, they must close it. Mary 
was much concerned ; and at night was overheard by 
her mistress in prayer, as follows : — " O Thou, that 
directest the foot of the buyer to the shop of the seller, 
direct customers to my master's house." — The priayer 
was heard : business returned ; her master even grew 
nctk ; and Mary was remembered in his will. 



THE PRAYING AGA. 

While Mr. Wieniger, a Moravian missionary, was on 
a visit in Benessa, he one day, in company with two of 
his fellow-missionaries, took a walk in a large garden 
on the Nile. While admiring the beauty and magnifi- 
cence of the place, its proprietor, a rich aga, attired in 
all the splendour of eastern costume, met them, and 
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received them with great courtesy, enquiring who they 
were, and whether they were all brethren. Having 
received an answer to various questions, he addressed 
Mr. Wieniger personally, and asked, " Why do you 
wear a beard, and not your brethren? You are cer- 
tainly a priest."- — ^Aware of the extreme danger of 
speaking on religious subjects with Mahomedans, Mr. 
Wieniger replied, that his wearing a beard was a mere 
matter of convenience. — This answer did not satisfy 
the aga, but he continued the conversation in the fol- 
lowing manner : — " You are a priest : do not keep me 
longer in suspense. I have prayed to God Almighty^ 
to make me acquainted with a man who could tell me 
what I must do to be saved: and I have received an 
answer from God, that a man should come into my 
garden, who would tell me what to do. I am convinced 
you are that man : and now tell me plainly." — ^The 
missionary replied that he would not presume to teach 
a Mahomedan; but directed him to seek instructioti 
from his own priest. " No," replied the aga ; " I am 
firmly convinced, that I and all the followers of Ma- 
homet are not in the right way : there must be another 
way to salvation ; and this you must declare to me. 
I am well aware that we shall both be put to death if 
our present conversation is divulged : but be not afraid ; 
you have to do with an honest man who will not hurt 
you." — He spoke with such visible emotion as greatly 
affected the missionary, who could refrain no longer, but 
said, " I will tell you what a Christian must do to be 
saved." — At these words the aga took Mr. Wieniger by 
the hand, and led him to a fig-tree, saying, " Come^ 
thou man of God ; here, on this spot, where I have so 
often prayed to God, you shall tell me what I must 
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do." — The missionary now laid aside all reserve, and 
discoursed with him on the creation of the world, the 
£elQ of man, and his recovery by the redemption of 
Christ. 

The aga listened with astonishment ; and, amid a 
flood of tears, exclaimed, '* O Jesus, thou art seated 
at the right hand of Grod, have mercy upon me. Be 
my Saviour also ! " After a pause, he continued, ** Yes, 
Lord Jesus, I behold thee as wounded and crucified for 
my sins : now thou art become my Saviour.*' 

Mr. Wieniger and his brethren retired, silently ad- 
miring the ways of divine wisdom, and earnestly sup- 
jdicating mercy for the Mahomedan, whose eyes seemed 
in a gteat degree opened to see his danger as a sinner, 
and Mb need of a Saviour. Next morning, before the 
htetk, of day, this aga stood at the door of the mission- 
aries' dwelling, attended by a numerous retinue. This 
greatly alarmed Mr. Wieniger, who hastened out of the 
house, and thus accosted him, — '* Why do you bring so 
many people with you ? " He answered, ^* These people 
are my mamelukes ; they know nothing of our conversa- 
tioii, and have orders to wait in the street till I return. 
I could not endure to be without your and your brethren's 
company; and have not slept the whole night for joy." 

While the missionaries continued in the country, this 
aga proved himself to be their sincere friend ; and, as 
fiur as they could judge, remained &ithful to the light 
he had received ; althougb, like Nicodemus of old, he 
did not make a public profession of Christianity. 
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A SEASONABLE SHOWER. 

The Rev. John Pawson Slater relates the following. 
** I was stationed in York in 1783. In the spring of 
t^t year, the weather was remarkahly dry for a long 
time ; so that when the com was sown, there was Bot 
sufficient moisture in the ground to cause it to sprout 
out, but it lay there quite dry. A &rmer, who th^d 
lived at Wistow, near Tadcaster» came, und«r deep 
concern of mind, to our Mend who entertained the 
preacher, and said, * Thomas, I wish you would desire 
your preacher to pray for rain.' Our Mend repHed, 
' I was at Selby last Wednesday ni^t, and I heard 
such a prayer offered to God for rain, as I nevev heard 
before in all my life.' 'Then,' said Hie maa, ' w« shall 
have some.' And he was not mistaken; for the Lord 
granted our request, and sent a plentiM rain upon tiie 
earth, so that the poor fonner's heart was made f^tuL 
He attended the preaching the next time I came to 
Wistow, but whether it had any saving effeet upon hm 
mind, I am not able to say. 

'* At the same period, a certain fonner, in a neig^** 
bouring parish, as he was walking along with theminietar 
to the church, desired him to read the prayers appdated 
to be offered at the time of drought. The minister re- 
plied, * We may pray as we will ; but we shall have bo 
rain till the moon change.' So little es^ctation had 
this man from that bountiful Grod, who giveth us ' rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons,' filling our mouths 
with food, and our hearts with gladness !" 



THE RECORD OF PROVIDENCE. ^^7' 

THE INVALID RESTORED. 

Dr. Whitehead, going to preach at a little village, 
was requested by the occupier of the house, to pray for 
his daughter, Who lived about ten miles distant, and 
was dang^ously ill of a fever. The poor man had 
that day received a letter from his wife, who had gone 
to visit her daughter, stating that the young woman's 
life was despaired of. The doctor did as he was re- 
quested, in the most warm and affectionate manner. 
Late that evening, or very early next morning, while 
the young woman's mother was sitting by her daughter's 
bedside, (the poor patient having been in a strong deli- 
rium for several days,) the invalid opened her eyes, and 
hastily addressed her mother thus : '* O, mother, I have 
been dreaming that I saw a man lifting up his eyes and 
hands to heaven, and fervently praying to God for my 
recovery^ The Lord has heard his prayers, and my fever 
i& gone; but what is far better, the Lord has spoken 
peace to my soul, and sealed his pardoning love on my 
heart. I know it ; I feel it, my dear mother : and his 
^ixit bears witness with my spirit, that I am a child of 
God, and a heir of glory." Her mother, still thinking 
that she was in a delirium, desired her to compose her- 
self and remain quiet.. The daughter replied, *' My dear 
mother, I am in no delirium now ; I am perfectly in 
my senses : do help me to rise, that upon my bended 
knees I may praise God." Her mother did so; and 
they both praised the Lord with joyful lips ; and from 
that hour the young woman recovered so rapidly, that 
she was soon able to attend to the affairs of the family 
where she lived. She had never seen Dr. Whitehead 
previous to this remarkable time; but, some weeks 
c2 
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afterwards, she saw him ; and the moment she beheld 
his face she fainted away. As soon as she came to 
herself, she said, ** Sir, you are the person I saw in my 
dream, when I was ill of a fever: and I beheld you 
lift up your hands and eyes to heaven, and most fer- 
vently pray for my recovery and conversion to (rod. 
The Lord in mercy heard your prayers; and he an- 
swered them to the healing of my wounded spirit, and 
to the restoration of my body to its former health and 
strength : and I have walked in the light of his coun- 
tenance from that time to the present; and I trust I 
shall do so as long as I live, and to all eternity ! " 



THE PRAYING SOLDIER. 

DuRiNo some unhappy commotions in Ireland, a 
private in the army of Lord Comwallis was daily 
observed to be absent from his quarters, and from the 
company of his fellow-soldiers. He began to be sus- 
pected of withdrawing himself for the purpose of holding 
intercourse with the rebels : and on this suspicion, pro- 
bably increased by the malice of his wicked comrades, 
he was tried by a court-martial, and condemned to die. 
The marquis, hearing of this, wished to examine the 
minutes of the trial ; and not being satisfied, sent for 
the man to converse with him. Upon being inter- 
rogated, the prisoner solemnly disavowed every trea- 
sonable practice and intention, declaring his sincere 
attacWent to his sovereign, and his readiness to live 
and die in his service. He affirmed, that the real cause 
of his frequent absence was, that he might obtain a 
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place of retirement for the purpose of private prayer, 
for which his lordship knew he had no opportunity 
among his profane comrades, who had become his 
enemies merely on account of his profession of reli- 
^on. He said he had made this defence on his trial, 
but the officers thought it so improbable, that they paid 
no attention to it. The marquis, in order to satisfy 
himself as to the truth of his defence, observed, that^ 
if so, he must have acquired some considerable aptness 
in this exercise ? The poor man replied, that as to his 
ability, he had nothing to boast of. The marquis then 
insisted on his kneeling down, and praying aloud 
before him ; which he did : and he poured forth his 
soul before God with such copiousness, fluency, and 
ardour, that the marquis took him by the hand, and 
said he was satisfied that no man could pray in that 
maimer, whp did not live in the habit of intimacy with 
God. He then not only revoked his sentence, but 
received him into his peculiar favour, placing him 
9mong his personal attendants, and in a way to pro- 
iiU>tion« 



THE KING RESTORED. 

" One of the most remarkable answers to prayer," 
observes the late pious Mr. Pawson, "that I ever 
witnessed, was at the time of His Majesty's sore afflic- 
tion, about fifteen years ago, about the year 1789, 
when I was stationed in the Leeds circuit. As I well 
knew how sincerely our late reverend father, Mr. Wesley, 
loved our gracious sovereign, I waited in earnest expec- 
tation that he would appoint a day of fasting and prayer 
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on his behalf. As this was not done immediately, I 
Appointed one myself ; and we met together for prayer 
at nine o'clock in the morning, and again at twelve. 
Af nine o'clock, the Lord was graciously present with 
us, and we were blessed with great enlargement of heart 
in prayer. But at twelve, in particular, we had a very 
extraordinary time indeed : I shall never forget what I 
then felt in my own mind. Such a divine influence 
evidently rested on all present as it is not easy t6 de- 
scribe; — such freedom of mind, such enlargement Of 
heart, such power to plead and wrestle with God in 
prayer on behalf of the king, as I never was a witness 
of before or since. I believe I am as little governed 
by impressions as any man living ; but I was powerfully 
constrained to believe, that from that very time the 
king would recover : and it was with difficulty I could 
refrain from telling the people so. He did recover from 
that time. How many were prajring for him with us at 
the same time is not for me to say : but the day Mr. 
Wesley appointed for fasting and prayer was spent in 
thanksgiving for the king's recovery. 



PIOUS REMEMBRANCES. 

In Professor Frank's Account of the Footsteps of 
Divine Providence in raising and supporting the Hos- 
pital for the Reception and Education of poor Children, 
and for educating Students in Divinity, we have several 
instances of prayer being answered. 

At one time, when all provision was gone, and their 
necessities were great, he observes, " In the midst of all 
these pressing circumstances, I found one comfort, which 
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was, a presence of mind in prayer, joined with a confi- 
dent dependence upon God, who 'heareth the yonng 
ravens when they cry.' When prayer was over, as 1 
was jnst sittii^ down at the table, I heard somebody 
knock at the door : and when I opened it, there was 
an acquaintance of mine, holding in his hand a letter, 
and a parcel of money WTapped up, which he presented 
to me. I found therein fifty crowns, which were sent a 
great way, and were soon followed by twenty crowns 

" At another time being in great straits, and all our 
provisions being spent, while the daily necessities of the 
poor were calling for large supplies, I closely adhered in 
my mind to that saying—' Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness ; and all these things shall 
be added unto you ;' avoiding temporal cares, and turn- 
ing the whole bent of my soul to God. And when I 
was now laying out the last of the money, I said in my 
thoughts, ' Lord, look upon my necessity.' Then, going 
out of my chamber in order to repmr to the college, where 
I was to attend my public lecture, I unexpectedly found 
a student in my house that waited for my coming out, 
and presented to me the sum of seventy crowns that 
were sent from a place above two hundred English miles 
distant." 

"Another time," continues Professor Frank, "all our 
provisions were spent : but, in addressing myself to the 
Lord, I foujid myself deeply afiected with the fourth 
petition of the Lord's Prayer,^' Give ua this day our 
daily bread ;' and my thoughts were fixed in a more 
egpecial manner upon the words ' this day,' because on 
the very same day we had great occasion for it. Wlile 
Biiwas yet speaking;, a friend of mine came before my 



),/<,AnQtbex time, I was in die deepest poi^}^ and* 
yf)^ was more, I was urged by the importanity. pf those 
t^,W^)re nbout me, calling for a supply to their presfu^g 
n^qe;93i(iea. But, having cast my eye upom ik'^ JPw^ 
Lf^^w^ed them plainly thus, — 'Now, ye pome all^|i^ 
se^lf money oime^ but I know of another. JBeoefcot»g,^ 
g9 • to ;* meaning, the Lord. The words, we^ seapaoely, out- 
of iny mouth, when a friend of mine who.nfas. thj^Jup^ 
come off a journey, put seven pounds. tffR, >f|billipg>f , ao4> 
sij^pence into my hand. This is enough l^ pi|i,t jf^^^fi^i^i^ 
ovit of countenance, and make her ashamed. to a^w^^r; . 
he^.** ..,:.•. t. ....1^;,- ..^ 

How naturally recurs to the mi^^j^t.pMi^j|0»i)QC, 
Holy Writ — "Be careful for nothingi .bu|i in^eii^fii^^. 
thing by prayer and suj^Ucatio^ with ^has^i^gim^^le^i; 
y9ur requests be made known unto Qod V\.. r ,: < [ / ;i . 



A SUPPLY GRANTED. 

,,T£(E Rev. Mr. Pawson piously observes, " In iAkslI 
year 1784, there was an extraordinary drought- .in^^hf^i^ 
middle of the summer, so that the pasture-grounds wei}e»^' 
exceedingly burned^ and the meadows also begun' to 
su^er much from the extreme heat of the weather ; ead,< ' 
what was still more distressing, in many places, thcfre 
we^ suph swarms of caterpillars, that they devottred iall 
before them, and left the ground behind them neajdy as 
bare as the high road. They cut the grass off close to 
the roots, and then devoured it ; so that they cleared the 
ground as they passed along. The country people 
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icpre very seriously alarmed, and the fermers nsed a 
variety of means to destroy them. But all their attempts 
were in vain : there were such astonishing numbers <if 
them, that they covered the fece of the earth where they 
came. Our people at the New Mills, in Derhyshrre, 
kept a day of &sting and prayer on this distressing octra- 
sion ; for the fruits of the earth were in danger of heing 
utterly destroyed. This was on Wednesday, and they 
candnued in prayer the whole day. On Thnraday, the 
drought continued just the same ; so that their ungodly 
neighhours laughed them to aeom, and sud, 'God has 
not regarded your prayer.' On Friday, in the afternoon, 
I was upon a short journey, and came into that neigh- 
hourhood : and I well reraemher the weather was ex- 
ceedingly hot indeed. There was not a cloud npon the 
skies, hut the heavens were as clear as possible ; and I 
never saw a greater prospect of continued drought in all 
my life. Yet, notwithstanding this, before noon the 
heavens were covered with clouds ; and the Lord sent 
abundance of rain, to the inexpreagible joy of the people. 
But still the caterpillars continued ; and how they should 
be delivered from them they knew not. However, the 
Lord sent a whole army of crows ; and they soon cleared 
the ground of Uiem, to the astonishment of the inhabi- 
tants." 

" For all these things I will be enquired of hy you, 
O house of Israel!" Thus the Lord intimated to his 
people hy the prophet Ezekiel ; and therefore he says, 
by Isaiah, " Put me in remembrance, that I may do 
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THE NEEDY RELIEVED. 

A PIOUS couple, in a small way of trade, were once 
very much embarrassedfor want of a small snln of money, 
which they did not know where or how to procure. As 
they sat one day at breakfast, (affairs appearing likely 
to draw to a close very soon,) their difficulty of course 
became the subject of their conversation. The hus- 
band said, ''My dear, there appeitrs to be no way but 
to look upwards. Let us therefore ntno apply to God 
in prayer about it.*' They accordingly both kneeled 
down immediately. Many sentences had not been 
ofiered in prayer, before a person rapped at the door. 
The man went and opened it ; and he found that one 
of their best customers had called for several articles ; 
and, without hesitation, he laid out with them, directly, 
exactly the sum they so greatly wanted. 



THE CHILD RESTORED. 

A STRIKING proof of a particular providence over 
human affairs, is piously given by a grateftil &ther in 
the foUowing manner :— 

" One night, as I lay in bed, two or three hours before 
daybreak, I heard my little boy, who slept in the same 
room, give a deep groan ; but I had no other idea than 
that his sister, who slept with him, had, some way or 
other, given him a blow in her sleep : I therefore took 
no further notice of it, but went to sleep again. I awoke 
soon after daylight, and, to my great surprise, saw the 
child lying on his back on the outside of the bed, quite at 
the foot. I jimiped out of bed, and took him up in my 
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arms, when he feintly groaned and rattled in liis throat ; 
which, indeed, was the only appearance of life that 
remained ; for he was as cold as death, and in every 
other respect Kke a person expiring. I immediately 
put him into my bed, and waited the iseue of a few 
minutes. Affected by the sight of her child, my wife 
burst into tears, and wished me without delay to go for 
medical aasistanee. But, upon examining the child, 
there appeared no symploma of life remaining : there 
was no pulse ; and nothing to be seen of his eyes but the 
white ; his jaws were locked, so that the united strength 
of both of us could not open them ; and eveiy part was 
extremely cold. In short, he was in all respects a per- 
fect corpse. I was then constrained to say, ' You see 
the child is dead ; it is of no use to fetch the doctor to 
a dead person ; we must endeavour to be resigned to 
this dispensation of Providence, and be satisfied with 
ourselves that we have nowise contributed to his dissolu- 
tion.' My own feelings at the same time were inex- 
pressible : and my wife being still desirous that medical 
advice should be called in, I told her I certainly would 
comply with her wishes, but 1 thought we had better 
use the best help first; for it came strongly to my 
mind — 'Although we have no prophet's staft' to put 
upon the child, nor a prophet himself to restore him 
to life, yet the God of providence is now present.' Of 
this I was assured, because I felt his presence in a very 
particular manner ; and an unusual power immediately 
came upon me to wrestle with Him on behalf of the 
child. After we had unitedly besought the Lord lo 
undertake our cause, I rose from my knees and went 
down stairs, in order to go for a doctor, ray wife con- 
tinuing to pray. But, before I opened the door to go 
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out, I Stood up, and again urged my request to Him 
who has all power in heaven and on earth : and while 
I wsA praying, my wife called out to me, — * There are. 
signB of life in the child.' I felt myself encouraged, 
and proceeded for medical advice and assistance. But 
the doctor was not up ; and, as I could only speak with 
the servant through the window, I couM only relate the 
case very imperfectly to him ; so that the medical man 
did not arrive till four hours afterwards. — ^When I re- 
turned, the child looked ghastly; but he had spoken 
faintly, requesting something to eat. In about an hour 
afterwards he spoke more audibly, and requested to go 
down stairs. A person present ad'vised that we i^ould 
dress him, and take him down. After sitting in his 
mother's lap about half an hour, he got down, and began 
to run and play about the house with his sister, being 
as alert and active as if nothing had happened. He had 
been quite indisposed for some time previous to this 
occurrence : but from this time we did not perceive any 
thing to be the matter with him; and he has been 
remarkably well ever since.*' 

** The prayer of £uth shall save <^e sick," says the 
apostle James : and so it appeared on the present, 
occasion. 



THE PIOUS COTTAGER. 

A LADY, who had just sat down to breakfast, had] a. 
strong impression on her mind, that she must instantly 
carry a loaf of bread to a poor man who lived by the 
side of a conmion, about half a mile from her house 
Her jhusband wished her either to postpone her errand^ 
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till after breakiaat, or to send hw little present by a 
servant ; but she chose to take it herself instantly, Ab 
she approached the liut, she heard the noiind of a ])iiiniin 
voice ; and, stepping softly to the door, unperceived bv 
the speaker, she found that the poor man was prayingj 
Among other things, lie said, "O Lord, help me. Lorii. 
thou will help me ; thy promise cannot fail ; and, al- 
though my wife, soif, and children, have no bread to eat, 
and it is now a whole day since we had any, I know 
thou wilt supply me, though thou shouldst again rain 
down manna from heaven." The lady could restrain 
her feelings no longer ; but, opening the door, she 
replied, "God has sent you relief; take this loaf; and 
be encouraged to cast your care upon Him who careth 
for you : and whenever you want a loaf, come to my 
house." 



HELP IN TIME OF NEED. 

A POOR man, who had been obliged to let his hill at 
the baker's nui to a much greater length than usiml, felt 
exceedingly uneasy. Both himself and his wife were 
honest, although they were poor; and they were there- 
fore very desirous of having the debt immediately dis- 
charged. At tliis time, however, they were utterly 
unable to accomplish their object ; and they could 
discern no possible method of doing it witliin a short 
period. As to borrowing the amount, they were both 
averse to this, as the debt would be still in existence, 
though the creditor would be a different person : they 
accordingly determined to avoid this, if possible. It is 
always well, wlieu afflictions have the effect of leading 



S8 THE KECORD Of PKOVICEHCE. 

tlie mind to self-examination. This was the case in 
the present instance. The husband enquired, " Have 
we brought this upon oarselves by our extravagance 1 " 
Their conBciences, however, bore witueas that their 
whoie management had been uniformly the reverse of 
extravagance : the wife, to whom the expenditure had 
principally been delegated, had been frugal in the ex- 
treme ; and was justly reputed, among all who knew 
her, as an excellent economist. The next consideration 
which presented itself was, " Could we have been more 
diligent, and procured more money by dint of industry ?" 
Here again, however, an impartial examination acquitted 
them of culpability. Finding, after various similar 
enquiries that their trial did not appear to be the 
punishment of sin, but rather the exercise of faith, 
they resolved to have recourse to their old expedient 
for deliverance from impending evil : and the Kusband 
resolved to persevere in fervent prayer till relief should 
be granted them. From this time, though not unhappy, 
his spirit was serious and solemn, and his thoughts were 
directed to the Source of all mercy. One morning, this 
pious couple had been earnestly engaged in their accus- 
tomed exercise ; and when it was concluded, the good man 
went up stairs to hia work. But, finding himself more 
agitated than usual, he thought he would pray privately 
before he entered on hia business : and for this purpose 
he retired to a comer of his room. When he arose from 
his knees, he went immediately to work, entertaining 
considerable expectation that his prayer was heard, mid 
would be assuredly answered. He had not been busy 
many minutes, before his wife came up stairs, rather 
coniiiBed, bringing a letter which she said was charged 
t«ble postage. Not having so mueli money by him. 
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the man desired his wife to ask the post-hoy to take the 
letter hack to the office, and he would call there for it. 
The boy, however, left the letter ; and when they 
opened it, they found that it contained sufficient money 
to discharge their deht, and to pay the postage of the 
letter, beaidea leaving a small surplus in their hands. 



■ The following anecdote can hardly be called an 
answer to prayer ; hut it shews how the exercise may 
indirectly he the means of much good. A gentleman 
of very considerable fortune, but a stranger to both 
personal and ianoly rehgion, one evening took a soli- 
tary walk through part of his grounds ; and he happened 
to come near a mean hut, where a poor man lived, with 
a numerous family who were supported by daily labour. 
Hearing a voice speaking rather loudly, and \vithout 
intermission, curiosity prompted liim to listen. The 
man, who was piously disposed, was then at prayer 
with his family : and so soon as the gentleman could 
distinguish the words, he heard the cottager giving 
thanks, with great affection, to God, for the goodness 
of his providence, in allowing them food to eat, and 
raiment to put on, and in supplying them with what 
was necessary and comfortable in the present Ufe. The 
gentleman was immediately struck with astonishment 
and confusion, and said to himself, " Does this poor 
man, who has notliing but the meanest fare, and that 
purchased by severe labour, give thanks to God for 
his goodness to himself and family ; while I, who enjoy 
ease and honoiu-, and every thing that is pleasant and 



d.'sirftlile, have hardly ever bent my knee, or made any 
acknowledgment, to my Maker and Preserver?" It 
pleased God, that this providential occurrence proved 
the means of bringing him to a real and lasting sense 
of religion. 



THE CONVERTED FAMILY. 

esiding in the western part of the 
state of New York, in America, had sent two of his 
daughters lo Liclifield to he educated there. While 
tjie young ladies were here, the Lord was pleased to 
bleas the place with a revival of religion ; the news of 
whiuh reached the ears of their lather, and caused him 
much uneasiness, " apprehending," to use his own 
words, " that their minds might be aifected, and they 
might be frightened into religion." Having been in- 
formed that the Spirit of God was striving with them, 
and that they were enquiring the way of eternal life 
with the deepest solicitude, he became tremblingly alive, 
as he thought, to their happiness ; and, determining lo 
allay their fears, and quiet their distresses, he sent a 
friend to Lichfield, with positive orders to bring them 
immediately home, that they might not he lost to all 
happiness and hope, and consigned to gloom and 
despondency. — The messenger departed on this errand 
of mistaken love ; but he arrived too late : God had 
baptized them both with bis Spirit, and adopted them 
into his femHy, They had chosen Christ for their por- 
tion, and had resolved, that, whatever others might do. 
they would serve the Lord. They had looked at both 
sides of the great question ; contrasting the world and 



its pleasures, with heaven and immortality ; uid, with 
an eye fixed on their Almighty Redeemer, they had 
determined to live for eternity. They perceived that 
theii chief happinesa must consist in loving and serving 
God; that ■.,.. i 

" RtVigim iKFcr wu duign-d 
To mikc their plunirti l«ii"— 

but that, while it approves and commands every rational 
enjoyment which the world can afford, it adds others of 
a more exalted and refined nature, which the world can 
neitlier give nor take away. — The young ladies, how- 
ever, returned to their father's, not overwhelmed with 
gloom and despondency, as he expected, but with hearts 
glowing with gratitude to God, and countenances beam- 
ing with heavenly serenity. They told their father what 
the Lord had done for their souls, and informed him, 
that they considered themgelvea as strangers and pil- 
grims upon earth, traversing the desert of sin, towards 
the. bright fields of heavenly iruitton, and towards that 
" city wliich hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker 
ifl God." — Soon, after their return home, they were 
anxious to establish family worship ; and they affec- 
tionately requested their father to commence that duty. 
He replied, that he saw no use in it ; that he had lived 
very well, for more than flfiy years, without prayer, and 
that he could not be burdened with it now. They then 
asked permission to pray with the family themselves ; 
and thinking that they would not have confidence enough 
to do so, he assented to their proposal. — The duties of 
the day being ended, and the hour for retiring to rest 
having urived, the sisters drew forward the stand, placed 
the Bible on it, and one of them read a chapter; after 
wliich, the other engaged in prayer, The father stood 
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Up : but, while the humble fervent prayer of bis daugh- 
ter was ascending on devotion's wing to heaveft, Mb 
knees began to tremble; his nerves, which had been 
gathering strength for half a century, could no l(mg^ 
support him ; he also kneeled, and then became pros^ 
trate on the floor. God heard their prayer; and he 
directed their father's weeping eyes, which had never 
before shed tears of penitence, to ** the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sins of the world ! "^ — Happy is 
that family, where there are believing parents and be- 
lieving children, whose Gt)d is the Lord ! 



A PROMISE MADE AND PERFORMED. 

A POOR man, who had been compelled by circumstances 
to contract a debt which he had not the power of dis- 
charging, felt much consequent distress and perple^ty. 
At length, he became a genuine convert to Christianity, 
and the debt lay more heavily than ever upon his tjB&Oid. 
He tried to devise some means of liquidating it ; but he 
found that all he could do would be to lay by sutpe&Cfe 
every day in a little box. This treasure had not aden- 
mulated much before his wife became confined, and he 
was thus compelled to appropriate the sacred hoard to a 
different purpose. This disappointment of his wishie^ 
sensibly affected him ; as it deprived him of that hope 
of getting out of debt which he had long indulged. Ill 
the midst of his grief, he wept, and prayed to the Lord, 
entreating that he would graciously favom' him with 
more success in trade : and it appeared to the poor man, 
that the Lord addressed him, saying, ' If I were to 
prosper thee in business, wouldst thou indeed pay thy 
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debt?" He instantly clapped botJi his hands to his 
breast, and replied, " Lord, I would." — From that 
moment, he had an unshaken confidence, that Provi- 
dence would smile on his labour ; and his faith was not 
in vain ; the promise he hod given was heard and ac- 
cepted. — In tliree months after, he had so far succeeded, 
that he sent his wife to London with fourteen guineas : 
and the remainder of the debt was cleared off in a short 
time. — The difficulty of poverty was now surmounted; 
and he became a respectable tradesman. His subsequent 
conduct demonstrated the gratitude of hia heart to God ; 
for as his substance increased, so did his liberality to the 
poor, and to the cause of his heavenly Master. 



THE WIDOW RELIEVED. 

A PIOUS woman, the mother of several fatherless chil- 
dren, was sorely harassed by the distress of the times 
hj the winter of 1812. One night, in particular, when 
the privations of herself and her family seemed to have 
reached the highest pitch, while no prospect of relief 
presented itself, she betook hereelf to prayer as her last 
resource, resigning herself and her children to the dis- 
posal of the Almighty. She then retired to rest. In 
the morning, when she had risen, and had lighted the 
fire, she found upon the hearth a paper folded up, which, 
to her great surprise, proved to tontain a ten-pound biU. 
She was much agitated, not being able to imagine how 
it came there ; and she carried it to some respectable 
tradesmen for inspection, who all seemed to think it a 
good bill. It was then advertised, tliat any person who 
had lost such a document, might come and claim iL 
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After waiting some time, and no claimant appearing, it 
was carried to a bank in a neighbouring town ; the pro« 
prietors of which seemed to think it a good bill, but pro^ 
posed to present it for acceptance: upon which, as it 
proved to be genuine, they gave the party their own 
notes for it. 

God has said, *' Call upon me in the day of trouble ; 
I will deliver thee." None ever trusted in the Lord, 
and were confounded. 



CURIOSITY. 

A PIOUS young man told a worthy clergyman, that" 
he had once disobeyed his father ; on which the good 
man retired into his room and shut the door. Curiosity 
led the boy to look through the key-hole; and he 
beheld his father on his knees in prayer. The boy 
listened, and heard the father praying for kim.' Thi6 
struck the youth to the heart: he went away, and 
prayed for himself. His prayer and his piohs pareiit^B 
were heard : the young man sought mercy tlnrough i^ 
blood of ** the Lamb of God, who taketh al^ray the «itl 
of the world ;" and he found it. He became a Christ 
tian indeed. 



THE LAME CURED. 



The following extraordinary and instantaneous restor 
ration to the fuQ exercise of the limbs, firom a state of 
powerfiil rheumatic imbecDity , in answer to the prayer of 
faith, is related by the Rev. John Pawson. It took 
place at Staincross, near Bamsley, in Yorkshire. 
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A ipoor, but pious woman, of the name of Elizabetk 
Shaw, had lost the use of all her limbs, in consequence 
of a severe cold ; and medical skill could afford her no 
assistance. After being confined to her bed in excru- 
ciating pain for a long time, she became so weary of her 
reclining position, that she requested her husband, one 
day, to get the couch^chair, and place it near the fire, on 
which, being pillowed up, she hoped to obtain a little 
ease. Her request being complied with, her husband, 
who was a &rmer, left her, in order to pursue his 
business. Being thus left alone, a variety of thoughts 
flowed in upon her mijad, and she reasoned thus with 
herself.- — " Here I lie, a poor, helpless, miserable crea- 
ture; and ao I am likely to remain: for there is no 
help for me in man ; all human means are ineffectual. 
But, if our blessed Lord was now upon earth, I would 
sfa^d my husband to him, and let him know how bad I 
am : and how soon he would come and heal me ! or he 
would speak the word, and I should be well in an 
insi^ant! But has he not the same power, and the 
fj^mei tender {nty and love for his poor distressed crea- 
tures^ ibqw hie is ii)i heaven, as he had while upon earth ? 
Surely he has ; for he is unchangeably the same, yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. If, then, I could believe, 
surely he would heal me, bad as I am! He has 
said, ' According to thy faith, so be it done unto 
thee ; ' and faith too is his own gift : I will therefore 
pray to him that he may give me the power to believe." 
She th^ broke' out into earnest prayer, and found 
imc6iimion liberty and Access to the throne of grac^. 
At leiigGi, Whe thought she could believe that her Lord 
would heal lier; and' she was enabled to lay hold, by 
faith, apoh ills ^truth a&d fidthftdness, upon his infinite 
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mercy and boundless love. She then endeavoured to 
rise from her couch, and was enabled to do so. To her 
astonishment, she could stand upright, and found that 
she was perfectly well. Upon this, she thought, " But 
I will try the cure, whether it is perfectly wrought or 
not." And she immediately fetched the brush, and 
began to sweep the house. While thus employed, her 
husband returned to enquire how she was. Having 
half opened ihe door, and seeing her sweeping the 
room, he was not a little surprised, and stopped short. 
She happened to look up, and, perceiving his astonish- 
ment, said, ** Yes, you may well look ! Here I am, as 
well as ever I was in my life. I have prayed to our 
blessed Lord; and he has healed me, and I am per- 
fectly well.'* And she continued so. 

** Faith, mighty faith, the promine sees, 

And looks to that alone ; 
Laughs at impossibilities. 

And cries, * It shall be done !* ** 



AN INVISIBLE RESTRAINT. 

The Taheitan Christian, Maree, is a man of fine 
natural talents, and is not destitute of acquired ones, 
being able to read and write well, and being acquainted 
with some of the first rules of arithmetic. He is pos- 
sessed of a surprising memory, a quick perception, and 
a good understanding, with a sound and penetrating 
judgment ; and, to crown all, he is a man of genuine 
piety and ardent zeal in the Saviour's cause. He was 
one of the first, among these islanders, who publicly 
embraced Christianity; and before it became general, 
his life was often in jeopardy, through his profession of 
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it. More than one attempt was made by a number of 
wicked fellows to shoot him, and a little praying com- 
pany who used to meet with him that they might 
together worship God. On one of these occasions, 
these ^aen having found him and his little party at 
{H:ayer, in a place appropriated to the purpose, levelled 
their muskets at them, with tlie intention of executing 
their murderous design ; when, as though withheld by an 
unseen hand, they had no power to draw the triggers, 
before their attention was airested by the prayers which 
the intended victims of their rage were offering up. 
When their prayers were ended, the men went in and 
sat down with Maree and his company, confessing what 
had been their intention, and telling them not to enter- 
tain any apprehensions for the future, as they should 
not molest them any more. This promise they faith- 
fiilly observed. 



THE GERMAN FARMERS. 

A PERSON from the neighbourhood of Brunswick, in 
Grermany, relates as follows : — 

"About five years since, there was not one pious 
person in ^s neighbourhood, nor any evangelical 
minister. Two £earmers were walking in their fields, 
when one of them, as if his mind had been instantly 
impressed witin the subject, said, ' We possess all 
^ese riches; but i^e have never returned thanks to 
God, jdie Giver of them. Surely we ought to do so. 
Come, let us kneel down and give thanks to God, and 
seek his pardon and blessing.* They did so ; and 
enjoyed so much pleasure in the exercise, that they 
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resolved to meet at one of their houses on a Lord*s- 
day evening, for praying and searching the Scriptures. 
Their wives soon united with them. Others, who 
observed them thus assemble, asked, 'What are you 
doing? we will meet with you.' Thus persons from 
the different villages were collected, till the room was 
over crowded. These meetings were held in other 
adjacent villages, until there were ninety or a hundred 
serious persons. At length one of the Lutheran pastors 
in the neighbourhood became on enlightened man : and 
now they all attend upon his ministry." 



THE PRAYING SLAVES. 

A PLANTER, in the West Indies, had rendered himself 
so hateful to his slaves by his cruelty, that he enter- 
tained suspicions as to his personal safety. He was 
told, that, in order to secure himself, it was absolutely 
necessary to prohibit their religious assemblies. Having 
attempted this, but hearing that they still held them by 
night, he determined to put an entire stop to them. 
Going, for that purpose, to their place of meeting, as he 
approached the door, he heard them in prayer : he 
stopped — listened — and the burden of their prayer was 
that God would " bless wicked massa ! " In a few 
minutes, overpowered by what he heard, the master was 
down on his knees, by the side of his slaves, and, in the 
issue, he who had been their persecutory became their 
minister and teacher^ and preached among them with 
great success. 



• PBOVIDBHCE. 



THE PRESERVED ESQUIMAUX. 



The wonderful deliverance of two Christian Esqui- 
maux, who, on the 4th of June, 1824, while on a seal- 
tatching excursion, were carried off on a field of ice, ia 
simply and touchingly narrated by one of them, named 
Peter. He thus writes. — 

" When, on the 4th of June, we were driven off the 
coaat upon the field of ice, I was not much alarmed, for 
I did not apprehend much danger. At night, when we 
lay down to rest, we commended ourselves to God our 
Saviour, and gave up our lives into his hands ; which 
we always continued to do. On the 5th, I began tn 
feel great fears about the preservation of my life; and, 
thinking of my poor forsaken family, I wept much. 
With many teeffs I cried fervently to Jesus, to save me. 
I could speak with him as if he stood By me : ' O, shew 
mercy to me : and do thou, the only helper in need, 
take care of my poor family!' Then those words oc- 
curred to my mind, ' Hold that fast, which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown.' This made me shed 
tears of gratitude and love to our Saviour, like a child, 
though at so great a distance from home. I entered our 
snow house weeping ; and we both joined in calling 
upon Jesus for help and comfort. This we did every 
morning and evening. On the 6th, in the morning, 
finding ourselves carried far away from the land into 
the ocean, we again looked for comfort to Jesus, and 
prayed to him with many tears to help us, and direct 
our course. We sang that verse together, ' O lift up 
thy countenance upon us,' &c.; and those words were 
impressed upon my mind, — ' I am the good shepherd. 
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and know my sheep, and am known of mine.* I felt 
my unworthiness deeply ; and nothing but the words 
of Jesus could give me joy. I prayed fervently to him, 
that he would give his angels charge over me. I spent 
the whole day in prayer ; and, as I walked about alone, 
several parts of Scripture occurred to my recollection ; 
especially the account of our Saviour's being taken 
captive. The prayer he offered up for his disciples in 
the seventeenth chapter of St. John, was peculiarly 
precious to me, and gave me great comfort. Frequently 
I felt joy in my heart, on remembering our Saviour's 
words, and that he said to his disciples, 'Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost!' On the 7th, the fog was so thick, 
that we could not see whither we were driven. I cried 
to Jesus, *0, help me!' and his words came sweetly 
to my mind, ' Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden ; and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart.' Then I felt comforted. On the 8th, 
9th, and 10th, we could see nothing, on accoimt of the 
fog. I wept, and longed to enjoy the inexpressible 
love of Jesus, I remembered how the apostle Peter 
was frightened in the storm, and comforted by our Sa- 
viour. Thus also he comforted us in our dreadful si^ 
tuation. I cried continually to him to bring us again 
to the shore; for the thought of my poor bereaved 
family caused my tears to flow from my eyes ; but I 
felt comfort, that they were under the protection and 
care of our Saviour. I remembered St. Paul's ship-* 
wreck, and how, for many days, he saw neither sun nor 
stars, and yet was delivered. At another time, the 
poor thief s cry to Jesus on the cross occurred to me : 
* Lord remember me when thou comest into thy king- 



THE BEcoBD OF p&oriDKircx. 

dom i' and, again, St. Peter's deliverance from prison, 
wheti an angel came and said to him, 'Follow me,' 
Thns I also hoped we should be hrought out of the 
great ocean, back to the land. Once I recollected the 
story of the prodigal son, who had spent all his living, 
and said, ' My fiither'a servants have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish with hunger; I will arise and 
go to my father, &c. This I felt to be my case, and that 
I was as unworthy to be received. On the 11th we 
aaw the land through the fog. We wept for joy ; for 
it was clearly manifest to us that we were guided by 
the hand of oux Saviour. We were still surrounded by 
broken pieces of floating ice. On the 12th we again 
aaw the land before us in the morning ; but we could 
not trust the fragments of drift ice. We remained 
upon one large field, and returning into our snow- 
house, felt comforted in prayer. Having examined 
more lully whether the drift ice lay close together, it 
appeared, towards evening, as if we were approaching 
the firm ice. But just as we were again entering our 
house, our ice field sustained a terrible shock, and a 
large portion of it broke off. We now left it, being 
convinced that the Lord would direct us. In passing 
over the drift ice, whenever we were in danger, I cried 
to Jesus ; and he provided a way till we were in safety. 
On the 13th, in the morning, we arrived among our 
own people, thankful to our Saviour for this wonderful 
presen-ation ; nor shall I forget it during my life. 

"Peter." 
While these poor Esquimaux were praying for deliver- 
ance, on the ice, their friends were supphcating on their 
behalf, on shore: and thus, like Peter, they escaped 
the threatening danger. 
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THE DECEASED PARENT. 



That the prayers of pious parents may be heard on 
behalf of their children, and yet may rot bo answered 
during their lifetime, the following interesting fact 
afforda ample proof; manifetiting, likewise, the diver- 
sified means which are employed by God to accom- 
plish his own purposes. 

A pioua parent had three sons, who, notwithstanding 
all hia admonitions and instructions, mingled with many 
prayers and tears, grew up to manhood in scepticism 
and profligacy. When the father lay on his death- 
bed, the friends of the family, conceiving that it 
might periiaps produce a good impression upon the 
minds of his children, to let them see how a Christian 
could die, introduced them to the bedside of their 
expiring parent. But, to the unspeakable grief of 
these well-meaning persons, the good man died under 
a cloud, being destitute of those strong consolations, 
which believers frequently experience in their dying 
hours. It was feared that this melancholy circum- 
stance would confirm the young men in their prejudice 
against religion, and in their opinion of its being a fable. 
However, it was not so. A few days after the funeral, 
the yoimgest brother entered the apartment in which 
the two elder brothers were ; and they observed that 
he had been weeping, and enquired the cause of it. 
"- 1 have been thinking," replied he, " of tlie death of 
our father." " Ah ! " said they, " what reality can 
there he in religion, when such a man as he died in such 
a state of mind?" "It has afi'ected me very differ- 
. ently," rejoined the youngest brother. " If our father. 



after living such an exemplary life, (lied such a gloomy 
death, how dieadfiil will be our deaths, after living such 
wicked lives !" This was like an arrow to their con- 
scienccB. It led them to read the word of God, and 
constantly to attend upon the means of grace : and 
they ultimately became as eminent for piety aa their 
father had been. 



ALARM EXCITED. 

The learned and ])ious Matthew Hale, was, in his 
youthful days, like others who associated with him at 
Lincoln's Inn, exceedingly wild, and much given to 
company. " On one occasion," as related by Mr. 
Thornton, in his " Piety Exemplified," " having been 
invited out of town, with a party of his fellow-atudents, 
one of the company drank wine so immoderately, that he 
fell down as dead before them. The whole company was 
much alarmed, and Mr. Hale was particularly affected. 
He went into another room, and, shutting the door, fell 
down upon his knees, and prayed earnestly to God, both 
for his inend, that he might be restored to life again, 
and for himself, that he might be forgiven for giving 
countenance to such excesses. He made a vow, at the 
same time, that he would never again keep dissolute 
company, nor even drink a toast while he lived. His 
friend recovered ; and he most religiously observed his 
vow till his dying-day. Tliis occurrence was instru- 
mental in producing an entire change in the character of 
Mr. Hate : he gave up his gay companions, and divided 
his tune between the duties of religion, and the studies 
of his profession." 



' J, W. WAS employed in a large manufactory, the fore- 
man of which took every opportunity to make him the 
butt of ridicule to his companions on account of his 
religion, and because he refused to join in their drink- 
ing-parties and Sunday politics. As they lived in the 
same house, the foreman one day heard him at prayer, 
and resolved to listen ; when, to his great surprise, he 
found himself the subject of the yomig man's supplica- 
tions. He was spreading before God the case of his 
companion ; representing the hardness and infidehty of 
his heart, and earnestly entreating that God would give 
him repentance unto salvation, and create in him a new 
heart and a right spirit. 

The foreman was deeply penetrated hy what he heard. 
Me had never entertained an idea of the nature and effi- 
cacy of true prayer : and he wondered at the eloquence 
and fervour with which his own unhappy case had been 
pleaded before God. " I never," said he to himself, 
"thus prayed to God for myself." The impression 
dwelt upon hia mind. The next day, he took John 
aside. " I wish, John," said he, " you would preach to 
me a little." John, who thought his gravity was assum- 
ed for the purpose of turning the subject into ridicule, 
said, " Mr. M ■■■ -, you know I am no preacher ; I do 
not pretend to it." — " Nay," said Mr. M ■ -■, " I do 
not know how you can preach to-day, hut 1 heard you 
yesterday make such a description of my state, as eon- 
vincea me that you can do it very well ; and I shall be 
much obliged to you to repeat it." — " Ay," said John, 
. is true I was at prayer, and did, indeed, Mr. M , 
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heartily pray for you." — " Very well," replied the fore- 
man, " pray say it over again ; for I never heard any 
thing in my life which so deeply aifected me." John did 
not wait for much entreaty ; they kneeled down together, 
cried to the God of all grace, and fomid acceptance. 
From that day they were bosom friends, went to tlie 
same place of worship, and frec[uently bowed their knees 
together with praise and thanksgiving. Their conversa- 
tion adorned their profession ; and the mocker became a 
confessor of the grace which he had ao often abused and 
turned into ridicule. 



RELIEF IN DIFFICULTY. 

" Ar this time," says T. H. referring to a particular 
period of his life, " we were much diatressed ; nor did 
we know where to get relief. All our ten children were 
about UB, and depending on us ; nevertheless we lived 
in hope that after the storm tliere would be a calm. My 
wife had been selling a few second-hand clothes for the 
Jast two or three years, but could do but little ; and one 
man with whom we dealt did not use us well. About 
tills time, I desired him to send a small lot of clothes, 
&c, begging it might not be more than twenty pounds' 
worth. However, he sent me a parcel amounting to 
forty-nine pounds, and containing many very unsaleable 
things. With regard to the payment of this lot, I seldom 
remember it without tears in my eyes, springing from 
gratitude to that Divine Being, who has said, ' I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.' I have often thought 
my situation might be compared with that of the Chil- 
li of Israel, who had the Red Sea before them, the 
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enemy behind them, and insurmountable moxmtains on 
either hand ; and yet there was a way foimd out for 
them. About two months after receiving the lot to 
which I have alluded, a letter came from the man, 
saying, he was in want of money, and must have the 
forty-nine pounds in a few days. I was afraid that he 
would trouble me, having found what sort of a man he 
was, after dealing with him only a short time ; accord- 
ingly, 1 took up as much as possible of the money owing 
to me, and sent hira twenty-four pounds, A few days 
afierwards, he sent me word that he must have the 
remaining twenty-five pounds, if 1 were obliged to 
borrow it in twenty-five places. 1 therefore sought 
out for cash, but could only raise ten pounds. This 
sum I took to my neighbour, Mr. H. T. telling him, 
that if he would be bo kind as to pay twenty-five 
pounds for me in London, and take the ten pounds in 
part of payment, I would retimi him the other fifteen 
pounds on the following Saturday ; for I hoped to take 
some money by that time. But, when Saturday came, 
I could not take five shillings, and was obhged to 
borrow five pounds in order to pay my men, I went 
to Mr. H. T., and asked him if he would let the fifteen 
pounds remain unpaid till the following Thursday. He 
said that would do, if he had it by twelve o'clock in the 
day. "Wliere it was to come from, I knew not ; my ten 
children were at home ; I had men, masters, and work 
to attend to ; and I found my strength was but small. 
I frequently called upon the Lord, and said, ' Hold thou 
me up, and I shall be safe ;' and ' IMiat wouldst Thou 
have me to do ?'— On Monday morning, after setting my 
men to work, I began to look after money matters, for 
I had to pay that morning five pounds ; on 'Wednesday 
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rooming, eight pounds three shillings ; and on Thursday, 
fifteen pounds. On Wednesday, I went after almost 
all the money that was owing to me, but came home 
without getting a s hillin g : thia was, indeed, a time of 
trouble. I got by myself, and prayed, and cried to 
Him who has promised to help tn the time of trouble. 
I said over and over again, in great distress, ' Lord, thou 
hast said, " Call upon me in tlie day of trouble, and I 
will deliver thee." Now is a time of trouble: what 
wouldst thou have me to do?' And that text repeatedly 
came to my mind—' Be still, aad know that I am God.' 

A widow of the name of W -■ , that lived at S- -, 

about two nules firom L , had purchased two houses 

at L , which I was repairing and had nearly finished. 

The charge for my work came to about four pounds. I 

went to her son, who worked at L , and said, ' I have 

some money to pay to morrow moniing : do you think 
your mother would let me have three pounds on account 
to-morrow V — He said, he knew that she would, if slie 
had it by her; and if so, he would bring it in tlie 
morning. At length Thursday came ; the most trj'ing 
day I ever knew, either before or since ; for if I could 
not pay the fifteen pounds (towards which I had but one 
pound fifteen shillings) by twelve o'clock, I knew 
Mr. T. would not pay any more for me, and that 
I should break my word. It was, indeed, a time of 
sore trouble ; for, when eight o'clock in the morning 
came, I had prayed, and cried, and made myself almost 
ill ; it was within four hours of the time of payment, 
and the young man had not brought the three pounds 
I expected. I walked backwards and forwards, and 
was sometimes on ray knees in one place, and sometimes 
in another. I told the Most High, that he had promised 
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' that whatsoever his people should ask in the name ol' 
hia Son should be done. From my window I saw Mr. 

T standing against his door ; and I thought, ' Well ; 

here is no time to be lost; I must get the money some- 
where.' So I set out to go to him; but just then a 
gentleman came up to him, and they both went into 
the house. As I turned back, these words came into 
my mind — 'Rejoice evermore; pray without ceasing; 
and in every thing give thanks.' I thought, ' Well, 
I win endeavour to be thankful still : the time is not 
quite expired.' But it seemed at that moment as if I 
could find no way of extricating myself; so I began 
again to despond, I have since thought, that 1 was 
brought to this extreme distress, in order that my deli- 
verance might appear the greater. I returned to my 
house, and went into ray little shop. About two minutes 
afterwards, some person came to the door, and said, ' Is 

Mr. H -, at home V My daughter, not knowing that 

I was come in, said, ' No, he is not.' I heard the person 
apeak ; but from where I was I could not see him, and 
I did not know who he was. 'Well,' thought I, 'if it 
be any person come for the money, what shall I do?' 
I thought again, ' I never did deny myself!' So i said 
aloud, 'Yea, I am at home: who wants me?' With 
that, I went to the door, and found it was the young 

man from L , whom I expected to bring me the 

three pounds. I was very glad to see hira ; and, as he 
was taking something out of his pocket, I said, 'So your 
mother has been so good as to send me the three pounds !' 
He gave me a note, and said, ' Look at it.' I did so ; 
and found it was a Bank of England note for twenty- 
five pounds. I said to the young man, ' What am I to 
do with this? I cannot ^ve you change.' He answered. 
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* I do not want any change : you are to keep it till my 
mother comes to L .* I was filled with astonish- 
ment at my wonderful deliverance, and felt grateful to 
Him, who ' telleth the number of the stars, and calleth 
them all by their names.' I went immediately and 
paid die fifteen poimds ; and then came home, and wrote 
down this wonderfiil deliverance, as a lively instance of 
the goodness of God ; for how plainly is the hand of 
Grod discovered in it !" 

How proper is the ^dehortation, and how correct the 
assertion coupled with it, by the immortal Cowper, in 
those lines where he says — 

** Judge not the Lord by feeble aeiue, 
But trant htm for his grace: 
Behind a frowning providence, 
He hides a smiling face ! ** 



THE CLOUD DISPERSED. 

During the great revival of religion which took place 
imder the ministry of Mr. Whitfield and his coadjutors, 
the Rev. WiUiam Tennent, of New Jersey, in America, 
was laboriously active, but m^t with strong and powerM 
temptations from the arch-^nemy. The following may 
be considered as singularly striking, and well worthy of 
record. 

On the evening preceding public worship, he selected 
a subject for the discourse which he was to deliver, and 
made some progress in his preparations. In the morning 
he resumed the consideration of the same subject, intend- 
ing to extend his remarks upon it : but he was presently 
assaulted widi a temptation to believe that the Bible, 
which he held in his hand, was not of divine authority. 
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" but the invention of man. He instantly endeavoured 
to repel the tempter by prayer ; but his endeavours 
proved unavailing. The temptarion continued, and fas- 
tened upon him with still greater strength, as the tinne 
advanced for public service. He lost all the thoughts 
which had occurred to him on the subject of his in- 
tended discouTHe i and tried to master other subjects, 
but without success. He thus seemed as if he could 
procure no food for his people ; the whole Book of God 
was as a sealed hook to him ; and, to add to his afflic- 
tion, he was, to use his own words, " shut up in prayer." 
In fact, a cloud, dark as that of Egypt, oppressed his 
mind. Thus agonized in spirit, he proceeded to the 
church, where he found a large congregation assembled, 
and waiting to hear the word : and then it was that he 
felt moat acutely distressed, on account of the dishonour 
which he apprehended would be brought upon religion, 
by his conduct that day. He resolved, however, not to 
shrink from his holy engagement, but to attempt to 
perform the duties of his office ; he accordingly intro- 
duced the service by singing a psalm, during wliich his 
agitation was very much increased. When the moment 
for prayer commenced, he arose, as one in the most 
perilous and painful situation, and, with arms extended 
to the heavens, began with this outcry : " Lord, have 
mercy wpon me !" Upon the utterance of this petition 
he was heard : the thick cloud instantly broke away ; 
and an unspeakably joyful light shone in upon his soul, 
so that it seemed as though his spirit had been caught 
up to the heavens, and he had been permitted to see and 
to discourse with God, as Moses did on Mount Sinai, 
face to face. His conceptions of the divine attributes 
•eemed clearer and more vivid than he had ever before 
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experienced them to be ; and he felt as though the di- 
vinity of the ScriptiireB was inscribed on every page of 
them in the brightest colours. The result of this re- 
markable outpouring of the Holy Spirit was a deep 
solemnity on the faces of ttie whole congregation ; and 
at the end of the prayer, the house was literally eon- 
verted into a Bochim, a place of weeping. Mr. Tennent 
then gave the congregation the subject of his evening 
meditation, which was now brought to his Ml remem- 
brance, with an oveiflowing abundance of other weighty 
and solemn matter. The Lord blessed this discourse so 
exceedingly, that it proved the happy means of convert- 
ing about thirty persona, Mr. Tennent ever afterwards 
spoke of this day as his harvest-day. 



CHARITY REPAID. 

Soon after the cordial friendship commenced between 
Mr. Whitfield and Mr. Kinsman, their hearts being 
united in the same glorious cause, Mr. Whitfield paid 
Mr. Kinsman a visit at Plymouth, and preached as usual 
to large auditories, with great acceptance. On Monday 
morning, after breakfast, " Come," said he to Mr, Kins- 
man, " let us go to some of the poor and afflicted of 
your flock, and see if we can administer to them any 
consolation. It is not enough that we labour in the 
pulpit ; we must endeavour also to be useful out of it." 
Mr. Kinsman readily consented to his friend's proposal, 
and accompanied him on his charitable excursion. Mr. 
Whitfield not only gave away counsel and advice, hut 
supplied the temporal necessities of the people on whom 
be called, till, after visidng several places, he had given 
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away a tolerable amount. Mr. Kinsman, knowing by 
some means that his companion's finances were low, 
was surprised at his liberality, and, on bis return, gave 
him a hint, indicating that he thought bim too bountiful, 
Mr. Whitfield, with some degree of smartness, replied, 
" It is not enough, young man, to pray, and to put on 
a serious countenance. ' Pure religion, and undefiled, 
is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction,' and to administer to their wants. My stock 
is nearly exhausted, it is true r but God, whose servant 
I am, and whose suffering saints we have been this day 
relieving, will, I doubt not, soon send me a fresh 
supply." — The matter thus rested for the remainder 
of the day. In the evening, while the family was at 
prayer, a gentleman came to Mr. Kinsman's house, 
and desired to speak with Mr. Whitfield. He was 
shewn into a room ; and, as soon as Mr. Whitfield was 
disengaged, he waited upon him. " Sir," said the gentle- 
man, " I happened to be here yesterday, and with great 
pleasure heard you preach. You are on a journey, I 
find, as well as myself; and travelling is rather expen- 
sive : will you do me the honour to accept this i " — 
putting, at the same time, five guineas into bis hand. 
Mr. Wliitfield tlianldnlly accepted the present ; and, 
returning to the famUy, with a smiling countenance, 
and with tlie money in bis hand, he said to Mr. 
Kinsman, " There, yoimg man, God has soon repaid 
what I bestowed ! Let this, in future, teach you not to 
withhold, when it is in the power of your hand to give. 
The gentleman to whom I was called is a perfect stranger 
to me : and bis only business was to give me the sum 
you here see." 

e that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
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Lord ; aiid that which he hath given will he pay him 



CORNELIUS, 

An inhabitant of Folkestone, of the name of Cornelius, 
who, like his namesake, waa " a devout man, and one 
that feared God, and prayed to God alway," had, in the 
course of divine providence, to struggle with infirmities 
and afflictions such as many of the pious are called lo 
suffer. About the year 1814, he was severely afflicted 
with rheumatism, so as to be unable to walk without the 
greatest difficulty and pain ; nor, even then, without the 
assistance of a staff in each hand. At tliis time the 
claims of his family were exceedingly preasing, A 
small business in which he was engaged did not succeed : 
and loss after loss subjected him tn great temporal diffi- 
culties. Every time the post arrived, he beheld it with 
indescribable feelings, as letters of a threatening nature 
were fi^quently sent him by his creditors, whose demands 
he felt anxious to satisiy, but without possessing the 
abUity to do so. Every advancing day found him the 
subject of increased distress of mind, and of unabated 
pain of body, looking for nothing less than an imme- 
diate arrest, and its dreadful consequence, a prison. lit 
this state, his only resource was the ihrone of gruce. 
Crippled as he was, he prostrated his body before the 
Lord, and told him of his heavy burden, pleading the 
precious promises of liis word. Despair, however, had 
nearly overtaken him, when these words of the Be- 
deeraer occurred to his mind, and poured their revi^-ing 
influence into his soul — " Ye are of more value than 
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'-'tnany sparrows ; " — " the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered." — " Surely," thought he, " if God is indeed 
mindfitl of sparrowa, and counts the hairs of our head, 
lie cannot be unmindM of me !" This reflection encour- 
aged him to renew his supplications at the footstool of 
divine mercy. Yet deliverance appeared to be delayed : 
his circumstances grew worse ; his health iailed more 
and more ; and his spirits sunk into deep dejection. 
On one occasion, while painfully revohing in his mind 
the destitute condition of himself and his family, his 
mind was worked up to the highest pitch of mental 
agony, and, retiring to his cellar, he earnestly besought 
God to relieve him in whatever manner or way he 
pleased. While thus engaged, that delightM promise 
in the fifteenth verse of the fiftieth Psalm, came with 
power to his mind — " Call upon me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
me." He knew not that he had ever read this text; 
but he derived fcm the words that consolation which 
they are so well calculated to afford. The cloud in 
which he had been enveloped, was immediately broken ; 
he prayed with a hberty and confidence which he had 
never before known, and he felt assured that the result 
would accord with the promise. 

About two days after this occurrence, he was informed 
that Ave gentlemen of the town were about to unite in 
the fishing-trade, and tliat they would be in want of a 
person to take care of their nets, &c. The poor man 
immediately applied to one of the compauy, sa)dng it 
would greatly serve him, if he would assist him by 
his influence to obtain the situation in question, as he 
really had not a sufficiency for the support of himself 

^"Uid family. The gentleman promised to do what he 



could for him. One of the party, however, had a 
strong objectjon against the pour man, arising from 
some former ntisunderstanding : and the applicant there- 
fore was under considerable apprehensions respecting 
his success. — A day or two afterwards, the gentleman 
whose interest he had solicited, informed him that he 
had laid his case hefore the iina, and that aU, except 
one, highly approved of him ; hut that he would talk to 
the objector privately, and endeavour to obtain his con- 
currence. In this kind endeavour, the gentleman was 
successful ; and the place was given to Cornelius, effec- 
tually raising him &om his difficulties, and making him 
comfortable in his circumstances. The situation ap- 
peared, in every respect, to be so well suited to the abi- 
litiea and the necessities of this afflicted man, as to prove 
undonbtedly that it was given him by a wise and gra- 
douB God in answer to prayer. It is likewise worthy 
of note, that the warmth of the room provided for him 
for the purpose of repairing the nets and fishing-tackle, 
(it being situated iminediately over an oven,) tended to 
remove the rheumatism under which he had long 
laboured : and thus, in a comparatively trivial eircnm- 
etance, was the wisdom of his Divine Benefactor 
manifestly displayed. The poor man enjoys his peace 
and comfort to the present day, and remembers and 
acknowledges, with grateful feelings, the kindness of 
Him who said, " Call upon me in the day of trouble : 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." 

THE caUH,L MADE LIBERAL. 

" Tbokas Hownham, the subject of the following 
providence, was a very poor mac, who lived in a lonely 



66 Tss SECOBD or 

house or hut, upon a moor called Barmour-Moor, 
situate about a mile from Lowick, and two miles from 
Doddington, in the county of Northumberland. He 
had no means of supporting a wife and two young 
children, excepting the scanty earnings which he ob- 
tained by keeping an ass, on which he sometimes 
carried coal &om Barmour Coal-HiU to Doddington 
and Wooler, and somotimea heath-brooms, of his own 
manuiacture, in various directions round the country- 
Yet poor as he was, and despised as he generally 
appeared to be in consequence of his poverty, I can 
safely say, that, in the course of my forty years' 
acquaintance with the professing World, I have scarcely 
^er met with his equal as a man living near to God, or 
with any one person who was favoured with more evi- 
dent answers to prayer. As my parents tlien lived at a 
village called Han^ng-Hall, about one mile and a half 
from his hut, I had frequent interviews with him ; in 
one of which he was very solicitous to know whether 
my father or mother had sent him any miexpected 
relief the night before. I answered him in the negative 
■ as I knew : at which he seemed to be uneasy. 1 
then pressed to know what relief he had found, and 
tow 1 After requesting secrecy from me, unless I 
should hear of it from some other quarter, (and if so, 
I he begged I would acquaint him with it,) he proceeded 
I to inform me of the circumstances of the case. It seems, 
that, being disappointed of receiving money for his coals 
the day before, he returned home in the evening ; and, 
to his pain and distress, he found there was neither 
bread, nor meal, nor anything to supply their place, in 
his house. His wife was weeping sorely for tlie poor 
children, who were both crying for hunger, and con- 
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tinued to cry till they both fell asleep, when he got 
them to bed, and their mother with them, who likewise 
soon went to Bleep, being worn out with the suiFerings 
of the children and her own painful feelings. Being a fine 
moonlight night, Thomas went out of the house to a 
retired spot at a little distance : and he there medi- 
tated on those remarkable expressions of the prophet 
Habakkuk, contained in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
verses of the third chapter of bis prophecy.- — " Although 
the fig-tree shall not bloaaora, neither shall fruit be in 
the vines : the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off 
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls : 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvation." — In this solitary place, Thomas eon- 
tinued musing and praying, for about an hour and a 
half, finding such enlargement of heart in prayer, and 
obtaining such a heart-loathing and self-hiunbling sight 
of liiniseif, and such interesting conceptions of the 
grace of God, and the love of his adorable Saviour, 
that, though he went out on purpose to spread his 
temporal wants before Ids Lord, yet he was so occu- 
pied with subjects of a higher nature, that all anxiety 
about temporal ooncema seemed taken away. In a 
happy, composed, and serene state of mind, he returned 
into his bouse ; when, by the light of the moon through 
the window, he perceived something upon a stool or 
bench [for chairs they had none) before the bed; and, 
after viewing it with astonishment, and feeling it, he 
became convinced that it was a joint of meat roasted, 
and a loaf of bread, about the size of our half-peck 
loaves. He then went to the door to look if he could 
see any body ; and, after using his voice as well as his 
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eyeB, and neither perceiving nor hearing any one, he 
returned into the dwelling, awoke his wife, who was 
Btill asleep, asked a blessing, and then awoke the chil- 
dren : and they all together enjoyed a very comfortable 
repast. This wag the whole of the poor man's nar- 

, " I related this estraordinary affair to my father and 
mother, who both heard it with astonishment, and 
ordered me to keep it secret as requested ; and it 
would have remained thus concealed, but for the fol- 
lowing circumstance. — 

" A short time after my interview with Thomas Hown- 
ham, I left that part of the country ; hut about twelve 
years afterwards, being on a visit at a friend's, the con- 
versation was one evening directed to the coneems of one 
Mr. Stranguage, commonly called Strangeways, a farmer 
who lived at Lo wick- Highs tead, which place was named 
Pinch-me-near, by the country people, on account of 
the miserly character of this wretched farmer. I asked 
what had become of his property, as I apprehended he 
had never done one generous action in his life-time. An 
elderly woman in company said I was mistaken ; for she 
could relate one which was somewhat curious. She 
said that she had lived with him as a servant or a 
housekeeper ;' and that about twelve or thirteen years 
ago, one Thursday morning, he ordered her to have a 
whole joint of meat roasted, having given directions, a 
day or two previously, to bake two large loaves of white 
bread. He then went to Wooler market, and took a bit 
of bread and cheese in his pocket aa usual. He came 
home in the evening, in a very bad humour, and went soon 
to bed. In about two Imurs afterwards, he called up his 

in-servant, and ordered him to take one of the loaves 



and the joint of meat, and cany them down the Moor 
to Thomas Hownham's, and leave them there. The 
man did so ; and, finding the family asleep, he placed 
the provisions by their bedside, and came away. The 
next morning, her master called her and the man-servant 
into the parlour, and seemed in great agitation of mind. 
He told them that he had intended to invite a Mr. John 
Mool, with two or three more neighbouring tarmera who 
were always teaaing him for his nearness, to sup with 
him the night before ; but that he would not invite them 
in the market-place, purposing to take them by surprise 
near home, as two or three of them passed by his house ; 
but a smart shower of rain coming on, they rode off and 
left him, before he could get an opportunity of speaking 
on the subject. He proceeded to say, that, going early 
to bed, he did not rest well, but fell a dreaming, and 
thought lie saw Hownham's wife and cliildren starving 
with hunger : that he awoke, and put off the first im- 
pression ; but that he dreamed the same a second time ; 
and then, on endeavouring to shake off the feeling, he 
fell asleep again, and dreamed it for the third time, 
when he was altogether overcome with the nonsense. 
He added, that he believed the devil was in him, or he 
should not have been so foohsh : but that since he hod 
been so senseless as to send the meat and bread, he could 
not now help it. He, however, chained his domestics 
never to mention what hod happened, or he would turn 
them away directly, — The woman added, that as her 
master had now been dead a long time, she thought she 
v/aa quite at liberty to detail these circumstances, as a 
proof that he had done one generous action, though he 
was afterwords grieved about it." 
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A COLD RECEPTION REMOVED. 

The Rev. Robert Robinson, late of Cambridge, waa 
engaged to deliver what is called " the charge " at the 
ordination of a minister. He exhorted him, notwith- 
standing every possible discouragement, to persevere in 
the work to which ho was called, assuring him that in 
the end God would succeed his labours. With a view 
to encourage him, he said he should relate an anecdote 
which had been lately told him ; and that, though the 
names of the parties had been carefully concealed, he 
had no doubt of its authenticity. 

Mr. Robinson then stated, that a certain minister was 
travelling, and was particularly requested by a iriend, 
that as he would pass near the house of an intimate 
associate of his early life, a man whom he often visited, 
he would take up his abode there for the night. The 
minister pleaded, that, being a perfect stranger, he might 
be considered a sort of intruder ; and he made several 
other objections, all of which were overruled by his 
friend, who assured him of the piety and unbounded 
liberality of the farmer, and promised him a letter of 
introduction. He further stated, that he had often 
conversed with the farmer respecting Ids friend ; and, in 
a word, that the good man would feel his mind much 
hurt, if he passed that way, and did not spend a night 
under his roof. Under these circumstances, the minister 
consented ; and, one summer's evening, he rode up to 
the farmer's gate. He found the good man standiiig 
near ; but, instead of meeting him with the smile of 
politeness, he demanded in a surly tone who he was. — 
The minister gave his name, handed him his letter of 
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introduction, and assigned his reasons for paying him a 
visit. — The ianner eyed him with suspicion, half insinu- 
ating lliat he was an impostor ; but at length told him 
he might put his horse into the stable, and walk into 
the house. At first, the minister hesitated ; he almost 
determined to ride on to the village ; but, on second 
thoughts, he resolved to stay. — He accordingly un- 
saddled his horso, gave hiia some hay, and walked 
into the house ; and, not being asked to walk into the 
parlour, he took his seat with the servants in the 
kitchen. Supper-time came. The servants whispered 
among themselves, " It is a wonder master doesn't ask 
the gentleman into the parlour I" At his request, he 
was supplied with a basin of milk. — After supper the 
fenuly was collected to engage in the devotions of the 
evening : and the minister followed at the heels of the 
servants, and took his seat near the door, of course not 
a little surprised at the treatment he was receiving, — 
Thereupon the fanner read a portion of the Scriptures ; 
a pause then ensued— there was evidently a violent 
agitation in the farmer's breast ; at length, he asked the 
minister to pray. The family then knelt down, and the 
worthy divine forgot his trials ; and being elevated to a 
high state of holy feeling, his prayer was distinguished 
for fervour and spirituality of mind. When he had 
concluded, and had risen from his knees, the farmer, 
trith tears streaming from his eyes, stepped up to him, 
and, before the whole family, solicited pardon for the 
tieatment he had given him. He assured the good 
minister that he knew not how to account for his 
conduct ; tliat he had never before treated one of the 
sacred profession in so unceremonious a manner ; that, 
from all he had ever heard of him personally, he had 
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entertained a high respect for him ; and, finally, in 
reference to hia conduct tliat evening, iC was to himself 
the most myalerious event of his life. He concluded, 
by hewing the minister to stay with him a few days, in 
order that his kindness might atone for his unkindnesa. 
The minister begged that his host wonld forget what 
had passed, assuring him that what degree of shyness 
he had witnessed should on tiis part be forgotten, and 
informing him that his engagements woutd not allow 
him to remain longer. Nothing, however, would satisfy 
the farmer, unless the minister would stay one day 
longer and preach in his house in the evening. To 
this the good man at last consented ; and on the suc- 
ceeding morning, he rode off, attended by the best 
prayers and wishes of the man who had received him 
with so much coldness. 

" And what, my brother," asked Mr. Robinson, " do 
you suppose was the result? No less than three branches 
of the family were brought to a knowledge of themselves 
and of the Saviour, under the sermon delivered in con- 
Bequence of this mysterious unkindness." 

The whole congregation were deeply impressed with 
GO interesting a detail ; but the effect on the mind of 
the newly - ordained minister was overpowering. He 
blushed — turned pale — fainted — and was carried out 
into the air, when the usual remedies were administered, 
and he gradually recovered. The cause of this scene 
was then developed ; it appeared, that he was the very 
minister who formed the hero of the anecdote. He had 
patiently pursued Mr. Robinson's narrative throughout, 
till he came to the effects produced by the sermon: thit 
he had never till then heard ; and his feelings were over- 
powered with joy and gratitude. 
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FEARS DISPERSED. 

Many of the Lord's people are, througli fear of death, 
all their life-time subject to bondage. This was, in a 
very painful degree, the case of a person who died some 
time ago. He lived in the house of a pious friend, to 
whom he often communicated his distressing apprehen- 
sions. He was not so much dismayed with doubts con- 
cerning his interest in Christ, as terrified with the 
thoughts of dying ; and, as he said, he thought he should 
need three or four persons to hold him, if he apprehended 
death was at hand. His friend proposed scriptural 
antidotes against this unreasonable dread, and encou- 
raged him to expect, that, as his day was, so should his 
strength be. — ^After this person had been ill of a con- 
sumption several years, and the time of his departure 
evidently approached, he often said to his friend, that he 
wished he could always be with him. Finding himself 
dying, he sent for his friend to pray with him. He 
came, and engaged in prayer, and then returned to his 
business. He sent for him a second time; when he 
prayed with him again. He soon afterwards felt very 
uneasy, and said, " Satan whispers that I have been a 
deceiver, and shall die a hypocrite." He then begged 
his friend to pray with him a third time : after which, he 
cried, " The Lord is come ! Praise God ! praise God !'* 
He then lifted up both his hands, which he could scarcely 
raise before, through extreme feebleness, and he repeated 
many times ".Victory ! victory through the blood of the 
Lamb!" — and he expired with the unfinished word 

Vic " on his lips. 

** A feeble saint sliall win the day, 
Though death and hell obstruct the way !** 
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A SCRIPTURE APPLIED. 

A POPCIAK minister was recently preaching a sermon 
for the henefit of the British and Foreign Bible Society ; 
and, in the close of his very excellent disuourae, he re- 
lated the following account ; — 

" A certain sailor, after long absence from his native 
country, returned home, flushed with money. As he 
had never been in London before, he resolved to treat 
himself with tlie sight of whatever was celebrated as 
great, gay, or curious. Among other places, he paid a 
visit to St. Paul's ; this happened at the time of service. 
While carelessly passing, he chanced to hear the words, 
" Pray without ceasing, " uttered by the officiating 
minister ; but he passed on without receiving any im- 
pression from them. Having gratified his curiosity, he 
returned to his marine pursuits, and continued at sea 
seven years, without the occurrence of any thing re- 
markable in his history. One fine evening, when the 
air was soft, the breeze gentle, the heavens serene, and 
the ocean smiling, he walked the deck, with his feelings 
soothed by the pleasing aspect of nature, when all on a 
sudden darted into his mind the words — ' Pray without 
ceasing!' — 'What words can these be?' he exclaimed. 
' I think I have heard them before : where could it be V — 
After a pause, he added, ' O ! it was at St. Paul's, in 
liondon; the minister read them fi:om the Bible. What! 
and do the Scriptures say. Pray without ceasing '. — 0, what 
a wretch I must be, who have lived so long without pray- 
ing at all !' God, who at first deposited this Scripture in 
his ear, now caused it to spring up in a way, at a time, and 
with a power, peculiarly his own. The poor fellow now 
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found the lightning of conviction flashing on his con- 
science, the thunders of the Law shaking his heart ; and 
he perceived that the great deep of destruction was 
threatening to swallow him np. Now he began for the 
first time to pray- But praying was not all. — ' O,' said 
he, ' that I had a Bible or some good book !'^He rum- 
maged his chest ; and, lo ! at one comer he espied a 
Bible, which liis anxious mother had placed in the chest 
twenty years before, but which till now had never been 
opened. He snatched it up, and pressed it to his breast ; 
then read, wept, prayed, believed, and became a new 



THE PARENT RESTORED. 

The following interesting anecdote is translated from 
a German periodical publication. It contains a beautiflil 
display of youthfiil piety, 

" In the duchy of Magdebui^, a part of the German 
dominionB of the king of Prussia, one of the royal game- 
keepers, a man who lived and brought up his family in 
the fear of God, fell very dangerously ill. His wife, 
with all his children, who were still in their infancy, 
aurrounded the bed of the apparently dying man, and 
wept bitterly. One of the hoys retired secretly into a 
sununer-honae in the garden, knelt down, and prayed 
fervently in these words—' Gracions God, do not let my 
&ther die yet : let him live at least till I am fourteen 
years old.' He rose from his knees, comforted ; re- 
entered the room ; and found hia fiither quite altered. 
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The father recovered completely, lived exactly till the 
boy attained the age of fourteen years, and then died. 
This hoy was blessed with the gift of a fine tenor voice, 
and was thus enabled to cam a very good subsistence 
by singing in the choir. Tlie occurrence excited a very 
strong sensation throughout the whole town." 



A TOWN DELIVERED. 

Whek the French penetrated into Suabia in 1796, a 
large body of their troops came near a small town 
in the duchy of Wirtemberg. The inhabitants, drea/ling 
their approach, gathered together in great consternation 
to the churchyard, where they were joined by their 
minister, a very pious man. They requested him to 
hold a prayer-meeting on the occasion, witli which 
request he readily complied : so the church door was 
opened, and they all went in. With the moat fervent 
supplication, this little congregation prayed that the im- 
pending danger might be averted ; and their prayer was 
heard, for the French marched another way, and not a 
man of them came into the place. A few days after- 
wards, the enemy again came within a quarter of aa 
hour's march of the village, when the people again as- 
sembled in the church, and their minister once more 
prayed with all confidence. TlTiile he was thus engaged, 
■word was brought that the French were near ; and the 
poor people were in the greatest perplexity. The 
minister, however, cried out with a loud voice, " The 
nation whose language thou knowest not, thou shalt 
not see !" And the event was answerable to the pre- 
diction : for the French, when at the very doors, filed oif. 
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by a different road, and not one of them n 



SUCCESSFUL PRAYERS. 

The Rev. John Wills, rector of Mnrval, near Loo, 
was an eminent instance of piety and devotion. His 
prayers and endeavours for the conversion of hia people 
and cliildren were attended with great snccess ; which 
induced him to break out in a. transport of joy, when on 
his death-bed, in the following words ; " My blessings 
have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors. 
Of my ten children, I hope nine have a work of grace 
on their minds ; and, for my youngest son, I die in the 
faith of a plentiM harvest, lie shall he converted also, 
after my decease." There was great reason to believe 
it was as he had expected. The youngest son became a 
worthy conformist minister. 

His eldest son was Mr. Jonathan Wills, of Exeter 
CoLege, Oxford, whose conversion, in his father's life- 
time, was very remarkable. He had been wild and 
extravagant, and had committed some oiFenee, for which 
he was forced to fly from the king's army. His father 
had prevailed with several ministers then at Plj-mouth, 
and other good people, to spend a day in prayer, on 
behalf of this prodigal son. While they were engaged 
in this exercise, the prodigal arrived, and found them 
assembled, and praying for Mm. Before tliey had well 
finished, he had dissolved in tears ; and, falling on bis 
knees, he begged his father's pardon, and from that day 
proved to be eminently serious. 

What abundant encouragement does this afford to 
"to pray, and not to foint." 
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PART II. 

DELIVERANCE ACCOMPLISHED, 



The moment of trouble's the moment of grace, 
And the mountain of danger the mystical pUce, 
Where delivering mercy and power are shewn, 
And Jehovah appears the Deliverer alone. 



A VICTIM PROVIDED. 

Genesis xxii. 

" The father of the faithful" and " the Mend of God" 
are the honourable and distinguishing titles by which 
Abraham is registered in the annals of immortality. 

In obedience to the divine command, he left his 
country and his Other's house in early life, and became 
a sojourner in a strange land. Here, after passing 
through a diversity of afflictive circumstances, his Mth 
was called into fiill exercise in a most extraordinary 
manner. By an immediate command of God, which, at 
first sight, might appear to be unnatural, impolitic, and 
cruel, he was ordered to take his son, his only son Isaac, 
the son of his old age, of whom he was passionately fond, 
and to offer him up as a sacrifice, shedding the blood 



of tliia beloved victim with hia own hand. Such a 
command might aetm revolting to human nature, and 
opposed to that express promise which the aged patriarch 
had received from God — " In Isaac shall thy seed he 
called." Butitianotlhepart of faith to debate about con- 
sequences : it is sufficient, that the directions it receives 
are clear and Intelligible. So, in the present instauee, 
the holy saint reverently submitted to the divine decree 
concerning his son, " accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead." With steady com- 
posure, he prepared for the sacrifice ; and, leaving his 
dwelling in the early dawn, as if anxious to comply with 
the divine requirement, he hastened towards the place 
directed ; and, on the third day, he beheld, rising before 
him, the lofty mountain of Moriah, on which the act of 
fiiith was to be performed. To prevent interruption 
from hia servants, he ordered them to remain at a dis- 
tance, until his return ; while himself and his son walked 
forward to the awful spot, — And now, having gained the 
consecrated ground, he immediately erected a rustic 
altar, laid the wood in order, and, having bound the 
unresisting victitn, he placed him on hia intended fiineral 
pile. The parting kiss was exchanged, the final farewell 
was given, and the eyes of the agonized father were 
turned upwards towards heaven with devout and awful 
flolemnity ; one hand was placed upon the head of the 
sacrifice, and the other, stretched upwards, and holding 
in its grasp the fatal knife, was about to descend to 
plunge the instrument of death into the throat of his 
son ; — when, lo ! his arm was suddenly arrested by 
the interposition of the angel of the Lord, who ex- 
claimed, " Abraham, Abraham, lay not thine hand upon 
9 Isd, neither do thou any thing unto him ! " The 
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joyful father then, lifting up his eyes, beheld a ram 
caught in a contiguous thicket, presenting a sacrifice of 
God's own providing. Isaac was unbound — ^the mutual 
fond embrace, was given — the substitute was offered; 
and Abraham, rejoicing in the mercy of his God, re- 
turned home, calling the name of the place, Jehovah^ 
jirehf " The Lord will provide." 



THE PERSECUTED DELIVERED* 
I Sam. xxiii. 37. 

That human nature is capable of the basest actions, 
the conduct of Saul towards David strikingly shews. 
Scarcely had the valorous stripling, at the risk of his 
own life, attacked and slain the champion of the Philis- 
tines, delivering his king and his people from their fears 
and danger, than the monarch on whose behalf he had 
exerted himself sought, in every possible way, to take 
away his life. Jealousy fired his bosom, when he heard 
the song of the maidens — " Saul hath slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands." Twice, in a fit of fury, 
he attempted to smite the innocent cause of his uneasi- 
ness with a javelin. He afterwards strove to make his 
own daughter, Michal, accessary to David's destruction : 
for, as it appeared that a reciprocal affection subsisted 
between herself and David, he required a hundred fore- 
skins of the Philistines for her dower, believing that the 
youthful lover would perish in the attempt to obtain 
them. Finding this plan disconcerted, Saul then charged 
his son Jonathan to take an opportunity of killing David : 
but this amiable youth, who was David's intimate asso- 
ciate, expostulated with his angry parent in a most 
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vnanly and sensible manner ; and the hasty command 
\Fas consequently revoked. Still, however, the anger 
of the king hnriied within him like an intermittent 
fever : and. David, finding it dangerous to remain near 
the court of the incensed monarch, fled to Naioth in 
Ramah. But he wus not long suffered to remain here 
undisturbed ; for nothing hut his blood could appease 
his unreasonable foe. He now frequently found it 
necessary to change his place of abode ; and was obliged 
to exercise contiimal vigi)ance : for Saul did, indeed, to 
use one of David's own expressions, " hunt him like a 
partrii^e on the mountains ;" and it was by a continued 
succession of providences that he " escaped as a bird out 
of the snare of the fowlers." 

At one particular period, David generously delivered 
the Keilahites from the ravages of the Philistines, who 
had invaded the country, and wore plundering the inha- 
bitants : but, instead of returning him a suitable recom- 
pence for his timely interference, this ungrateful people 
informed Saul where he was, and treacherously cove- 
nanted to deliver him up. Being providentially apprized 
of their designs, and being informed that Saul had col- 
lected a considerable army for the purpose of advancing 
upon him, David fled to the wilderness of Ziph, and 
subsequently to that of Maon, where the Almighty most 
signally interfered for his deliverance. The army of 
Saul had made very rapid marches, and had succeeded 
in hemming him in on every side ; David and his men 
being drawn up upon a mountain which was completely 
surrounded by tlie king's troops. Escape appeared im- 
possible ; and capture and death would be the inevit- 
able alternative. Saul waa exulting in his adversary's 
dilemma, and glorying in the prospect of immediate 



er was seen hastening 
laming steed, his whole 
haste to communicate 



Succesa ; when, behold ! a cou 
towards the tent of Saul upon a 
appearance bespeakmg anxiou 
intelligence of importance. The messenger was in- 
stantly ushered into the presence of his sovereign, to 
whom he disclosed the unwelcome intelligence that the 
Philistines had invaded the land! Thus was the atten- 
tion of Saul diverted from David, who was left to escape, 
while the king, with his armed bands, hastened to defend 
his territories from the invaders. 



THE ARMY STRUCK I 



Elisha, the disciple and successor of Elijah, appears, 
like his predecessor, to have possessed the spirit of pro- 
phecy in no ordinary degree. Being aware of the subtle 
intrigues and artM snares which the Syrian invaders of 
the land of Israel were plotting for the capture of Jeho- 
ram, he informed the king of their designs, and warned 
him not to pass a certain place were they were lying in 
wait to surprise him. In consequence of Elisha's infor- 
mation, the king of Israel repeatedly escaped. Mean- 
time, Benhadad, the Syrian king, had received some inti- 
matioD that hemight thank Elisha for the disclosure of his 
purposes ; and, feeling highly enraged at his conduct, 
and determining to execute vengeance upon him, he sent 
spies to search out the place of his retreat. Having 
then received intelligence that the prophet was at Do- 
than, he dispatched an army with chariots and horses, 
which surrounded the city by night. The Syrians, 
having thus, as they imagined, secured tlie man who had 
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fiTistrated the designs of their master, entered the city 
in the monung, for the purpose of taking him, when, at 
the request of the man of God, the whole host was smit- 
ten with hlindness ; and he himself led them into the 
midst of Samaria, before they were aware that their 
conductor was the man whom they sought to apprehend. 
By this special providence, Elisha and his servant were 
mercilully delivered. 



THE PROPHET PRESERVED. 
DiDiel vi. 

Many of the dispensations of Omniscience are in tlieir 
commencement enveloped in mystery, but in their pro- 
gress and termination are demonstrated to have been 
ordained by the infinite mind of uncreated Wisdom. 
This remark is strikingly exemplified in the case of 
Daniel. That Daniel, although he was a favourite of 
the King of heaven, should have been subjected to a 
state of captivity,— that he should have been held in 
bondage by those, too, who were the enemies of God and 
of truth, — and that he should have been cast into a den 
of lions for no other crime than his devotion to the ser- 
vice of Jehovah, is, to mere human reason, utterly 
inexplicable. To the Chtiatian mind, however, the 
opportunities thus afforded of displaying the divine ma- 
jesty, and of comforting the captive people of God, 
appear abundantly sufficient to render these remarkable 
circumstances necessary. It seems that jealousy was 
excited in the courtiers of Darius, by the marks of 
favour which were conferred upon Daniel ; and this dia- 
ing urged them to devise a plan of a most 



cruel and impious character, for the purpose of accom- 
plishing his ruin. Pretending to entertain a high regard 
for the honour of the king, they drew up a decree that 
no person, thronghout the whole Persian dominions, 
should offer a petition to any God or man, during the 
space of thirty days, excepting to the king only, on pain 
of the most cmel death. This decree was signed by 
Darina, and thus became an unalterable statute, accord- 
ing to the custom of the Medea and Peraians. After 
this artful manceuvre had been performed, Danie! became 
apprized of it ; and lie no doubt perceived that it waa 
directed against himself. Nevertheless, he betrayed no 
timidity ; hut, confiding in a heavenly Power for safety, 
he continued, aa aforetime, to pray to God three times a 
day. The base sycophants of Darius exulted in the 
success of their deep-laid project, and accused Daniel 
before the king, Tims was his piety made a crime, 
and his very virtues were blackened ; while the unavoid- 
able command was most reluctantly given by the king, 
to cast the prophet into the lions' den. The hungry 
animals, however, who might rationally have been ex- 
pected to rush forth, with hideous bowlings, to seize 
their victim, evinced the most wonderful calmness and 
forbearance; — God had sent his angel and shut their 
mouths. Uninjured by his sha^y companions, the holy 
Daniel doubtless spent this memorable night in prayer 
to God : and the God to whom he prayed heard and 
answered him. When the first rays of the ri^ng sun 
illumined the tops of the mountains, Darius himself, 
impatient to know the fate of his favourite, hastened to 
the den; and, to his inexpressible joy, heard his voice, 
and saw him unhurt in the midst of the lions. The 
man of God waa then liberated, and his cruel foes were 
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made to occupy his place, together with their whole 
^Eunilies, whose bodies were seized by the now furious 
animals, and instantly crushed to pieces. Thus did 
their mischief return upon their own head, and their vio- 
lent dealing come down upon their own pate. 



THE PRISON OPENED, 
Acts xvi. 

Every attack which is made upon the kingdom of 
darkness has a tendency to rouse the dying energies of 
the slaves of Satan, and to draw down their malice, as far 
as it may be permitted, upon the heads of those who be- 
siege their strong holds. The truth of this remark was 
experienced in an eminent degree by the apostles of our 
Lord, and their immediate successors. 

Paul and Silas, who were companions in travel, in the 
course of their itinerary labours, arrived at the city of 
Philippi, where they preached the Gospel, and many 
were converted. While in this city, they took up their 
residence in the house of Lydia, a devout Jewess, who 
had lately been converted to the faith of Christ, together 
with her family. While passing from their lodging 
to the place of prayer and preaching, the ministers of 
God were much annoyed, for several days, by a young 
woman who possessed a spirit of divination, that is to 
say, an evil spirit. At length, Paul, in the name of 
Jesus, commanded the fiend to come out of her ; and 
immediately the word was obeyed. The unholy gains 
of her masters, however, being thus at once cut off, they 
were inflamed with rage in the highest degree, and 
cited ihe ministers of Jesus before the magistrates, who 
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sagely commanded that they should be beaten with rods 
and cast into prison. But the Spirit of God was with 
his people in their dungeon, as he was aforetime with 
Joseph, in Egypt; and being rendered happy by a 
consciousness of his loving care over them, they rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to suffer for his cause : 
at midnight, the gloomy prison, in which no soimds had 
been heard before, save the clanking of fetters and the 
groans of the prisoners, was made vocal with their songs 
of praise. At length, God himself, for whom they suf- 
fered, interfered for their deliverance. An alarming 
earthquake shook the prison to its foundations; the 
doors flew open ; and the chains feU from the limbs of 
the wondering prisoners. But a more glorious deliver- 
ance was intended than the redemption of these two 
suffering saints from their temporal captivity. Surprised 
beyond measure with what he had witnessed, and con- 
vinced of the matchless power of the God whom they 
worshipped, the gaoler himself was led to enquire the 
way of salvation, was released from his spiritual bond- 
age, and was admitted into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. He listened with devout attention to 
the instructions of Paul and Silas, took them into his 
own house, and tenderly washed their stripes : and on 
the morrow they received their discharge, accompanied 
by the apologies of the magistrates for their hasty sen- 
tence. 



THE PLOT DISCOVERED. 

Acts xxiiL 



In how mysterious a manner are the providential 
purposes of Jehovah frequently accomplished, without 



any intention or even perception of aiding them, on the 
part of those who are instruments fcr that purpose ! 
Hence, while Paul lay bound at Csesarea, and the high- 
prieat and chief of the Jewa requested of Festus, that 
die prisoner might be brought bound to Jerusalena, 
(having emissaries lying in wait, purposely to kill him,) 
Featus, though ignorant of their fatal design, positively 
refused to comply with their wishes, and chose rather 
to go with them to Ciesarea, and judge him there ; by 
which determination, the bloody purpose was frustrated. 
But, prior to this occurrence, a plot had been formed 
to take away the life of Paul : for above forty infatuated 
individuals bound themselves by an oath, imprecating 
heavy curses upon themselves if they either ate or drank 
till they had imbrued their hands in his blood. la 
order that they might have a good opportunity of effect- 
ing their purpose, they informed the chief priests and 
elders of their oath, and desired they would request 
of the chief captain, in whose charge he then was, at 
Jerusalem, that he might again be brought before the 
L the following day, as if some further 
:re desired fitim him : and they intended, 
while he waa on his way to the hall of judgment, to 
seize and dispatch him. The conspirators were happOy 
overheard by Paul's nephew, who directly disclosed what 
had passed to Lysias, the chief captain. Lysias imme- 
diately issued orders that a strong detachment of the 
Roman forces, amounting to four hundred and seventy, 
horse and foot, should be ready by the third hour oi 
the night. These orders were promptly obeyed : and 
when the assassins had retired to rest, to prepare for their 
bloody work on the morrow, Paul and his guards left 
BStle, on the road to Ceesarea. In that city they 
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safely arrived ; and Paul was placed beyond tlie reach 
of his personal enemies. Thus was a most execrable 
piece of villany firustrated, and the apostle was preserved 
to bear witness of the truth at Rome. 



DR. GILL PRESERVED. 

On the fifteenth of March, 1752,- the doctor had a 
memorable escape from being killed in his study. Soon 
after h6 had left that place of retirement in order to go 
to preach, a stack of chimneys, being blown down by a 
violent hurricane, forced their way through the roof of 
the house, and into the study, breaking his writmg-table 
to pieces, and falling on the very spot where the doctor 
was sitting a few minutes previously. One of the 
doctor's friends had, some time before, mentioned to 
him a saying of Dr. Halley, the celebrated astronomer, 
purporting, that " close study preserves a marCs Ufe^ by 
keeping him out of harm*s way*^ Speaking to this same 
friend respecting his memorable deliverance. Dr. Grill 
reverted to the observation of the astronomer, and, 
impressed with gratitude to God, remarked, " What 
becomes of Dr. Halley*s words now ; since, it seems, a 
man may come to danger and harm in the closet as well as 
in the highway y if he be not protected by the special care 
of Divine Providence ? " 



THE MISSIONARY S ESCAPE. 

One of the brethren belonging to the Moravian 
Missionary Society, has recorded a very remarkable 
providence in the following manner. — 



" On one of my voyages either to or from Qucda, a 
Danish ship hailed us, and appruocliing incautiously, 
ran foul of ouj stem, and broke our flag-staft'. We 
therefore put inta u creek ; and some of our men landed 
near a wood, to cut down a tree to make a new one. 
Hoping to be able to procure some fresh meat for 
sapper, I accompanied them, armed with a double- 
barrelled gun, "Wliile they were at their work, I walked 
on the outside of the wood ; and soon discovered, among 
the high grass, an object, which by ita motions I mistook 
for the back of a hare. 1 took aim, and was just going 
to fire, when the animal rose up, and proved to be a 
tiger, of which only the top of the head had been visible. 
My arm involuntarily sunk down ; I stood motionless 
with borror, expecting that tlie creature would imme- 
diately make a spring at me, and gave myself up for 
lost : but, by God's providence watching over me, the 
beast seemed as much alarmed as I was, and after 
staring at me for a few moments, turned slowly about, 
and began to creep away, like a frightened cat, with his 
belly close to the ground : then, gradually quickening 
his pace, he fled with precipitation into a distant part of 
the wood. It was some time before I recovered presence 
of mind sufficient to trace back my steps towards the 
beach, for I felt my very heart tremble within me. As 
I approached the water, there was a piece of jungle, or 
low thicket, before me ; and I was turning to the left, 
to pass round by the side opposite the boat, thinking 
that I might yet find aome game, when, seeing the men 
labouring hard to drag the tree they had felled towards 
the water, I altered my course, and went to their 
assistance. No sooner had I entered the boat, than I 

myered, on that aide of the jungle to which I was 
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first ffoiiur. close to the beach, a lare^e kayman. watchimr 
our moSs. with whom I skoul7certJVhave mej 
had I gone round by the way I intended/' 



THE YOUTH PRESERVED, 

During a Yaroonee festival, a large concourse of 
Hindoos assembled from all parts of the adjoining 
country to bathe in the Granges, at a village about 
two miles from Serampore. While the crowd were 
employed in bathing, a man was busily engaged in 
preparing his son, a lad of about twelve years of age, 
as an offering to Gimga. Having anointed his body 
with turmeric, surrounded his temples with a garland 
of flowers, and clothed him in new apparel, he repeated 
the incantation prescribed by the Shaster^ and then, in 
order to prevent the intervention of his relatives, 
carried the victim of superstition in a boat to the 
middle of the stream, and there dropped him in. The 
child struggled for some time ; and, when on the point 
of sinking to rise no more, he was discovered by some 
one passing, who rescued him from death. 



CONVERSION OF A DEIST. 

Jehovah frequently makes use of such means to 
accomplish his own purposes, as appear, in the judg- 
ment of finite minds, less calculated than others, to 
answer the end proposed. 

Fleming, in his Christology, states, that a Deist, who 
was once travelling through Canaan, used to make 
merry with the stories that the Romish priests related 



reepeolang the sacred places he went to see, parti culmly 
when they first shewed him the clefts of the rock of 
Mount Calvary. But when he came to examine these 
clefts more narrowly and critically, he told his fellow- 
travellers that now he hegan to he a Christian : " for," 
■aid he, " I have long been a student of nature, and I 
am sure these clefts and rents in this rock were never 
made hy a natural or ordinary earthquake ; for, hy such 
a concussion, the rock must have split according to the 
veins, and where it was weakest in the adhesion of 
parts : for this I have observed it to have done iu other 
rocks, when separated or broken hy an earthquake ; 
and reason tells me it luust always he so. But it is 
quite otherwise here ; for the rock is spht athwart and 
across the veins in a most strange and preternatural, 
or supernatural manner. And therefore," continued 
he, " I thank Cod that I came hither to see this 
standing moniunent of a miraculous power, by which 
God gives evidence to this day of the divinity of 
Christ." 

The learning of the schools was here superseded ; 
and an inanimate rock became the instrument of con- 
version. 



LIFE FROM THE DEAD. 

In the summer of 1816, a young gentleman of 
Liverpool went into the river Mersey, a short time 
before high water, for the purpose of bathing. Being 
an expert swimmer, he for some time amused himself in 
that salutary exercise ; but when about two hundred 
s from the shore, he felt the tide beginning to ebb. 
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Aware of his danger, he endeavoured to stem the 
current ; but its increasing rapidity baffled his efforts, 
and he beheld with indescribable feeling the shore ^t 
receding from him. Despairing of success, and unable 
any longer to breast the force of the current, he resigned 
himself to it, and was carried into the river, midway 
between the Magazines and the Rock-Point. He now 
became almost insensible, being chilled by the coldness 
of the water, and exhausted by his previous exertions : 
but, when his being drowned appeared inevitable, he 
was taken up by a boat belonging to an Irish trader, 
and was carried by the vessel to the mouth of the 
Liffey, where the captain landed him, and gave him a 
shilling. At the end of eight days he reached home, 
where he was received by his sorrowing friends as one 
raised from the dead. At the very moment of his 
return, his relatives were busily preparing the " weeds 
of woe," in token of their affectionate remembrance of 
him, and their grief for his loss. 



THE PERSECUTOR CONVERTED. 

One Sunday, after reading prayers at Madeley, Mr. 
Fletcher went up into the pulpit, intending to preach a 
sermon which he had prepared for the occasion. But 
his mind was so confused, that he could not recollect his 
text, or ^ny part of his sermon : and he was afraid that 
he should have been obliged to leave the pulpit without 
saying any thing. Having composed himself a little, 
he thought he would say something on the first lesson, 
which was the third chapter of Daniel, containing the 
account of the three children cast into the fiery 
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iiimace. In pursuing this subject, he found such an 
extraordinary assistance from God, and such a peculiar 
enlargement of heart, that he supposed there must be 
some particular cause for it. He therefore desired, 
that if any of the congregation found any thing remark- 
able in their circumstances, they would acquaint him 
with it during the ensuing week. 

In consequence of this invitation, a woman came on 
the succeeding Wednesday, and gave him the following 
account. — ** I have been for some time much concerned 
about my soul. I have attended the church at all 
opportunities, and have spent much time in private 
prayer. At this, my husband, who is a butcher, has 
been exceedingly enraged; and he has threatened me 
severely what he would do, if I did not leave off going 
to John Fletcher's church; yea, if I dared to go any 
more to any religious meetings whatsoever. When I 
told him I could not in conscience refraiti from going at 
least to our parish-church, he grew quite outrageous, 
and swore dreadfully, that if I went any more, he would 
cut my throat as soon as I came home. This made me 
cry mightily to God that he would support me in a 
trying hour: and though I did not feel any great 
degree of comfort, yet, having a sure confidence in 
Gx>d, I determined to go on in my duty, and leave the 
event to Him. Last Sunday, after many struggles with 
the devil and my own heart, I came down stairs ready 
for church. My husband asked me whether I was 
resolved to go thither. I told him I was. * Well 
tben,* said he, * I shall not, as 1 intended, cut your 
throat, but I will heat the oven, and throw you into 
it the moment you come home.' Notwithstanding 
this threatening, which he enforced with many bitter 
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oaths, I went to church, praying all the way tha.t God 
woiald strengthen me to suffer whatever might befall 
me. MTiile you were speaking of the three children 
whom Nebuchadnezzar cast into the burning fiery 
furnace, I found it all belonged to me, and God applied 
every word to my heart. And when the sermon was 
ended, I thought, ' If I had a thousand lives, 1 would 
lay them all down for God!' I felt my whole soul bo 
filled with hia love, that I hasted home, fully determined 
to give myself to what God pleased ; nothing doubting, 
that either he would take me to heaven, if he suffered 
me to he burned to death, or that he would some way 
deliver me, as he did hia three servants that trusted in 
him. When I got almost to our door, I saw the flames 
issuing |out of the mouth of the oven ; and I expected 
nothing else hut that I should he thrown into it imme- 
diately. I felt my heart rejoice that, if it were so, the 
will of the Lord would be done. I opened the door ; 
and, to my utter astonishment, saw my husband upon 
his knees, vcrestUng with God in prayer for the foi^ve- 
nesa of his sins. He caught me in his arms, earnestly 
begged my pardon, and has continued diligently seeking 



THE COMMISSION EXCHANGED. 

Im the papers of Richard, Earl of Cork, it is related, 
that, towards the conclusion of Queen Mary's reign, a 
commission was signed for the persecution of the Irish 
Protestants : and, to give greater weight to this im- 
portant affair. Dr. Coke was nominated one of the com- 
missioners. The doctor, on his way to Dublin, halted 
at' Chester, where he was waited upon by the mayor, to 
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whom, in the course of conversation, he imparted the 
object of his mission, and exhibited the leathern box 
that contained his credentials. The landlady of the inn 
where the interview took place, being a Protestant, and 
having overheard the conversation, seized an oppor- 
tunity, while the doctor was attending the mayor to 
the bottom of the stairs, to exchange the coramission 
tor a dirty pack of cards, on the top of which she 
fecetiously turned up the knave of clubs. The doctor, 
not suspecting the trick which had been played him, 
secured his box, and piirsued his way. Arriving at 
Dublin, on the seventh of October 1558, he lost no 
time in presenting himself to Lord Fitzwalter and the 
privy coimcil ; to whom, atter an explanatory speech, 
he presented his credentials in the box, which, to the 
astonishment of all present, contained only a pack of 
cards ! The doctor, greatly chagrined, returned in- 
sUratly to London, to have his commission renewed ; 
but while waiting a second time on the coast for a 
favourable wind, the news reached him of the queen's 
death. — Lord Fitzwalter afterwards related the circum- 
stance to Queen Elizabeth ; which so much pleased her, 
that she afterwards allowed the good Protestant woman 
an annuity of forty pounds per annum. 



THE MORTAR BED. 

When the Rev. John Fletcher, vicar of Madeley, 
was a lad, he, on one occasion, felt a strong desire for 
some fruit which was in his father's garden. But, in 
consequence of the door being locked, no way appeared 
by which he could obtain it, except climbing over the 
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wall. This, however, l^e attempted : but the wall bemg 
very lofty, it was with great difficulty that he succeeded 
in reaching the top of it. In walking along this nar- 
row pathway, his foot slipped, and he fell from his 
elevated standing. But, just at the place where he 
alighted, a large quantity of fresh-made mortar was 
laid, into which he fell. This broke his fsdl; and 
probably saved his limbs, if not his life. 



THE SWIMMERS PRESERVED. 

Four young gentlemen, accompanied by Mr. Fletcher 
while a youth, made a solemn engagement to swim to a 
rocky island five miles distant from the shore. Fletcher 
and another, after much exertion and danger, reached ^^ 
the foot of the island : but, on approaching the shore, 
they perceived the rock was so steep and smooth as to 
render all attempts to climb it useless. After swimming 
round it several times, and making many ineffecto^ 
efforts, they concluded they must perish there ; when at 
length a place was unexpectedly discovered, up which, 
vnth much difficulty, they succeeded in crawling. The 
others swam about half way over the stream ; and, just 
as they were sinking, a boat took them up. A boat, 
which the party had ordered to follow them, afterwards 
arrived at the island, and conveyed them safe home. 



THE DISBANDED SOLDIER. 



In the year 1785, a widow woman and her &mily 
resided in the city of Dort, in Holland, in a house in n . 



rather lonely aituation. Her husband had heen an 
eminent carpenter, and he had bequeathed to his widow 
a comfortable residence, with some land, and two boats 
for carrying merchandise and passengers on the canals. 
She was also supposed to he worth some money, part of 
which she employed in a hempen and sail-cloth manu- 
factory, for the purpose of increasing her means of 
instructing her children, consisting of a son and two 
daughters, in useftil branches of business. One night, 
when the workmen were gone home, a person dressed 
in uniform, with a musket and broadsword, came to the 
house, and requested lodging. " I let no lodgings, 
friend," said the widow : " and, besides, I have no 
spare bed, unless you sleep with my son, which I 
think very improper on account of your being a perfect 
stranger to us all." The soldier then shewed a dis- 
charge from Diesbach's regiment, (signed by the major, 
who gave him an excellent character,) and a passport 
from Count Maillebois, governor of Breda. Upon this, 
he was hospitably entertained, and at a seasonable hour 
withdrew to bed. Some hours afterwards, a loud 
knocking was heard at the door, which roused the 
soldier, who moved softly down stairs, and stopped 
at the hall-door, when the blows were repeated, and 
Hie door was almost broken through. By this time 
die widow and her daughters were alarmed ; and they 
ran almost frantic through different parts of the house, 
exclaiming " Murder ! murder ! " The son, having 
seized a case of loaded pistols, joined the soldier at the 
hall-door; while the latter, screwing on his bayonet, and 
priming his piece afresh, which was charged with slugs, 
requested the women to keep themselves out of the way 
of danger. Soon afterwards, the door was forced in, and 
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tpro niffiuiB entered, who were iaBtantly shot by tlie 
son, who discharged both his pistols at once. Two 
aasociutes of the dead men, however, immediately re- 
tunied the fire, but without effect: when the intrepid 
and veteran stranger rushed on them like a lion, ran 
one through the body with his bayonet, and, while the 
Other was running away, lodged the contents of his 
piece between his shoulders, and caused him to drop 
down dead on the spot. After the necessary legal 
investigation of this affair, the four rufHans were buried 
in a cross road, and a suitable inscription was placed 
over them. The widow made the soldier a present to 
the amount of a hundred guineas of our money, and the 
city settled a handsome pension on him for the rest of 
his life. This veteran's name was Adrian de Gries ; 
be was a native of Middleburgh, and was upwards of 
Bcrenty years old at the time of this exploit. 



THE AVALANCHE. 

During the winter of 180r>, a field Laplander sent 
Ids two sons to gather grass, which frequently grows at 
the foot of the steepest rocks overhung with mountains 
of snow, rendering the occupation of gathering it exceed- 
ingly dangerous. — The youths had filled their nets with 
grass, and were hastening homewards, when, in de- 
scending tlie mountain, they were both buried in an 
avalanche. Their dog, who was running a little way 
before them, missed the boys, and began immediately 
to search for them. With his feet, he separated the 
anow, so as to make a hole in it, by which he reached 
one of the lads, who, being thus enabled to extricate 
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himself, endeavoured to find his brother. The Jog 
soon discovered the place where he lay ; and was thus 
instrumental iu saving them both. 



THE KING OF ENGLAND. 

Henry, afterwards Henry I. of England, was be- 
sieged by his two brothers, William Rufus and Robert. 
While they lay encamped before Mont St, Michael, a 
strong tower ia France, William, who was riding alone, 
at acme distance from the camp, observed two horsemen 
coming &om the town. As he was of a bold impetuous 
temper, he rode up to them, in order, if possible, to 
make one of them prisoner, that he might gain some 
information respecting the state of the fortress. The 
soldiers finding themselves attacked by a single person 
only, stood upon their defence ; and, in the first encounter, 
his horse was killed under him, and the king was thrown 
to the ground, with his foot entangled in the stirrup. 
This accident nearly cost him his life. One of the 
soldiers was on the point of giving the fata! blow, 
having raised his arm for that purpose, when he cried 
out, " Hold, rascal ! 1 am the king of England 1" Upon 
this, the two combatants were struck with fear and 
respect, and, helping him up, gave him one of their 
horses. He nimbly leaped upon the saddle, and then, 
addressing himself to the person who dismounted him, 
he said, " Come, thou shalt be my soldier for the tuture, 
and enjoy the reward of thy valour !" 
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LAWFUL EVASION. 

Altino, a femoua divine, and a director of the 

' Hie College of WiBdom al Heidelberg, narrowly escaped 

being killed when that city was taken by Count Tilly in 

He was entering the house of the chancellor, 

when one of the guards met him, and, ignorant of Ma 

person, threatened his life. " With this battle-axe," 

I Tociferated the furious solder, brandishing it as he 

, apoke, " I have this day killed ten men. Ailing, if 

[ knew where to find him, should be the eleventh." 

Alting replied with firmness, though at the same time 

with a conaiderabie degree of justifiable evaaion, " I am 

a teacher in the College of Wisdom." Tliis saved his 

life ; for the soldier turned away, and he passed on 

unmolested. 



DELIVERANCE FROM DROWNING. 

The following narration is given in Mr. Fletcher's 
I own words, of which he is himself the subject. 

' Some years since, I lived at a place veiy near the 
;r Rhine. In that part it is broader than the Thames 
Sit London Bridge, and extremely rapid. But, having 
' been long practised in swimming, I made no scruple of 
going into it at any time, only I waa always careful 
to keep near the shore, that the stream might not carry 
me away. Once, however, being less careful than 
usnal, I wag, unawares, drawn into the mid-channeL 
The water there was exceedingly rough, and poured 
along like a galloping horae. I endeavoured to swim 
against it, hut in vain ; till I was hurried far from home. 
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When I was almost spent, I rested upon my back, and 
then looked about for a landing-place. Finding I must 
either land or sink, with much difficulty I got near the 
shore ; but the rocks were so rugged and sharp, that I 
saw, if I attempted to land there, I should he torn to 
pieces ; so I was constrained to turn again to the mid- 
stream. At last, despairing of life, I was cheered by 
the sight of a fine smooth creek, into which I was swiftly 
carried by a violent current. A building stood directly 
across it, which I did not then know to be a powder- 
mill. The last thing I can remember was the striking 
uf my breast against one of tlie piles whereon it stood. 
I then lost my senses, and knew nothing more till I 
rose on the other aide of the mill . When I came to myself, 
I -WM in a calm, safe place, perfectly well, without any 
soreness or weariness at all. Notliing was amiss but 
the distanee of my clothes, the stream having driven me 
five miles from the place where 1 left them. Many 
persona gladly welcomed me on shore ; one gentleman 
in particular, who said, ' I looked when you went under 
the mill, and again when you rose on the other side ; 
and the time of your being immerged among the piles 
was exactly twenty minutes.' " 



A FRIEND IN NEED. 

WHitE Mr. Fletcher was once on a tour through 
France, with his friend Mr. Ireland, an order was issued 
&om the king to apprehend him, for visiting and praying 
with a sick woman. This was likely to have cost him a 
long and expensive imprisonment, if not his life. When 
;ame to the house where they lodged, Mr. 
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Ireland, being apprized of his errand, stepped out, and 
said, " Sir, have you a warrant for me ? " The officer, 
supposing him to he Mr. Fletcher, answered, " I have ; 
you must come with me." Mr. Ireland went very 
quietly with him ; hut when he caiae before the magis- 
trates, the accuser said, " This is not the man ; I know 
nothing of tliia gentleman." Another messenger was 
then sent; but, before he came to the house, Mr. 
Fletcher was too far off to be overtaken. 



AM UNEXPECTED DETENTION. 

One Sunday evening, after Mr. Fletclier had per- 
formed his usual duty at Madeley, he was about to set 
off for Madeley- Wood, to preach and catechize, as waa 
usual with him. But just then notice was brought, 
which should have been given before, that a child was 
to be buried. His waiting till the child was brought 
prevented Ms going to the wood ; and herein the provi- 
dence of God appeared : for, at this very time, many of 
the colliers, who neither feared God nor regarded man, 
• were baiting a bull just by the preaching-house ; and, 
having had plenty of drink, they had all agreed, as soon 
as he should come, to bait the parson. Part of them 
were appointed to pull him off Ilia horse, and the rest to 
set the dogs upon liim. One of these very men after- 
wards confessed, that he was with them when this 
agreement was made, and that afterwards, while they 
were in the most horrid manner cursing and swearing at 
their disappointment, a large china punch-bowl, which 
held above a gallon, without any apparent cause, (for it 
was not touched by any person or thing,) fell all to 
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pieces. This circumstance so alarmed him, that he 
forsook aU hjs companions, and determined to seek the 
salvation of his soul. 



THE DESPERADO SUBDUED. 

The fearless intrepidity of Mr, Fktcher's thristian 
character was strikingly exemplified in his conduct 
towards one of his nephews during his residence in 
Switzerland ; and we. may likewise remark, that the 
preventing providence of God was remarkahly displayed 
on the same occasion. The young man had been in the 
Sardinian service, where his profligate ungentlemanly 
conduct had given such general offence to his brother 
officers, that they were determined to compel him to 
leave their corps, or to fight them all in succession. 
After engaging in two or three duels with various suc- 
cess, he was obliged to quit the service, and return to 
his own country. There he soon dissipated his resources 
in profligacy and extravagance. As a desperate man, 
he resorted to desperate measures. He waited on his 
eldest uncle, General de Gons'; and having obtained a 
private audience, he presented a loaded pistol, and said, 
" Uncle de Gona, if you do not give me a draft on your 
banker for five hundred crowns, I will shoot you." 
The general, though a brave man, yet seeing himself in 
tlie power of a desperado capable of any mischief, pro- 
mised to give him the draft if he withdrew the pistol, 
which, he observed, might go off and kill him before he 
intended it, " But there is another thing, uncle, yon 
must do; you must promise me on your honour, as a 
gentleman and a soldier, to use no means to recover tbe 
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draft, or to bring me to justice." The general pledged 
his honour, gave him a draft far the money, and, at the 
same time, expostulated fteely with him on his infa* 
moua conduct. The good advice was disregarded, and 
the young madman rode otF triumphant with his ill- 
gotten acquisition. In the evening, passing the door of 
his uncle Mr. Fletcher, the fancy look him to call and 
pay him a visit. As soon as he was introduced, he 
began to tell him, with exultation, that he had just 
called upon hia uncle de Gona, who had treated hirp 
with unexpected kindness, and generously given hi in 
five hundred crowns. " I shall have some difficulty," 
said Mr. Fletcher, " to believe the last part of your 
intelligence." — "If you will not believe me, see the 
proof under hia own hand, " holding out the draft. 
" Let me see," said Mr. Fletcher, taking the draft, and 
looking lit it with astonishment, "It is indeed my 
brother's writing ; and it surprises me to see it, because 
he is not in affluent circumstances : and I am the more 
astonished, because I know liow much, and how justly, 
he disapproves your conduct, and that you are the last 
of his family to whom he would make such a present." 
Then folding the draft, and putting it into hia pocket, 
" It strikes me, young man, that you have possessed 
yourself of this note by some indirect me&od ; and 
in honesty I cannot return it, but with my brother's 
knowledge and approbation." The pistol was immedi- 
ately at his breast ; and he was told, as he valued life, 
immediately to return the draft. "My life," replied Mr. 
Fletcher, "is secure in the protection of the Almighty 
Power who guards it ; nor will He suffer it to be the 
forfeit of my integrity, and of your rashness," This 
fintmess drew from the other the observation, that his 
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uncle de Gons, thougli an old soldier, was more nfrnid 
of death tlian he was. " Afraid of death ! " rejoined 
Mr. Fletcher; " do you tliink I have been twenty-five 
years the minister of the Lord of life, to he afraid of 
death now! No, Sir; tlianks be to God, who giveth 
me the victory ! It is for you to fear death, who have 
every reason to fear it. Yon are a gamester and a cheat, 
yet call yourself a gentleman ! You are the seducer of 
female innocence; and still you say you are a gentle- 
man ! You ore a duellist, and your hand is red with 
your brother's blood ; and for this you style yourself a 
man of honour! Look there Sir ; look there! Seethe 
broad eye of Heaven is fixed upon us. Tremble in the 
presence of yoiu Maker, who can in a moment kill yoiu" 
body, and for ever punish your soul in Lell." By this 
time the unhappy man was pale : he trembled alter- 
nately with fear and passion ; lie threatened, he aipied, 
he entreated. Sometimes he withdrew the pistol, and, 
fixing his back against the door, stood as a sentinel 
to prevent all egress ; and at other times he closed on 
bis uncle, threatening instant death. Under these 
perilous circumstances, Mr. Fletcher gave no alarm to 
the family, sought for no weapon, attempted neither 
escape nor manual opposition. He conversed with him 
calmly; and at length, perceiving that the young man 
was afibcted, addressed him in language truly paternal, 
till he had fairly disarmed and subdued him. " I 
cannot," said he, " return my brother's draft ; yet I 
feel for the distress in which you have so thoughtlessly 
involved yourseif, and M'ill endeavour to relieve it. 
My brother de Gons, at my request, will, I am sure, 
voluntarily give you a hundred crowns. I will do the 
aame. Perhaps my brother Henty will do as much; 
F 3 
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[ -jtBi 1 liope the other part of the family will make out the 
I .luni among them." He then prayed with him and for 
Ilium. By Mr. Fletcher's kind mediation, the family 
} up the sum he had promised ; and with much 
W 'food advice on one side, and many fair promises on the 
I tother, they parted. 



l>* 



TUB MONSTER OF A MOTHER. 

A WIDOWED mother lived to see her youngest son, 
who was a babe at her husband's death, grow up to 
manhood in the esteem of all but herself. His temper 
was mild and prepossesatng ; yet it is said, that when 
he had attained the age of twenty, he had never known 
what the affection of a mother was ; yea, that he had 
never received from her a single kind word. Blessed, 
however, by Providence, he flourished greatly in con- 
ducting his late father's business, employing a great 
number of men therein. He took Ills mother under his 
own roof, settled upon her a liberal annuity, and studied 
to make her happy. It was all in vain. She murmured, 
reproached him, and, on one occasion, she rushed into 
the manufactory, and abused him violently before all the 
men. The son was obliged by main strength to get her 
out of the room. The people were shocked at her con- 
duct, and the son withdrew overwhelmed with grief. It 
does not appear that he ever gave her the least cause of 
offence. But worse events were yet in reserve for him. 
She immediately commenced legal proceedings against 
him for an assault ! The men offered readily to appear 
on their master's behalf, being enraged at the step she 
■ had taken. Their master thanked them, but chose 
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ratlier to be accounted guilty, and suffer judgment to 
go by default, than to appear against his own mother : 
and though he had a fine to pay, this made no alterattun 
in his conduct towards her. About three months after 
this, she was found dead in her bed, with marks of vio- 
lence about her body. The coroner's verdict was, williil 
murder against her son. The poor youth was confined 
some months in a filthy prison, among the vilest of cha- 
racters, to await his trial. His mind was at times dis- 
tressed and dejected to a very great degree, reflecting 
that his character waa ruined, his business mostly lost, 
and that his prospect was that of ending his days at a 
gallows : hut what harrowed his heart most was, that all 
this was brought about by his own mother! Still his 
confidence in that eternal Providence which watches 
over all the events of time, did not entirely fail him. 
He could exercise hope ; and that hope was not sus- 
tained in vain ; for as the time for his trial drew near, 
two of the men who had worked in hia factory, were 
taken up on the charge of having committed some petty 
depredations ; and feeling the torments of a conscience 
burdened with guilt, these wretched creatures volmitarUy 
confessed to a magistrate, that they could no longer 
endure the thought, that a man so mnocent, and so 
worthy a master, should lie under the vile imputation ; 

that they were the murderers of Mrs. ; and that 

the idea of getting her money and jewels had induced 
them to strangle her one night, while in her sleep ! The 
priaon-doors were soon thrown open to the suffering 
young man ; joy was diffused through the town ; his 
character shone out with a greater lustre ; God pros- 
pered his reviving business ; hia family increased ; and 
the biographer says, that at this day his children and 
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grand chUdren treat liim with that respect and tender- 
t which he always manifested to his mother. 



THE BROKEN BRIDOB. 




, the late Rev. Mr. Fletcher was 
3, wooden bridge, when, just aa he got to 
I ^t)u middle of it, it broke in, and the mare's fore legs 
, while her breast and hinder parts 
'■ isere kept up by the bridge. In that position she lay 
3 if she had been dead, tiU he had got over her head, 
and had taken off his bags, in which were several manu- 
scripts, the spoiling of which, would have caused him 
much trouble. He then endeavoured to raise her up ; 
but she would not stir, till he had gone over the other 
part of the bridge. No sooner, however, did he set his 
ibot upon the ground beyond, than she began to plunge ; 
L^e remaining part of the bridge broke down, and sunk 
J. iirith her into the river, whence she soon arose again, 
L jfind swam to the spot where he was standing. 



A FEMALE IN DANGER. 

■ , The following special interference of Divine Provi- 
•■dence occurred at Parr, in Cornwall, and is recorded in 

■ ijjie words of the lady herself, whose danger and deliver- 
l_«iee were both so remarkable; — 

" I think it was in the year 1796 or 1797, dming the 
jnonth of November, being then about twenty-five years 

■ p! age, tliat I met with the following occurrence. — On 
1 question, I had been at a town about five 
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miles from my father's house, to which I was returning 
about five o'clock in the evening. In order to shorteu 
my journey, the weather heing cold and hoisterous, I 
crossed a river near the sea, and travelled over a sandy 
beach ; which was a usual route when the tide per- 
mitted, but at its further extremity I had to pass under 
a cliff which, ut high water, the influx of the waves 
renders dangerous and sometimes impracticable. On 
approaching this place, I found that the tide had made 
greater advances than I had anticipated ; yet, thinking 
myself safe, being within half a mile of my home, 1 
entered the water without any apprehension : but I had 
not proceeded far, before I found it much deeper than I 
expected. Having discovered my error, the cliff heing 
on my left hand, and the turhtdent sea on my right, I 
endeavoured to turn my horse and retreat ; hut, in doing 
this, the poor animal fell over a projecting rock, which 
both the water and the darkness conspired to hide. By 
this fall I was thrown on the opposite aide, next the sea, 
and in an instant was buried in the waves. I, however, 
retained my senses, and, aware of my danger, held taat 
by the horse, which, after some struggling, drew me 
safely on a sandy beach. — ^But although 1 had thus far 
escaped the violence of the surf, my situation was dread- 
ftdly insecure. I now found myself hemmed in between 
two projecting points, with scarcely the possibility of 
getting round either. The tide was fast encroaching on 
me, and the cliff it was impossible to scale. The wind, 
which had been blowing in an angry manner, now in- 
creased its fury ; and the waves partook of the commo- 
tion. Thunder began to roll ; and the vivid lightning, 
gleaming on the Burface of the water, just interrupted 
e dominion of surrounding darkness, to shew me the 
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Iiorcor of my aituation. This was accompanied with 
tremendous showers of liail, from ilie violence of which 
I had not any shelter.— Thus circuraatanced, 1 made a 
desperate effort to remount my horse, resolving to get 
round one of the projecting points, as my only chance 
of safety, or perish in the attempt ; but all my efforts 
proved unsuccessful ; and to this inability, it is probable 
that I owe my life. The tide gaining fast upon me, the 
poor animal, impeUed by instinct, moimted on a rock ; 
and, taught by his success, as well as driven by neces- 
sity, I with difficulty followed his example. In this 
forlorn condition, I had time for a little reflection, and 
but little ; and, in its first impulses, it was exercised to 
less purpose, for I again made another ineffectual effort 
to remount, without duly considering the inevitable de- 
struction that awaited me in case I had succeeded. — The 
waves, ui^ed on by the tempest, to the whole rigour of 
which I stood exposed, soon told me that my retreat 
was unsafe. The rock on which myself and horse stood 
was soon covered with the rising tide ; so that, at times, 
we were so nearly overwhelmed, that I could literally 
say, ' Thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.' 
Surrounded thus by water, and rendered partially 
buoyant by its encroachment, my horae made another 
desperate effort, and happily gained a still more elevated 
crag. I soon followed, but with considerable difficulty ; 
and, as ail further ascent appeared impracticable, in this 
place I expected to meet my fate. — Under tliis impres- 
sion, with ' but a step between me and death,' I began 
seriously to reflect on the solemnities and near approach 
of eternity, into wliich perhaps a few minutes might 
hurry my disembodied spirit. In these awfiil moments, 
a truly say, ' I cried by reason of mine affliction 
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unto the Lord, and he heard me ; ' for in the midst of 
the waters I knelt on a. rock, and commended my soul 
to Him who hath aU power in heaven and earth ; well 
knowing that he was able to Bay to the turbulent ocean, 
' Hitherto shalt thou come, hut no further : and here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed.' For Borne time I felt 
a gleam of hope that I should survive the calamities of 
this disastrous night ; but this was speedily destroyed 
by the increasing waters, which, nearly overwhelming us 
in this forlorn retreat, convinced me that the tide had 
not yet reached its utmost height. Conceiving my own 
deliverance to be scarcely possible, I felt anxious for the 
escape of my horse ; and with this view endeavoured to 
disencumber bim of the bridle and saddle, that, in at- 
tempting to swim, he might find no impediment to his 
reacliing the shore. But, while I was thus employed, 
to my utter astonishment, by another riolent exertion, 
my horse partially ascended another crag, sufficiently so 
to keep his head above the water. I was not long in 
attempting a similar effort, in which I happily succeeded. 
This, however, was our last retreat ; for just over our 
heads projected a large shelving rock, above which it 
was impossible for us to ascend. Here I sat down with 
a mind somewhat composed, to wait the event wliich 
was hastily approaching, and with an expectation sus- 
pended between the hope of life and the fear of death. 
After remaining in this situation for some time, without 
being increasingly annoyed by the roaring of the waves, 
1 began to hope that the tide had reached its height ; 
and in this 1 was at length confirmed by the light of the 
rising moon, which, gleaming against the rocks, shewed, 
to ray inexpressible joy, that the water had actually 
begun to subside. I was now convinced, that if we 



could retain our position until the water liad retired, 
and I could survive the cold, we might both be pre- 
served : hut this waa exceedingly doubtful, as the 
posture in whidi my horse stood was approaching to a 
perpeadjcular, uud I was cherished by the warmth which 
proceeded firom his hreath ; as I kept bis head near my 
bosom, and derived from it a benefit which experience 
only can explain. — As tlie tide retired, and the moon 
became more elevated, I discovered, by its increasing 
light, to what a fearful height we had ascended : and the 
diificulty of getting down in safety, appeared not less 
formidable, than the means of getting up had been 
extraordinary. This, however, through a watchflil 
Providence, waa at last, with care, effected, without any 
material accident. On reaching the beach, from which 
the waves had now retired, I endeavoured to walk 
towards my home, but found myaeli' so benumbed that 
I was unable ; and my voice was so nearly gone, that I 
could not call for help, although I was not far from niy 
father's house, and was near many kind neighbours who 
would have risked their lives to render me assistance, if 
tliey had known of my situation. — Being unable to pro- 
ceed, I seated myself upon a rock, and expected, Srora 
the intense cold, that here I must perish, although I had 
escaped the fury of the tempest and the drenching of the 
waves. How long I remained here I cannot say with 
certainty ; but when almost reduced to a state of insen- 
sibility, I was providentially discovered in this position 
by my father's servant, who hud been sent out to search 
for me, as, from the lateness of the hour, the femily had 
anticipated some misfortune, and became alarmed. — I 
had been in the water about tiirce or four hours, and 
had be^ .exposed ^ the disasters of the tempest from 



about five in the evening to half-past eleven at niglit, at 
which time I reached, my comfortable dwelling much 
exhausted ; but, to the great joy of my affectionate 
parent, who, I doubt not, had been offering up petitions 
in ray behalf, to Him who hears t!ie ardent whiapers of 
the aoul, when presented to Him in sincerity. 



CR(ESUS PRESERVED. 

! relates, that, in the storming of Sardis, 
a Persian soldier was preparing to kill Crcesus, whose 
person he did not know, and who, giving up all for lost, 
neglected to defend his own life. A son of the unfortu- 
nate monarch, who liad been dumb from his inftncy, 
but afterwards enjoyed the faculty of speech, beholding 
the imminent danger to which his fatlier was exposed, 
found utterance in that trying moment, and preserved 
his &ther by exclaiming, " O, kill not Crossus ! " 



CREDULITY EXPOSED. 

i the ignorance and superstition which pre- 
vailed in the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
when a charge of witchcraft, if not clearly disproved, 
subjected the unfortunate persons accused of it to death, 
a poor decrepid creature was providentially saved, in 
consequence of being brought before that distinguished 
judge. Chief Justice Holt. — Being placed before him, 
she was charged with being a sinner of great magni- 
tude. — " What is her crime?" — " Witchcraft." — " How 
is it proved ?"—" She uses a spell." — " Let me see it." — 
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scrap of parcliment was handed to him. — " How came 
111 by ihia?" — " A young gentleman, my Lord, gave it 
to me, to cure my daughter's ague."— "Did it ctire 
her?" — " O yes, my Lord, and many others." — " I am 
fglad of it. Gentlemen of the jury, when I was young 
and thoughtless, and out of money, I, and some com- 
panions as unthinking as myself, went to this woman's 
house, then a public one: we had no money to pay our 
reckoning; so I hit upon a stratagem to get off scot 
free. On seeing her daughter iU, I pretended 1 had a 
speli to cure her ; and I wrote the classic line you see : 
so that if any one is punishable it is I, not the poor 
woman, the prisoner." — She was acquitted by the jury, 
and rewarded by the judge. 



THE NOBLE SHOEMAKER. 

When the Count de la Tour Landre was in London, 
BH ambassador from Louis XIIL a young shoemaker, in 
taking his measure, became strangely agitated, was 
seized with a violent hemorrhage at the nose, and fainted 
away. This was considered at first accidental: but, 
when the man returned to fit on the shoes after they 
were made, he was immediately, on approaching the 
Count, affected as before. De la Tour was much struck 
with the circumstance. He enquiwd into the history of 
the young man, and learned that he was bom in France, 
but taken at a very early age to Bohemia, and afterwards 
to Holland, whence he had come to England. The 
Count was the more interested in this narration, because 
a child of his sister's, who died in giving it birth, had 
been stolen, and never heard of; and he began to think 
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there was something proTidentiHl in the phenomena 
which he had witnesaed in the young man. He, in 
consequence, directed enquiries to he instituted; and, 
in the end, traced effectually and completely that the 
youth was his nephew. He established his right to the 
title and estates of the Baron de Vesins, the husband of 
his sister; and, in perpetual commemoration of the event, 
he founded an hospital at Rochelle, which Louis XIII. 
in 1637i endowed with particular privileges. 



CONVERSION OF A PHILOSOPHER. 

MossiEtia de la Harpe ranted high among the literati 
of France. Hia works have rendered him popular as 
an author: and he also claims attention as the associate 
of Voltaire, D'Alemhert, and Condorcet. During the 
greater part of his life, he was a disciple of the French 
philosophy, and an active and zealous disseminator of 
its principles; and he afibrds the only public instance 
of a convert made from that sect to Christianity. So 
certain were his friends that he could never become a 
Christian, that one of them, Chamfort, in a large and 
brilliant circle, when it had been predicted by some one 
that the members of that company should meet with an 
awful death about the time that La Harpe should become 
converted to Cluiatianity, exclaimed, " Ah ! all my fears 
are removed; for if we are not doomed to perish till 
La Harpe becomes a ChrisUM, viv shrill he iiumovkil." 

The circumstance which f* 'Iil nj-.r pLciiliii: iiite- 
rest to his annals, is hit in ,;l' -'I life, 

from French infideli^yft 
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I -A scrap of parchment was handed to him. — " How came 
you by this ? " — " A young gentleman, my I<ord, gave it 
to me, to cure my daughter's ague." — "Did it cure 
her? " — " O yes, my Lord, and many others." — " I am 
giad of it. Gentlemen of the jury, when I was young 
and thoughtless, and out of money, I, and some com- 
panions as unthinking as myself, went to this woman's 
house, then a public one: we had no money to pay our 
reckoning; so I hit upon a stratagem to get off scot 
free. On seeing her daughter ill, 1 pretended I had a 
spell to cure her; and 1 wrote the classic line you see: 
so that if any one is punishable it is I, not the poor 

' woman, the prisoner." — She was acquitted by the jury, 

r Rnd rewarded by the judge. 



THE NOBLE SHOEMAKER. 

Whes the Coimt de la Tour Landrg was in London, 
B8 ambassador from Louis XIII. a young shoemaker, in 
taking his measure, became strangely agitated, was 
seized with a violent hemorrhage at the nose, and fainted 
away. This was considered at first accidental: but, 
when tlie man returned to fit on the shoes afler they 
were mode, he was immediately, on approaching the 
Count, affected as before. De ki Tour was much struck 
witli the circimistance. He enquired into the history of 
the yomig man, and learned that he was bom in France, 
but taken at a very early age to Bohemia, and aiterwards 
to Holland, whence he had come to England. The 
Count was the more interested in this narration, because 

child of his sister's, who died in giving it birth, had 
been stolen, and never heard of; and he began to think 




there was aomething providential in the pher 
whieh he had witnessed in the young man. He, in 
consequence, directed enquiries to be instituted; and, 
in the end, traced effectually and completely that the 
youth was his nephew. He estahhshed his right to the 
title and estates of the Baron de Vesins, the huaband of 
his sister; und, in perpetual commemoration of the event, 
he founded an hospital at Rochelle, which Louis Xlll. 
in 1637, endowed with particular privileges. 



CONVERSION OF A PHILOSOPHEJ 



MoNSiEtiB de la Harpe ranked high among the literati 
of France. His works have rendered him popular aa 
an author: and he also claims attention as the associate 
of Voltaire, D'Alembert, and Condorcet. During the 
greater part of his life, he was a disciple of the Frencli 
philosophy, and an active and zealous disseminator of 
its principles; and he afibrds the only public instance 
of a convert made from that sect to Christianity. So 
certain were his friends that he could never become a 
Christian, that one of them, Chamfort, in a large and 
brilliant circle, when it had been predicted by some one 
that the members of that company should meet with an 
awiul death about the time that La Harpe should become 
converted to Cliristianity, exclaimed, "Ah! all my fears 
are removed; for if we are not doomed to perish till 
La Harpe becomes a Christian, we shall be immortal." 

The circumstance which gives the most peculiar inte- 
rest to his annals, is his conversion, in advanced life, 
from French infidelity to Christianity, 



La Harpe hailed the commenceraent of the Revolution 
in France; and, during the first two years of ita course, 
he was ita advocate. Under tie Reign of Terror, how- 
ever, he was arrested, and lodged in the Lusemburgh ; 
and in this situation he became very disconsolate. We 
are told that he did not feel his principles adapted to 
give relief in the conjuncture in which he found himself; 
and Bk friend, who was anxious for his welfare, requested 
him to peruee the Psulms of David. Into these eompo- 
sitions he had never before looked, except with a view to 
discover poetical beauties ; and they were very little in 
his recollection. Fearful of offending the philosopher, 
and of stumbling, as it were, at the threshold, his friend 
requested him to peruse them as a resource for UiHinj; 
time; and, in order to fix Ids attention the more on 
tlie sacred composition, he was requested to compose a 
purely literary comment on tiem: which conduct strik- 
ingly illustrates the Scripture apophthegm — " He that 
winneth souls is wise." This task he undertook. Scarcely 
had he begun before he discovered in the Psalms a num- 
ber of beauties of a superior order; this petBuaaion con- 
tinued to gain strength, and lurther perusal fortified it. 
From this commentary, originating in a mere regard 
to friendship, and afterwards pursued from pious zeal, 
I was formed the preliminary diacourse prefixed to his 
' translation of the Psalter, the first work in which he 
announced his conversion. His own account of that 
memorable event, he gives in tlie following words. — 
" I was alone in my prison, in a dark amall chamber, 
very sorrowfid. I had for several days been reading 
the Psalter, the Gospels, and some other good books. 
Their eflect had been rapid, though progressive. I was 
abeady restored to the faith, and saw a new light: but 
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it terrified me in sliewing me an abyss of forty years of 
error. I saw all the evil, but no remedy. Nothing 
around me offered me the suceoiir of religion. On one 
side, my life was before my eyes, such as it appeared 
by the torch of divine truth; on the odier, death, such 
as was then inflicted, and which I expected every day. 
The affectionate assistance of the ministers of religion 
was no longer allowed to the condemned: the priest did 
not appear on the scaffold to comfort those who were 
about to die; if he ascended it at all, it was to die 
himself. Full of these distressing ideas, my heart had 
sunk within me ; but it silently addressed itself to God, 
whom I had just found, and whom I scarcely yet knew. 
I besought hira to shew what I was to do, and what 
was to become of me. 1 had on my table Thomas 
a Kempis's Imitation of Christ, and I had been told 
that 1 should frequently find, in that excellent book, an 
answer to my thoughts. I opened it, without any view 
to a particular place, and fell on these words, in which 
Jesus Christ is the speaker. — ' Behold me, ray son ; 
I come to thee because thou hast invoked me.' I read 
no more : the sudden impression which I experienced is 
beyond description ; and it is not more possible to con- 
vey it in words, than to forget it. I fell with my fiice 
on the ground bathed in tears, almost suffocated, uttering 
inarticulate cries and broken sentences, 1 perceived ray 
heart lightened and dilated, yet at the same time ready 
to burst. A multitude of ideas and sentiments rushed 
on my mind : I wept for a long time ; and I am 
without any recollection of the ecstasy I was in, except 
that it was something beyond comparison the most 
violent and the most transporting that my heart ever 
experienced. Tliese words — ' Behold me, my son,' 
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never ceased to sound in my ears, and forcibly to 
agitata my frame." On being released &om prison, the 
new convert resumed liis lectures at the Lyceum, where 
he displayed all that zeal which is natural to a person in 
his situation. The sensation produced by this novelty, 
the ridicule which it provoked, and the persecutions 
which it drew on this confessor in the cauae of religion, 
are well known to those who paid attention to events at 
Paris at that time. Jn what was termed the Revo- 
lution of the 18th of Fructidor, La Harpe was obliged 
to fly, in order to escape deportation ; but he found 
a secure and commodious asylum near Paris, where he 
composed a part of his Fragments of an Apology for 
Religion. Soon after Ins release from his last captivity, 
jiis health rapidly declined ; and, early in the year 1803, 
he closed his mortal career. 

This was indeed a miracle of grace ! 

KTIIE DEBT< 
A POOH WOMAN, who had recently lost her husband, 
M advised to administer to his effects, as it was sup- 
posed he had left some property. But when a full 
enquiry into hia circumstances was made, it proved that 
the supposition was without foundation, and that instead 
of leaving property he was greatly in debt. It was 
not long after his burial, that a person came to her 
house, and said, " Mr*. Chadsey, you are much indebted 
to your landlord ; and he has sent me to demand the 
rent that is due to him." She answered, " Sir, I have 
not so much money in the world ; indeed, I have none 
alj," " But," siud he, " have you nothing that m 
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fetch money?" She replied, " Sir, you see all that I 
have : I have nothing in the house but these six 
children." " Then," said he, " I must execute my 
writ, and carry you to Newgate, But it is a hajd case. 
I will leave you here till to-morrow, and. will go and 
try if I can persuade your landlord to give you time." 
He returned the next morning, and said, " 1 have done 
all I can ; I have used all the atguments t could think 
of; but your landlord is not to be moved. He vows, if 
I do not carry you to prison without delay, I shall go 
thither myself." She answered, " You have done your 
part : the will of the Lord be done." He said, " I will 
venture to make onu trial more ; and will come again in 
the morning." He returned in the morning, and said, 
" Mrs, Chadsey, God has undertaken your cause : none 
can give you any trouble now ; for your landlord died 
last night. But he has left no will ; and no one knows 
who is heir to the estate." 



THE LIGHT DRAGOON'. 

William Heap was a native of Lancaster, and when 
young inlisted into the eleventh regiment of Light Dra- 
goons, in which he was eighteen years in actual service. 
He was with the Duke of York in all, or the greater 
part, of his engagements with the French army in Hol- 
land and Flanders, particularly at the following places 
where great and bloody engagements took place; — at 
Cambtay in the Netherlands, and at the siege of Valen- 
uennes, which continued eight weeks; also at a battle 
upon Breda plains in the province of Brabant ; also at 
a bloody engagement at Louvain and Toumay, and at 
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Dtutldrk, besi<lca many others. He was also engaged 
in a multitude of akirmishes. Althougli he was exposed 
to such imminent danger, and multitudes fell on his 
right hand and on his left, it does ant appear that he 
ever was wounded. Many times, however, he may he 
said to have escaped with "the skin of his teeth." At 
one time, he had his horse shot dead under him ; but, 
with great presence of mind, he seized another which he 
observed had lost its rider, leaped upon his back, and 
was preserved. 

On another occasion, he was sent by an officer to 
reconnoitre at a distance from the camp. After he bad 
ridden about for some time near a wood, there rushed 
from the thicket a French officer upon horseback, about 
■ix feet high, who instantly accosted Heap, saying, 
'• Nick's prisoner! " Heap replied, " No prisoner." 
They immediately prepared themselves for combat, 
Bwotd in hand, and continued furiously fighting for 
about twenty minutes, when Heap felt alarmed, for his 
strength began to fail, particularly in the arm with 
which he wielded his sword. But he happened to 
glance at the head of his antagonist's horse, and at the 
same moment struck it upon the fece, when the horse 
immediately turned itself about. Heap then eagerly 
seized his pistol, and shot the French officer dead. He 

ftook the horse with him to his own re^ment; and it 
was soon cured of the wound it had received in the face 
from Heap's broadsword, and became useful to the 
English army. The officer had a gold watch and other 
property of considerable value about him ; but Heap, 
iatigued by the long and dangerous conflict in which 
he had been engaged, and alarmed for his personal 
safety, did not dismount to si 
L 
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On another occasion, the hand of Providence appeared 
most conspicuously spread over him. Heap, together with 
some of his comrades, came to a spacious hall ; and, 
finding it deserted by its owners, they determined to 
take up their night's lodging in it. Accordingly, they 
spread out their liaromockB, aod made preparations for 
lying down t« sleep. But although they had been very 
much engaged during the day, and were much futigued 
by the toil they had undergone, yet not one of them 
could obtain the refreshing sleep they eagerly courted. 
They all appeared uneasy ; and, judging that some- 
thing particular must be the cause, they determined to 
leave the house. Their resolve was scarcely executed, 
when the whole fabric, with a dreadful explosion, blew up. 

As a reward for lus bravery and long services, he was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant. He would have been 
advanced to a more elevated post, had he possessed a 
little education ; but, alas 1 be could neither read nor 
write. In the year 1802, being incapacitated for service 
by strong rheumatic pains, and bad sight, he returned 
to his native country, and enjoyed a small pension until 
his death ; before which, however, he became converted 
to the faith of Christ, enjoyed the blessedness of par- 
doned sins here, and died happy in the fiil! hope of 
future eternal fehcity. 



m 



THE CONVERTED FIDDLER. 



John Skinner, of Houadscroft, in Gloucester- 
shire, was a strolling fiddler, going from fair to fair, 
and supplying music to any that would hire him. 
Having engaged to incommode timt great and successful 
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minister of Christ, the late Mr. Whitfield, he obtained, 
for this end, a standing on a ladder raised to a window, 
near the pulpit. He remained a quiet if not an attentive 
hearer, tiU the text was named, which was the time 
fixed for accompanying the preacher on the violin. 
It pleased God, however, while he was tuning his instru- 
ment, to convey the word spoken with irresistihie 
power to his soul : his attention became diverted from 
his original design ; and his purpose was broken, in 
order tliat God's purpose, according to election, might 
stand. He heard the sermon out : after which, he 
became altogether a changed character. Thus was this 
poor man miraculously rescued from the snares of the 
Destroyer. 



THE MERCIFUL LANDLORD. 

A PROTESTANT, who rented a small iarm, under 
Alexander, second Duke of Gordon, having faUen 
behind in his payments, was visited by the rigorous 
steward, during his Grace's absence, who seized the 
farming-stock, and advertised it to be sold by auction 
on a fixed day. The duke happily returned in the in- 
terval, and the tenant went to him to supplicate for 
indulgence. " What is the matter, Donald ? " said the 
duke, as he saw him enter witli sad downcast looks. 
Donald told his sorrowful tale in a concise natural 
manner, which touched the duke's heart, and obtained 
from him a legal acquittance of the debt. Donald, 
however, could only thank his kind benefactor with his 
looks ; and he then returned with a cheerful heart to 
the bosom of his femily, praising God for the merci&l 
deliverance. 
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RESUSCITATION. 

Elizabeth Cave, an interesting young woman about 
nineteen years of age, who lived in the serviee of — 
Forrest, Esq. a gentleman residing at Woodford, in 
consequence of getting hev feet wet, caught a severe 
co]d, which brought on a fever. She was confined to 
her bed several days, when to all appearance she died. 
The next day she was placed in a coffin, and the intel' 
ligence of her supposed death was conveyed to her 
mother. From her good conduct while in the service 
of Mr. Forrest, that gentleman kindly engaged to pay 
the expenccB of her funeral, which, it was arranged, 
should take place a week after her supposed death. On 
the day appointed, her mother, and several other rela- 
tions, came to pay the last tribute of respect to her 
memory ; and, previously to the cofRn being screwed 
down, went to take a last " long lingering look ;" when 
one of them observed that she had not undergone the 
change usual on such occasions, and that her face was 
apparently rather flushed. A surgeon was sent for, who 
ordered her to be placed in a warm bath, and applied 
the remedies usually resorted to, to recover persons 
apparently drowned : these were happily crowned with 
complete success ; and the young woman in a few hours 
was able to speak. 



THE CONVERTED JEW. 

The following extraordinary account of the providen- 
tial deliverance of a. Jew from the errors of his unbe- 
lieving countrymen, is related by a gentleman who 
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travelled through the western part of Virginia in the 
United States. He writes as follows : — 

" I was much interested in hearing an old and highly 
respectable clergyman give a short account of a Jew 
with whom he had lately become acquainted. He was 
preaching to a large and attentive audience, when his 
attention was arrested by seeing a man enter, having 
every mark of a Jew in the lineaments of his coun- 
tenance. He was well dressed, and his countenance 
was noble, though it was evident his heart had lately 
been the habitation of sorrow. He took his seat, and 
was all attention ; while an unconscious tear was often 
seen to wet his manly cheek. After service, the clergy- 
man fixed his eye steadily upon him ; and the stranger 
reciprocated the stare. The good minister went up to 
him, and said, ' Sir, am I correct ? am I not addressing 
one of the children of Abraham V — * You are.' — * But 
how is it that I meet a Jew in a Christian assembly ?' 
The substance of his narrative was this. — It appeared 
that he was a very respectable man, of superior educa- 
tion, who had lately come from London, and with his 
books, his riches, and a lovely daughter of seventeen, 
he had found a charming retreat on the fertile banks of 
Ohio. He had buried the companion of his bosom bebre 
he left England ; and he knew no pleasure but the com- 
pany of his endeared child. She was, indeed, worthy of 
a parent's love. She was surrounded by beauty as a 
mantle ; but her cultivated mind, and her amiable dis- 
position, threw around her a charm superior to any 
tinselled decorations of body. No pains had been 
spared in her education : she could read and speak with 
fluency several different languages, and her manners 
charmed every beholder. No wonder, then, that a 
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doating father, whose head had now become sprinkled 
with gvey, should place his whole affections on this only 
chUd of his love ; especially as he knew no source of happi- 
ness beyond this world. Being a strict Jew, be educated 
her in the strictest principles of her religion : and he 
thought her an ornament to her profession. Not long 
since, his daughter was token sick : the rose faded from 
her cheek ; her eye lost its Are ; her strength decayed ; 
and it was soon apparent that the worm of disease was 
strong in the core of her vitala. The father hung over 
the bed of his daughter with a heart ready to burst with 
anguish. He often attempted to converse with her, but 
seldom spoke but by the language of tears. He spared 
no trouble nor expence in procuring medical assistance ; 
but no human skill could extract the arrow of death now 
fixed in her heart. The £ither was widking in a small 
grove near the house, wetting his steps witli his tears, 
when he was sent for by his dying daughter. With a 
heavy heart he entered the door of her chamber, which 
he feared would soon be the entrance of death. He was 
now to take a last &rewell of his child ; and big religion 
gave but a feeble hope of meeting her hereafter .^The 
child grasped the hand of her parent with a death-cold 
hand. ' My father, do you love me ?' — ' My child, you 
know I love you ; that you are more dear to me than 
the whole world besides.' — ' But, father, do you love 
me V — ' Why, my child, will you give me pain so exqui- 
site 1 Have I never given you any proof of my love 1 ' — 
' But, my dearest father, do you love me?' — The father 
could not answer. The child added, ' I know, my dear 
father, you have ever loved me ; you have been the 
kindest of parents, and I tenderly love you : will you 
grant rae one request ? — 0, my father, it is the dr/ing 
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request of your daughter: will you grant it?' — *My 
dearest child, ask what you will, though it take every 
cent of my property, whatever it may be, it shall be 
granted; I wiU grant it.* — * Then, my dear &ther, I 
beg you will never again speak against Jesus of Naza- 
reth!* — The father was dumb with astonishment. — *I 
know,* continued the dying girl, *I know but little about 
this Jesus, for I was never taught. But I know that he 
is a Saviour ; for he has manifested himself to me since 
I have been sick, even for the salvation of my soul. I 
believe he will save me, although I have never before 
loved him. I feel that I am going to him. And now, 
my dear father, do not deny me : I beg that you will 
never again speak against this Jesus of Nazareth! I 
entreat you to obtain a New Testament; that tells of 
him ; and I pray you may know him, and, when I am 
no more, you may bestow on him that love that was 
formerly mine ? * The exertion here overcame the 
weakness of her feeble body. — She stopped : and the 
father*s heart was too full even for tears. He left the 
room in great horror of mind : and, ere he could again 
summon sufficient fortitude, the spirit of his accom- 
plished daughter had taken its flight, as I trust, to that 
Saviour whom she loved and honoured. The first thing 
the parent did, after committing to the earth his last 
earthly joy, was to procure a New Testament. This 
he read: and, taught by the Spirit from above, he is 
now numbered among the meek and humble followers 
of the Lamb.*' 
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MURDER PREVENTED. 

A SERVANT, belonging to Sir Henry Lee, had formed 
the design of murdering his master and robbing the 
house. On the night in which the dreadful deed was 
to be perpetrated, a dog belonging to Sir Henry, which 
had never preyioualy received many marks of attention, 
followed the knight up stairs to his bed-chamber, and 
placed himself under his bed. This was quite an un- 
usual movement, and the good knight, regarding it as 
an invasion, endeavoured to expel the intruder. As 
this purpose was not easily to be effected, however, it 
was at last given Up, and the masterly cur was permitted 
to retain the spot he had usurped. In the dead of night, 
the servant entered his master's room, in order to ex- 
ecute his horrid design, when, strange to relate, he was 
instantly seized by the dog, and being secured, confessed 
his guilty intention. 

" Truly aU things are naked and open to Him with 
whom we have to do." 



STOLEN GLOVES. 

In (he winter of 17ti5,*a covmtryman near Sunder- 
land, who was employed in repairing a hedge on the 
borders of an old stone- quarry, went to eat his dinner, 
which he had brought with him, in a deep cavity, or 
hollow place, in the quarry, for the purpose of obtaining 
shelter from the weather. Before he left his work in 
order to dine, he laid down his bedging-gloves on one 
wde of his scene of labour. While he was at his repast, 
he observed a raven come and take up one of the gloves. 
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and &j away witli it ; and sooq aSter, the bird returned, 
and seized the other, with wluth he flew away as before. 
The man, upon this, rose up to look after his gloves : 
but he had hardly left the quarry, before a large quan- 
tity of ground, full of loose pieces of rock, came tumbling 
down, and overspread the very spot on which he had 
been just sitting, and where, if he had remained a 
_ minute longer, he must have been cnished to atoms. 



REMARKABLE INTERPOSITION. 

Meshes. Tyerman and Bennett, the gentlemen ap- 
pointed by the London Missionary Society to visit their 
different stations abroad, arrived at New Zealand, in 
August, 1824, after a dangerous and tedioua voyage, 
and succeeded in gaining the harbour of 'Whangarooa, 
tlie scene of tlie Boyd's destruction. Here they were 
exposed to tlie most imminent danger, and were, for an 
]ioiir and a half, in momentary expectation of being 
killed and eaten by the natives. The New Zealandera 
at the mouth of this harbour are as savage and barba- 
rous as ever : and immediately on the vessel's entering 
the harbour they crowded the deck. After some short 

un ra h s were found to have been perpetrated; 

wh n an a mp \sas made to clear the deck, ia effect- 
whs h ne f he natives fell overboard from the 
bovis Supp n that their countryman had been 

brown o e o'urd the shores resounded with their 
ludeous war-cry, and the deck was presently thronged. 
Thenativesarraed themselves with axes, billets of wood, 
and whatever else they could lay hold of. So over- 
powering were their numbers, that not one of the pas- 
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sengera, or of the crew, on the deck, could stir ; and 
any attempt at resistance would have been followed 
with immediate death. The cries of " We are dead ! It 
is all over!" burst forth from every tongue. The arms 
of one of the deputation were, for a cousiderable time, 
jMnioned by one chief; and two others stood by him, 
eacb holding an &xe over his head, and quite ready to 
strike. Some of the monsters felt the bodies of our 
afflicted countrymen, aa a butcher in England would 
fed the body of an ox or a sheep which he was about 
to kill ; and they seemed intensely delighted with the 
prospect of an approaching feast ; while others were 
atanding, with their axes uplifted, ready for the signal 
to strike the blow. Mr. Threlkeid, one of the mission- 
aries, prepared himself to receive the impending club, 
that he might be the more easily dispatched. His little 
boy enquired of him, Whether it would hurt them to be 
eaten ? Mr, Bennett awaited with silent horror, but 
with unshaken confidence in the hopes of a better world, 
the stroke that would lay his body low. Mr. Tyernian, 
though confidently looking forward to the glorious real- 
ities of eternity, still felt it his duty to return t]ie lan- 
guage and the smile of the sav^es, AU on board, 
though they felt certain of death, prepared to meet the 
shock with heroic fortitude. Wbile in this state of awfiil 
suspense, the vessel's boat hove in sight ; and a ray of 
hope inspired every breast. The natives, too, shrunk 
back, and presently relaxed in their ferocity. The boat 
soon came along-side, and proved to contain tJie chieftain 
George and the Rev. Mr. White. The latter, with 
amazement and gratitude, beheld the deliverance by 
which all on board had so narrowly escaped destruction, 
and he addressed the savages respecting their conduct ; 
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while George exerted all his influence with them ; and 
the tribes soon became dispersed. 

Some who read of this remarkable interposition of 
Divine Providence, may recollect that this very indivi- 
dual chief, by whom, instrumentally,. this crew was 
delivered from temporal death, was the very person 
through whose means the crew of the Boyd was de- 
stroyed. He had, previous to this occasion, expressed 
a desire to make restitution for the injury then commit- 
ted ; and, in the present emergency, the sincerity of his 
wishes was proved. 



pope's escapes. 



This celebrated poet had several providential escapes 
from premature death. 

On one occasion, when he was about twenty-two 
years of age, he was travelling in a coach by night, with 
a coachman who did not know the road so well as he 
should have done. The vehicle was to cross the Thames : 
and the coachman drove into the water ; but, after they 
were a little way in, the horses stopped short, and all 
the efforts made by the driver, both by stamping and 
whipping, could not induce them to move one step 
further. Some passengers happened to pass by, just in 
the height of his endeavours to force them on : and they 
called to the man, to tell him that the horses had more 
sense than himself; that the river was not fordable 
there ; but that they were just on the brink of a hole 
twice as deep as the coach was high, and if they had 
proceeded a step further, they must all have b^en lost. 



On anottieT occaBion, lie was travelling in a coach with 
six spirited horses, when they took fright, ran away, and 
overturned the coach, witli himself only in it, into a ditch 
full of water. He was almost suffocated, and broke the 
glass with his hand to let in the air ; but, as the coach 
sunk deeper, the water gained very fast upon him : and 
he was taken out, by some people passing. Just time 
enough to be saved from drowning. 



THE FAITHFUL DOG. 

Dr. Beattie, in his " Dissertations, Moral and Criti- 
cal," relates, that as a gentleman was walking across the 
Dee, when it was frozen, the ice gave way in the middle 
of the river, and he sunk through the opening ; hut he 
kept himself from being carried away by the current, by 
grasping his gun which had faJlen across the hole, and 
was supported by the ice on either side of it. Mean- 
time, a dog that attended him, after many fruitless at- 
tempts to rescue his master, ran to a neighbouring village 
and seized the coat of the first person he met. The 
man was alarmed, and would have disengaged himself; 
but the dog regarded him witli a look ao kind and sig- 
nificant, and endeavoured to puU him along with so 
gentle a violence, that he began to think tliere was 
something extraordinary in the case, and therefore suf- 
fered liimself to be conducted by the animal, till he 
reached the place of the accident, and was rendered in- 
strmnental in saving the gentleman's life. 



OF THE WRECK, 

While Sir Michael Seymour was in the command of 
the Amethyst frigate, and was cruising in the Bay of 
Biacay, the wreck of a merchant ship drove past Her 
deck wfts just above water, and her lower masts were 
standing; hut there was not a single person to be dis- 
cerned. There was, however, a cuh-house on deck, 
which had the appearance of having been recently 
patched with old canvass and tarpauling, as if to afford 
shelter to some forlorn remnant of the crew. It blew at 
this time a strong gale ; hut Sir Michael, listening only 
to the dictates of humanity, ordered the ship to be put 
shout, and sent a boat off, with instructions to the crew 
to hoard the wreck, and ascertain if there wan any being 
still surviving, whom the help of his fellow-men might 
save from the grasp of death. The boat rowed towards 
the drifting mass ; and, while struggling with the diffi- 
culty of getting through a high running sea close along- 
side, tlie crew shouting all tike time as loudly as they 
could, an object, resembling in appearance a bundle of 
clothes, was observed to roll out of the cub-house, 
against the lee shrouds of the mast. With the aid of a 
boat-hook, they managed to get hold of it, and hauled 
it into the boat ; when it proved to be the trunk of a 
man, bent head and knees together, and so wasted away 
as scarcely to be felt within the ample clothes which had 
once fitted it m a state of life and strength. The crew 
hasted back to the Amethyst with this miserable rem- 
nant ol mortality , and so small was it in bulli, that a 
lad of fourteen years of age was able with his owji hands 
to bft it into the ship. When placed on deck, it shewed 
for the firiit time, to the astonishment of all, signs of 
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remaining life. Captain Seymour committed him to the 
special charge of the surgeon, who spared no paina which 
humanity or skill could suggest, to achieve the noble 
object of creating anew, as it were, a fellow-creature 
whom famine had stripped of almost ei-ery living enert^. 
For three weeks he scarcely ever left him ; admiiUBter- 
ing proper nourishment with his own hand every five or 
ten minutes ; and, at the end of three weeks more, tlie 
"skeleton of the wreck" was seen walking on the deck 
of the Amethyst ; and, to the surprise of all who recol- 
lected that he had heen lifted into the ship by a oabin- 
boy, he presented the stately figure of a man nearly six 
feet high. 



^^V THE RYE-HOUSE PLOT DEFEATED. 

Rdhsot.d (one of those conspirators in the reign of 
Charles II., who frequently met to concert measures for 
assassinating tl)e king and his brother) was a maltster, 
and possessed a farm called the Rye-House, which lay 
on the road to Newmarket, whither the king commonly 
went once a year, for the diversion of the races, A plan 
of this farm was laid before some of the conspirators, by 
Rumbold, who shewed them how easy it woidd be, by 
overturning a cart, to stop at that place the king's coach ; 
while they might fire upon him Irom the hedges, and be 
enabled afterwards, through by-lanes and across the 
fields, to make their escape. But though the pkusi- 
bllity of this scheme gave great pleasure to the conspi- 
rators, no concerted design waa as yet laid, nor any men, 
horses, or arms provided : the whole was little more 
tihan loose discourse, the overflowings of their zeal and 
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rancour. The house, in which the king lived at New- 
market, took fire accidentally ; and he was obliged to 
leave that place eight days sooner than he intended. To 
this circumstance his safety was rationally ascribed, when 
the conspiracy was detected ; and the court party had 
reason to admire the wise dispensations of Providence. 



ESCAPE FROM A TIGER. 

Some time ago, while a party in a coimtry town were 
witnessing the almost human actions of an elephant in a 
wild-beast show, a most providential occurrence took 
place in reference to a child. A man had taken with 
him his little boy, whom he held in his arms ; and, ap- 
proaching unguardedly too near the cage of a royal 
tiger, the fierce animal suddenly thrust out one of his 
paws, caught hold of the child, and would have dragged 
him into the cage, had not the boy's dress, which was 
very loose, given way at the moment. By this means, 
the beast lost his hold, but he tore the garments through 
to the very skin. 



THE MISSIONARY BOX. 

On the 24th of July, 1814, the brig Eliza, W. Davis, 
master, loaded with oats, the brig Mary of Wate^ford, 
W. Hunt, master, and four other vessels, sailed together 
from Limerick, in Ireland, all bound for London. Early 
on the 26th, they fell in with the American ship of war, 
Whig, of eighteen guns and one hundred and twenty- 
seven men, commanded by James Clark, Esq. They 
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were then in the fiftieth degree of north latitude, and ten 
degrees of west longitude, off the south coast of Ireland. 
Captain Clarkfirst went on board the Mary of Wateribrd: 
and, after examining his prize, he gave orders to take 
out a hundred casks of butter, and twenty tierces of 
porit and heef, for the supply of the Whig, and then to 
set fire to tlie Mary ; all which was instantly complied 
with. After seeing her in a blaze. Captain Clark went 
in his boat on board the brig Ehza, when he found her 
loaded with a cargo of no use to him : he therefore gave 
orders immediately to set her on fire. While the pre- 
parations were making to carry the order into execution, 
which would not occupy three minutes. Captain Clark 
accidentally went into the cabin, where Captain Davis 
was, overwhelmed with ti'ouhle, bundling up his clothes 
to follow his men, who by this time had been pnt in 
chaiiiB on board the Whig. After Captain Clark had 
observed all about the cabin, and had taken away a heap 
of charts, and nautical and religious books, he cast his 
eye on a Missionary Box, and asked what it meant. 
Captain Davis consequently told bim all about it ; in- 
forming him, that iiimself and his crew were accustomed, 
every Monday, to drop a penny into that box, for the 
purpose of assisting to send out Missionaries to preach 
the Gospel to the heathen. — " But, ah ! " said the honest 
Welshman, " it is all over now." The American captain 
paused a little, with one end of his stick on the little box, 
and then said, " Captain, we Americans are not at war 
with you, nor with the like of you ; but with your 
government we are at war. Captain, as your cargo 
belongs to your government, I will utterly destroy it ; 
but neither you nor your vessel will I by any means 
hurt." With that, he ordered fifty of his men to come 
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on boM^ ; and they threw six hundred and thirty-geven 
sacks of com overhoard into the aea ; casting salt water 
over what was left for ballast, so as utterly to spoil it. 
And when Captain Clark understood, by the register of 
the Irish Miner, one of the other vessels, that part of her 
belonged to Captain Davis, of the Eliza, he spared her 
altogether, and her cargo. Here two ships and one 
CMgo were actually saved by a mUiionury box. 



THE NEW ZEALAND CHIEF. 

About the year 1807, the ship Sydney Cove, a sealer 
from Sydney, was cruising off the Bay of Islands, and 
had dispatched a boat's crew, consisting of five men and 
a boy, to one of the islands, in quest of seals. The boat 
was taken by the savages in the vicinity of the southern 
cape, and the hapless crew, with the exception of James 
Caddel, the boy, were killed and eaten. Providentially, 
in his fright, the boy flew to an old chief for mercy, and 
happened to touch his kakka-how, (the outward mat of 
the chief,) by which bis life was preserved, as his person 
was then held sacred. By this apparent chance, not 
only was the life of the boy spared, but, subsequently, 
he became allied to a chief's daughter, became a prince 
of no small influence, and a dauntless and terriiying 
New Zealand chief. After the lapse of several years, 
he was brought by Captain Edwardson to New South 
'Wales, accompanied by bis princess. 
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A GREAT part of Caatle Forbes, the ancient residence 
of the Earl of Granard, was destroyed by fixe. It had 
spread through a considerable portion of the premises 
without any alarm being given, until it had communi- 
cated with the bed-room in which Lord Forbes was 
sleeping. Much of the fiimiture of the apartment was 
already in flames ^ when his lordship was awoke by a 
little spaniel, which invariably slept in his room. But 
for this timely notice, he must inevitably have perished 
in the fast-spreading and devouruig element. 



FILIAL AFFECTION. 

During the French Revolution, Mademoiselle Som- 
bruil had been eight days with her father in prison, 
when the unhappy massacres of September commenced. 
After many prisoners had been murdered, and tlie sight 
of blood, continually flowing, seemed only to increase 
the rage of the assassins, while the wretched inmates of 
the prison endeavoured to hide themselves from the 
death that hovered over them, Mademoiselle SombruH 
rushed into the presence of the murderers who had seized 
herfether. — "Barbarians!" she cried, "hold your hands, 
he is my father !" She threw herself at their feet. In 
one moment she seized the hand which was lilted against 
her father, and in the next, she offered her own person 
to the aword, so placing herself that the parent could not 
be struck but through the body of his child. So much 
courage and filial afiection in so young a girl, for a 
moment diverted the attention of the a 
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perceived that they hesitated ; and seized on the favour- 
ahle opportunity. Wliile she entreuted for lior father's 
life, one of the monsters proposed the following condi- 
tion :—" Drink," said be, "a glass of blood, and save 
your lather." — - She shuddered, and retreated some 
paces : but filial affection gained the ascendency, and 
she yielded to the horrible condition. — " Innocent or 
guilty," said one of those who performed the office of 
judge, " it is unworthy of the people to bathe their 
hands in the blood of the old man, since they must first 
destroy this virtuous girl." A cry of " Pardon I" was 
heard. The daughter, revived by this signal of safely, 
threw herself into her father's trembling arms, which 
scarcely liad power to press her to his bosom, being 
overcome by such powerful aifection, and so providential 
a deliverance. Even the moat outrageous assassins were 
imahle to restrain their tears : and die fatlier and daugh- 
e triumphantly conducted to a place of comfort 
md safety. 



A NARROW ESCAPE. 

DuRisa a halt of a detachment of the British army in 
India, under the command of Sir George Holmes, two 
young officers of the 50th regiment were amusing them- 
selves with snipe-shooting. They beat the jungles on 
the banks of a river, for the purpose of disturbing the 
birds of which they were in search ; and one of these low 
thickets had been repeatedly tried in vain, when, all on 
p a sudden, they were surprised by a tremendous roar, and 
jrmous tiger sprang from this jungle. Lieutenant 
I .Wilson, on whom the animal sprung, stated, upon his 
Ljecovery, that he neither saw, nor heard) nor felt more 



than thai the monster's head was close to his own. His 
companion, Lieutenant Smelt, saw the tiger spring : lie 
gave a backward, cat-liie stroke with his paw, and, on 
Wilson's fall, he smelt at him, paused for a moment, 
{md then leaped off as a cat would have done if disturbed 
at a meal, Smelt, supposing that Wilson had been 
killed, hastened to the camp, and immediately sent the 
palanquin-bearers to the spot. They found the gentle- 
man alive, but insensible ; for his flesh had been torn 
away firom the head downwards, to the lower part of the 
back, and there was also a wound in his tHgh. All 
together, there were nineteen wounds. A half-eaten 
bufialo was found in the jungle, on which the tiger had 
been feasting. It happened weU for Wilson that this 
was the case : otherwise, it is to be expected, tliat hia 
destruction would have been unavoidable. 



^^P THE MIMtCK MERCIFULLY ARRESTED. 

A Mr. T , and three of his associates, once 

undertook to enliven a company by mimicking a cele- 
brated preacher. The proposition was highly gratilying 
to all the parties present; and a wager was agreed upon, 
to inspire each individual with a desire to excel in this 
impious attempt. That their jovial auditors might 
adjudge the prize to the most adroit performer, it was 
agreed that each should open the Bible, and hold forth 
from the first verse that should present itself to his eye. 
Accordingly, three, in their turns, mounted the table, 
and entertained their wicked companions, at the expence 
of every thing sacred, ^Tien they had exhausted tlieir 
little stock of buffoonery, it devolved upon Mr. T 



to close this very irreverent scene. Much elated, and 
(.■onfident uf success, he exclaimed, as he ascended 
the table, " I shall beat you all ! " But, O the stu- 
pendous depth of Divine mercy ! Who would have 
conceived that a gracious Providence would preside over 
such an assembly, and that this would be the time of 
heavenly love to one of the most outrageous mockers! 

When tile Bible was handed to Mr. T , he had not 

the slightest preconeeption what part of the Scriptures 
he should make the subject of his profane ridicule- 
However, by the guidance of an unerring Providence, it 
opened at the following remarkable passage, — Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish, (Luke XJii. 3,) 
No sooner had he uttered the words, than his mind was 
affected in a very extraowlinary manner : the sharpest 
pangs of eonviction now seized him ; and conscience 
denounced tremendous vengeance on his soul. In a 
moment, he was favoured with a clear view of the 
subject, and divided his discourse more like a divine 
who had been accustomed to speak on portions of Scrip- 
ture, than like one who never so much as thought on 
religious subjects, except for the purpose of ridicule. 
He found no deficiency of matter, and no want of 
utterance : and, frequently since, he has been heard to 
declare—" If ever I preached in my life by the assist- 
ance of the Spirit of God, it was at that time," 

Thus, in the order of Divine Providence, was a 
mocker converted into a preacher of the Gospel ! 

INNOCENCE PROVED. 

About the year 1820, a gentleman, while travelling 
flirough some of the western counties, partly for plea- 
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sure, and partly for the benefit of his healtli, was 
suddenly seized with a violent bleeding at the nose, 
from which circumstance, his clothes were soon covered 
with blood. Feeling unpleasantly, and being ashamed 
to travel in such a condition, he hastily, upon arriving 
at an inn, desired to be shewn into a private room : 
this was accordingly done, although not without notice 
being taken of his singular appearance, by the inhabi- 
tants of the inn. Having changed his dress, and paid 
for what he had taken, he again set forward on his 
journey. Some time after he had left the inn, informa- 
tion arrived, that a young woman had been discovered 
in a wood, with her throat cut, and otherwise dreadftilly 
injured. She, however, possessed sufficient strength to 
mform those who found her, that the outrage was com- 
mitted by a person who rode in a chaise drawn by 
a small black pony. This description, together with 
the person of the man himself^ agreed with the gentle- 
man who had recently left the town under rather 
suspicious appearances. An instant pursuit was, there- 
fore, commenced: his route was traced; and himself 
discovered. He was brought back to the house where 
he had changed bis dress, charged with the murder of 
the unfortunate young woman. The gentleman persisted 
in his innocence ; he acknowledged, indeed, that he had 
passed the wood in question, but said he had not entered 
it, nor did he know any thing of the young person 
spoken of. All liia declarations, however, were in vain; 
for every thing seemed to say that he was the assassin. 
The magistrates before whom he was taken, enquired his 

residence. It was at , upwards of two hundred 

miles from the spot. He accounted for his presence, by 
saying he was a person of property, taking a 
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of pleasure as well as for the benefit of his health ; and 
accounted for his dress being bloody, &c., by men- 
tioning the bleeding at his nose. After much examina- 
tion, he was admitted to bail for an enormous sum. 
The gentleman returned to town, whither report had 
fled before him. His acquaintance, and the gentry by^ 
whom he was surrounded, were ready to afford him 
their assistance, by attesting his character, &c., but d^ 
shock was so severely felt, together with the dangerous 
circumstances in which he was placed, that illness fol- 
lowed, and he became confined to his room. A short 
time afterwards, however, he received a letter from the 
magistrate, relieving him from his bail, and informing 
him, that about a week after the murder was com- 
mitted, the guilty person himself had been taken, and 
confessed the crime. He was thus providentially deli- 
vered from what would very probably have followed, 
namely, the forfeit of his life on circumstantial evi- 
dence. 



GENEROUS REVENGE. 

A YOUNG MAN dcsirous of getting rid of his dog, took 
it along with him to the river Seine. He hired a boat, 
and rowing into the stream, threw the animal in. The 
poor creature attempted to climb up the side of the boat; 
but his master, whose intention was to drown him, re- 
peatedly pushed him back with the oar. In doing this, 
the young man himself fell into the water, and would 
certainly have been drowned, had not the dog, as soon 
as he saw his master struggling in the stream, suffered 
the boat to float away, and held him above water till 
assistance arrived, and his life was preserved. 
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PRESENCE OF MIND. 

Some years ago, a company, seated under the umbra- 
geous branches of some trees, near the bank of a river 
in Bengal, were aianned at the unexpected appearance 
of a tiger, who was preparing for his fatal sprinig, when 
a lady, with unexampled presence of mind, unfurled a 
large umbrella in the animal's face. He instantly re- 
tired, as if confounded by so extraordinary and sudden 
an appearance, and thus afforded the party an oppor- 
tunity of retreating. 



THE INDIAN YOUTHS. 

During a dreadful massacre among the Christian 
Indians in North America, two youths were in a 
suiprising manner enabled to escape from the hands 
of the murderers. One of them, seeing they were in 
earnest, was so fortunate as to disengage himself from 
Mb bonds ; and then, slipping unobserved from the 
crowd, he crept through a narrow window into the 
cellar of the house in which the women were murdered. 
Their blood soon penetrated through the flooring, and, 
according to the youth's accoimt, ran in streams into the 
cellar; from which it appears probable that most, if not 
all of them, were not merely scalped, but killed with 
hatchets and swords. The lad remained concealed till 
night, providentially not one coming down to search the 
cellar : when, having with difiiculty climbed up the wall 
to the window, he crept through, and escaped into a 
neighbouring thicket. The other youth, whose name 
was Thomas, was not so fortunate. The murderers 
struck him only one blow on the head, took his scalp. 
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and left him weltering in liis gore. After some time, he 
recovered liis senses, and saw himself surroiuided by 
bleeding corpses. Among them, he observed a person 
called Abel, moving, and endeavouring to raise himself 
up. But Thomas remained lying motionless, as though 
he had been actually dead : and this caution proved the 
means of his deliverance; for, soon after, one of the 
murderers coming in, and observing Abel's motions, 
kiUed him outright with two or three blows. Thomas 
continued to lie quiet till dark, though suffering the 
most exijuisite torment. He then ventured to creep 
towards the door; and, observing nobody in the neigh- 
bourhood, got out and escaped into the wood, where he 
concealed himself during the night. He afterwards met 
the other youth who had escaped, in the wood: and, 
protected by the kind providence of God, they tra- 
velled uninjured till they arrived at Sandusky, though 
they purposely look a long circuit, and suifered great 
hardships and dangers. But, before they left the neigh- 
bourhood of Guadenhuetten, they observed the mur- 
derers, irom behind the thicket, making merry after 
their bloody enterprise, and at last setting fire to two 
slaughter-houses filled with those they had murdered. 



HOTTENTOT. 

A Hottentot, perceiving that he was followed by a 
, lion, and concluding that the animal only waited the 
' approach of night to make him bis prey, began to con- 
' rider what was the best mode of providing for hi» 
' safety ; and, at length, he adopted the following 
method. — Observing a piece of broken ground, with 



'} OF PROViiDENCEr " l4S* 

a precipitiati' descent on one side, he aat down by the 
edge of it, and found, to his great joy, tliat tlie Hon also 
made a. halt, and kept at a distance from him. As soon 
as it grew dark, the man, sliding gently forwardj let 
liimself down o little below the edge of the steep, and 
held up his cloak and hat on his stick, at the same time 
gently moving them backward and forward. The lion, 
mistaking the hat and cloak for the man himself, made 
a spring at it, and fell headlong down the prei^ipice. 



THE PRODIGAL RECLAIMED. 

A FEW years ago, a young gentleman, who had spent 
his fortune in riotous living, was reduced to poverty. 
For some time his friends supported him ; but at 
length they all forsook him ; when, wandering about 
as a vagabond, and having no prospect of any future 
supply, he determined to put an end to his miserable 
life by drowning himself. Being at that time in a 
strange place, he put lead into his pockets, and went 
to a river side, intending to accomplish his dreadful 
purpose ; but he thought he would wait till it was 
dark, before he plunged into the stream. As dusk 
came on, some lights in a house at a short distance 
attracted his observation and excited his curiosity : gd 
he went to the house, and, on his arrival, heard some 
people singing hymns. He listened at the door, till a 
chapter in the Bible was read, and a prayer was offered 
up ; when be felt an unaccountable wish to gain admis- 
sion. For this purpose, he knocked gently at the door, 
when one of the company opened it, and asked what he 
He expressed his ileBire to be admitted, bu.t 
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a told it was not cuEtomnry to admit strangers into 
iJieir meetings ; that, however, if he would behave de- 
cently, he might come in. In the astonishing kindness 
of Providence, the passage of Scripture under consi- 
deration that evening was this — " Do thyself no harm," 
(Acts xvi. 28.) AfVer several memhers of the congre- 
gation had made their remarks upon the subject, the 
■ervice was concluded with prayer and singing. It was 
no sooner over, than the stranger asked them how they 
came to know his thoughts ; for that he had not men- 
tioned his intention to any one person upon earth. 
This enquiry naturally surprised the members of the 
meeting, who declared that they had neither heard of 
him nor seen him before that evening. Upon this, the 
young gentleman disclosed the design he had enter- 
tained, to take away his life, and stated how its 
execution had been prevented by the appearance of 
the light in their window. This remarkable providence 
had so powerful an efteet on the young man's mind, 
that it became eventually the means of his conversion : 
and, under the divine blessing, he was made an eminent 
Christian, regained the favour of his friends, and ob- 
tained the means of support, reputation, and comfort. 



THE INSTRUCTIVE INSECT. 

Robert Bruce, the restorer of the Scottish monarchyt 
having been engaged one day in reconnoitring the 
-enemy, was obliged to take up liis lodging for the night 
in a bam belonging to a loyal cottager. In the morning, 
while his head was still reclining on his pillow of straw, 
he beheld a spider ascending a beam of the roof. The 



insect fell to the ground ; but immediately made u 
second essay to ascend. This attracted the notice of 
the hero, who, with regret, saw the spider fall a second 
time from the same eminence. It then made a third 
unsuccessful attempt. Not without a mixture of con- 
cern and curiosity, the monarch twelve limes heheld the 
insect baffled in its aim. But the thirteenth essay was 
crowned with success : it gained the summit of the 
beam. The king, upon this, started from his couch, 
and exclaimed, " This despicable insect has taught me 
perseverance. I will follow its example. Have I not 
been twelve times defeated by the enemy's superior 
force ? On one fight more hangs the independence of 
ray country." — In a few days his anticipations were 
fully realized, by the glorious result to Scotland of the 
battle of Bannockbum. 



A PROVIDENTIAL CONTEST. 

The following remarkable deliverance is extracted 
from an American paper, to which it was communicated 
by the captain of a Guinea ship. — 

" The bosom of the ocean was exceedingly tranquil ; 
and the heat, which was intolerable, had made us so 
languid, that almost a general wish overcame us, on 
the approach of the evening, to bathe in the waters of 
Congo. However, myself and Johnson were deterred 
from it by the fear of sharks, many of which we had 
observed in the progress of our voyage, and those enor- 
mously large. At length, Campbell alone, who had been 
making too free with the liquor-case, was obstinately 
bent on going overboard: and although we used every 
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means in our power to dissuade him, he dashed into the 
watery element, and had swam some distance from the 
vessel, when we on deck discovered an alligator making 
towards him from behind a rock that stood at a short 
distance from the shore. His escape I now considered 
impossible ; and I asked Johnson how we should act 
He, like myself, affirmed the impossibility of saving 
him, and instantly seized upon a loaded carbine to 
shoot the poor fellow before he fell into the jaws of 
the monster. I did not, however, consent to this, but 
waited with horror the tragedy we anticipated. Yet, 
willing to do all in our power, I ordered the boat to 
be hoisted, and we fired two shots at the approaching 
alligator, but without efiect. The report of the piece, 
and the noise of the Blacks from the sloop, soon made 
Campbell acquainted with his danger; and he saw the 
creature making for him ; and, with all the strength and 
skill he was master of, made to the shore. And now 
the moment arrived, in which a scene was exhibited, 
beyond the power of my humble pen to describe. On 
approaching within a short distance of some canes and 
shrubs which covered the bank, while closely pursued by 
the alligator, a fierce and ferocious tiger sprang towar4s 
him, and that just at the same instant that the jaws of 
the first enemy were opened to devour him. At this 
moment, Campbell was preserved. The tiger, eager for 
his prey, by overleaping him, encountered the gripe of 
the amphibious monster. The water was covered with 
the blood of the tiger, whose efforts to tear the scaly 
covering of the alligator were unavailing; while the 
latter had also the advantage of keeping the tiger 
lender water, by which the victory was soon obtained, 
lor the tiger*s death was now effected : they both sunk 
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to the bottom, and we saw no more of the alligator. 
Campbell was soon recovered and conveyed on board ; 
and, the moment he leaped on the deck, he fell on bis 
knees, and returned thanks to God for protecting him." 
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THE BROKEM MIRROR. 



'. H. Lacey. in bis interesting Memoirs of the 
Iste Rev. W, Lee, missionary in the East, has ^ven the 
following wonderfiil instance of the preservation of life, 
when in the greatest peril. 

" Among the English gentlemen who paid Mr. Lee 
particular attention, was Mr. Chmxibill, whose residence 
was about two miles from the mission-house at Visaga- 
patam. One evening, as he was reclining on a sofe, 
reflectmg on his moumfiil loss, (the recent death of his 
lady,) and watching the slumbers of his two little ones, 
who were near him on a bed, he was suddenly alarmed 
with the prospect of a terrible death for them as well as 
for himself, and as suddenly delivered both from the peril 
and the fear, A tiger walked into the bouse, and 
entered the room ; when, beholding his own image in 
a large mirror, he rushed forward, and broke it into a 
thousand pieces, and then immediately fied from tlic 
spot! Whether the alarm and horror thus excited, 
were productive of injury to Mr, Churchill's health 
does not appear: he did mot, however, long survive 
the event. 

" ' An «TtbqiukF mij be liid Id apArr 
TtiFmu ttait^i fltnuiglpd by « bur!"* 
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THE HUMANE ROMAW. 

When CaiuB Caligula, emperoT of Rome, had sent 
Petronius into Syria, charging him to make war on the 
Jews, and, by the utmost force, to make thein con- 
sent to let his image ^ — the statue of himself — be set 
up in their temple at Jerusalem; the Jews, on (he 
approach of the general, met him to tlie number of 
several thousands, and, with prolonged supplications 
and entreaties, endeavoured to divert him from the exe- 
cution of his orders. Petronius, however, explained the 
nature of his commission, shewing them that it was out 
of his power to contradict the emperor's pleasure ; while 
the Jews, on their side, represented, that, unable as they 
were to stand against the emperor, they were stiU less 
able to withstand Almighty God, whose commands 
would be positively transgressed by obedience to the 
emperor's requisition. They therefore declared their 
resolution to endure whatever should be iniiicted on 
them, rather than to violate the commands of God. 
When the Roman general found the people thus deter- 
mined, not in one or two places only, but throughout 
the whole province, he asked them whether they did 
not mean, on this account, to make war with Ceesar, 
and fight against him. They replied that they would 
nai fight, hut they could die on that account: and pros- 
trating themselves before him, they offered their naked 
throats, shewing their readiness to undergo death, rather 
than yield to the obnoxious mandate. In tliis conduct 
they persevered for four successive days, and neglected 
all their husbandry, reiiising to till their land, or make 
any other provision for their sustenance, after thus deter- 
mining to die. Affected by their conscientious remon- 
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strances, Petronius undertook to write to CiEsar, to 
endeavour to dissuade him from tlie enterprise. Ca- 
ligula, however, answered the letter with another, in 
which he commanded Petronius, as a punishment for 
not executing hia commands, to put himself to death; 
and he also declared his resolution to exterminate the 
contumacious nation. But before this letter reached 
Petronius, he was apprised of the death ol' Caligula. 
Thus did God preserve both him and the Jews: and 
though, at that time, they were a nation guilty of the 
blood of Christ, yet, in a case wherein they had resolved 
to suffer any thing rather than disobey God's law so 
grossly, he was pleased to spare thera, and extend his 
ireserving hand over them. 



THE PARSONAGE ON FIRE. 



The father of that indefatigable and eminently useflil 
servant of God, the Rev, John Wesley, it is well known, 
was a clergyman much persecuted by some persons of 
his parish. The wretches, who hated their pastor, had 
twice attempted, without success, to set his house on 
fire. In a third attempt they succeeded. At midnight, 
some pieces of burning wood feU upon one of his 
daughters, and awoke her. At the same time, Mr, 
Wesley, hearing a cry of " Fire ! " from the street, 
started up. His wife was very ill at that time, and 
therefore slept in another room. Bidding her, and the 
two eldest girls, to shift for themselves, lie burst open 
the nursery-door, where the maid lay with five children. 
She snatched up the youngest, and bade the rest follow 
The three eldest did so ; but John, who was at 
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. ' ^a time six years old, was not awakened by all this 
noise, and in the a,larm was forgotten. By the time the 
family reached the hall, the flames were aU round them ; 
and Mr. Wesley then found that the keys of the door 
were up abiirs. He rau and recovered them a minute 
hefore the staircase took fire. When the door was 

, opened, a strong north-eaat wind drove in the flames 
with such violence that none could stand against them. 
Some of the children, however, got through the windows, 
and others through a little door, into the garden. Unahle 
to do either, owing to the state in wluch she then was, 
Mrs. Wesley, after three attempts, which proved vain, 
rushed through the flames into the street, naked as she 
was, and escaped with some slight scorching of the head 
and face. At this time, the chOd was heard to cry in the 
nursery : until that moment, he had not been remem- 
bered. The, father ran to the stairs; but they were 
then so nearly consumed that they could not bear his 
weight : and, being utterly in despair, he fell on his 
knees in the hall, and in agony recommended the soul 
of his child to God. Meantime, John, who had been 
awakened by the light, ran to the door, and, finding it 
impossible to escape there, climbed upon a chest, that 
stood near the window. He was seen from the yard. 
There was no time to fetch a ladder : but it was, 
liappily, a low house : one man was hoisted upon the 
shoulders of another, and was then able to take him out 
at the window. A moment later, and it would have 
been too late. The whole roof instantly fell in : but it 
fell inward, or they must aU have been crushed together. 
When the child was carried into the house wliither 
his parents had been taken, the father cried out, " Come 
neighbours, let us kneel down ; let us give thanks 
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to God ! He has given me all my eight children ; let 
the house gn: I am rich enough!" This providential 
escape was ever remembered by Joha Wesley with the 
deepest gratitude. Under one of his portraits, there is 
the representation of a house in flames, with this motto ; 
" Is not this a brand plucked out of the burning ?" 



THE SLEEPWALKER. 

The following remarkable deliverance is related in 
the words of Jeremiah Lacy, a pensioner in Greenwich 
Hospital, formerly a seaman on board His Majesty's 
ship RanuLies, of seventy-four guns. 

" Having been free in drinking before I went to bed, 
I arose in my sleep about twelve o'clock at night. 
The lower deck porta being open, I went out at one of 
the ports into the water. At first, I supposed it to be 
all a dream, and was little or no way alarmed about it ; 
but, when I eame to the bottom, I awoke with the most 
fearful conviction of my dreadful circumstances. I 
expected every moment to appear before my awful 
Judge ! All the sins that I had ever committed were 
instantly brought to my remembrance ; and I felt as if 
they would all appear swift witnesses against me : srt 
that I could truly say — ' The pains of heli gat hold 
upon me!' And how to lift up my guilty eyes to the 
throne of mercy I knew not, having bo long refused to 
do BO. But I saw no other remedy, and therefore cried 
onto the Lord in my trouble ; and, although I never 
could swim, and my strength had left me, yet the Lord 
heard my cry, and said unto me, ' Strive ! ' I heard the 
voice distinctly ; and, in making an effort, I received 
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Iresli strength, which brought me towards the surface of 
the water. Tlie quarteniiaster, who watched upon 
deck, supposing some person to be overboard, waited 
for my rising, and threw the end of the majn-brace (a 
thick rope) overboard, which, providentially, sunk, as I 
suppose, two fathoms to my hands ; on which I seized 
it, but was immediately deprived of my senses, and 
could not remember what happened afterwards. By 
means of the main-brace I was brought alongside, and 
taken on board the ship. The surgeon, being called to 
my assistance, after his efforts to restore me had proved 
ineffe(;tual, pronounced nie a dead man ; and I was 
laid out as a breathless corpse, remaining so from half- 
past twelve o'clock till seven in the moraing. And I 
should have again been committed to the great deep, to 
he no more seen until the morning of the resurrectioii, 
had not Providence directed the eye of my messmate to 
observe in me some signs of breathing. Being there- 
upon restored to animation, I was asked how I went 
overboard : and when I could speak, I answered, ' I do 
not know that I have been overboard.' But their 
insisting that I had, brought to my recollection the 
awful state in which I found myself, when I awoke in 
the water: hut by what means I came there I knew 
not, only that I supposed I went out at the porthole 
fai my sleep.' " 



THE DRUNKEN DIVINE RECLAIMEl 
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The Rev, Rees Prichard, the eminently pious and 
useful vicar of Llandovery, in the county of Carmar- 
then, when he commenced his ministry was exceedingly 



THB BECORD OF PHOVIDSITCE. Ififi 

gay, and was, it is said, addicted to drinking. His 
reformation is reported to have been effected in the fol- 
lowing very singular manner :— 

He had a fayourite goat, which used to ramhle about 
the town, and was once enticed into a pubhc-house by 
some loose fellowa, who made it drunk with ale. Aftej 
this, the animal seemed more disposed tlian its owner 
to learn wisdom from past misfortune. It would never 
come near the tavern ; and always retained a strong 
aversion to that intoucating liquor of which it had been 
made to partake it vsonld never taste the deceitful 
draught, nor even endure the smell of it. This sagacious 
conduct of his goat so powerfully arrested the mind of 
Mr. Prichard, as to render him ashamed of the odious 
sin of drunkenness ; while it led to a train of reflections 
whi(^ became, in the hands of Divine Providence, the 
means of Ms conversion. Wliile Solomon advises the 
sluggard to go to the aat, surely the drunkard might be 
advised to go to the goat ! 



^^P THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TICKET. 

To deliver a soul from ignorance and sin is, of all 
deliverances, the greatest and the best ; and there are 
no means for this purpose, even the most simple, which 
may not subserve the will of Jehovah, as is seen in the 
following anecdote :— 

A Sabbath-school ticket was dropped in the street by 
a scholar in Petersburg, a town in North America. A 
lady, passing that way in her carriage, perceived it on 
the ground, and supposing it to be a treasury note, or 
small bill, such as were then used for change, ordered 



her BerVEiiit to bring it her. He did so; when, lo! 
instead of .its representing a small amount of eaithl; 
treasure, she found upon it the IbUowing worda — "' What 
shall it profit a. man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul ? " The enquiry was deeply impressed 
upon her mind, and in vain did she attempt to banish it, 
III vain she sought the circles of folly and dissipation : 
the thought still pressed upon her mind, — " What shall 
it profit?" — nor did she ever find rest till she was 
brought to the feet of Jesus. 



PERSECUTION PREVENTED. 

Maxiuilian, emperor of Germany, conversing one 
day in his coach with Johannes Crato, who was his 
principal physician and a learned protestant, was lament- 
ing the divisions of Christians, and asked Crato which 
party approached nearest, in his opinion, to apostolical 
simplicity. Crato replied, that' he thought that honour 
belonged to the bretliren called Picards, the same as 
were called Waldenses and Albigenses. The emperor 
said, " I think so too." This, being reported to them, 
afforded them much encouragement, and induced them 
to dedicate to him a book of their devotions. During 
the preceding year, God liad marvellously preserved 
him from the guUt of their blood. Joachim, chancellor 
of Bohemia, ■went to Vienna, and would give the 
emperor no rest until he had procured from him a man- 
date reviving a former persecuting ordinance against 
them. Having obtained his commission, as he was 
leaving Vienna, and passing the bridge over the Danube, 
.the bridge gave way and fell in, when Joachim and his 
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retinue were precipitated into that great river; and all 
were drowned excepting aix horsemen and one young 
nobleman, who, perceiving his lord in the water, caught 
hold of his gold chain, and held liim up till some fisher- 
men came to his aaaiatance. They, however, found 
that Joachim was dead. ; and his box, containing the 
persecuting mandate, had sunk past recovery. The 
young nohleman who survived was so affected hy the 
hand of God in this affair, that he joined the Picards in 
their religion ; and the persecution dropped. 



^V THE DESIGN FRUSTRATED. 

The preaching of the late Rev, T, Scott having been 
made effectual to the production of a great change in 
the mind of a young lady, the daughter of a country 
gentleman, so that she could no longer join the family in 
their usual dissipations, her father, looking on Mr. Scott 
ss the cause of what he considered to be melancholy in 
his daughter, felt violently enraged against him, and 
farmed a plan for his destruction, by lying in wait to 
shoot him. This diabolical design, however, was disco- 
vered, and communicated to Mr. Scott, who, being thus 
providentially apprized of it, was happily preserved. 



THE DRUNKEN DRUMMER. 

DoKiMO the period when the protestants were besieged 
at fieziers, in France, a drummer was one night passing 
through the town in a state of intoxication, and, under 
the impulse of mischievous frenzy, he rang the alarm- 
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bell, by which the inhabitants were aroused from their 
beds at the silent hour of midnight. This poor man's 
drunkemiessy however, was overruled for good: fcnr it 
happened that at this very moment the besi^ers were 
attempting an assault. Thus, by an apparent chance, 
but a real providence, were the inhabitants preserved. 



THE divine's retreat. 



Du Moulin, an eminent protestant divine, fled from 
his persecutors during the dreadfril Parisian massacre of 
St. Bartholomew's day. It will be remembered that the 
destruction of the protestants was persevered in, on this 
occasion, for three successive days, during which, nearly 
a hundred thousand persons were barbarously slain. 
Du Moulin took refuge in an oven, over which a spider 
providentially wove her web. His pursuers actually 
came to the spot, but, perceiving the cobweb, they 
neglected an examination of the interior; and the divine 
was preserved. 



SUDDEN CONVERSIONS. 

The Rev. T. Wills, late minister of Silver^street and 
Islington chapels, once, in the course of his joumeyings, 
preached at Bristol from the text — " My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee." He then took occasion to relate the 
following circumstance respecting a young woman, who 
knew and loved the Lord, but was frequently assaulted 
with powerftil temptations. It seems, that she was 
labouring against a strong temptation, to put a period 
to her existence by drowning herself. The enemy so 
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far succeeded as to prevail on her to go to the river for 
the purpose of putting her dreadliil plan into execution. 
But, as she was adjusting her clothes, to prevent her 
from floating, she felt something in her pocket, which 
proved to be her Bible. She thought she would take it 
out, and look at it again for the last time. She did so ; 
and the before -mentioned text immediately caufflit her 
eye. The Lord applied it with his own energy to her 
soul : the snare was instantly broken ; the temptation 
was taken away : and she returned home, blessing Him 
who had given her the victory. 

The relation of this occurrence was blest to the con- 
version of a man and his wife, who were present in 
Mr. Wills's congregation, and to the completion of a 
similar deliverance from the power of the destroying 
angel. Previous to this time, the unhappy couple had 
lived* in a continual state of enmity : their habitation 
exhibited a scene of discord and confusion ; and their 
quarrels frequently ended in an obstinate and prolonged 
silence. During one of these unhappy seasons, the 
wife came to the dreadful determination of drowning 
herself. She accordingly left the house for the purpose, 
and approached the brink of the river ; but fearing that 
the light of day would lead to her detection, she hesi- 
tated, and began to think what she should do with herself 
till it became darker. At lengtli, seeing a place of wor- 
ship open, she thought she would go in ; and when the 
service should be concluded, it would be sufficiently 
dark for her design. She then entered the place where 
Mr, Wills was preaching ; and, as before mentioned, he 
related the anecdote at the head of this article. The 
poor womui listened with attention ; the Lord blessed 
what she heard to her conversion j and the snare of the 
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fowler wtks broken. She returned home quite an altered 
jierson ; ao much so, that her husband looked at her 
with surprise. Her countenance, which had previously 
been the index of a. malevolent heart, now indicated the 
temper and disposition of the Iamb. Struck with the 
sudden change, her husband asked her where she had 
be^. When she told him, he immediately asked, " And 
did you see me there ? " She replied, " No. " He 
added, " But I was : and. blessed be God, I found his 
grace Buflicient for me also t" The reality of the change 
evidenced itself in their future lives and conversation, 
:irhich were such as became the Gospel of Christ. 



THE SACRIFICE ACCEPTED. 

The following remarkable and interesting display of 
ivine Providence is given by the late learned and 
pious Dr. Cotton Mather. 

" On the 25th of August, 1676, Mr. Ephraim How, 
Shipmaster, of New Haven, in New England, set sail 
from that place, in a small vessel, for Boston, with his 
two oldest sons and a few other persons. In a short 
time, they arrived there in Safety : and, after despatehing 
their business, tliey set sail from thence, on the lOth of 
September following, intending to return immediately to 
New Haven. But contrary winds forced them back to 
Boston, where Mr. How was taken ill of a violent flux, 
a distemper which was then epidemical in those parts, 
and of which many persons died. The merciful provi- 
dence of God, however, spared his life ; and Mr, How 
being soon restored to health, he again, with his little 
company, set saU from Boston on tbe 10th of October. 



They proceeded on their voyage, with a fair wind, till 
they had nearly reached Cape Cod ; when suddenly the 
weather became very tempestuous and hazy, so that 
they could not make the cape, but were forced oil' 
to sea, where they were exposed to the violence and 
fury of the boisterous elements. Their distress was now 
increased from another quarter : Mr. How's eldest son 
sickened and died, in about eleven days. He was no 
sooner dead, than his younger brother fell sick, and died 
also. This was a bitter cup to their good father, who 
was a truly pious man : and his distress was heightened 
by another consideration : for his case was not like that 
of Ephraim, mentioned in the First Book of Chronicles, 
of whom it is said, that, wheu liis sons were dead, 
' Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his 
brethren came to comfort him.' No ; it was otherwise 
with good Mr. How, another Ephraim ; for when his 
sons were dead, his friends were on shore and knew it 
not, and of course could administer to him no consolation 
in his grief. But what his Mends could not do, that 
the Lord did himself: for hia children died so happy, 
tiiat their father was not without joy in the midst of his 
soiTOW. His difficulties, however, were" not a little 
increased by their loss, since they furnished him witli 
the only help he had in working the vessel. Not long 
afterwards, another of their company, Mr. Caleb Jones, 
son of the WorsliipM William Jones, a magistrate of 
New Haven, was taken ill, and expired in a short time. 
He, however, left this stormy and troublesome world, 
not without clear and consolatory evidence of his having 
obtained ' repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.' Thus the one half of their little 
company had finished tlie voyage of life, none being left 
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Hit Mr. Au^r, Mr. How, and a little boy. At the 
I some time, Mr. How was very weak and sickly ; yet 
their situation was so dangerous, that he was obliged to 
stand at the helm for six and thirty hours together, being 
often in danger of being washed overboard through the 
violence of the sea. In this extremity, he was at a loss 
how to proceed, and often revolved in his mind, whether 
he should strive to make the shore of New England, or 
. bear away for the Southern Islands. He proposed the 
L ^oestion to Mr. Augur : and in their conversation, they 
determined, in the first place, to seek God in prayer, 
asking counsel and protection at his hands ; and then, 
to bring the matter to an issue by casting lots ; which, 
accordingly, they did ; and the lot fell on New England, 
towards wliich they, therefore, directed their course. 
After the expiration of about a month, they lost their 
rudder: and now they had nothing to rely on, but God 
only. In this deplorable condition they continued for a 
fortnight. Early in the morning after they had com- 
pleted their sixth week, the vessel was driveu against 
a ledge of rocks, over which the sea broke with great 
violence. Looking out towards the land, they discovered 
a rocky island to the leeward, on which, if the provi- 
dence of God had not given them rimely notice, they 
would have been dashed to pieces. In this extremity, 
God appeared, and caused the sea to become suddenly 
calm. On this, they immediately dropped on anchor, 
and got out their boat, which proving leaky, through 
fear and anxiety they took but little out of the vessel, 
and made the best of their way towards shore. As soon 
as they had landed, they found themselvea upon a 
rocky, desolate island, near Cape Sables, on which was 
neither man nor beast. They were now in danger of 
being starved to death. 
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Witliin a short time after their landing a storm arose, 
which beating violently upon their vessel, "it was Boon 
staved to pieces, and became a mere wreck. A caak of 
powder, however, and abarrelofwine, and halfa barrel of 
molasses, reached the shore ; these being providentially 
secured to them, as well as a few other articles which 
were necessary to form a tent, in order tu protect them 
from the cold. They were, indeed, furnished with pow- 
der and shot ; but tbey were in so dreary and desolate 
a situation, that there were scarcely any fowls to be 
seen, except now and then a few solitary crows, ravens, 
or sea-gulls. These, for the most part, appeared singly; 
so that they seldom were able to shoot more than one 
at a time, and they were frequently obliged to make 
half of one of these fowls furnish a meal for their whole 
company. Once, indeed, they were constrained to live 
five days without any sustenance; but, what was re- 
markable, during this interval they were not, as usual, 
oppressed with hunger, the desire of food being taken 
away. After they had been about twelve weeks in this 
dreary situation, Mr. How's dear friend, and chief sup- 
port, Mr. Augur, died. He had now, therefore, no 
living creature to converse with but the lad, who, on 
the 2d of April, died also. Mr. How, being thus 
stripped of every comfort of an earthly kind, was left 
alone for a considerable time upon the island, having no 
one either to mitigate or share his sorrows. During 
this sad interval, several vessels employed in the Hsh- 
eries passed by, and some of them approached very near 
the island. But, though he endeavoured to attract their 
notice by various signals of distress, it was oJl in vain; 
none came near to him, or would afford him any assis- 
tance; for they supposed him to be one of those Indiant j 
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who were then at war with the English. The good 
man earnestly hesought God to have compassion on 
him, and kept many days of humiliation, &sting, and 
prayer, hewailing and confessing his sins, the least of 
which, he acknowledged, deserved greater dvils than any 
that had hefallen him, or could hefall him, in the present 
world. At the same time, he earnestly entreated that 
God would find out some way for his deliverance. At 
length, it came into his mind, that he ought solemnly 
to praise God for the great mercies and signal deliver- 
ances he had hitherto experienced, as well as to continue 
thus in prayer and supplication. Accordingly, he set 
lipart a day for that purpose, spending the whole of it in 
offering the sacrifice of praise, and giving thanks to 
God for all the mercies of his past life, so &r as he 
could recall them to mind, dwelling in an especial 
manner on those dispensations which had heen mingled 
with the deepest afflictions; and, at the same time, 
humhly blessing God, for having preserved him alive 
by miracle, in his present forlorn and dangerous con- 
dition. — How can we sufficiently adore the condescen- 
sion of the great God! The sacrifice was accepted 
through the intercession of his Son; and deliverance 
was immediately granted. A vessel, belonging to Salem, 
in New England, was now drawing near ; and, shortly 
afterwards, sailing close by the island, a boat was sent 
on shore, and Mr. How was immediately taken on board. 
His troubles were now at an end, and his faith and 
patience abundantly recompensed. After a safe and 
prosperous voyage, he landed at Salem ; and, proceed- 
ing firom thence, he arrived in safety at New Havenj 
to the glory of God, and the inexpressible joy of his 
friends." 
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TWO PROTESTANTS SAVED. 

Di'KiNC the cruelties and mischief perpetrated Ly the 
infatuated papista in the county of Wexford, in the year 
17W8, the following instance of deliverance ia recorded 
by Mr. George Taylor, in hia Aecouiit of the Rise, Pro- 
greas, and Suppression of the RebeUion. 

" The rehela now rejoiced that thej had put the 
cavalry to flight; and, being spirited on by their ho}fi 
commander, they rushed forward to Rockspring, the 
residence of Lieutenant Bookey, whom they had mur- 
dered 0. few minutes before; acreecliing and howling, to 
gather the country people as they passed along. The 
house was left in care of two protestants, Jacob Ward 
and Samuel Hawkins, and five papists, the domestics 
of the late Lieutenant Bookey. About one o'clock in 
the morning, the rebels approached, nearly four hundred 
in number. Three of the papiata atole away; two joined 
the rebels; and the two proteatants only were left, svith 
four guns, to defend the house. 'When the rebels ad- 
vanced, they called out for the arms of the house. The 
tjro proteatants told them that they should have them ; 
and immediately discharged the four guns, loading and 
firing as quick as possible upon them. The rebels grew 
ouCrageoua, surrounded the house, fired in at the win- 
dows, shouting and throwing stonea, and burst open 
the door with a sledge. They were heard to say, 
' Come away before more of ua are killed.' When they 
entered the house, they lighted candles, and aasembled 
in the hall. The two men above stairs ceased firing 
also, and placed themselves on the stairs to prevent 
their coming up. Priest Murphy ordered the men who 



THE KECOBD OF PKOTIDXNDE. 

* held ihe candles to go up stairs, and see who were in 
Ae house; but they refused. He instantly drew his 
sword, and commanded them to go up, declaring that, 
in case of refijaal, he would eut oif their heads. At 
this, they ran up quickly ; when, on coming to the top, 
they were inslantly shot, and tumbled down on their 
companions. The rebels now became more outrageous, 
went into the kitchen, set the house on Sre, and then 
iurrounded it, being detennined not to let Ward and 
his companion eecape. Others of them set fire to the 
out-offices. The two men above stairs, however, with 
the most astonishing fortitude, continued to fire upon 
the rebels, till they heard the floor crack under them, 
when it presently gave way to the devouring flames, 
Waid and his companion just escaped to the upper 
story, stilt keeping up their fire, the rebels all the time 
shouting and throwing stones. WLen the under floor 
fell, the smoke and flames ascended with such violence, 
that the two brave men were scorched by the heat, ani 
almoat stifled by the columns of smoke. In this situa- 
tion, they were not able to fire; but their spirits were 
unsubdued; for Ward called to Hawkins to come to 
him, that they might die together, rather than yield to 
guch murderers. 

It was now nearly day, when a servant of Mr. 
Bookey's, who had been sick, but had found means 
to crawl out when the house was first set on fire, told 
the rebels that it was better for them to withdraw before 
tlie day appeared, as the many shots must have alarmed 
the yeomanry, who would be guided by the house on fire, 
and perhaps surprise them. The party, supposing from 
the cessation of their fire, that Ward and Hawkins were 
■consumed, thought the counsel good, and immediately 
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marched off to Captain Comick's, about half a mile 
distant, in search of arms. When they were gone, the 
servant called to Ward and Hawkins to go through a 
window on the top of a stable adjoining the dwelUng- 
hooae, which was not on fire. This ihey did; and, by 
the good providence of God, just escaped with their 
lives, after being almost suffocated!" 



TWO INFANTS SAVED. 

Is the year 1782, a vessel in the service of the 
Company, returning to England from the East Indies, 
having met with violent gales, was upon the verge of 
sinking. At this dreadful moment, eight of the sailors 
seized upon a small boat, being the only one which the 
ship then contained, and instantly rowed off, leaving 
the rest of the crew to perish. Necessity compelled 
them to adopt this measure; because the boat could 
hold no more without the utmost danger. The sailors 
on board the vessel begged them to return, and take 
two helpless infimts, who could add very little to the 
weight of the boat. The tars, melted with compassion 
at the sight of the infants, returned, afler obtaining a 
promise that not a man should set his foot on the boat. 
"niey then received the children, and again rowed off. 
Not a man attempted to save his life by jumping into 
the boat: they had too much regard to the aolemn 
promise they had made, and permitted their comrades 
to depart without molestation. Thus did these brave 
■eameu, in the hour of deep distress, forgetting them- 
■dves, think only of preserving the lives of two helpless 
babe*. Before the boat was out of sight, the vessel 
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went dowii, and every soul on board perished. Provi- 
dentially, the boat fell in with another East India ship, 
the captain of which took the two children almost dead 
with cold, put them into his own bed, caused them to 
be rubbed, and recalled the dying spark of life into 
their almost frozen bodies. The children are now fine 
young men, returning thanks to that merciful God, 
whose hand was so conspicuous in the almost incredible 
circumstances of their preservation. 



THE ASSASSIN ASSASSINATED. 

Plutarch relates, that Timoleon was miraculously 
delivered from the conspiracy of two murderers, by their 
meeting, in the very moment of their intended assassi> 
nation, a person who, to revenge the death of his father, 
killed one of them. This happened just as they were 
ready to give Timoleon the fatal blow : and it was thus 
remarkably prevented, by a person who was totally 
ignprant of their wicked design. 



SELF-DESTRUCTION PREVENTED. 

The Rev. Mr. S n, of Cambridge, having been 

invited to preach in a certain parish-church on a Sun- 
day, took a walk the next morning into the church- 
yard, to read the inscriptions on the tombstones, with 
the view of thereby gaining some information of the 
state of mind in which the people, late of that parish, 
had finished their course upon earth. After long search- 
ing in vain for expressions worthy of dying Christians, 



he Bt last came to a monument, on which was inscribed 
a teatimony to the holy triumph of a departi;d believer, 
and e song of gratefiil praise to tlic dying love of Christ. 
While he was indulging in the pleasing sensations which 
this diflcovery had excited, he saw a woman passing by 
the churchyard, whom he called tfl him, and desired to 
read the hnes which hud so delightfully affected his own 
heart. She did ao ; but told him they contained nothing 
Buitable to her; for that she had no interest in the hlood 
of Jeaus. He requested her to read them again : but 
she answered as before, that the biood of Christ brought 
no benefit to her. Being under much concern for the 
woman, Mr. S — — n asked her where she hved; and 
she told him that she lived at the distance of nearly 
three miles and a half. A few days afterwards, he 
enquired the way to her house, when he found her in 
the deepest distress, having a mother dying of old age, 
and two children ill of the small-pox, without any 
means of support or relief. He took occasion, from 
their afflictive circumstances, to impress upon them a 
sense of the wise and gracious dealings of God in ail 
his dispensations towards his helpless creatures; and, 
after recommending their souls and bodies to the mercy of 
God, and the care of his providence, he gave them a few 
religious books, and a little pecuniary aasistance, and took 
an affectionate leave of thent. About twelve months after 

this, Mr. S n again visited the same parish, where he 

preached, as before: and, the following day, he went to the 
poor woman's house to leam the condition of the family. 
As he drew near, the woman saw him, and knew him ; 
and, with pleasure in her countenance, went forth to 
meet him. After expressing her thankfulness for his 
fiamer kindness, she informed him, that at the time he 
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»w her pass by the churchyard, and called het to read 
the inBcriptdon on the tombstone, she had been to ask 
help of her brother, who kept a draper's shop in the 
village ; but his unnatural refusal, with the prospect 
of its sad consequences to her mother and the children, 
had thrown her into such a stale of distraction and des- 
pondency, that she was hastening to a neighbouring 
river, with a determination to drown herself. She 
fiiither informed him, that, soon after his late visit, 
one of her children died, and the other was restored 
to health; and that, about the same time, God had 
blotted out all her transgressions. She said, that she 
had been happy in his iavour ever since ; and that her 
mother died, six months after, in the full assurance of 
everlasting rest. 

Thus did God, by means of so seemingly minute s 
circumstance, preserve a miserable woman from self- 
destruction, rescue a family from the deepest calamity, 
and translate several individuals into the kingdom of his 
dear Son. 



THE SHIELD. 

A PIOUS soldier, of the name of John Brotherton, was 
engaged in the battle of Minden. When he left home, 
he took with him a small Bible, wliich he determined 
to make the constant companion of his travels. Just 
as the engagement was about to commence, he placed 
his Bible between his coat and waistcoat, over Im 
breast : and this was the means of saving his Iffe ; 
for one of the enemy, with the point of liia bayonet, 
made a fearful thrust at him. The destructive weapon 
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pierced through hifl belt and coat, and through about 
fifty leaves of the Bible, while he himself remained 
uninjured. 



THE NEWCASTLE MASTIFF, 

On the evening of the 21at of February, 1822, the 
■hop of Mr. Coxen, chandler, in the town of Newcastle, 
was left in the charge of his daughter, about nine years 
old, and a large mastiff, which is generally kept there 
as a safeguard. The child had on a straw bonnet, 
which, while she was stooping over the candle, took 
fire. She immediately endeavoured to pull it off, but 
she could not, as it was tied fast. She then shrieked 
out with terror; on which, the mastiff instantly sprang 
to her asaiatance, and with his mouth and paws, com- 
pletely smothered the flame, by pressing the bonnet 
together. The lining of the bonnet and the child's 
hair only were burned. The gal's mother, who was 
going to the shop at the time, was near enough to hear 
the cries of the child, and entered just as the feithful 
animal was in the act of performing this extraordinary 
feat. 



PRESERVATION FROM THE RABBLE. 

Thb Rev. John Wesley has recorded in his Journal, 
the following remarkable deliverance. — 

"Wednesday, October 19th, 1743, I came to Bir- 
mingham, in my way to Newcastle. Thursday, Octo- 

t SOtfa, several persons from Wednesbury earnestly 
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desired me to call there. I yielded to their importu- 
nity, and went. I was sitting and vmdng at FnmciB 
Ward's in the afternoon, when the cry arose, that Ihe 
Durliiaton mob had beset the house. I called Iflgether 
those that were in the house, and prayed that God 
would scatter the people that delighted in war. And it 
was so; one went one way, and one another, so that b 
half an liour the house was clear on every aide. But, 
before five, they returned with greater numbers. The 
cry of all was, ' Bring out the minister.' I desired one 
to bring the captain of the mob into the house. After 
a few words interchanged, the lion was as a lamb. I 
then desired him to bring in one or two more of the 
most angry of his companions. He did so: and in two 
minutes their minds were changed too. I then bade 
those who were in the room make way, that I might go 
t among the people. As soon as I was in the midst 
of them, I said, ' Here I am: what do you want with 
Many cried out, ' We want you to go with ua to 
the justice.' I said, ' That 1 will, with all my heart.' 
I So 1 walked before, aad two or three hundred of them 
' followed, to Brentley Hall, two miles from Wednesbxiry. 
1 servant came out, and told them that Justice 
Lame was not to be spoken with. Here they were at 
a stand, till one advised to go t« Justice Peasehouse, at 
Walsall. About seven, we came to his house : hut he 
t word, that he was in bed, and could not be 
I Bpoken with. All the company were now pretty well 
I, agreed to make the best of their way home ; but we 
tad not gone a hundred yards, when the mob of Walsall 
: pouring in like a flood. The Darlaston mob 
stood against them for a while : but in a short time, 
Bome being knocked down, and others much hurt, the 



rest ran away, and left me in their hands. To attempt 
to speak was vain, the noise heing lihe that of taking a 
city by storm: so that they dragged me along, till they 
came to a town at a few hundred yards distance ; where, 
seeing the door of a large house open, I endeavoured 
to get in. But a man, catching me by the hair, (my 
hat having been caught away in the beginning,) pulled 
me back into the middle of the mob, who were as so 
many ramping and roaring lions. Tliey hurried me 
from thence, through the main street, from one end 
of the town to the other. I continued speaking all 
the time to those within hearing, feeling no pain or 
weariness. At the end of the town, seeing a door 
half open, I made towards it, and would have gone 
in; but the gentleman in the shop would not suffer 
me, saying, they would pull the Iiousl' down if I 
went in. However, here I stood, and asked, ' Are 
you wUUng to hear me apeak ? ' Many cried out, 
'No, no; knock his brains out.' Others said, ' Nay; 
but we will hear him speak first.' I began asking, 
■ What hurt have I done you ? Whom among you 
have I wronged in word or deed?' And I con- 
tinued speaking till my voice failed. Then the floods 
lifted up their voices again; many crj-ing, ' Bring him 
away ; bring him away !' Feeling my strength renewed, 
I spoke again, and burst out aloud into prayer. And 
now, one of the men, who had headed the mob before, 
turned and said, ' Sir, follow me; not a man shall touch 
a hair of your head.' Two or three more confirmed 
his words. At the same time, the mayor (for it was 
he that stood in the shop) cried out, ' For shame! for 
shame! let him go.' An honest butcher spoke to the 
same effccl, and seconded Itis words by laying hold of 
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fcUT or five, one after another, who were n 
most fiercely. The people then divided to the right 
and left; and those three or four men who had spoken 
before took me between them, and carried me through 
the midst, loudly protesting, they would knock down 
any one that touched me. But, on the bridge, the mob 
rallied again ; we therefore went on one side, over a 
mill-dam; and God brought me safe to Wednesbuiy, 
having lost only my hat, part of my waistcoat, and a 
little skin trom one of my hands." 



A PROVIDENTIAL SUBSTITUTE. 

The celebrated John Bunyan, author of that inimit- 
able work, " The Pilgrim's Progress," &c. was, in the 
\ oarly part of his life, as is well known, proverbial for 
r wickedness. After leaving hisfiither's house, he enlisted 
for a soldier; and in that capacity ser^'ed at the siege of 
Leicester, in the year 1645. On that occasion, a most 
rignal providence preserved him fi\)m premature death. 
He was drawn out to stand aa sentinel; but another 
soldier, having requested to take his place, was the 
same night sliot through the head with a musket ball. 



PRESENTIMENT. 

The following interesting deliverance is related in 
Part LXXl. of the Periodical Accounts relating to the 
Missions of the United Brethren. — 

" November 4th, 1813, Johanna Julius, at the Cape 
of (lood Hope, had a remarkable presentiment of danger 



to her child. She had laid the infant down to sleep, 
and had gone to work in the garden. On a sudden, it 
came into her mind that her child was in danger, and 
that a serpent, called a puff-adder, was in the house. 
She hastened thither; and, to her great fright, saw an 
immense puff-adder, coiled up, and lying close to her 
child. She snatched up her infant; and the venomous 
cxeatare was killed by some women who came to her 
assistance. It measured eijjht feet in length." 



CASTING LOTS. 

JosEPHUs, the famous Jewish historian, has given an 
account of several remarkable deliverances which himself 
experienced from impending destruction. On one occa- 
sion, he had taken refuge in a cave, with forty desperate 
persons, who determined to perish rather than to yield, 
and who proposed to pay him the compliment of killing 
him first, as the most honourable man in the company. 
When he could not divert them from their frantic reso- 
lution of dying, he had no other refuge than to engage 
them to draw lots who should be killed, the one afier 
the other: and, at last, only he and another remained, 
whom he persuaded to surrender to the Romans, 



Xewis Cmiistopher Dehue, a Moravian missionary 
at Paramaribo, in South America, being one evening 
attacked by a paroxysm of fever, resolved to go into 
his hut, and lie down in his hammock. Just, however, 



I 



'Vn THl KBCOKS OP FltOVIMirCE. 

at he entered the door, he beheld a serpent descending 
from the roof upon him. In the scuffle which ensued, 
the creature stung or bit him ia two or three different 
places; ajid, pursuing him cioady, twined itself several 
times around his neck and head, as tightly as possible. 
Expecting now to be strangled or stung to death, and 
being afraid lest his brethren should suspeet the Indians 
Jiad murdered him, he, with singular presence of mind, 
wrote witii chalk on the table, " jft serpent has killed 
me." Suddenly, however, the promise of the Redeemer 
darted into his mind — " Theg shall take up serpents, 
and they shall not be hurt." Encouraged by this 
declaration, he seized the creature with great force, 
tore it loose from his body, and flung it out of the hut. 
JIc then lay down in his hammock in tranquillity. 



Ik December 1819, J. G. was digging for sand in s 
pit several feet deep. He had been, for some time, 
under strong convictions of sin and danger, and had 
earnestly sought the favour of the Lord, by whom he 
was most providentially preserved on the present occa- 
sion. While at his work, a very small pebble feC upon 
his foot, and occasioned such pain, that he was under 
the necessity of desisting for some minutes. However, 
he returned again to the place ; but he had scarcely 
resumed liis work, before he thought he heard distinctly 
a voice, which he at first took to be that of his em- 
ployer, saying, " Are you making a hole to bury 
yourself inf" He immediately looked up; and seeing 
no person, was surprised, and got out in order to 



ascertain from whom the voice had proceeded. On look- 
ing round, however, he could find no one ; and was fully 
convinced that no human being was near. After care- 
fiilly examining the pit and the ground near it, and 
satisfying himself that there was no appearance of danger, 
he again descended, but was immediately seized with 
ao violent a thirst, as not only deprived him of power 
to work, hut made him apprehensive that he should die 
before he reached the nearest house. He made the 
attempt, however ; and, on coining to the house, felt 
his mouth so parched (though it was a cold frosty 
day) that it was with difficulty he could aak for a mug, 
in order to procure some water from the putnp. He 
was no sooner fiimished with one, than his thirst was 
as entirely gone as though he had drunk plentifliUy ; 
and lie felt no disposition to taste the water for which, 
a few minutes before, he had felt so violent an inclina- 
tion. On returning immediately to the pit, he found 
that, in his absence, more than six tons of earth had 
fiillen upon the very place where he had been working, 
aud had buried his tools, and part of his clothes which 
he had left behind. " This wonderful deliverance," 
says the narrator, " convinced him of the kindness of 
God towards him: and he fell on his knees to give vent 
to the grateful feelings of his mind." 

A few days afterwards, having to walk to Doncaster, 
he left his dwelling early in the morning, which was 
very dark, intending to cross the canal on the ice, at 
a small distance. On coming to it, however, he felt 
a strong impression on his mind not to venture acres* ; 
but, as he knew that many others had done so during 
several preceding days, and that there had been no thaw, 
he resisted the impression, and set his foot on the ice. 
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But though the path seemed quite strong, the impresBiou 
was deepened, and he felt no power to proceed. He 
therefore drew back; and, finding a piece of brick, he 
threw it into the middle; when he found that the ice 
was gone there, having been cut away for some purpose 
the preceding day. 

TIius, within a few days, he was twice preserved from 
inminunt danger. 



DELIVERANCE FROM FIRE. 

The following is extracted from the work of Mr. 
Joseph Hanbury, entitled, " An enlarged SerieE of 
Extracts, from the Diary, &c. of Mr. Joseph Wfllianis. 
of Kidderminster." 

"Saturday, July 15th, 1738. How good is it to 
trust in God, and to commit ourselves, our all, morning 
and evening, to his protection ! This morning we have 
been favoured with a singular deliverance from dangei 
by fire. Between three and four o'clock, our female 
servant dreamed that a neighbouring house was on iire, 
and that it waa also quickly extinguished. By the 
agitation which the dream occasioned, she discomposed 
her bed-clothes, and became cold; on which, awaking, 
she raised herself to replace her covering, and by that 
means moved her shoes. Their grating sound waked 
my wife, (for we were in the room beneath,) who ima- 
gined the girl was rising; but, aSter revolving in her 
mind why the girl should rise so early, drew back the 
bed-curtain to enable her to judge of the hour, and 
immediately observed smoke in the room. My wife 
gently roused me, and asked what occasioned the 
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smoke. I sprung from my bed, and hastily put on 
part of my clothes ; during which short time, the 
smoke became much increased; but, from its diree- 
tion, I immediately guessed from whence it proceeded. 
Accordingly, running down stairs, I made to the par- 
lour; and, on opening the door, saw through the thick 
smoke a glowing iire, and round it a circling flame. I 
ran to the pump for water, and threw part of the contents 
of a pail on the fire; upon which, I was compelled to 
retreat from the effects of the vapour and smoke. 
Hoping I had checked its power, I ran to calm my 
wife's fears, and to put on more clothing ; which done. 
I as quickly returned, and repeated the application of 
water, till the fire was quite suhdned. I found it had 
been occasioned by the smiiF of a candle being impro- 
perly thrown into a spitting-box filled with sawdust. 
The window -curtain nearest the box was biinied all 
away from bottom to top; the floor was burned llirougb, 
the whole breadth of the box, and had been on fire 
around it ; the groundsel of the room, a thick solid 
beam, was burned to charcoal, more than an inch deep, 
and about the length of ten inches; one of tJie oaken 
wainscot-panels had been in flames, and part of it 
was consumed [ and yet the window-seat, which was 
deal, and projected nearly two inches over the panel, 
although the corner of the seat was much discoloured. 
and, as I may say, roasted in the flames, had not caught 
fire; a circumstance which appears to every body very 
woudeifiil. It somewhat added to my contusion at the 
time, and now enhances the mercy of the deliverance. 
tJiat, for many years, I had regularly insured, but had 
omitted it this year, partly through inadvertency, and 
partly through my brother Housman being taken i 
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1 London last February, whom I desired to pa; 

■ ft year's insurance for me. Consider now, O my soul, 

the greatness of this mercy, and take notice of the 

interposition of Divine Providence, in working out this 

iierance. Probably, if none of us had awoke before 

o'clock, our usual hour, or if we had lain but one 

rIoUT longer, the fire, penetrating through the boards, 
would have caused a circulation of the air, which would 
have accelerated the action of the flames; and the whole 
room being wainscotted round, it would soon have been 
impossible to have subdued them. Or if we had escaped 
with our lives, the fire might have destroyed much of our 
property, and spread desolation around us. Why was 
it that the servant should have, at such a juncture, 
a disquieting dream, and my wife should be so easily 
disturbed! Were these things the effect of chance! 
Surely not. So seasonable an alarm must have been 
under the direction of Him who is the Keeper of Israel. 
and who neither slumberetli nor sleepeth." 



THE SHEPHERDS SON PRESERVED. 



m^^^^ 



The following singular deliverance, taken from 
Encycloptedia Londinensis, affords additional evidence 
of the fact, that all the affairs of every individual are 
under the superintending providence of Him who has 
declared—" The very hairs of your head are all num- 

" Those valleys, or glens as they are called, which 

intersect the Grampian mountains, in Scotland, are 

chiefly inhabited by shepherds. The pastures, over 

. which each flock is permitted to range, extend 
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miles in every direction. The shepherd never has a 
view of his whole flock at once, except when they are 
collected for the purpose of sale, or shearing. Hia 
occupation is to make daily excursions to different 
extremities of his pastures in succession ; and to turn 
back, hy means of his dog, any stragglers that may be 
approaching the boundaries of his neighbours. In one 
of these excursions, a. shepherd happened to carry along 
with him one of his children, an infant about three 
years old, Afler traversing his pastures for some time, 
the shepherd found himself imder the necessity of as- 
cending a summit at some distance, to have a more 
extensive view of his range. As the ascent was too 
fatiguing for his child, he left him on a small plain at 
the bottom, with strict injunctions not to stir from it 
till hia return. Scarcely, however, had he gained the 
summit, when the horizon was suddenly darkened by 
one of those impenetrable mists which firequently obscure 
those mountains. The anxious father hastened back to 
find his child; but, unfortunately, missed his way in 
the descent. After a fruitless search for many hours 
among the morasses and cataracts, he was at length 
overtaken by night. Stiil wandering on, without know- 
ii^ whither, he at length came to the verge of the mist; 
and, by the light of the moon, discovered that he had 
reached the bottom of his valley, and was now ivithin 
a short distance of his cottage. To renew the searcli 
that night was equally fruitless and dangerous : he was 
therefore obliged to return to his cott^e, having lost 
both his child and his faithful dog, which had attended 
him for years. Next morning, by day break, the shep- 
herd, accompanied by a band of hia neighbours, set out 
in search of his child: but, after a day spent in fruitless 
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he was compelled, by the approach of niglit. lo 
descend from the mountain. On relnmung to his cot- 
tage, he found that the dog, which he had lost the da; 
before, had been at home ; and, on receiving his usual 
allowance, (a piece of oat cake,) had instantly disap- 
peared. Struck with this singular circumstance, he 
remained at home one day; and when the dog, in 
usual, departed with his piece of cake, he resolved to 
follow him, and find out (he cause of tliia strange pro- 
cedure. The dog led the way to a cataract at some 
distance from the spot where the shepherd had leA his 
child. The banks of the cataract almost joined at the 
lop ; yet, separated by an abyss of prodigious depth, 
presented that appearance whicli oilen astonishes and 
appals the travellers that frequent the Grampian moun- 
tains; and indicates, that those stupendous chasms were 
not the silent work of time, but the sudden eflfect of 
some violent concussion of nature, Down one of these 
rugged and almost perpendicular descents, the dog 
began, without hesitation, to make his way ; and at 
last disappeared by entering into a cave, the mouth of 
which was nearly upon a level with the torrent. The 
shepherd with difficulty followed ; but, on entering the 
cave, what were hia emotions, when he beheld his infant, 
eating with much satisfaction, the cake which the dog 
had just brought him, whUe the faithfiil animal stood 
by, eying his young charge with the utmost complacence. 
From the situation in which the child was found, it 
appears that he had wandered to the brink of the pre- 
cipice, and then either fellen or scrambled down till he 
reached the cave, which the dread of the torrent had 
afterwards prevented him from quitting. The dog, by 
Qieaus of his scent, had traced him to the spot ; and he 
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afterwards prevented him from starving, by giving up 
to him his daily allowance. He appears never to have 
quitted the child by day or night, except when it was 
necesBary to go for his food; and then he was always 
seen running at full speed to and from the cottage." 



THE LIFE-PLANK, 

About the year 1813, two young men were employed 
in repairing the side of a vessel lying in the Thames, off 
Woolwich. The stage on which they had been working 
was hung on the outside of the ship, being made fast by 
means of ropes passed round the timber beads. During 
their absence, the ropes had by some accident been un- 
iastened, and now were only jammed between the sides 
of the timbers. On the return of the young men, not 
knowing what had occurred, and without examining 
their security, one of them immediately stepped over 
upon the stage : hut the ropes were so fastly held, that 
his weight was home very well. The other workman 
followed his fellow, cheerfully jumping over the vessel's 
side. No sooner, however, had this additional weight 
been thus suddenly brought on, than the ropes gave 
way, the stage fell, and, from a height of about twenty 
feet, they were both precipitated into the river. One of 
them, being on excellent swimmer, soon gained hold of 
the mooring-chains ; hut the other, not being able to 
swim, sunk a considerable depth. His mind, however, 
was kept calm from fear, and his thoughts were employed 
in thinking about what he should do when he arose to 
die surface of the water. The tide was now running 
rapidly, hut providentially from the sliip ; otherwise, he 
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Qst hare been carried nnder her bottom, and most 
&ely would have perished, oa no assistance could ihen 
[ hftve been rendered him. After being under the water 
e time, lie at length canie up ; when he perceived at 
"& side one short plank, which had remained nioet 
unexpectedly, while those wiiich were much longer and 
heB^'ier had floated away. He seized hold of one end 
of this life-plank, the other end immediately rising out 
of the witter, and waa thus supported nntil a boat came 
to Ills help, and picked him up. He is still living, anil 
^^_ is now engaged in the ministry of the Gospel. ^^_ 

^^^nteBars. Mowat and Hoole, mis.sionaries trom the Wes- 
^^^nsyan Missionary Society, were proceeding to their des- 
^^^Blination, Madras, they had already made the island of 
^^^^ Ceylon, when a most afflictive and awfti!, although 
mercilul, dispensation overtook them. The following is 
extracted from a letter written by one of the mission- 



THE SHIP DESTROYED. 

mth of September, 1820, while the Rev. 
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Having weighed our anchor about one o'clock 
itember 6th, tlie day we landed the passengers and 
e steered north along the shore, with a li^t 
"breeze and fine weather. At sunset, the sky bore a 
squally appearance, and the captain ordered to shorten 
sail ; and about seven o'clock, heavy squalls, with rain 
and vivid lightnings, came on, far surpassing any thing 
of the kind we had ever witnessed in England. At half- 
past eight o'clock, while some were taking supper, and 
others retiring to rest, the vessel was most violently 
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Struck trith the lightning, and was immediately d 
vered to be on fire in the main hold. The captain used 
every exertion to extinguish the flames ; hut finding the 
fire and smoke increasing in all directions, and every 
appearance of the ship being on fire in every part, he 
ordered the boats to be got ready, and with difficulty 
succeeded in hoisting out the yawl, which was stowed 
in the long boat. We cannot easily describe the confti- 
sion and distress which then succeeded. The vessel was 
all on fire below, and sent forth at the hatchways heat 
and smoke that were almost sufi'ocating. The darkness 
of the night, relieved only by flashes of lightning, which 
had already proved fatal to two of our seamen, added 
greatly to the terror of the scene. The flames had taken 
hold of the long boat, and it was with difflcully we could 
make our way over the side of the vessel. A small 
fouT-oared boat, which was on the larboard quarter, waa 
lowered. A hinocle, a compass, a tin case which con- 
tained the ship's papers, and a box of dollars that was 
in the poop-cabin, were all that were saved. An attempt 
was made to obtain a httle fi-eah water and some bread ; 
but the flames rendered this impossible. Excepting the 
two sailors who were killed by the lightning, all the 
ship's company, forty-eight in number, got into the 
boats, and were obliged to leave the vessel for the safety 
of their lives, with only throe oars to our two boats, and 
no rudder to the largest of them. Happily, we secured 
several pieces of wood, with which we made paddles, 
and also candles sufficient to give us light till day-break. 
But the death from which we were attempting our 
escape, still threatened us : for the wind, changing 
several times, together with the force of the current, 
drii'ted the vessel after us, and obliged us frequently to 
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)ur course. Now we felt the advantage of rel^on, 
aa alt earthly refuge seemed to £ul. But ' the name of 
the Lord is a strong tower ; the righteous runneth into 
it, and is safe.' Our trust was in the I/ord aione, and 
our confidence in his mercy. At ten o'clock, we saw 
the main and mizen masts go overboard, and at half- 
past ten the foremast ; nor did the fire disappear until 
four o'clock in the morning. After pulling all night, 
the return of day-light discovered the land to us, at a 
distance wliieh cheered all our hearts. We were all in 
a most forlorn and pitiable condition : in fact, there was 
only one among us that was any wise decently dressed. 
About seven o'clock, we discovered a native boat on 
•hore, and by ten we got on board her. All of us being 
much fatigued, and learning that Trincomalee was about 
nxteen miles distant, we deemed it prudent to avail 
ourselves of this opportunity of getting to shore. An 
arrangement was made vrith the master of the boat for 
this purpose ; and we satisfied our appetites with cocoa- 
nuta and rice. About eight a. m. the following morning, 
September 8th, being in sight of Trincomalee Flagstaff, 
and the wind being unfavourable, we sent our chief offi- 
cer and supercai^o to Trincomalee, to report our situation. 
They reached there about eleven a. m. and immediately 
boats were dispatched by Mr. Upton, commissioner of 
His Majesty's dock yard, which conducted ua safely to 
■hore." 



CANINE SAGACITY. 

Some time ago, a woman was amusing herself with 
on infant at Aston's Quay, near Carlisle Bridge, Dublin. 

While she was sportively playing witii the child, it made 



k mdden spring irora her anns, and in an instant fell 
into the Liffey. The screaming nurse and. the anxious 
qwctatora aaw the waters close over the child, and con- 
ceived it had sunk to rise no more. Meanwhile, a 
Newfoundland dog, which was accidentally passing with 
hb master, sprang forward to the wall, and gazed wist- 
fblly at the ripple in the water occasioned by the child's 
descent. In the same instant, the child re-appeared on 
die surface of the Liffey, and the dog darted forward 
towards the water. While the animal was descending, 
the child agMn sunk, and the faithful creature was seen 
anxiously examining and swimming round tlie spot 
where it hud disappeared. Once more the chUd rose to 
the surface, when the dog seized him, and, with a firm 
but gentle preBsure, bore him to land without injury. 
Meanwhile, a gentleman arrived, who, on enquiry into 
the circumstances, exliibited strong marks of sensibility 
and feeling respecting the child, and of admiration for 
the dog that had rescued him fi-om a premature death. 
The person who had received the babe ftom the dog 
turned round to shew the infant to this ayropathizing 
gentleman, whose arms were stretched out to embrace 
the little innocent, when, lo ! it presented to his view 
the well-known features of his own son ! A mixed sen- 
sation of terror, joy, and surprise, struck him mute. 
When he had recovered the use of his fiurulties, and 
fondly kissed his little darling, he lavished a thousand 
caresses on the dog, and offered to his master a very 
la^e sum, (five htmdred guineas,) if he would transfer 
the valuable animal to him. But the owner of the dog. 
Colonel Wynne, felt too much affection for the usefid 
creature, to part with him for any pecuniary considera- 
tion whatever. 
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BROKEN ICE. 

Os Sunday, ihe 13th iif February, 1820, a Mr. 
fiudlong, his wife, child, aiater, and brother-in-law, 
were returning in a sledge on the ice, from a visit to 
ft friend near Chippewa Bay, on the river St. Lawrence, 
Upper Canada- They experienced some difficulty in 
getting on the ice from the shore ; and Mr. Budlong 
having wet his feet, seated himself in the sledge for the 
purpose of taking off his stockings, giving up the reins 
to his brother, who, from inattention or ignorance of the 
TOad, drove on to a place on the ice where there had 
recently been an air-hole, and which was not frozen suf- 
ficiently strong to bear. The ice broke under them, 
and the aledge upset, and sunk, with the two women 
and the child. Mr. Budlong sprang from the sledge, 
while sinking, exclaiming, "We are all lost!" and, 
povidentially, he reached the firm ice. The young 
man who was driving was unable to swim, but struggled 
until he was reached and drawn out of the water by 
Mr. Budlong, who retained his position on the solid ice. 
This was no sooner accomplished, than Mr. Budlong! 
throwing off his coat and hat, declared he would save the 
others or perish in the attempt ; and plunged immedi- 
ately into the water, in search of those most dear to him. 
The first that he found was the child, grasping which, 
he rose to the surface, and brought him within reach of 
his brother. Then drawing himself again on the firm 
ice, he plunged a second time to the bottom, and, find- 
ing his wife, rose with her in his arms, leaving her, 
i^parently lifeless, in the care of his brother, who was 
calling aloud for assistance from the shore. AAer taking 
breath for a moment, lie a third time plunged into the 
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water, in search of liis sister, whom, after some momenta, 
he found, while groping at the bottom. But, in rising 
again to the surface, he struck his head against the ice. 
Sensible of the extreme danger of his situatiou, and that 
the current had carried him below the aperture, with a 
degree of mental self-possession seldom equalled, strain- 
ing every nerve, he redoubled his exertions, and provi- 
dentially again reached the opening, bringing with him 
the insensible and apparently liieless body of his sister. 
Both were drawn from the water, by the assistance of 
some persons who had arrived from the shore, alarmed 
by the cries of the brother. All the party were then 
curied to a neighbouring house, where the women and 
the child were, with some difEculty, resuscitated. Upon 
measuring the depth of the water, where the sledge 
broke through the ice, it was found to be foiirteen feet. 



^^B THE BEWILDERED GUIDE. 

PosiDONics, in his Life of Augustine, relates a 
remarkable manifestation of Providence. 

The good father on one occasion, going to preach to 
the people of a distant town, took a guide with him to 
shew b JTn the way. The guide mistook the usual road, 
and ignoiantly fell into a by-path : but, mark the result ! 
By this means, they both escaped being murdered by 
the bloody Donatists, who, knowing the preacher's 
intention, intended to have waylaid and killed him. 
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A PROVIDENTIAL PURSUIT, 

TiiE following escape from assault, and a remarkable 
prevention of aelf-dcBtniction, are given in the words of 
the lady who was the subject of the former, and the 
instrumental eauae of the latter. The account was 
transmitted to her miniBter, and is now extracted 
from an interesting little publication called " Pastoral 
Recollections." 
"One afternoon, in the winter of about the year 1808, 

I had occasion to go from F to S , a diatance of 

about two miles ; and was unexpectedly detained till 
late in the evening, when I set out to return home 
alone. The night was very cold, and the ground waa 
covered with a deep snow. When I had proceeded 
some short distance on the road, I was stopped by two 
Irishmen, who were, I believe, employed in some of 
the military works in the neighbourhood. They asked 

me, if I was going to F . I gave them an evasive 

answer, and proceeded ; not a little sensible of the 
dangerous circumstances ia which I was placed, I 
went on some little distance, when they again accosted 
me: and once more, I found means to give them an 
evasive reply. They passed on before me, and hid 
themselves in the hedge : and, as I came near to them, 
1 heard them engaged in a conversation which roused 
all my fears. 1 paused a moment ; and then resolved 
to return to S — - with all possible speed, I accordingly 
set off to nm, with one of these men almost immediately 
behind me. Once I fell on the ice, almost exhausted; 
hut, remembering that my veiy life was at stake, I 
arose, and, with aid communicated irom on high, I pur- 
sued my journey ^ I reached the tumpike-houee, into 



J 




tSE EECORS C 

which I ran, falling, in a state of exhaustion, into one 
of the chairs. At some times, during the pursuit, the 
man was not more than three yards behind mc. la 
about two hours, I was, in some degree, recovered from 
my fright : and, that I might not alarm my friends at 

S 1 with my return, I resolved to spend the night 

with a pious old lady, a member of your church, who at 

that time was keeping the house of a baronet at S , 

who was then, with all his femily, absent from home. 
Lat« at night, probably ten o'clock, I arrived at the 
house ; and, still terrified with what I had passed 
through, I knocked at the difi'erent doors with all my 
might, but it was long before 1 received any answer. 
At length, the old lady, who was quite alone, came to a 
back door, situated among the stables, to enquire who 
was there. I mentioned my name, and she opened the 
door for my admission. I related the circumstances in 
which I was placed ; and she begged me to stay over 
the night, to which I very cheerfully assented, and 
accompanied her into the house. As we passed through 
the different parts of the house, 1 could not help remark- 
ing the circumstance, that every door, even those we 
had to enter, and from which 1 supposed the old lady 
had just passed, were all carefully made secure : nor 
was I a. little surprised, that she had no refreshment to 
offer me, except a little bread. But as my heart over- 
flowed with gratitude for the deliverance I had ex- 
perienced, I felt hut little concern on that account. We 
retired to rest : and in the morning I left my friend, 
with feelings of thankfulness to the great Preserver 
of my life, for the escape I liad had on the preceding 
night, which I can never forget. From this period, I 
eocld not but be struck with the attention and kindness 
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which the old woman manifested towards me. She 
seemed to regard me with an almost idolatrous affec- 
tion ; and I aometiines felt grieved at tlie trouble she 
gave herself to promote my comfort whenever I paid her 
a visit. Mark the sequel of these events. — About the 
year IHIS, as her husband was dead, it was judged 

desirable she should leave S , to go to reside with 

her son in London. She came, therefore, to take her 
leave of me r and, after some general conversation, she 

said, ' Miss , 1 have somewhat particular to say to 

you. Do you remember coming to Sir 's house to 

me one night, ten years ago ? ' — ' Certainly I do,' I 
replied 1 ' nor can I ever forget the deliverance I then 
experienced.' — ' Do you remember that you found all 
the doors bolted and barred ; that I came to you at a 
door among the stables ; and that I had nothing for your 
supper but a morsel of bread ? ' — ' Yes ; 1 remember it 
all.' — Here she burst into tears ; and, as soon as she 
could, she told me, that at tliat time she had long 
laboured under very heavy depression of spirits ; that 
she had been tempted to destroy herself ; and that, 
when I went to the house, she had fastened all the 
doors, and was passing down the yard with a determi- 

t nation to drown herself in the sea; but that my coming 
in the way I did, had clearly shewn her the interposing 
hand of God, had removed the temptation, and had 
scattered the gloomy feelings of hei mind. She added, 
that she had ever since endured much pain on account 
of the painfiU event ; and that as she was not likely to 
live very long, and, in all probability, should never see 
roe again, she had come to a determination, however 
unpleasant the task, to disclose the whole affair, begging 
me never to relate the circumstances as long as she 
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lived. I acceded to her request; nor was the affair 
known, even to her own family, till that event had taken 
place. A few months after this conversation, she 
passed, with a hope full of immortality and joy, very 
suddenly, from a world of sorrow and temptation, to 
enter on a state of bliss, where, I doubt not, she shall 
for ever enjoy all the blessedness connected with 
eternal life.'' 



THE 

RECORD OF PROVIDENCE, 



PART III. 

HELP AFFORDED, 

Stnne of hel|s with joy I nkmt thee t 

Ebeneser be thy name. 
Lord of grace and help, I praiie thee — 

Now and eTermore the aune. 

When thy saints di8trefs*s ttrfara see, 
Human help and comibrt flown—- 

Then may thin their cheering theme be, 
** Hetp it in tlie Lord alone T* 



A MULTITUDE SUPPLIED. 
Exod. XT. xtL zriL 

When Jehovah, with " a mighty hand and a stretched- 
out arm/' had delivered the tribes of Israel from the 
bondage of Egypt, he conducted them safely through 
the Red Sea, and landed them on the shores which led 
to the Promised Land. After traversing the wilderness 
for three days, however, they were reduced to great 
distress for want of water. The heavy burdens they 
bore added to the fatigues of travelling, while the 
burning rays of a vertical sun increased the thirst natu- 
rally attendant upon labour, to an intolerable degree. 
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Meantiine, neitlier well nor spring presented itself; nor 
did they know in what direction to explore the countrj- 
for the necessary supplies. In this dilemma, they 
alighted upon a spring at Marah, the waters of which, 
though pleatiAilly abundant, were found to possess siicli 
bitter quahties as to he utterly unbearahle. Thus tlic 
relief which seemed near, like the fabied eup of Tan- 
talus, receded from their grasp. But signal calamities 
make way for signal mercies. God did not suffer his 
people to perish, but informed Moses, their captain, 
that if a certain tree were cast into the stream, it would 
render the waters sweet and wholesome. The command 
was obeyed, and the people preserved. No sooner, 
however, was one want relieved, than another pressed 
forward to notice, as if to illustrate and confinn that 
•olemn truth, that without Him, we neitlier live, nor 
move, nor have our being. The little stock of food, 
which the people had brought with them in their hasty 
flight froni Egypt, was expended ; and hunger threat- 
ened to desolate their families, and destroy their hopes. 
It seems strange to the reader of these events, that the 
repeated miracles which the Almighty was pleased to 
perform, were insufScient to produce that lively faitli 
and confidence in Him, which would have suppressed 
all distrustful anxiety. It seems strange that the recent 
dehverance at the Red Sea, and the miracle at Marah, 
to say nothing of the plagues of Egypt, did not prevent 
them from speaking against God, and saying, " Can 
God furnish a table in the wilderness?" But so it 
was : instead of praises for the past, and petitions fur 
the present, we read of nothing better, on the part of 
this stiffiiecked people, than " murmurings against the 
Lord." Yet God succoured them. At the intercession 
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of Moses, a number of quails (a kind of bird somewhat 
smaller than a pigeon) fell around their tents ; and on 
the following morning large quantities of manna covered 
the ground. This miraculous means of subsistence was 
continued to them daily, and without intermission, till 
they entered the " land flowing with milk and honey.'' 
It has been estimated that 94,466 bushels of the manna 
were consumed in a day, and that somewhere about 
1,379,203,600 bushels were used during the forty years 
this people were supplied with it. Another great 
occasion soon after occurred for manifesting and con« 
trasting the natural unbelief and imthankfulness of the 
human heart, together with the long-suffering and 
loving-kindness of the Lord. When the tribes moved 
onward, leaving the waters of Marah and the wells of 
Elim in their rear, they were again reduced to the 
greatest straits for want of that invaluable blessing — 
water. A multitude of about three millions of men, 
women, and children, with numerous herds of cattle, 
sought the life-preserving beverage in every probable 
direction, but found it not, till God again interposed in 
the season of adversity, and brought them water out of 
a flinty rock, Moses was directed to strike the rock 
Horeb in Rephidim : and forthwith gushed out streams 
of water, which ran like a river, pursuing them in all 
their meandering course, for the protracted space of 
thirty-nine years afterwards. 

*' Is any thing too hard for the Lord? " ** Ye that 
fear the Lord, trust in the Lord : he is their help and 
their shield." 

" When through the desert wild they took their way. 
The rocks relented, and pour*d forth a sea : 
What limits can almighty Goodness know, 
When clouds rain manna, and when rocks can flow V* 



THE BESIEGED CITY RESCUED. 



W\K. ilml dreadful scourge of nations, has generally 
originated in the avarice or ambition of persons in 
authority. Thtis it was, in the days of Joshua, that 
Adonizedec, king of Jerusalem, impatient of thi; 
progress which the Israelites were making, and en- 
raged at the compact by which the Gibeonitea had 
united themselves to the people of God, resolved lo 
wreak his vengeance on the men of Gibeon. Kor 
this purpose, he aent messengers to four neighbouring 
monarchs. whom he wished to associate with himscll', 
for the more effectual completion of hia plans. His 
invitation was accepted ; and the five kings joined 
forces, and surrounded the obnoxious city. From this 
powerful confederation, the Gibeonitea seemed to be 
threalened with utter cxlermination. But greater was 
He ihiit waa with them, than he that was with their 
adrersaries. The Lord raised up for them a deliverer, 
in the person of Joshua, who, being apprized of the 
imminent danger which threatened his allies, imme- 
diately assembled his troops, marched quickly to tbi' 
seene of conflict, and, coming suddenly upon the inva- 
ders, obtained a decisive victory. The persons of tin- 
five kings fell into the hands of the conqueror; and, 
according lo the instructions of Jehovah himself, wen- 
placed beyond the reach of doing further mischief. It 
was on this great occasion, that the sun and the moo:i 
were either really or apparently stationary in the he;i- 
vcns, ai ihe command of Joshua. 
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THE PROPHET SUSTAINED* 
1 Kings xrii. 

Elijah, the distinguished prophet of Israel, was 
commanded by God, to predict a very tremendous 
drought, which the Almighty had determined to inflict 
upon the land of Israel, as a marked token of his abhor- 
rence. At the commencement of this terpble visitation, 
the prophet was guided by Divine Providence to a spot 
beside the brook Cherith, where he was miraculously 
fed by ravens, who brought to him bread and flesh 
morning and evening. The brook, also, supplied him 
with liquid sustenance, till, after a length of time, it 
became dry. He then received directions to hasten to 
Zarephath, a city of Zidon : and there his wants were 
relieved in a manner more wonderful, if possible, than 
before. A widow woman and her son were likewise 
permitted to share with him in this special interposition 
of divine power. It seems, that the widow's provisions 
were reduced to ** a handful of meal and a little oil :*' 
and, so little did she expect the exertion of almighty 
benevolence in her behalf, that when the prophet first 
accosted her, in the suburbs of the city, requesting 
refreshment, she declared that she was then about to 
gather a few sticks to dress a last sad meal for herself 
and her son. But the thoughts of the Almighty 
towards this afflicted but apparently resigned individual 
were ** thoughts of peace, and not of evil." Day followed 
day, and week followed week, yet still there remained 
^* a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a 
cruse." The prophet, the widow, and her son, ate and 
were satisfied ; but their replenishment did not exhaust 
the divine bounty : it continued to be poured out upon 
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then), till the genial and fructiiying rain was again per- 
mitted to descend upon the fertile lands of larael. Thus 
was help afforded to the poor widow, hy the very unex- 
pected circumstance of having an additional guest 
placed at lier tahle ! 



A FAMINE REMOVED. 



, the king of Syria, collected a 
army, and besieged Samaria, cutting oft' all supplies of 
provision, and reducing the city to such an awfiil state 
of iamine, that the most inferior parts, and the very oftal 
of beasts, were only to be procured at an enormous 
price : and it even happened, that a mother killed and 
boiled her own son, to make food of liim. Just at the 
very climax of distress, and when death stared every 
one in the face, help was afforded in a most extraor- 
dinary manner. The Lord caused the array of the 
Syrians to fancy that tJiey heard a noise of chariots and 
horsemen, whom they conjectured to be the hosts of 
the Hittites and of the Egyptians, coming to the rescue 
of the besieged. This supposition spread so generally, 
and was so astounding, that a panic seized the whole 
encampment: and, deserting their tents, their baggage, 
and thear stores, they fled with confiised precipitancy 
towards their own land. An abundance of provisions, 
as well as silver, gold, and apparel, thus became the 
property of the Israelites ; and the starving Samaritans 
were delivered from famine and from war, both in one 
day. 
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THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET SAVED. 



I- Disobedience is not allowed to go unpunished, in the 

»ple of God, any more than m others. The inflictions 

of the Ahnighty, however, in their case, are intended to 

correct and amend, not to destroy and consume them. 
This remark is obviously exemplified in the case of 
Jonah. The prophet, it appears, had been commanded 
by tlie Lord, to go to the city of Nineveh, and pronounce, 
in the bearing of its inhabitants, its approaching de- 
struction: but disliking his commission, and probably 
iniugining tliat if he should quit the Promised Land, 
the spirit of prophecy would cease to excite him, he 
went to Joppa, and took his passage for Tarshish. 
There was an eye, however, that watched his proceed- 
ings; and a fatherly arm that hastened to reclaim hJm- 
A dreadful storm arose, threatening destruction to the 
whole ship's company ; and though the heathen sailor* 
ignorantly invoked theii inanimate and unconscious 
deities, the winds and waves srill retained their fury, 
and burst and boiled around them. It was then deter- 
mined to cast lots, in order to discover which of the 
crew and passengers had rendered himself obnojtious 
to Heaven, and had thus brought upon their beads the 
vengeance of the Deity. The lot fell upon Jonah, who 
confessed bis guilt, and permitted the incensed sailors 
to procure a calm, by seizing and casting him into 
the roaring ocean. Thus far was manifested the justice 
and severity of the Almighty; but presently was dis- 
covered his goodness also : a large fish was conuniBSioned 
to receive the sinking prophet, in the belly of which he 
pibund a safe, if not a very comfortable, abode for three 
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days and nights; after which time, in answer to prayer, 
he was thrown up on dry land. 



A REPAST PREPARED. 
John xxi. 

Some of the first ministers of the Gospel were fisher- 
men, selected fi-om the lowest calling in life, and raised 
to the highest dignity : and thus it was proved, that the 
kingdom of the Redeemer was not of this world, and 
needed not the learning and eloquence of the children 
of this world, in order to support and establish it. It 
appears, that after the crucifixion of our Lord,, his 
followers returned to their humble occupations ; and^ 
on one occasion, seven of them joined together in a 
fishing excursion. After exerting all their ability, how- 
ever, without success, and toiling all night, they were 
despairing of their object, when Jesus appeared upon 
the shore, and directed them how to proceed. Following 
his instructions, they presently inclosed an immense 
multitude of fishes ; and, having secured the cargo, and 
come to shore, they found a fire burning, and a comfort- 
able repast of broiled fish prepared for their refireshment. 
Thus was success granted to them, and thus their mi- 
nutest comforts were attended to, by their omniscient 
and benevolent Master, whom they perhaps, in unbe- 
lieving fear, supposed to be dead and silent in the tomb. 



A PIECE OF GOLD DISCOVERED* 

Til E Rev. Mr. Havel informs us, that a good woman, 
(from whose mouth he received the fiact,) being driven 
K 3 
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to great extremity, all supplies fisdling, was harassed by 
unbelieving doubts and fears with regard to her fdtore 
prospects, when, lo ! at the very moment when despair 
had nearly overcome her, turning over some old things 
in a chest, she discovered a piece of gold, which supplied 
her immediate wants, and lasted till another door of help 
was opened. ** If these things Ml out casually, how is 
it,** the pious writer asks, " that they observe the very 
juncture of time so exactly ? " 



THE POUND NOTE. 

In the winter of 1803, a poor man sent one of his 
children to the sea-side, to gather the bits of sticks 
that might have been washed on shore. While thus 
occupied, the little girl observed a piece of paper floating 
on the waves, and blown to and fro by the wind; and, 
at length, it was cast on shore, on the exact spot where 
she stood. She took it home, and it was found to be a 
pound note ! By this means, the family were relieved 
from the utmost want. The whole of the household, 
consisting of the man, his wife, and eight children, had 
been suffering the severest privations for some time: 
and, as he was a pious person, he did not fail to recog- 
nize and acknowledge the hand of Providence, and to 
notice the fulfilment of the declaration. — " Ye are of 
more value than many sparrows ! *' 



DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE. 

A MINISTER in the vicinity of London, who, like 
many of his brethren in the ministry, had to pass 



through, the fiimace of afflicdon, which, on 
appealed hotter than usual, was, in addition to other 
heavy triala, " in perils among false brethren," So op- 
pressive were the circumstances through which he was 
called to pass, that he roust inevitably have sunk beneath 
them, had he not been supported by omnipotent grace. 
He was thus situated, when, one evening, a gentleman 
knocked at his door, and left the following note. — 

" Mr. , as a Christian brother, I feel much con- 
cerned for the many troubles you have at present to 
bear with. I sincerely pray that our great and gracious 
Saviour may support, and abundantly pour out upon 
you, hia Spirit of consolation and true peace, that you 
may possess a holy joy within, and he enabled to shew 
forth much patience and forgiveness, to the praise and 
glory of him who hath redeemed us. The inelosed is 
freely at your service, for Jesus Christ's sake, — 8th 
February." 

The inclosed was a ten pound bank note ! 



THE irJTREPID MILLER. 

Bishop BtriiNET, while journeying from Salisbury to 
Dinton, in the year 1698, nearly lost his life, his coach 
being overturned in a brook which was swollen by 
heavy rains. A miller, however, who beheld his imminent 
danger, immediately plunged into the water, and drew 
him out; by which means, his life was preserved. As 
a reward for this service, the bishop paid him a yearly 
gratuity for tlie remainder of his life. 
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ALEXANDER IN DANGER. 

In the ^t battle which this distinguished hero fought 
with Darius, the Peraian monarch waa defeated; but 
Alexander had nearly lost hia life. Rosaces, a Persian 
•oldier, with the blow of a battle-axi:, had beaten offhis 
plume, and had slightly wounded his head : but, when 
lie was in the act of preparing to repeat the blow, he 
imaa, that very instant, slain by Clitus. 



THE QUEEN OF SCOTLAND 8 ESCAPE. 

Tub unfortunate Mary, queen of Scots, after the 
murder of her husband, Lord Damley, and her niamage 
with Bothwell, was confined by the confederate lords in 
a castle belonging to a gentleman named Douglas, to 
whose care she was entrusted. Her escape from this 
pla^e was eiTected in the follawing extraordinary man- 
ner.— Mary singled out, as the instrument of her deli- 
verance, George Douglas, the younger brother of the 
owner of Lochleven Castle, a youth of about eighteen, 
who lived in the family. When she had secured his 
heart, she employed his abilities. A plan was concerted 
between them, and executed on Sunday night, the 2d 
of May, 1568. Young Douglas contrived, when his 
brother sat down to supper, to secure the keys of the 
castle. The queen stood ready at the gate, which her 
faithful conductor locked behind her ; and he then threw 
the keys into the lake. A boat had been prepared for 
the occasion ; and the oars of all the other boats were 
turned adrifl. Every jiossibility of immediate pursuit 
being thus cut off, the queen reached the opposite shore 
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in security, finding Lord Seaton and Sir James Hamil- 
ton standing ready with horsea to receive her and her 
youthliil deliverer. The keys were not long since 
picked up by some flshennen, who were dragging the 
loch. 



Llewellyn the Great came to reside at Beddgelart 
during the hunting Heasoii, with his wife and children. 
One day, the family being absent, a wolf entered the 
liouse, and attacked the infant in his cradle. The 
ferocious animal was, however, encountered hy a favourite 
greyhound of Llewellyn's, called Killhart, who, after a 
bloody combat, laid his enemy prostrate. On the return 
of Llewellyn, the faithful animal met him at the door, 
wagging his tail, hut covered with blood. The prince, 
being alarmed, ran instantly into the nursevy, and there 
found the cradle in which the cliild had lain, overturned, 
and the ground besmeared witli blood. Imagining tiat 
tlie greyhound had IciOed the cliild, Llewellyn imme- 
diately drew his sword, and slew him; but, on turning 
Up the cradle, what was his pain and remorse, mingled 
with dcHght and astonishment, at discovering a wolf 
lying dead beneath it, by the side of his child, who was 
still alive ! This circumstance so affected tlie prince, 
that he erected a tomb over the grave of his faitliful 
dog. Afterwards, when the parish-church was built, 
the spot was called, from this event, Bedd-gelart, or, 
The grave of Kill-hart. 
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ASSASSINATION PREVENTED. 

Whili James VI., king of Scotland, waa upon a 
hunting excursion, he was accosted by the brother of 
Ruthven, earl of Gowrie, who, by a feigned tale, in- 
duced bim, and a imall retinue, to ride to the earl'i 
houae, at Perth. Here, on pretence of having a secret 
communicated to him, he was led to a remote chamber, 
where he found a man in complete armour; and a dagger 
was put to his breast by Ruthven, with threats of imme- 
diate dcnth. At this crisis, his attendants, having felt 
uneasy at his absence, and alarmed for his safety, came 
in haste to his assistance : and Gowrie and liis brother 
were Icilled at the period when they were about to elfect 
the perpetration of their treacherous design. 



RESTITUTION. 

The Rev. Samuel Fairclough, when a youth, attended 
the ministry of Mr. Samuel Ward, lecturer of Haveriiill ; 
and was remarkably affected by a remark which he heard 
firom him, when speaking on the conversion of Zaccheus. 
Mr. Ward observed — " No one who has wronged another 
can expect pardon of God, if he docs not make restitu- 
tion when in his power." Tliis observation, being di- 
rected to the heart of young Fairclough by the hand 
of God, made him feel acutely; for he had assisted in 
robbing an orchard, during the preceding week, in com- 
pany with one John Trigg. Mr. Ward's discourse drew 
many tears from him, and he could obtain no sleep that 
night. Early the next morning, he went to his com- 
panion, Trigg, and told bim that he was going to carry 
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a shilling to the person from 'wbom he had stolen the 
pears. Trigg, fearing that the otil man would acquaint 
their master, Btrove to diaauitde Fairclough from his 
purpose : but the young luan answered, that God would 
not pardon the sin without restitution. Trigg replied ; 
" You talk like a fool, Sam : God will forgive us ten 
times, sooner than old Jude will once." Samuel never- 
theless persisted in his design, and took the money to 
old Jnde, who, however, reflised to receive it, at the 
same time assuring the young penitent, that he freely 
forgave him the wrong. Thus was help in need afforded 
to rescue the young man out of the hands of Satan. 
From that period, he became a true convert, and zea- 
lously devoted himself to the cause of the Redeemer. 



THE PIOUS WIDOW RELIEVED. 

A PIOUS, but poor woman, was left a widow some 
time ago, with five small children. Her cucumstonces 
became very hard and straitened, notwithstanding her 
utmost care and industry : but yet she frequently com- 
forted herself with that assurance of the Lord, — that 
" bread should be given her, and water should be sure," 
One Sunday evening, however, she set before her five 
hungry children all the food she had, being two three- 
penny loaves and a jug of water, telling them, that was 
her Lord's fare, and they must be thankfiil. Doubtless 
she retired to bed that night, with her children, in much 
anxiety about the morrow, not having one morsel in 
store for her dear babes. But he that feeds the young 
ravens remembered her. That very night. Divine Pro- 
vidence undertook her cause. A person, not one of the 
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richest, dreamed that the pious widow was wanting hread 
for herself and family. The impression on this person's 
mind was so strong, that she could get no rest, but 
hurried off her husband, at the break of day, with a 
loaf of bread. A knock at the poor woman's door soon 
announced that ** the Lord will provide" when pious 
widows trust in him. 



THE DISABLED STOCKINO-WEAVER. 

Recently, at Horsely Woodhouse, lived Gteorge 
Crofts. By business, he was a stocking-weaver, and 
was occasionally a preacher in the general baptist con- 
nexion. He was poor, but industrious and honest, and 
truly pious. He earned his bread in the six days 
appointed for labour, and on the Sabbath-day, preached 
the everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ, until a weight 
of years, with a burden of affliction, rendered him 
incapable of walking to his machine. Possessing an 
independent spirit, however, he still determined that 
his own hands should minister to his necessities : there- 
fore, when he could no longer walkj he was carried to 
his seat where he worked. But growing years and 
increasing infirmities in a while rendered him quite 
incapable of further efforts to procure the necessaries, 
of life. He was then supported by the benevolence 
of his fiiends. At one time, however, his store of pro- 
visions was reduced so low, that his wife announced,, 
they had nothing for dinner. ** Nothing?** asked he.K 
"No, nothing," she replied. ** Nothing?** returned 
the good man, with a tone of surprise. " No," the 
affectionate woman again replied, ** nothing, except sv 



turnip and a small piece of butter" — "Well,'' rejoined 
the venerable sufferer, " prepare that. It is quite suf- 
^cient. The Lord will send us more when it is neces- 
sary. He knows that I continued at my labour as long 
as I could: therefore he will not suffer me to starve 
now my strength iaileth!" That evening, Mr. T. G., 
baptist minister, near Ilkston, was passing on a road 
he had frequently travelled, and which he knew well : 
nevertheless, to his great surprise, he missed hia way, 
and soon found himself in a small village which he 
did not know, Enquiring the name of the place, he 
was told it was Horsely Woodhouse. This he knew 
was G. Crofts' place of residence ; he accordingly 
enquired where he lived, called upon him, and amply 
supplied all his wants. Some time after this, death 
made his final attack; and the worthy veteran en- 
countered his last enemy in the name and faith of 
Jesus, through whose blood he was " more than con- 
queror ; " thus experiencing the truth of the infaDible 
promise — " Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all other needful things shall be 
added unto you." 



A FRIEND IN ADVERSITY. 

A Diss£NTiNO minister, some little distance from 
London, was placed in circumstances of a very un- 
pleasant nature, in consequence of the unchristian 
conduct of his people. While his deacons, and some 
others of his hearers, were enjoying the dehcacies of 
the season, and regahng themselves with the juice of 
the grape, wafer was their minister's constant beverage, 
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provisions of the most homely quality, hia continual 
fine. On one occoBion, aU his money being expended, 
and himself and lus children being in want of shoes, his 
mind was exceedingly depresaed. He, however, had 
made bis wants known to God : and He heard him. 
While seated at lus breakfast-tible, with his fenuly, 
one morning, a knock at the door announced the arrival 
of the post ; when he received a letter, and, on breaking 
it open, fomid inclosed two one-pound notes, -with the 
following kind address — 

" Dear Sir. — You must be content to receive the 
inclosed, as the gift of God, through one of his un- 
worthy people on earth ; as I do not intend to give you 
my name ; and should any enquiries be made upon the 
subject, it would only kiut the mind of one who, you 
may be sure, is 

" Your friend and weU-wiaher, 
May God bless it to you. 
"AugwtS\, 1825." 



laber. j 
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It, but pious man, of Brcedon, near Ashby-dc 
la-Zoucli, was in great distress, on account of his 
a few shillings, which he knew not how to pay. 
business, for some time, bad been to go with an ass, to 
fetch eoals from tbe pit. The person to whom he owed 
the money, at length requested be would bring bim a 
load of coals, perhaps, by way of payment, but this is 
not certain. The poor man wished to make the pay- 
ment this way, but had no money wherewith to purchase 
tbe article. Nevertheless, he went to the pit, and 
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obtained credit for them : but, on his return, he thought, 
" What muBt I do to pay what I owe ? A few shillings 
would set me straight; but I know of no means by 
which to obtain them." Immediately, the words darted 
into his mind, — " Seek ye firat the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added nnto you." This so much affected his mind, 
that he kneeled down on the road, and prayed, and 
thouglit that he would not be anxiously careiul, but 
hope that the Lord would, by some means, enable him 
to pay what he owed. And so it happened : for as he 
went on his way, singing part of a hynm, a gentleman 
passed him a little way, and then stood still, and 
beckoned him to come forward. On doing so, the 
gentleman said to him, " You seem poorly, old friend;" 
and then gave him three shillings. He then went 
forward a little further, and stopping again, gave him 
four shillings and sixpence more. The poor man was, 
for some time, lost in astonishment, and filled with 
gratitude to God and his beaetactor; and, alter he 
had recovered a little, he went home and told his 
wife ; and they both kneeled down and praised God. 
He then paid what he owed, and had a few shillings to 
spare: and he determined never more to doubt the 
watchiixl care of Providence, 



THE WIDOW AND FATHERLESS PROVIDED FOR. 

Mtt. won the affections of a lady of respectability. 

She gave him the hand he requested; but he subse- 
quently proved by his conduct, ttiat he had obtained 
a prize he did not deserve. With this lady, he had a 
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kndsame tbrtime; and an amiable daughter crowned 
' their union. But the mother and the infant were alike 
treated with such barharity, aa his brutal mind alonr 
seemed capable of. A devotee at the shrine of Bacchus, 
he soon finished the transitory career of the short-lived 
sot ; but not until his increasing wickedness had ren- 
dered him sufficiently haae to settle hia affairs in such a 
, manner, as to leave the chief part of hia properly to 
ft distant relative, and the remainder, as far as he could, 
Q other kindred, where the appellation of wt/e and child 
' not known. Having thus inhumanly executed 
I purpose, death put a speedy tennination to his 
BiCftreer of sin. The widow and the orphan were thns 
I left to follow the openings of Divine Providence, and 
to depend on the kindness of the " Father of Spirits," 
wliose "tender mercies are over all his works," but 
whose peculiar kindness is extended to the bereaved, 
the necessitous, and the afflicted. The widow's distress 
and the orplian'a wants reached the ear of compassionate 
Heaven : and a circumstance, as singular as the Tesult 
was agreeable, led to the rcgaiiihig of the property, of 
which they had been so unjustly and cruelly deprived. 
The daughter had been banished from home, long before 
the death of her unfeeling father. Some time after he 
was committed to the earth, she dreamed, that if she 

went to B n, about twenty-two miles from the 

place where she resided, and dug in a certain place, 
she would find plenty of gold. This dream made snch 
an impression on her mind, that she was persuaded to 
I go and search for the supposed hidden treasure. How- 
K flver, after a diligent scrutiny, she found neither gold, 
■ ^tior any thing else of value. Being disappointed in her 
T expectations, and having some friends in t!ie neighbour- 
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liood, she went to see them. During her stay witli 
them, the distant relation before mentioned, to whom 
her father had left the principal part of his property, 
met her, coming, as was supposed, by mere accident. 
Her person was entirely unknown to him; but her 
appearance and manners made a powerful impression 
on his heart. He enquired after her, formed an honour- 
able acquaintance with her, and, in due time, conducted 
her to the sacred altar. After her marriage, her mother 
was desired to live with them ; when they enjoyed the 
property, which was theirs by every law of justice, but 
which had been withheld from them for a season, by 
the cruel conduct of an abandoned husband, and un- 
g father. 



• fs 



, MEAL PROVIDED. 



A POOR man and his family, consisting of his wife, 
three daughters, and a son, had consumed all their store 
of provisions one morning at the breakfast table, without 
satisfying the calls of nature; and they had not wherewith 
to purchase more. Destitute alike of work, money, and 
provisions, misery stared them in the face; and not 
knowing whither to turn their steps, the father left the 
house, and the son followed, each taking an opposite 
direction. The father had not proceeded far, before 
he met with a friend, who generously gave him a 
quantity of potatoes : and with these, he joyfully 
returned to his family, in order to prepare them for 
dinner. The son pursued his walk, until, nearly 
fainting for want, he strolled towards the pier of 
the harbour belonging to the town, when, casting 
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hu eyes round, he espied a dog, ranning with f 
tiling in his mouth, which it seemed he had stolen 
"from some quarter or other. The lad pursued, and 
overtook him; when he found that he carried in hia 
mouth, a large piece of ready-dressed beef. After 
a short contest, he capttired the prize, and carefully 
bore it home, where, with it and the prepared potatoes, 
tlie hungry family enjoyed a grateful feast. ■ 



THE WIDOWS MITE. 

Ik the spring of 1807, a young man, who had lately 
suffered the amputation of one of his legs, asked alma 
at the door of a poor, but pious widow, in Whitby. 
She invited him into her house to warm himself; and, 
at^r some conversation, presented him with a farthing, 
the last, and indeed the only money she possessed in 
the world: neither did she know whence she should 
a sufficiency for her next meal. Being indisposed, 
afler the young man's departure, she laid herself down 
on her bed, whence, a short time afterwards, she was 
desired by her daughter to rise, as a person had called 
to see her. She rose accordingly, and found that a 
gentleman had stepped into the house, to enquire after 
her. At his departure, he put half-a-erotvn into her 
hand ; and being almost overpowered by this unexpected 
present, the tears flowing plentifully from her eyes, the 
gentleman asked her the cause of her excessive joy; 
when she simply related what had passed, and he 
rejoiced with her, that Providence had sent him to pay 
her interest for bei loan, and relieve her in the time of 




Dr. Wilson, the late worthy and benevolent bishop 
of Sodor and Man, once discovered a clergyman at Bath, 
who, he was informed, was sick, poor, and had a nu- 
merons family. One day, in the evening, he gave a friend 
fifty pounds, requesting that he would deliver it in the 
most delicate manner, and as from an unknown person. 
The friend replied, " I will wait upon him early in the 
rooming." The bishop rejoined, " You will oblige me, 
Sir, hy callhig directly ; think of what importance a 
good night's rest may be to the poor man." 



A PEOVIDENTIAL LOAN. 

Mr. Robert Aitkin, a bookseller of Philadelphia, 
was the first person who printed a Bible in that city. 
He was a Scotch seceder, and an eminently pious man. 
Wliile he kept a book-store, a person called on him, 
and enquired if he had Paiae's Age of Reason for sate. 
He told the applicant that he bad not : but entering into 
conversation with him, and finding that he was an in- 
fidel, he told him that he had a better book than Paine's 
Age of Reason, which he usuaJly sold for a dollar ; hut 
be would lend it to him, if he would promise to read it : 
and if, after lie had actuaUy read it, be did not think 
it worth a dollar, be would take it again. The man 
consented to this proposal ; and Mr. Aitkin put a 
Bible into his bunds. He smiled when he found what 
book he bad engaged to read ; but he said be would 
perform bis engagement. He did so : and when he had 
finished Ibe perusal, he came back to Mr. Aitkin, and 
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' expressed ihe deepest gratitude for his recommendation 
of the book, saying, it had made him vhat he was not 
before, a happy man; for he had found in it a Sariour 
Hid the way of salvation. Mr. Aitkin rejoiced in the 
event, and had the satisfaction of knowing that this 
reader of the Bihle, from that day to the end of his life, 
supported the churacter of a consistent Christian, and 
died with a hope full of immortality. 



FAITH REALIZED. 

\ POOR woman, who had seen better days, was 
I observed by her daughter, a Sunday-school scholar, to 
be weeping, one morning, very bitterly. " Don't cry 
mother; don't cry," said the affectionate little girl ; "I 
know very well what it is that makes you cry ; it is 
because you have nothing for us to eat for breakfast. 
But never mind, mother : Giod baa never permitted a 
single day to pass yet, without sending ua one meal at 
least; and I am sure he will not forsake us now." 
scarcely were tliese words uttered, when a netghhour 
called to gay, that a iriend of hers wanted a person to do 
a little work for a couple of hours, and, knowing the 
distress of the poor woman, she made the offer to her. 
Of course, it was gladly and gratefully accepted: and 
when she returned home to her hungry child with some 
food purchoaed out of the produce of her labour, the 
affectionate little girl exclaimed, while a tear of grati- 
tude started in her eye, and at the same time a smile of 
pleasure beamed in her infant face — " There, mother, 
did I not say that God would send us a meal to-day? 
And you see he has been a great deal kinder to us than 
Fe expected." 
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In the severe winter of 1784-5, hia late majesty, 
George III, regardless of the weather, was taking a 
solitary walk on foot, when he was met by two boys, 
the eldest not eight years of age, who, although igno- 
rant that it was the king, feU upon their knees before 
him, and, wringing their little hands, prayed for relief. 
" The smallest relief^" they cried ; " for we are hungry, 
very hungry, and have nothing to eat!" More they 
would have saidf but a torrent of tears, which gushed 
down their iniant cheeks, checked their utterance. The 
father of his people raised the weeping supplicants, and 
encouraged theia to proceed with their story. They did 
so : and related that their mother had been dead three 
days, and still lay unburied; that their father, whom 
they were also a&aid of losing, was stretched at her 
aide, upon a bed of straw, in a sick and hopeless con- 
dition ; and that they had neither money, food, nor 
firing at home. This artless tale was more than sutR- 
cient to excite sympathy in the royal bosom : his 
majesty therefore ordered the boys to proceed home- 
wards, and followed them untU they reached a wretched 
hovel. There he found the mother dead, apparently 
through want of common necessaries ; the father ready 
to perish also, but still encircling with his feeble arms 
the deceased partner of his woes, as if unwilling to sur- 
vive her. The sensibility of the monarch betrayed 
itself in the tears which started from his eyes ; and, 
leaving all the cash he had with him, he hasted back to 
Windsor, related to the queen what he had witnessed, 
and sent an immediate supply of provisions, coals, 
clothes, and every thing necessary to the comfort of 
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■ helplesa family. Revived by the bounty of his 
Bovereign, the old man soon recovered : and the king, 
to finish the good worlc he had bo gloriously begun, 
educated and provided for the children. 



^ 



CLOTHING THE NAKED. 

The Rev. Rowland Hill being called upon one even- 
ing to visit a sick man, found a poor emaciated creatoie 
in a wretched hed, without any thing to alleviate his 
miserable condition. Looking more nanowly, he ob- 
served that the man waa actually without a shirt ; on 
which, the feeling divine immediately stripped himself, 
and forced his own upon the reluctant, but surprised 
and grateful object. Then, buttoning himself up closely, 
he hastened homewards ; sent every thing that was 
necessary for the destitute being he had just left, pro- 
vided medical aid, and had the satisfaction of restoring a 
fellow'creature to his family, and of placing ^m in a 
dtuation to provide for its support. 



PREVENTED. 

A pooa woman was once enticed to the Black Mere of 
Morridy, in a dismal stormy night, by a bloody ruffian, 
who intended, in this remote inhospitable place, to dis- 
patch her by drowning. The same night, there were 
several persons of low rank, drinking in an alehouse at 
Leek ; one of whom, having been out, and observing 
tiie darkness, and other circumstaneea of the weather, 
observed to his companions, that he must be a stout 
man, who would venture, in such a night, to go to the 
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Black Mere of Morridy. One of them replied, that for 
the reward of a crown he would undertake the journey, 
and the othera, each contrihuting his quota, declared 
that he should have his demand. The hargain being 
thus struck, away went the courageous sot upon his 
dismal track, carrying with him a stick, which it was 
agreed he should leave in the earth, hy the aide of tlie 
mere, as a testimony of his having attsiinod the spot. 
He proceeded forward, with undaunted resolution, till 
he approached nearly to the water, when he was put to 
a stand, hy hearing the lamentable outcries of a dis- 
tressed female, who seemed to he entreating for mercy 
from the hands of some violent assailant. Our hero, 
though a man of great resolution and some policy, was 
at first astounded by this unexpected alarm ; but sum- 
moning all his courage, he soon went boldly on, and 
took the happy precaution to pretend that he was only 
one of a large body of persons who were approaching. 
In order to make this impression on the parties in his 
front, and whom, owing to the dMltness, he could not 
discern, he counterfeited the voices of various indivi- 
duals, calling in different tones and accents, to JacJc 
and Dick, and Tom, apparently directing their course. 
All this being heard by the intended murderer, he left 
the woman, and fled precipitately. The poor terrified 
female was discovered close to the mere, stripped of 
almost all her clothes, and trembling with excessive agi- 
tation. Her deliverer conducted her safely to Leek, 
giving an unexpected testimony to the accomplishment 
of his undertaking ; and thus he eariled his pecuniary 
reward, and gained the much higher satisfaction of 
reflecting that he had been instrumentally the preserver 
of a fellow -creature. 



■ S2D THE BSCOftD or FROTISXHCC | 

I HUMANITY REWARDED. 

Joseph II., Emperor of Germany, once received % 
petition in belialf of a poor superannuated officer, who 
resided at some distance from Vienna, in great indi- 
' gence, supporting a large family of ten children. The 
emperor made various enquiries of his officers respecting 
the petitioner ; and received from all quarters a most 
excellent character of him. However, his majesty 
postponed his reply to the petition for some days ; 
when, going without attendants to the old officer's 
house, he [found him at dinner, surrounded by eleven 
children, feeding upon some vegetables of his own 
planting. " I heard that you had ten children," said the 
emperor ; " hut here I see eleven ! " — " This," replied 
the officer, pointing to the eleventh, " is a poor orphan I 
found at my door ; and though I have done all I could 
do, to engage some persons more opulent than myself to 
provide for him, all my endeavours have proved in vain. 
I have therefore shared my small portion with him, and 
brought him up as my own child." The emperor ad- 
mired the nohle and generous humanity of this indigent 
man ; and, discovering to him his rank, he said, " I 
desire that all these children may he my pensioners ; 
and that you will continue to give them examples of 
virtue and honour, I grant you a hundred florins per 
anmun for each of them, and two hundred florins addi- 
tional to your pension. Go to-morrow to my treasurer, 
where you wUI receive the first quarter's payment, with 
a commission of lieutenancy for your eldest son. Con- 
tinue to be your cluldren's careful tutor; and I will 
henceforth be their father." Thf old man, with all his 
family, threw himself at the feet of his sovereign, which 



he bedewed with tears of gratitude. The emperor slied 
tears himself; and, after giving some smail presents to 
the children, he retired. When he joined his retinue, 
he said to Count CoUeredo, " I tliank God for this day's 
favour. He hath guided me to discover a virtooua man 
in obscurity," 

THE WIDOW AND THE BISHOP. 

A POOR widow, encouraged by the far-famed gene- 
rosity of an ecclesiastic of great eminence, came into 
the hall of his palace with her only daughter, a beautiful 
girl of fifteen years of age. The good divine, disco- 
vering marks of extraordinary modesty in her demeanour, 
encouraged the widow to tell her wants freely. She, 
blushing and in tears, told him, that she owed five 
crowns for rent, wluch her landlord threatened to force 
her to pay immediately, unless she would consent to the 
ruin of her child, who had been educated in virtue : and 
she entreated, that the prelate would interpose his sacred 
authority till, by industry, she might he able to pay her 
cruel oppressor. The bishop, moTed with indignation 
at the conduct of the impious landlord, and with admi- 
ration of the woman's virtue, told her to fear nothing, 
and immediately wrote a note, which he put into the 
hands of the applicant, saying, " Go to my steward with 
this paper ; and he will pve you five crowns to pay 
your rent." The poor widow, after a thousand thanks 
to her generous benefactor, hastened to the steward, and 
presented the billet. That officer instantly counted out 
and tendered to her fifty crowns. But this sum she 
refused to accept, declaring that there must be some 
mistake, as five crowns was the amount of her landlord's 
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demand; whereupon, the steward, unable to prevail 
with her, agreed to accompany her back to his master, 
for the purpose of explanation. When the circumstances 
were related to the good bishop, he said, " It is true, 1 
made a mistake in writing fifty crowns, and I will rcctiiy 
it." On this, he wrote another note, and, addressing 
the poor woman, whose honesty had a second time 
brought her before him, said, " So much candour and 
virtue deserve a recompense. Here I have ordered 
you five hundred crowns : what you can spare of it, lay 
up as a marriage-portion for youi daughter." 



A JESTING OUESTION. 

How apparently trivial, and apparently accidental, 
Bie the circumstances which, in many cases, lay the 
foundation, or pave the way, to great and important 
results ! Thus it was, in reference to the great and 
learned Dr. Claudius Buchanan. 

A young gentleman of fortune, having finished his 
education at one of the Universities, proposed to make 
the tour of Europe ; previous to which, however, he 
vrfshed to examine Great Britain, and travelled as far 
north as the Highlands of Scotland, which bear neatly 
the same relation to that country as Wales bears to 
England. Coming to a place where two roads meet, 
and observing a young Highlander employed inattending 
two cows which were feeding by the road-side, he called 
out to him in Latin, by way of jest as it should seem, 
to know which road he should take ; and was greatly 
surprised at receiving aa answer in the same language. 
The gentleman now made a halt with bis companions ; 
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and, on conversing with the jouth, found that he had 
received a iiheral education, and was remarkably intel- 
ligent. Enquiring into his situation, he learned that 
his employment was httle more than attending these 
cows : on which, he expressed a wish to take him with 
liim on the tour of Europe, and afterwards to take upon 
himself the charge of his future fortunes. This young 
cowherd was Claudius Buchanan. The kind offer made 
was H.ccepted ; and thus began his useful and bright 



ALFRED THE GREAT. 

Alfbed the Great was of a most noble and benevolent 
disposition. When in very low circumstances, by reason 
of liis forced retreat from his enemies, a beggar came to 
hia little castle, and requested alms. The qiieen 
informed him that they had but one small loaf remain- 
ing, which was insufficient for themselves and their 
friends ; who were gone in quest of food, though with 
little probability of success. The king replied, " Give 
the poor Christian one half of the loaf. He that could 
feed five thousand with five loaves and two fishes, can 
certamly make that half-loaf suffice for more than our 
necessity." The kind deed was done ; and the king's 
people soon returned with an abundance of provisiona. 
How true are the words of Solomon — " There is that 
scatterelh, and yet increaseth." 



THE RECOUI OF FBOTISBVOX. 
THE RANSOM PAID. 

■, being at Marseilles, hired a boat for 
the purpose of enjoying a little voyage of pleasure upon 
the water. He entered into converaation with the two 
young men who owned the vessel, and learned that they 
were not watermen by trade, but silversmiths ; and that, 
when they could be spared from their usual business, 
they employed themselves in that way to increase their 
earnings. On the gentleman's expressing his surprise 
at their conduct, and attributing it to an avaricious dis- 
position, " Ah, Sir," said one of them, " if you knew 
our reason, you would ascribe it to a better motive. 
Our father, anxious to provide for bis family, scraped 
together all he was wortli, and purchased a vessel for 
the purpose of trading to the coast of Barbary ^ but was 
unfortunately taken hy a pirate, carried to Tripoli) and 
sold for a slave. He has written word, that he ha» 
providentially fallen into the bands of a master who 
treats him with great humanity ; but that the sum 
which is demanded for bis ransom is so exorbitant, that 
it will be impossible for us ever to raise it. He adds, 
that we must therefore relinquish all hope of ever seeing 
him, and content ouraelves with the consideration, that 
he has as many comforts as bis situation will adroit of. 
With the hope of restoring our beloved father to his 
family, we are striving, by every possible honest means 
in our power, to collect the necessary sum for his ran- 
som ; and we are not ashamed to employ ourselves i» 
the occupation of watermen." The gentleman was 
struck with this account ; and on his departure made 
them a handsome present. Some months afterwards, 
the young men, being at work in their shop, were 
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greatly surprised by the sudden arrival of their father, 
who threw himself into their arms, exclaiming, at thu 
same time, that he was fearfiil they had taken some 
unjust method to raise the sum for his ransom; for it 
was too much for them to have gained hy their ordinary 
occupation. The sons professed their entire ignorance 
respecting their father's liheration ; and said, they could 
only conjecture that they owed the release of their 
parent to that stranger to whose generosity they had 
before been so much indebted. 

After Montesquieu's death, an account of this affair 
was found among his papers ; and an entry of the sum 
actually remitted to Tripoli for the old man's ransom. 
It would be pleasant to hearofsuchaaact of benevolence 
being performed even by a person whose name had not 
attained puhhcity : but the pleasure is considerably 
heightened, when we find the virtuous deed related of 
au author so renowned for talent as Montesquieu! 



THE HUMANE CHINESE. 

Mr. Andersod was a British merchant, who resided 
in China for purposes of business. Shai-king-qua was 
a Chinese merchant, who knew Mr. Anderson intimately, 
and had extensive transactions with him. Mr. Anderson 
met with heavy losses, became insolvent; and, at the 
time of his failure, owed his Chinese friend upwards of 
eighty thousand dollars. Mr. Anderson wished to come 
to England, in the hope of being able to retrieve his 
affairs : he called on the Chinese merchant, and, in the 
utmost distress, explained his situation, his wishes, and 
his hopes. The Chinese listened with anxious attention ; 
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and, having heard his story, thus addressed him. — " My 
friend Anderson, you have been very 'unfortunate — 
you lose all — I very sorry — ^you go to England — ^if you 
more fortunate there, you come back and pay. But, 
that you no forget China-man friend, you take this, and 
when you look on this, you will remember Shai-king- 
qua/' So saying, he pulled out a valuable gold watch, 
and presented it to Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson accordingly took leave of Ms friend, 
and departed to England: but he did not live to 
retrieve his affairs, or to return to China. 

When the information of his death, and of the distress 
in which he had left his femily, reached Canton, the 
Chinese merchant called on one of the gentlemen of the 
iJBLCtory who was about to return to Europe, and ad- 
dressed him in the following manner : '* Poor Mr. 
Anderson dead — I very sorry — he good man — he 
friend — and he leave two cUlds — they pooTr— they have 
nothing — they childs of my friend — ^you take this for 
them — tell them China-man friend sent it." And he 
put into the gentleman's hand a sum of money for Mr. 
Anderson's children, amounting to several hundred 
pounds. Thus were they providentially raised from 
penury and want. 



FILIAL AFFECTION PROVIDENTIALLY REWARDED. 

"The daughter of an old day-labourer," writes a 
respectable clergyman, " residing in my parish, lived 
many years as a servant of all- work with a tradesman in 
our county- town. During the early part of her service, 
her wages were only forty shillings a year ; but, for 
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the Inst nine years, her master gave her four pounds 
per annum, which were her highest wages. Aji old 
female, a relation of her master, passed a good deal 
of time in his house ; but her temper was so hopelessly 
bad, that no one before E. L. (by which initials we 
will designate the subject of this memoir) had made 
any great effort to please her. It was the constant and 
unwearied endeavour of E. L., to bear with herfroward- 
ness, and comply with her wishes. The old gentlewo- 
man was, at length, 80 woa with her assiduity, that she 
rewarded her with several sums of money, to the 
amount of four or five guineas. Instead of spending 
this money in foolish finery, she contrived to add to her 
treasiu^, till, at length, after her wages had been 
increased, she becume mistress of twenty pounds. 
While she was deliberating upon a proposal made, of 
putting out her money to interest, it providentially 
occurred to her, that she ought rather to bestow it upon 
her parents, who were then becoming infirm through old 
age. She proposed to her brother-in-law, to give them 
the whole sum at once ; but he prudently advised her to 
send them only half of it, to buy them a cow, and to 
reserve the remainder for some future occasion. This 
advice she followed. A short time afterwards, her 
father, who was severely afflicted, was brought into such 
a condition, that he could expect no relief but from 
3 surgical operation ; and even this, a country prac- 
titioner had pronounced to be hopeless, a mortification 
having, in his opinion, already commenced. Tliis 
affectionate daughter determined, nevertheless, to be at 
the expence of obtaining advice from a surgeon at 
the infirmary, which was ten miles distant ; and he was 
of a different opinion from bis brother surgeon, I 



>aw the operation performed. It succeeded, altliot^ 
the patient wns then seventy years old ; and he is still 
living, in his eighty -seventh year. The surgeon, for 
the operation and many attendances, required only ten 
9;uineiLS : and this was thankfully paid him by E. L., 
bemg every shilling she possessed. A few years after 
E. L. had made this laudable application of her hard- 
earned savings, her master conceived himself dying, 
made his will, and left her one hundred, pounds, together 
with the interest of three hundred pounds for her life- 
time, and a quantity of household fiimitiue. After hia 
decease, the executor further requested her to take any 
other article of furniture which she wished for, as a pre- 
sent irom him. A few months after this, a fermer in 
comfortable circumstances paid his addresses to her, and 
afterwards married her. In addition to all this, I baye 
reason to hope, that both E. L. and her hnsband,- as 
well us her aged parents, are pious characters." 

Truly, " Godliness is profitable unto aU things ; 
having the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come." 

GENEROUS INTREPIDITY. 

In August 1777, a vessel from Hochelle, laden with 
salt, and manned with eight hands, with two passengers 
on board, waa discovered making for the pier at Dieppe. 
The wind waa, at the time, so high and the sea so much 
agitated, that a coasting-pilot made four fruitless 
attempts to get out and conduct the vessel safe into 
port. Bwissard, a bold and intrepid pilot, perceiving 
that the helmsman was ignorant of the latent danger, 
endeavoured to direct him by a speaking trumpet and 
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signals. But the captain could neither see nor hear, on 
account of the darkness of the night, the roaring of the 
wind, and the unaaual swell of the sea. The vessel, in 
the mean time, grounded on a flinty bottom, at a dis- 
tance of thirty toises from the advanced mole. Boussard, 
touched with the cries of the unfortunate crew, resolved 
to go to their assistance, in spite of every remonstrance, 
the entreaties of his wife and children, and the apparent 
impoBsihility of success. Having tied one end of a rope 
round his waist, and &stened the other to the mole, he 
plunged headlong into the boisterous sea. When he 
had got very near the ship, a wave carried !iim off, and 
dashed him on the shore. Twenty times successively 
was he thus repulsed, rolled upon flinty stones, and 
covered with the wreck of the vessel, which the fury 
of the waves tore rapidly to pieces. He did not, 
however, abate his ardour. One wave dragged him 
under the ship, and he was given up for lost ; hut 
he quickly emerged, holding ia his anas a sailor who 
had been washed overboard. He brought him on shore 
motionless, and just expiring. In short, after an in- 
finity of efforts and struggles, he at lengtli reached the 
wreck, and threw his rope on hoard; when all of the 
crew who had strength enough remaining to avail them- 
selves of this assistance, tied it about them, and were 
thus successively dragged on shore. 

Sousaard, imagining he had now saved all the crew, — 
worn by fatigue, and smarting with wounds and 
bruises, — walked with great difficulty to the lighthouse, 
where he fainted through exliaustion. Assistance, 
however, was procured, and he soon began to recover. 
Being informed that groans still issued from the wreck, 
he once more collected the little strength that was left 
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m, rushed from the arms of those who were adminis- 
tering to his succour, plunged again into the sea, and 
providentially saved the life of one of the passengers 
who was lashed to the wreck ; and who, in his languid 
state, had been unable to profit by the assistance 
afforded to his companions. 

Monsieur du Crosne, the intendanl of Rouen, stated 
all these circumatauces in a letter to M. Necker, Direc- 
tor-general of the Finances, when that worthy minister 
immediately addressed the following letter to Boassard, 
in his own liandwriting : — 

" Brane man ! — I was not apprised by the intendant, 
till the day before yesterday, of the gallant deed you 
achievedon the Slst of August. Yesterday I reported 
it to his Majesty, who was pleased to enjoin me to com- 
mimicate to you his satisfaction, and to acquaint you 
that he presents you with one thousand livres, by wuy 
of gratification, and an annual pension of three hundred 
livres. Continue to succour others when you have it in 
your power ; and pray for your good king, who loves 
«Bd recompenses the brave." — Neckek. 



THE BENEVOLEKT NOBLEMAN. 

The following interesting anecdote of Edward, 
X ihe sixth Lord Dighy, is related by a gentleman who 
' enjoyed his friendship, and, like all who knew him, 
I -revered and loved him. It affords a striking evidence 
<rf the care of Providence over the wretched and unfor- 
[ Innate. 

" Lord Digby came often to Parliament Street, and I 
could not help remarking a singular alteration in his 
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dress and demeanour which took place during the great 
festivals. At Christmas and Easter, he was more than 
usually grave, and put on an old shahhy hlue coat. 
Mr. Fox, his uncle, who had great curiosity, wished 
very much to find out his nephew's motive for appearing 
at times in this manner ; as in general he was esteemed 
more than a well-dressed man. On his expressing 
a wish to this effect. Major Vaughan, and another 
gentleman, undertook to watch his lordship's motions. 
They accordingly set out ; and, ohserving him to go to 
St. George's Fields, they followed him at a distance, 
till they lost sight of him near the Marahahea prison. 
Wondering what could carry a person of his lordship's 
rank and fortune to such a place, they enquired of the 
turnkey if such a gentleman (descrihing Lord Digby) 
had not entered the prison. ' Yes, master,' exclaimed 
the fellow, ' hut he is not a man ; he is an angel ; 
he comes here twice a year, sometimes oftener, and sets 
a number of prisoners free. And he not only does 
so, hut he gives them sufficient to support themselves 
and their families till they can find employment. This,' 
continued the man, ' is one of his extraordinary visits ; 
he has hut a few to take out to-day.' — 'Do you know 
who the gentleman is t ' enquired the major. ' We 
none of us know him,' replied the man, 'by any other 
marks, than his humanity and his blue coat,' 

" One of the gentlemen could not resist the desire of 
making some further enquiries relative to the occurrence 
which had given him so much satisfaction. Accordingiy, 
the next time that Lord Dighy had his almsgiving coat 
on, his friend asked him what occasioned his wearing 
that singular dress. With a smile of great sweetness, 
his lordship told hjm that his curiosity should he 
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or, OS they were congenial souls, he shoTild 
accompRny him to & place for which his garment was 
adapted, 

"One morning soon after, his lordship requested the 
gentleman to accompany him on a visit to the receptacle 
of misery before mentioned, which his lordship had 
so often explored, to the consolation of its inhabitants. 
His lordship would not suffer his companion txi enter 
the gates of the prison, lest the hideousness of the place 
should disgust him ; but ordered the coachman to drive 
to ihe George Inn in the Borough, where a dinner was 
ordered for the happy individuals whom he was about to 
liberate. Here the gentleman had the pleasure of seeing 
nearly thirty persona, rescued from the jaws of a loath- 
some prison in an inclement season of the year, it being 
the middle of winter; and not only released from 
confinement, but restored to tlieir families ajid friends 
with some provision from his lordship's bounty, for their 
immediate support. 

" A few months after this beneficent occasion. Lord 
Digby went to visit his estates in Ireland, where he 
caught a putrid fever, of which he died in the dawn of 
life, November 30th, 1757." 



THE CONSCIENTIOUS HAIRDRESSER. 

It is lamentable to observe, that notwithstanding the 
observance of the Sabbath is enjoined by t!ie laws of 
God and man, notwithstanding it is sanctioned by all 
the most serious port of the commimity, and a sense of 
public decorum pleads strongly in its favour,^ — there are 
many, who, front a long habit of violating these sacred 
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Opportunities, are so hardened against the truth, as 
scarcely ever to feel eifectually one penetrating com- 
punction. 

There is a certain class of tradeamen in the humbler 
walks of life, who employ the morning of the Sabbath 
in adorning the persons of their customers ; which is 
certainly a very gross violation of the sacred hours. 
No plea of necessity, of family requirements, or of 
any other kind, ought to he admitted for a moment to 
have any weight, when balanced against the words of 
the divine command. 

In the city of Bath, during the last century, a person 
of this humble occupation, as he was on his route 
through the streets, pursuing his morning's work, hap- 
pened to look into some place of worship, just as the 
minister was giving out for his text — " Remember 
the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy." (Exod. xx. 8.) 
The offender listened long enough to be convinced that 
he was constantly breaking the laws of God and his 
country by shaving and dressing on the holy day. His 
conscience being thus awakened, he felt exceedingly 
uneasy, and went with a heavy heart to the task of the 
day. At length, he took courage, and opened his mind 
to a minister, who advised him to give up Sunday 
dressing and worship God. The barber replied, that 
beggary would be the consequence ; for although now he 
had a flourishing trade, it would then almost all he lost. 
However, after many a sleepless night, spent in weeping 
and praying, finding his duty more and more apparent, 
the longer he reflected upon it, he determined to " cast 
all his care upon God." He accordingly discontinued 
the Sunday dressing, and went constantly and early to 
the public service of rehgion ; and he soon enjoyed 



that inwQid satisfaction, which is one of tlie sweet 
rewards of doing our duty, being intdniEitely connected 
with, and indeed forming a constituent part of, that 
" peace of God which the world con neither give nor take 
ftway . ' ' The consequences which he had foreseen, 
•ctually followed. As he was nicknamed Puritan and 
Methodist, his genteel customers deserted him ; he was 
obliged to give up his fashionable shop; and, in the 
course of years, became so reduced as to take a cellar 
under the old Market-house, and shave the common 

One Saturday evening, between light and dark, a 
stranger, hy one of the coaches, asking for a barber, was 
directed hy the hostler to the cellar opposite. Coming 
in hastily, he requested to he shaved quickly, while the 
horses were being changed, as he did not like to violate 
tlte Sabbath. This was touching iJie barber on a tender 
point: he burst into tears, and asked the stranger to 
lend him a halfpenny to buy a candle, as it was not light 
enough to eIiovc him in safety. His request was com- 
plied witli, tlie stronger revolving in his mind the extreme 
poverty to which the man must be reduced. 

\Vhen the operation was done, the gentleman said, 
"There must be something extraordinary in your his- 
tory, which 'I have not now time to hear. Here is 
half-a-crown for you: when I return, I will call and 
invcBtigatc your case. Wliat is your name V 

" Wilham Reed," answered tlie astonished barber. 

" Wilham Reedl" echoed the stranger. "William 
Reed ! By yottr dialect you are from the west ?" 

"Yes, Sir, from Kingstone, near Taunton." 

"■William Reed, from Kingstone, near Taunton 1 
What was your father's name V 
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" Thomas." 

" Had ho any brother?" 

" Yea, Sir, one, after -whom I was named : but he 
went to the Indies ; and, as we never heard &om him, 
we suppose him to be dead." 

" Come along, follow me," said the stranger. " I am 
going to see a person who says his name is William 
Reed, of Kingstone, near Taunton : eome, and coniront 
him. If you prove to be indeed the person whom you 
say you are, I have glorious news for you : your uncle 
is dead, and has left you an immense fortune, which I 
will put you in possession of, when all legal doubts are 
removed." 

They both went by the coach, saw the soi-disant 
William Reed, and proved him to be an impostor. The 
stranger, who was a pious attorney, was soon legally 
satisfied of the barber's identity! «nd he told him, that 
he had advertised him in vain, that Providence had now 
discovered him in a most extraordinary manner, and 
that he had much pleasure in transferring many thousand 
pouuda to a worthy man, the rightful heir of the 
property. 

Thus was " maa's extremity God's opportunity," 
Had the poor barber possessed one halipenny, or even 
had credit for a candle, he might have remained unknown 
for years. But he trusted in God, who never said, 
" Seek ye my face in vain." He reverenced his 
Sabbaths, and was rewarded hy Him who had said, 
" Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy." 
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THE HIGHWAYMAN RECLAIMED. 

It was the custom of Dr. Sharp, archbishop of York, 
ion his journeys, to have a saddle-horse in attendance on 
his carriage, that in case of fatigue from retaining a 
recumbent posture, he might enjoy the refreshment of a 
ride. As he was thus, on one occasion, proceeding to 
his episcopal residence, having got a mile or two before 
the carriage, a decent, well-looking young man, came 
up to him, and with a trembling hand presented a pistol 
to his grace*s breast, demanding his money with a 
fedtering tongue. The archbishop with great comi- 
posure turned about, and looking stedfastly in his 
face, desired he would remove that dangerous weapon, 
and tell him fairly his condition. " Sir! Sir!" cried 
the youth, with great agitation, " no words : 'tis not a 
time — your money instantly." — " Hear me, young 
man,'* said the archbishop : *^ you see I am an old man, 
and my life is of very little consequence ; y(mr8 seems 
far otherwise. I am named Sharp, and am archbishop 
of York ; my carriage and servants are behind. Tell 
me what money you want, and who you are; and I 
will not injure you, but prove a friend. Here, take 
this : and now, frankly tell me how much you want to 
make you independent of so destructive a business as 
you are now engaged in." — " Oh Sir," replied the man, 
" I detest the business as much you. I am — ^but — ^but — 
at home there are creditors who will not stay ! Fifty 
pounds, my lord, would do what no tongue besides my 
own can tell." — "Well, Sir," replied the archbishop, 
* * I take it on your word ; and c^n assure you, if you will, 

in a day or two, call on me at , what I have now 

given shall be made up that sum." The highwayman 
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looked at him, was silent, and went off; and, at the time 
appointed, aetwally waited on the archbishop, and 
aasured his grace, that his worda had left impressions 
which nothing could ever destroy. 

Nothing farther transpired for a year and half, or 
more ; when one morning a person knocked at his 
grace's gate, and, with a peculiar earnestness, desired to 
see him. The archbishop desired that the stranger 
might be brought in. He entered the room where his 
lordship was ; but had scarcely advanced a few steps, 
before his countenance changed, his knees tottered, and 
he requested an audience in private. The apartment 
being cleared, " My lord," said the stranger, " you 
cannot have forgotten the circumstances at such a time 
and place ; gratitude will never suffer them to be out 
of my mind. In me, my lord, yow now behold that 
once most wretched of mankind, but now, by your in- 
expressible humanity, rendered equal, perhaps superior, 
in happiness to millions. O, my lord!" — (tears for a 
while prevented his utterance,) — " 'tis you, 'tis you that 
have saved me body and soul. 'Tis you that have saved 
a dear and much-loved wife ; and a little brood of chil- 
dren whom I felt dearer to me than my life. Here are 
the fifty pounds : but never shall I find language to 
testily what I feel. Your God is your witness ; your 
deed itself is your glory ; and may heaven and all 
its blessings be your everlasting reward ! I was the 
youngest son of a wealthy man. Your lordship knows 

him ; — his name was -. My marriage turned 

his affection from me ; and my brother withdrew his 
love, and left me to sorrow and want. A month since, 
my brother died a bachelor and intestate. What was his 
is now become mine : and by your astonishing good- 
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ness, I am uow one of the most penitent, and gratefui, 
and happiest of my spedea!" 



GENEROUS SYMPATHY. 

In the year 1757, somu hundreds of English, who had 
been prisoners in France, were landed at Penzance by 
a cartel-ship. Maay of them passed through Redruth, 
on their way home, hut were in a most forlorn and 
wretched condition. No persons shewed more com- 
passion to them than the French prisoners then in that 
town. They gave them food, clotlies and money, and 
told them " We wish we eonld do more, but wc have little 
for ourselves here !" Several, who had only two shirts, 
gave a naked EngUahman one of them, A French boy, 
meeting an English hoy who was half naked, took bold 
of him and stopped him : cried over him awhile ; and 
then pulled off his own coat and put it upon him. 



THE SHIP ON FIRE. 

On the 1st of March 182.^, the Kent East Indiaman 
took fire in the Bay of Biscay. She had sailed from the 
Downs about the middle of February, being bound to 
Bengal and China. By the roll of the vessel, a cask of 
gpirits had been displaced ; and, as the men were about 
to fix it in its former position, a heavy sea struck the 
ship, and precipitated a candle from the hands of one of 
them. This, falling on a small portion of the spirits, 
which had escaped from the cask, produced an instant 
conflagration, which defied every effort to stay its pro- 
gress. At this awful crisis, the Cambria, Captain Cook, 
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bound from London to Mexico, having on board thirty- 
five miners and Buperintendents of the Anglo- Mexican 
company, hove in sight. Seeing a signal of distress, 
Captain Cook instantly bore down; and, on approaching 
the Kent, discovered her to be on fire. Not a moment 
was lost in rendering every possible assistance, and 
transferring the crew and passengers to the brig. 

Throughout the whole of this afiair, there appears to 
have been a very obvious display of providential super- 
intendence. The Cambria could not, as we are in- 
formed, have fallen in with the Kent, had not Captain 
Cook been induced to lie to for the purpose of repairing 
the bulwarks of his vessel. It is also stated, that if 
the Cambria, on her return to Falmouth, had been 
detained by the wind a day or two longer, it must have 
occasioned deplorable discomfort on board his vessel, a 
brig of two hundred tons, with more than 600 souls 
crowded together in her cabin and on her deck. 

But for this timely interference, 547 lives must in- 
evitably have been lost. 



DELIVERANCE OF MISSIONARIES. 

At the termination of the Burmese war, Mrs. Hough, 
wife of one of the American missionaries, addressed 
the following very interesting accounts to her daughter, 

" Rangoon, May 14, 1824, 

" The English have taken Rangoon ; and we, through 
mercy, are spared to tell you the joyful news, I 
thought, three days ago, that by this time you would 
have been an orphan. 
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" Monday, the 10th, news of the arrival of the 
English fleet at the mouth of the river was brought to 
Rangoon, but we could not believe it ; not that we 
thought it impossible, but we have been often deceived 
with idle reports, and placed no dependence on any 
thing we heard. Nearly all the English gentleinen 
were dining in Lauaago's (a Spanish gentleman) gar- 
den; and, before they had finished their dinner, they 
were conveyed to the king's godown, and confined in 
chains. We thought that Mr, Hough and Mr. Wade 
would escape, being Americans ; but, while we were at 
tea, a king's linguist, with about twelve men, escorted 
them to the godoiens, and put them with the other 
foreigners. Our seri'ants nearly all took the alarm ; 
and Mrs. Wade and myself spent a sleepless and 
wretched night in this lonely place, with only four 
Bervatits in the house with us, Moung Shwa-ba, a 
native Christian, kept by us, and prayed with us, which 
was no small consolation. The other Christiana went 



" Tuesday morning, we sent Mr, Wade and Mr. 
Hough some breakfast, and hoped for a line or two ; 
but fliey were not permitted to write, I wrote to Mr. 
Barkis, begging him to use his influence with the 
government to have Mr. Wade and Mr. Hough released, 
as they were Americana, He replied, that he feared for 
himself; and that he had done all he could, but in vain. 
We thought that we would go into town ; and if we 
could not comfort our husbands, suffer with them : but 
the town was crowded ; and Moung Shwa-ba thought 
we should either be seized, or not permitted to enter the 
godown. About one o'clock p.m. the fleet came up to 
the town, and received a shot from the Burmans. They 
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returned two for one ; and, in a few minutes, every one 
of the Burmans took what tliey could, and fled. The 
English prisoners had each an executioner over them, 
who was ordered to strike off their heada when the first 
English gun was fired r hut they were so frightened, 
that they crouched down in one corner of the room, 
expecting the whole roof to fell upon them ; and the 
third fire made them force the door, and run away. 
They however fastened it upon the outside. Not long 
after, the prisoners were taken out to be executed. 
Your papa proposed going to the fleet for terms of 
peace, to which the Burmans were ahout consenting, 
when the firing recommenced, and the yaywoon, with 
hia ofiieers, ran away, dragging the poor chained pri- 
soners with them. Your papa and Mr. Wade were 
chained together, stripped of all their clothes, except 
shirt and pantaloons ; — (Mr. Wade's shirt was taken 
from him;) — not even their hats were left; their arms 
were tightly corded behind, and an executioner kept 
hold of the rope. In this dreadful situation, Mrs. Wade 
and myself saw tliem, from the window of o. little hut to 
which we had fled, expecting every moment to be 
bound and treated in the same way, George ran out 
after your papa, who sent him back. The prisoners 
were taken about half way to the great pagoda, when 
they released Mr. Hough, and sent him to the English 
fleet [ though not without his first promising to procure 
terms of peace. He went to the commodore, on board 
his majesty's ship Liffey ; whose terms were, that all 
the white prisoners should be immediately released, and 
if one drop of their blood was spilt, the whole country 
should be desolated by fire and sword. He went hack 
with the message ; but not being able ta fiud the 



» 
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yay vooDt or the English prisoaers, he retarned ; and, in 
the evening, 1 saw him for the first time after he lefl the 
house on Monday evening. 

" Mr. Wade and the other prisoners were released 
by the English next day, about noon ; Mrs. Wade and 
myself suffered every thing but imprisonment or death ; 
and the scene in the verandah of the Portuguese church, 
to wliich we first fled, was beyond all description. 
Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Snowball, and hundreds of the Por- 
tuguese, crowded together. Mrs. Wade and myself 
put on Burman clothes, and mingled with the rest. 

" When the English landed, we went out to put our- 
»e]ves under their protection. They treated us with 
pity and affection, and took us into the town with 
them, where we met your papa in the evening. 

" Oil Wednesday, we returned to the mission-house, 
where we found every thing nearly as we had left ii. 
A few things had been stolen from the cook-house ; our 
horses were gone ; and our cows we expect to lose, as 
Jiiey have not yet returned to the house, — which we 
expected to have found plundered of every thing ; and 
we feel thank&I to our merciful Father, that he spared 
US those comforts of which so many are deprived." 



THE STARVING CREW. 

Captain Hall sailed from Boston on the 22d of 
September, 1823, in the sloop Sally, of St. George's, 
bound to Machias. His crew consisted of two young 
lads, seventeen or eighteen years old ; and he had on 
board two female passengers belonging to Machias. After 
leavmg Boston, they soon experienced rough weather; 
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and, after being out twelve days, while acuddiiig under 
bare polea in a violent gale, tbey lost both their masts 
and rudder ; from which time tSiey drifted at the mercy 
of the winds and waves twenty-one days longer, before 
they were taken off from the wreck. 

In a few days they found their stores of provisions 
reduced to nine biscuits : and upon this morsel five 
persons lived so sparingly as to make it last fourteen 
days. At length, the biscuit faUed, and no help ap- 
peared. Their only sustenance now was two or three 
rata, which they were so fortunate as to obtain by means 
of a cat which they had on board ; and, finally, they 
feasted their famished bodies on the cat herself. These 
means of support at lengtli failed ; and still there was 
no prospect of relief. They had hitherto been obliged 
to keep one hand at the pump most of the time, to 
prevent the vessel from sinking ; but they were now 
become so weak as scarcely to be able to walk. Three 
days longer they survived, without the least suste- 
nance, save what they obtained from an old beef bone, 
which they boiled over five times, drinking the liquor, 
which became slightly nutritive by means of the marrow 
andfat of the bone. 

Two days before they were relieved, a brig hove in 
sight T their dying hearts revived within them, and their 
half-glazed eyesbeamed with hope. The brig drew near ; 
she was not more than half a mile distant ; she hauled 
to the wind, threw back her topsails, and appeared 
to be watclung the wreck. With longing eyes, the 
dying sufferers waited, hoping to see the boat lowered 
into the water. But, while they watched, behold, the 
brig filled her sails, kept on her course, and was soon 
oat of sight. 
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Hunger had now driven them to all but their last re- 
source ; and they began to think that one of their number 
must perish, in order to preserve the lives of the others a 
little longer. Which of them should be thus sacrificed, 
they solemnly agreed to determine the next day, at 
twelve o'clock, if Providence should not sooner interpose 
in their behalf. But they were not left to this sad ex- 
tremity. About three o'clock in the afternoon, the 
brig Daniel, Captain Lawton, of Dartmouth, (England,) 
appeared in sight. She came to their reliei^ took them 
from the wreck, and carried them to St. John's, New- 
foundland, where they were treated with the greatest 
possible kindness by the citizens of St. John's, as well 
as by Captain Lawton. They were ftimished with an 
abundance of clothing and money ; and, after their 
strength was sufficiently restored, they took their pas- 
sage for their homes, where they arrived in safety. 



THE ORPHAN RELIEVED. 

It was on a pleasant summer's eve, that the pastor of 
one of our New England villages, after spending the 
day in study, took his customary walk. He was a good 
old man, who had long been faithful over the beloved 
people of his charge ; and he had been a successftil 
labourer in the cause of his Master, till his head had 
become silvered over, and his tottering tenement needed 
the support of a staff. 

The sun had abready sunk in the west, and was pouring 
his last rays over the golden sky, as the pastor entered 
the churchyard of the village. There is something 
connected with the close of day, which has a tendency 



to bring a pleasing melancliDly over the sou], when it is at 
leisure to be influenced by reflection. The good man 
felt this ; he found the time and the place of his evening 
walk uniting to elevate his feelings above this world, 
and to carry them, in holy contemplation, to a better. 
The pious pastor had pressed beneath his feet the sods 
which covered the remains of many a beloved parish- 
ioner, when, at length, his softly trembling steps brought 
liim to the spot where lay his own deceased wife, and 
three beautiful daughters, whose loveliness, lite that of 
an opening rose, was blasted ere it was fiiUy exhibited. 
The husband and the father, leaning on his staff, bent 
gently over these precious relics ; and he was marking 
out by their side a spot where bis own ashes should 
repose, when he was startled by the sobs of a child. 
He turned, and, at a little distance, beheld a lovely, 
white-headed boy, who was kneeling and sobbing upon 
the grave of his fcther, whose body had lately been 
deposited beneath. With a melting heart, the good 
shepherd approached the cliild of his friend, and raised 
and kissed the orphan lamb of his flock, with the tender- 
ness of an angel. The little fellow's face was pallid with 
grief,, and his bright blue eyes swollen with weeping. 
The aged ptigrim sat beside the grave, and pressed the 
weeping boy to his bosom. 

" Oh, Sir," said the child, " let me ery forniy father. 
He ties deep in tliat grave. They tell me he will never 
again be my father. I fear that I have offended him, 
and that he will no more be my father ; and I want to 
ask him to for^ve me, and to kiss me as he used to do. 
Oh, if he would once more be my father, I would never 
again offend him. But they say he is dead. Oh, I 
d sit here and cry all night ; I would never stop, if 
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* my poor father would come to me. But tie will not : 
for, a few days before they put him into this hole, he told 
me — Oh, I do remember it— he told me he was going 
to leave me, and I should never have a father any more : 
and he stroked my hair with hia sick hand, and told me, 
that, when he was buried in the ground, I must be a 
good boy, and love God. Oh, my poor father !" 

The tender pastor pressed the liand of the sorrowing 
orphan, and wet willi his tears the silken hair of the 
disconsolate boy. The first attempt of the benevolent 
man was to soothe the little fellow into confidence : and 
he then endeavoured to direct him to a Father that 
would never die. He explained the nature of death, 
and the promised resmrection, informed his young pro- 
tege of the manner in which first sin, and then death, 
entered into the world ; disclosed the bumbling truth rela- 
tive to man's natural depravity ; laboured to impress upon 
his mind correct images of the attributes of love, mercy, 
and justice, which shone forth in the great Eternal ; and 
explained the nature and efficacy of the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus. All this was communicated 
in BO simple and interesting a manner, that the little 
hearer listened with intense attention ; and seemed, as it 
were, to hang upon his lips, when the good pastor bad 
concluded. " Now, my dear little boy," said the 
worthy man in conclusion, " you have indeed lost a 
tender father : but fly, my child, fly, in earnest prayer, 
to Him who has promised to be an everlasting Father. 
He will never forsake the destitute or the poor orphan." 

" What is an orphan ?" asked the child. 

The good pastor explained, that it was a child left 
alone in the world, without a parent, 

■' And what is a poor orphan ? " rejoined the boy. 
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The clergyman felt affected, while he aaid, that it was 
nn orphan destitute of property. 

" O I wish," exclaimed the child, in the simplicity of 
his heart, " I wish that I were a pooe orphan, if God 
woTild be my Father." 

The good njinister wept, for he knew the child would 
be a poor orphan, " I trust, my dear little boy," said 
he, " that God will he your Father. I hope he will 
guide you safely through this dangerous life, and at 
length receive you to glory. There too, I trust, yoii 
will again behold and embrace the earthly lather who is 
gone before you." 

The good man held the hand of the chUd, as he bent 
in prayer upon the grave, offering a devout petition that 
God would preserve and provide for the fatherless 

The pious pastor now led the little lamb to his own 
home. He soothed hia sorrows, satisfied his wants, and 
determined henceforward to adopt him as his child. 
But Providence had determined otherwise. The faith- 
ful pastor was soon afterwards laid upon the bed of 
death ; and the child was left a second time an 

The little boy was now thrown upon the wide world 
with few friends, and few ac<)naintance8. His patron 
was dead, and he himself seemed to be forgotten. 
Many who saw him, did, indeed, express compassion 
for him ; and when the big tear sometimes gushed from 
his eyes, it was seen and pitied. Many hoped he would 
be provided for : but they left him as they found him. 
But He " who feedeth the young ravens," provided for 
this fetherless boy. To be as brief as possible, it must 
be added, that, after passing through various situationa, 
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after encountering many trials, and being safely led 
through unnumbered difficulties, the subject of this 
anecdote became a member of one of our colleges, 
where he is now receiring the necessary education to 
prepare him to join that benevolent band of whom 
Isaiah speaks when he says, " How beautiliil upon tlie 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidiags, 
that publishetli peace I" 



INPLUEKCE OF BIBLE SOCt£TIES. 
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The ladies of a Bible Association, in one of their 
ikiy calls upon the poor, aaw a female at her door, 
with an infant in her arms. They kindly enquired if 
she had a Bible ; to which she replied in the negative. 
They then asked her whether she would like to hecome 
a subscriber for one? She replied, with tears in her 
eyes, that she would if it were iu her power, but she 
could not. On leaving her, the husband, an idle, 
worthless man, who had seen the ladies conversing 
with his wife, asked her what they wanted. She told 
him: and when he enq\iired what answer she had given 
them, she repeated all that had passed. On the follow- 
ing Monday, as the ladies were passing the door, they 
ibimd the poor woman waiting for them ; and she 
tendered them sixpence, as the commencement of a 
subscription for a Bible, They were much surprised, 
as well as delighted, and asked how she became enabled 
to spare so much. She answered, very feelingly, " / 
hope it will last, I hope i( mil last," The following 
week, she was ready with a shilling; and, in the course 
a very few weeks, she paid up the requisite sum, a 
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received a Bible. It appeared, from her statement to 

the ladies, that almost immediately after their first 
conversation, the husband attended diligently to his 
employment ; and, instead of spending the greater 
part of his earnings at the public-house, as he had 
been accustomed to do, he brought his wages home 
to his wife. In a very short period, he relinquished 
his allowance of four shillings a week from the parish ; 
he became afterwards a free- subscriber to the Society ; 
and at the time this account was communicated to me 
by a friend, this man (who must previously have been 
considered by many as among the incurables) hud 
a considerable sum deposited in the savings-bank. 

Surely, this providential meeting with the poor 
woman, and the subsequent happiness of this family, 
would alone establish the importance of Bible Societies. 



SINGULAR HUMANITY. 

Some time since, a poor beggar-woman, soliciting 
alms at a house in the Gorbals of Glasgow, found no 
person within but a poor woman with a chUd seated 
on her knees, who, upon being asked for charity, replied, 
that she had more need to receive than to give; that 
that was the second day which she had passed without 
nourishment ; and that she was endeavouring to give 
suck to her child, but could not. The beggar imme- 
diately exclaimed, "Poor creature! you are a greater 
object than I am ; for I can beg, but you are ashamed. 
There is two-pence: it is all I have collected to-day. 
And I have a little meal in my bag ; you shall have it, 
and I will go and beg more for you." She accordingly 
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mnt, and, in the course of half-on-hour, returned with 
rigbt-pence, which Bhe also gave to the poorer woman, 
faying, at the same time, " Surely, the Almighty has 
interposed in your behalf; for 1 waa ncTer before so 
■uccessful in such a short time." 



THE PERaECUTED SUSTAINED. 

During the bloody persecution of the proteatants in 
France, under Charlea IX., the persecuted fled in all 
directions for safety. A servant of Christ took refuge 
in a secluded spot, where no supplies could be obtained 
from his inends. Here he most probably would have 
perished, had not Providence directed a hen to lodge an 
egg daily for some time, in the place of his concealment. 



» 



THE CLERGYMAN OF ILA. 

In Queen Anne's reign, the British Augustan age, 
&w persons made a more illustrious figure than Butler, 
Duke of Ormond, who, for his attachment to the cause 
of St, Germain's, was a particular favourite of the queen, 
and of the Tory party, which then held the superiority 
in the court. 

It happened once, that as his grace, who had been 
appointed lord-lieutenant of Ireland, was on his passage 
to undertake his government, he was forced, by contrary 
winds, upon the then almost barren island of Ila. There 
was no place in this small and bleak island, where his 
excellency could find tolerable accommodation, but a 
poor clergyman's house, in which were two or three 
small rooms, and these but very poorly furnished. 
However, these inconveniences were amply compensated 
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for, by the cheerful and happy disposition of the land- 
lord, and the frugal hut decent hospitality, with which 
hia excellency was peculiarly charmed. The wind, 
some days ailer, shifting about, the duke and his 
retinue prepared to resume their voyage; but before 
he went on board, being at breakfast, he asked his 
entertainer what his living was worth? 

"Only twenty-two pounds," replied Joseph; for that 
was the clei^man's name. 

At this, his excellency was surprised, and enquired 
how he managed to have things so neat and comfortable 
around him, on bo small a salary. 

"Why," replied he, "my wife Rebecca is an excellent 
housewife ; and, as we have two cows, she sells the milk 
and cheese, and almost supports the family, while we 
reserve our twenty-two pounds for clothes, and our 
children's education : for an education, at alJ events, 
I am determined to give them ; and then, the world 
is before them, let them shift for themselves." 

The duke was charmed at the discovery of so much 
contentment and genuine felicity ; and, having made 
the irugal wife a handsome present, he promised to do 
something more for Joseph, her husband; and imme- 
diately went on board the vessel. 

Joseph, having waited with anxiety from time to 
time, hoping to hear of something having been done 
in his favour, and being still disappointed in his ex- 
pectations, took the resolution of going to Dublin, and 
pushing his fortune there ; for which purpose, he seemed 
to have had only one opportunity in the whole of his 
life. He accordingly set out, and soon reached Dublin. 

Being a man of some abilities, he imagined the best 

|(, to attain his end would be, if possible, to preach 
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before his excellency, using every stroke of address 
which he could command, to make the dtike recollect 
who lie was, &nd what he had promised. He thought, 
if he could gain his end in this way, it would be prefer- 
uhle to an iudehcate hluntness, in coming to his excel- 
lency's lodgings, and reminding him of hi* promise. 
Upon this, he applied to the dean, to be pernaitted to 
preach in the cathedral on the foUowing Sunday. The 
(lean, who knew nothing ahout him, and never heard of 
him before, seemed a little surprised at his request ; but, 
being of a humane and gentle disposition, ho did not 
peremptorily refuse it, though he judged it ueceasary to 
be somewhat acquainted with the abilities of the person 
to whom he was to grant such a favour. He therefore 
artfiiily entered into conversation with the applicant, upon 
various subjects, and finding him to be a man possessed 
of no contemptible share of both natural and acquired 
abilities, he gave him permission to preach, on the next 
Sabbath afternoon, before his excellency, and the peers. 

Having mounted the pulpit at the time appointed, 
he chose that remarkable text — " Yet did not the chief 
butler (his grace's name was Butler) remember Joseph, 
but forgat him." (Gen. xl. 23.) He used the utmost 
efforts to pmnt the unhappy tendency that high life has 
upon the great, to make them overlook beneficent actions 
done them on certain occasions, by persons treading 
even in the humblest paths of indigence and obscurity. 
And having dilated on the injustice and inhumanity 
of such negligence towards generous benefactors, he 
observed, that the neglect he was lamenting, oflen 
took its rise, rather from multiplicity of business, or 
1 the ^cinating adulations with which the great 
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were constantly beset, than from any innate obduracy 
of heart. Having depicted the unhappy effects of this 
remissness at considerable length, rousing the feelings of 
his auditors by a very pathetic and animated address, he 
put the finishing stroke to his business, by the following 
striking application. — " And now, my honoured hearers, 
let us turn our thoughts inwardly, and question our- 
selves. Did I ever receive a kind office from one of an 
inferior station of life, and to whom a bountiful Provi- 
dence had not been so liberal as to pecuniary affluence, 
though he had bestowed on bira the more valuable 
favour of a kind, generous, and open heart, like that 
of the poor widow mentioned in the Gospel, as having 
freely given a mite to the needy, though it was all her 
living? And have I overlooked such generosity, and 
ungratefully forgotten to reward it seven-fold? Have 
I ever in my life been in a situation exposed to the 
inclemencies of the storm, and where conflicting elements 
seemed to conspire for my ruin ? And did some one, in 
a low station, but of a contented and liberal disposition, 
with open arms receive me and my weather-beaten 
attendants into his house, where, perhaps, his equally 
attentive spouse busied herself for my comfort, heaping 
on plenty of fuel to recal life into our cliilled and 
benumbed limbs, and, with the utmost solicitude, pre- 
paring a repast of decent, plain, and comfortable food, 
to revive our exhausted strengtli, and to cherish our 
hearts, now secure firom the impetuosity of the raging 
storm? nor would this kind pair permit us to depart 
from their frugal, but happy abode, till serencr weather 
and milder skies invited our departure— although they 
had no hope, or, at least, no certainty of a recompense, 
on my part ? And have I, with conduct unworthy of 
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my station, allowed such true benevolence to pass by 
unrewarded; and, ashamed to acknowledge my bene- 
factora, suffered them to languish under the iron hand 
of poverty, and possibly to solicit charity's cold band in 
vain?" 

Here, the duke, who had been all along very atten- 
tive to the sermon, couid not help examining Ms own 
conduct ; and, upon recollection, found that he himself 
was guilty of some pieces of negligence equally criminal, 
and perfectly similar to this which had just been de- 
scribed in such affecting colours. But he was still more 
affected, when, upon a thorough examination of the fea- 
tures of the parson, he found they bore a striking resem- 
blance to those of his own hospitable landlord in the 
island of 11a ; and whom, till brought to his recollection 
by this affecting diDcoursc, he had altogether forgotten. 
Upon this, he turned to one of his lords, and asked 
him, if this was not their old landlord at Ila: to which 
he replied, " Please your excellency, I think it is." — 
" Cause hira, after service, to come and dine with me," 
said the duke. 

Joseph, being brought into the duke's presence, and 
presented with a seat, the duke enquired, if he did not 
come firom Ila — and if it were not his design to remind 
him of his promise to provide for him ? Here Joseph 
blushed; but, with that ingenuousness, which is natural 
to a generous mind, confessed that he was the person, 
and that it certainly was his sole intention: for that he 
imagined his excellency's neglect of him did not arise 
irom a contempt of his meanness of life, or from a 
dishonourable shame of acknowledging a good oiHce 
done by an inferior, (which a great soul, like his 
excellency's, must disdain,) but from the vast ^^^_ 
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important concerns of the govermnent, with which he 
was entnisted. Therefore he accounted it no matter 
of surprise, that this, like a smaU receipt among a 
heap of paper, was faUen aside, aa it were, and lost. 

To this the duke replied, " You are a worthy man ! " 
And, immediately after dinner, he ordered some of his 
clerks to look over the vacancies of the church. 

The clerks, after searching, told his excellency, there 
wM no vacancy, except a living of four hundred pounds 
per annum. 

Hia excellency answered, " There is none more de- 
serring of it than this generous, worthy man i " and he 
immediately preferred Joseph from his poor twenty-two 
pounds a year to four hundred pounds. 

But, mark the rapid transition of fortune I The Whig 
interest gaining the superior! ty^-(for jarring interests 
and Actions will always he found in a free state) — the 
Duke of Ormond was divested of all his dignities, and, 
escaping a trial by retiring to France, he was declared a 
fugitive, and his large fortune was forfeited to die crown. 
The generosity of his friends for some time supplied 
him : but, alas ! these aids were at length withdrawn ; 
and the once great Duke of Ormond, lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland, lieutenant-general of her majesty's armies, 
&e. &o„ found himself compelled to traverse the lowest 
paths of fortune, surrounded by all the horror of indi- 
gence and contempt, and with the continual dread of a 
violent death. But, how agreeably was he surprised to 
find a comfortable supply afforded him, through a very 
unexpected channel ; namely, his old friend Joseph ! 
That generous-hearted man, hearing of his great patron 
and benefactor's misfortunes, thought the least his duty 
could require, would be to spare what be could out 
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of his benefice, to supply the necessities of the man 
firom whom he had all his living. One day^ theiefoie, 
taking his wife Rebecca aside, he said to her, ** Rebecca, 
my dear, you hear what has happened to the Duke of 
Ormond, who liberally put us into our present affluent 
situation ; and, you know, we can as easily live upon 
one hundred pounds a year, as upon one thousand 
pounds: what think you of setding three hundred 
pounds a year upon our generous patron, for life? — 
for I hear, to the disgrace of his country, that he is in 
danger of perishing for want." Rebecca consented to 
so noble a proposal ; and immediately Joseph modestly 
remitted to the duke the first quarter of his annuity. 
Struck with this second act of kindness, his grace wrote 
a full account of it to a great personage at court, who, 
although in different interests, still pursued the dictates 
of ^endship amidst all the commotions of the state. 
Being charmed with such real generosity in a poor man, 
this courtier got Joseph preferred to a second living, 
which made them worth eight hundred pounds a year : 
but, prior to this second preferment, the Duke of Ormond 
died in exile; so that Joseph had it now no more in his 
power to relieve the wants and alleviate the misfortunes 
of his noble benefactor : for he was now secure from the 
blustering storms of adversity, in that land of silence, 
where " the weary are at rest." 

So true is that declaration of Solomon — " The liberal 
soul deviseth liberal things ; and by liberal things shall 
he stand." 
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THE MABTYROLOGIST RELIEVED. 

The distinguished Mr. John Fox, author of The 
Book of Martyrs, &c., perceiving the errors of the 
Church of Rome, abandoned that cominunity, for which 
he was condemned as an heretic, and expelled from the 
college. Being in fear of the popish inquisition, he Jeft 
his native place, Boston, in Lincolnshire, and proceeded 
to London, in order either to ohtain a place of con- 
cealment, or, at least, to assodat* with those whose 
sentiments were congenial with his own. Here his 
circumstances hecame most intolerable. All his means 
of subsistence were exhausted, and he was reduced to a 
state bordering on starvation. Jn this condition, while 
he was one day sitting in St. Paul's church, an unknown 
person put a sum of money into his hand, encomraged 
him with the assurance of ftirther relief in a few days, 
and advised him, in the mean time, to preserve his life. 
Within three days, an invitation from the Duchess of 
Richmond came to Mr. Fox, oflbring him a situation 
to superintend the education of the Earl of Surrey's 
children, at her seat at Roigate, about twenty miles 
Irom London. Here he continued for the rest of King 
Henry's life, and during the whole of King Edward's 
and part of Queen Mary's reign. 



CHRISTIANITY DEFENDED. 

The following interesting account, which is extracted 
from Mortier's Second Journey through Persia, contains 
in it so forcible an attestation of the watchfid care of 
Jehovah, in reference to his own cause, and his own 
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servants in their labours, while endeavouring to diffuse 
the knowledge of His holy truth, as to make it desirable 
to preserve it in this collection. 

''We had not long been at Sabriz," sayB Mortier, 
** before our party was joined by the Rev. Mr. Canning 
and the Rev. Henry Martyn : the former was attached 
to our embassy as chi^lain ; the latter, whom we had 
left at Shiraz, employed in the translation of the New 
Testament into the Persian language, having completed 
this object, was on his way to Constantinople. Both 
these gentlemen had suffered greatly in health doling 
their journey from Shiraz. Mr. Martyn had scarcely time 
to recover his strength, before he departed again. He 
remained some time with the Armenian patriarch and his 
monks, at Etchmiatzin ; and his memory is highly revered 
among them. He had a relapse of his fever in Turkey; 
and, as he travelled with a Tartar, a mode evidently 
too violent for his weak frame, his disorder obliged him 
to stop at Torcat, where he died. The Persians, who 
were struck with his humility, his patience, and his 
resignation, called him a Merdi Khoddif a man of God: 
and, indeed, every action of his life seemed to be bent 
towards the one object of advancing the interest of the 
Christian religion. 

" When he was living at Shiraz, employed in his 
translation, he neither sought nor shunned the society 
of the natives, many of whom constantly drew him 
into arguments about religion, with the intention of 
persuading him of the truth and excellence of theirs. 
His answers were such as to stimulate them to further 
arguments; and, in spite of their pride, the principal 
moUahs, who had heard of his reputation, paid him the 
first visit, and endeavoured in every way, * to entangle 



him in hia talk.' At length, he thought the heat mode 
of aUencing them was, hy writing a reply to the aigu- 
ments which they brought against our belief, and in 
favour of their own. His tra<rt was circulated through 
diiferent parts of Persia, and was sent from hand to 
band to be answered. At length, it made its way to the 
king'a court; and a moUah of high consideration, who 
reaided at Hamadan, and who was esteemed one of the 
best controversialists in the country, was ordered to 
answer it. After the lapse of more than a year, he 
did answer it; but such were the strong positions taken 
by Mr. Martyn, that the Persians themselves were 
ashamed of the futility of their own attempts to break 
them down : for, after they had sent their answer to the 
ambassador, they requested that it might he returned to 
them again, as another answer was preparing to be 
given. Such answer has never yet been given : and 
we may infer from this circumstance, that if, in addition 
to the Scriptures, some plain treatises on the evidences 
of Christianity, accompanied by strictures on the false- 
ness of the doctrines of Mahomed, were translated into 
Persian, and disseminated throughout that empire, very 
favourable effects would be produced. 

" Mr. Martyn caused a copy of hia translation to be 
beautiiully written, and to be presented by the ambas- 
sador to the king, who was pleased to receive it very 
graciously. A copy of it was made by Mirza Baba, 
who gave us lessons in the Persian language ; and he 
said, that many of his countrymen asked his permission 
to take Mr. Martyn's translation to their homes, where 
they kept it several days, and expressed themselves 
much edified by its contents : but, while he was em- 
ployed in copying it, moUahs (the Persian scribes) used 
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frequently to sit with him, and revile him for undertaking 
such a work. On reading the passage where our Saviour 
is called, ' The Lamb of God^^ they scorned and ridiculed 
the simile, as if exulting in the superior designation of 
Ali, who is called Sharkhoda^ the Lion of God. Mirza 
Baha observed to them, ' The Uon is an unclean beast : 
he preys upon carcases; and you are not allowed ta 
wear his skin, because it is impure : he is destructive, 
^rce, and man's enemy. The lamb^ on the contrary, 
is every way Jialal, or lawful : you eat its flesh ; you 
wear its skin on your head; it does no harm ; and is an 
animal beloved. Whether is it best, then, to say, the 
Lamb of God, or the Lion of Grod?*" 

That this little work of the laborious and holy Martyn 
should have been vmtten at such a period — ^while the 
Scriptures themselves were translating ; — that it should 
have been spoken of so much, have been circulated so 
widely, and, though attempted at by the most able of 
their mollahSf still should remain unanswered ; and that 
even the sovereign of the land himself should be in 
possession of a copy ; can only be accounted for on the 
principle of a Divine superintending Providence so 
designing it, to accomplish his own purposes in the 
destruction of the delusive errors of the felse prophet 
of Mecca. 



saurin's observations. 



The elegant and eloquent Saurin, while surveying 
the providential care of God, in reference to his Church, 
in the help which has been afforded, and the service 
which has been done for it, even by some of its greatest 
enemies, enquires, — 
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" WTio would have thought that King Henry VIII., 
a cruel and superstitious king, the greatest enemy the 
Reformation ever had- — he who, hy the fury of hia arms 
and hy tlie productions of his pen, opposed this great 
work, refilling those whom he could not persecute, and 
persecuting those whom he could not refute, — who would 
have thought that this monarch should first serve the 
work lie intended to suhvert ; clear the way for refor- 
mation; and, hy shaking off the yoke of the Roman 
pontiff, execute the plan of Providence, while he seemed 
to do nothing hut satiate his volupCuousnesB and am- 
bition! 

" Who would have thought that the ambitious Cle- 
ment,* to maintain some chimerical rights which the 
pride of the clergy had forged, and which the cowardice 
of the people and the effeminacy of their princes had 
granted ; who would have believed that this ambitions 
pope, by hurling the thunders of the Vatican against 
the king, would have given the first stab to a tyranny 
which he intended to confirm? 

" Who would have imagined that Zuinglius would 
have had such amazing success among people the most 
inviolably attached, of any in the worid, to the customs 
of their predecessors — a people scrupulously retaining 
even the dress of their ancestors — a people, above all, 
so inimical to innovations in religion, that they would 
liaidly hear to have a new explication of a passage of 
Scripture, a new argument, or a modem critical re- 
mark; — who would have supposed that they could have 
been persuaded to embrace a religion diametrically 
opposite to that which they had imbibed with their 
niothei's milk? 

• Rapt Clement Vll. 



E 
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*' Who would have believed, that Lather could have 
surmounted the obstacles that opposed the success of 
his preaching in Germany ; and that the proud emperor, 
Charles V., who reckoned among his captives, pontiffi 
and kings, could not subdue one insignificant monk? 

** Who would have thought that the barbarous tribunal 
of the Inquisition, which had enslaved so many natknn 
to superstition, should have been one of the principal 
causes of the reformation in the United Provinces?" 

With men, these things seemed and were hnpossibk ; 
but, with Him who manages the affairs of his Church, 
" all things are possible!" 



THE soldier's BOY. 



A PIOUS and affectionate ejaculation of St. Austin's 
was — *^ O Omnipotent Goodness, that so particulaily 
regardest every one of us as if the sole object of thy 
tender care, and all of us as if only a single person!" 
This sentiment seems fully exemplified in the interesting 
but helpless subject of the following fact. — 

" A few days ago,'* says the narrator, " walking 
towards Ayr, I was overtaken by Sergeant King, a 
member of the Methodist Society at Kilmarnock, who 
formerly belonged to the 42nd Highland regiment. In 
reply to a variety of questions which I proposed to him, 
he gave me several very affecting accounts of his many 
perils and providential escapes during the late war in 
the Peninsula. Walking onwards, and engaged in con- 
versation, we met on the road another sergeant who had 
served in the same regiment, named M'Cullum, of 
whom, and of his wife and son, my companion gave me 
the following interesting history. — 



" ' A British officer waa passing near the Guadorama 
Mountains, on the road to France, several leagues north 
of Madrid, on the 13th of Octoher, 1809, accompanied 
by some other British officers and soldiers (who, as 
well as himself, had iallen into the hands of the enemy, 
after the hattle of Talavera) and by several Spanish 
prisoners of war : the whole being conveyed by a 
strong escort of French troops, cavalry, and infantry. 
He perceived, in the centre of the escort, a very inter- 
esting CHILD, apparently seven years old, sitting with a 
Spanish female in a kind of cart. The appearance of 
the boy indicated that lie was not a native of a southern 
climate. This, together with a certain naivetS and 
playftdness in his manner, induced the officer to address 
him. Having spoken to him in Spanish, to which he 
made a suitable reply ; to the no small surprise of 
the officer, he immediately afterwards addiressed him in 
English, The ofBcer enquired of the female, who ap- 
peared to have the child under her care, where he had 
learned to speak the English language. She replied, 
that the boy was bom in Scotland ; — that his father, 
who had been a sergeant in the 42nd Highland regi- 
ment, and had served the year before in the British 
array, under Sir John Modhe, was killed at the battle 
in front of Corunna ; previously to which, on the retreat 
of the British troops firom Lugo, his mother, together 
with the child, had been lefl behind, sick, in the hos- 
pital at Lugo ; — that she feU a victim to the disease ; 
and that this boy, her child, was found in the hospital, 
in an abandoned and wretched condition, by the French 
officer of dragoons, who was now commanding the 
cavalry that conveyed the prisoners on their way to 
When an opportunity offered, the British 



officer introduced the subject to the French com- 
inandant, who corroborated the atory related by the 
Spanish lady, who, it appeared, was his mistrCHs. He 
then mentioned the cireumscaince to his brother officen, 
who, as well as himseli^ endeavoured to prevail on tlir 
French ofRcer to give up the child to his natural pro- 
tectors. But all their arguments and entreaties wen 
in vain : for he was so much attached to the boy, that 
he would not part with him on any account. 

" ' At this period, the manners of the child were ex- 
tremely interesting. He could speak four languages 
with no small degree of fluency ; French, he acquired 
from the French officers ; German, from the officer'! 
servant, who happened to be a Saxon ; Spanish, icmn 
the female, who could not speak a word of Frendi: 
and he atill retained a knowledge of his raoOux 
toHffue. 

" ' They travelled together &r three weeks longer 
towards the French frontier ; and, on their arrival ai 
Tolosa, thiity miles south of Bayonne, the French 
commandant received orders to conduct the Spanish 
prisoners of war to the fortress of Pampeluna ; whUe 
the British wounded, who had fallen into the hands of 
the enemy in the hospital, aflsr the battle of Talavera, 
were ordered to prosecute their march to France. 
However, the road to Pampeluna being intercepted 
by the Spanish guerillas, it was necessary that the 
French officer should restore the communication at the 
head of a large force. In the mean time, he left his 
establishment at Tolosa, until it might be prudent to 
order it to rejoin him; hut the Spanish lady, on account 
of her living with a French officer, ao much dreaded the 
resentment of her countrymen, that, in a few days ftfter 



hia departure, she fled, and deserted the child whom he 
had left in her charge. 

" ' In about a, month after tiua period. Captain (now 

Lieutenant-colonel) H of the dragoons, passing 

through Tolosa, in his way to Verdun, providentially 
heard that there was an English boy in the town, in a 
destitute and forlorn condition. He immediately took 
the child under hia protection ; and, hearing that the 
before-mentioned British officer had received a passport 
to return to England, and being anxious that he should 
convey some letters to his family, ventured to proceed 
to Paris, Here the officer again recognized his little 
travelling- companion, who instantly recollected him. 

He prevailed on Captain H to allow him to take 

the boy to England. Before leaving the French metro- 
polis, Captain H~ gave the officer a letter, addressed 

to Hia Royal Highness the Duke of York, the founder 
of the Military Asylum, and another to the Marquis of 
Huntley, colonel of the regiment in which the father of 
the boy had served. 

" ' On arriving in London, he lost no time in deliver- 
ing those letters ; and soon afterwards was, together 
with the child, honoured with an interview by hia Royal 
Highness ; who was very much pleased with the boy, 
took him in his arms, and spoke to him in French and 
German, to which the little fellow made prompt and 
suitable replies. His Royal Highness was pleased to 
make every necessary arrangement for the boy's admis- 
sion into the Royal Military Asylum, with as little 
delay as possible. 

" ' Lord Huntley, on the receipt of Captain H 's 

letter, immediately wrote to the commandant of the 
first battalion of the 42d regiment, then quartered at 
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Canterbury, to make enquiry if the child bad any friends 
living in Scotland. A few days afterwards, it being 
necessary to procure the Marquis of Huntley's signa- 
ture to some papers previous ta the boy's admiasion 
into the Asylum, the officer, together with his Uttle 
prolegi, was proceeding to Richmond-house, for tlie 
purpose, when, on reaching Charing-eroai, he perceived 
a soldier, in the UigUand uniform, walking before him. 
He quickened his pace, and soon overtook the man, 
who happened to serve in the 4id regiment. Having 
enquired of him, if he hud been acquainted with Sergeant 
M'Cullum, of his regiment, who was killed the year 
before, at the battle of Corunna, he replied, " Sir, I tlid 
not know any man of that name who was killed : but 
will you be so good. Sir, as to tell me why you have 
asked that question?" — "Because," replied the officer, 
pointijig out to him the boy, " that is his child, whom I 
found in Spain."—" 0, Sir ! " said the soldier, rushing 
to the boy, " he is my child 1 Jamie ! don't you know 
me?" The scene that ensued may be m.ore easily 
conceived than described. The feelings depicted in the 
countenance and evinced in the manner of the soldier, 
on the audden discovery of his long-lost child, affected 
the officer ho much that he was obliged to retire to the 
first shop that presented itself, to give vent to his 
feelings. In a short lime, they proceeded to Richmond' 
house, where, after having presented the boy to Lord 
Huntley, he related to his lordship the discovery he had 
just made, and the extraordinary circumstances attending 
it. On the soldier being brought forward, he delivered 
a letter to Lord Huntley, from Colonel Stirling, then 
commanding the first battalion of the 42d r^pment at 
Canterbury. In thia letter, Colonel Stirling stated, (in 



reply to that which Lord Huntley had written to him 
two days before,) that he was happy to inform his 
lordship that the man alluded to in his letter, relative 
to the orphan hoy of the regiment, was not killed, but 
received a severe wound at Coninna, from which he 
recovered, and that he was the bearer of the present 
answer. He moreover remarked, that he had sent the 
soldier to town, without making him acquainted with 
the object of his journey. It thus appeared that this 
soldier was in the act of proceeding to Richmond-house, 
with this letter to Lord Huntley, at the time the officer 
fell in with him. 

" ' In a few days, the boy was admitted into the 
Royal Military Asylum. His kind protector and he 
parted from each other with mutual regret ; and, at the 
moment of separation, he wept so bitterly, that the 
officer was obliged to make use of a stratagem to get 
away from him. lu looking over that noble establish- 
ment, the Royal Military Asylum, which does so much 
honour to His Royal Highness the Duke of York as its 
founder, the portrait of his royal highness attracted the 
earnest attention of his young companion, who ex- 
daimed, " That is the picture of the gentleman who was 
so kind to me the other day ! " While he was contem- 
plating the picture, the officer took the opportunity of 
stealing away from him unperceived.' " 

Sergeant M'Cullum is a pensioner resident at Kil- 
marnock. His son, for whose preservation the kind 
and gracious hand of Providence interposed in the very 
singular manner just related, is now a soldier in the 
42d re^ment, August 4, 1821, 
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THE BRAHMINICAL SEAL. 

Colonel Sandys (while presiding at a Misaionary 

Meeting, iii 1821, on which occasion the Kev, Mr.Waid, 
from Serumpore, had feelingly depicted the evils arising 
from the prejudiue of ante, among the natives of the 
East) roae and said, " I wish to bear ray testimony to the 
statements just made, and to relate a lact: and I am 
happy to see here the Rev. Mr. Ward, from Serampore, 
who will, I have no doubt, give you some fiirther infor- 
mation on this subject. The fact is this: — In, 1790, 1 was 
adjutant and quarter- master-general in the army, vmdei 
Marquis Comwallis, who brought down the power of 
Tippoo Saib. I sailed to join the army in the month of 
January in that year, liaving on board three hundred 
sepoys. We laid in our provision of water for the 
voyage, expecting a passage of only eight or nine days. 
The prineiples of these sepoys were well known to me, 
and many of them were of high caste. They were per- 
mitted to fill their own water-casks, every one of which 
was sealed with the Brahminical seal. Their provisions 
and packages were also seal ed ; and no one was permitted 
to touch that part of the ship where they were stowed. 
It was then tlie infancy of tlie war, and it was necessary 
to attend to all these prejudices. We sailed ; but, from 
calms and contrary winds, the voyage proved much 
longer than we had contemplated. When we had 
been at sea twenty-five days, having kept an account of 
the provisions and stores, as was my duty, I found that 
now we were only half way, and for the three hundred 
men, there only remained two butts of water. I well 
knew their sentiments respecting any other provisions, or 
other water ; and what would be the consequence I did 



not know, when the scarcity should be discovered. My 
anxiety was so great for several days, that I was scarcely 
able to support it. This waa observed by one of the 
chief personages among the Hindoos, with whom I was 
on terms of the closest intimacy ; and he said one day 
to me, ' What is the matter with you 1 are you ill V — 
' No,' I replied, ' I am much as usual !' — ' Is there any 
thing upon your mind V said he, ' We have been at sea 
a long time: how do your provisions holdout?' — He 
could not have asked a more unfortimate question. I 
however, waived it ; and it passed off for that day. I 
could only hope that something would soon occur in our 
favour. But the next day it waa the same, or, rather, it 
was getting worse ; and I resolved to tell him. Accor- 
dingly, I called him into the cabin, and said, ' I have a 
secret to unfold to you. We respect your caste; and 
from that circumstance all my uneasiness ariaes!'^ — He 
asked, 'What is the state of our provisions?' I replied, 
' Of dry provisions you have plenty!' — ' But,' he asked, 
' how is our water ? ' — ' That,' I replied, ' I am afraid to 
tell you.'- — ' Nay,' said he, ' tell me.' — ' Then here are 
the returns,' I replied ; ' and this has been the cause of 
that uneasiness you have observed in me.' — ' If that be 
all,' he said, ' I will soon set you at rest,' And he im- 
mediately went down and put the Brahminical seal on 
some butts of water, of which we had plenty on board. 
When he came up, tapping me on the shoulder, he said, 
' Let me see a smile on your countenance.' That did 
not require much summoning; and we aat down together 
with much pleasure. He was a valuable man : but I 
never dared to mention the circumstance to any indi- 
vidual, till I came to England." 

The peace, if not the Uves of the crew, and the 



k 



? FBOVIBENCE. 

safety of the ship, were thus providentially preseired 
by the oveimling goodness of Him who hath the heaita 
of all men in his handB, hy disposing this individual to 
lay aside fur a while the prejudice of caste. 



DETENTION. 



KAVKN lived in London when the last great 
plague raged. His house was in that part of town 
since called Craven -buildings. To avoid the threatened 
daugcr, his lordship resolved to retire to his seat in the 
country. Hie coach and six were accordingly at the door, 
the luggage put up, and nil things ready for the journey. 
As he was walking through the hall, with his hat on, 
his cane under his ami, and in the act of putting on his 
gloves,- in order to step into his carriage, he overheard 
his negro, who served him as postilion, saying to another 
servant, " I suppose by my lord's quitting London to 
avoid the plague, that his God lives in the country, and 
not in town." The poor negro said this in the simpli- 
city of his heart, really believing in a plurality of gods. 
Tlie speech however forcibly struck his lordship, and 
made him pause. " My God," thought he, " lives 
everywhere, and can preserve me in the town as well 
as in the country; I'll even stay where I am: the 
ignorance of that poor fellow has preached a useful 
sermon to me. Lord, pardon that unbelief, and that 
distrust of thy providence, which made me think of 
running away from thy hand." He immediately ordered 
the horses to be taken off &om the coach, and the 
lavage to be brought in. He continued in London, 
was remarkably useful among his sick neighbours, and 
never caught the fever. 



THE KECOHS OF PROTISEBCE. 
THE SWISS DOG. 

The mountains of Switzerland are in many places 
covered with eaormous accumulations of snow ; and this 
snow hangs over unfathomable abysses, which often prove 
the grave of incautious travellers. Sometimes these 
cnonnous masses elevate themselves to the clouds ; and 
as they have no other basis to support them than a 
shelving ridge of rock that runs on a point, the slightest 
impulse seta them in motion '■ suddenly they move 
forward, aud precipitate themselves with the noiae of 
thimder, overwhelming men and cattle without any 
possibility of escape. In order to afford some security 
against the dangers to which travellers are exposed in 
these wild and trackless regions, inns have been erected, 
where tlie bewildered wanderer may find some refresh- 
ment, and a temporary place of reliige. la these inns 
it is usual to train up large dogs to traverse the steep and 
ru^ed footpaths. These dogs commonly carry, fastened 
to their necks by an iron chain, small bottles filled with 
BjnritB, which they reach to the traveller, when they find 
him exhausted with fatigue in tho snow : after which, 
they conduct him to the inn destined for his reception. 

As one of these d<^ was taking his usual rounds, 
he found a boy about six years old, whose mother had 
fallen into the snowy abyss, and was lost to him for ever. 
Benumbed with cold, and faint with hunger, the helpless 
innocent lay crying on the side of the path. The dog 
ran to him, and raising his head, shewed him the 
invigorating cordial which he carried for the relief of 
exhausted travellers. Tlie child, not understanding the 
nature of his offer, started with affright, aud made a 
motion to escape. The dog, in order to inspire him 




vith confidence, genlly lifting up his paw, laid it slill 
i gently on his legs, and licked his hands, which 
e quite contracted with cold. The child, not com- 
prehending the meaning of these silent tokens of &iend' 
ship and sympathy, again made an attempt to rise ; but 
his whole body was so benumbed, that he fell instant!; 
to the grotuid. Compassion seemed to animate the 
generous animal, and he made renewed efforts to assist 
the wretched boy. Either with a view to warm him, 
or in order to dispel his apprehensions, he stretched 
himself at fall length on the body of the child, preswng 
his body close to that of the little traveller. The boy 
soon found tlie benefit of the warmth thus communi- 
cated, gradually gained confidence in his canine bene- 
factor, and at length clasped his arms around the neck 
of the dog. Tbe benevolent animiil drew him along in 
this position, with the utmost care, to the inn, where 
every assistance was tendered in order to restore ani- 
mation. The boy revived, and was preserved. This 
trait of benevolence in the dog excited the admiration 
of each neighbouring canton ; and a wealthy gentleman 
took the little orpliau under his protection. This kind 
person had a painting made of the affecting scene, by an 
eminent artist at Berne ; which he directed to be bung 
up in the inn to which the dog belonged. 



THE BENEFICENT EMPEROR. 

One day, when the Emperor Joseph II, was walking 
alone without any BUite, as he often did, he met a young 
woman, unknown to him, in great affliction. She was 
lamentiDg her fate very bitterly ; and was so 
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in distress as not to be aware that she was overheard. 
Joseph, approaching her, enquired into the cause of 
her lamentation. The young woman, attracted by the 
apparent sympathy of the stranger, related to him, with 
much siniphdty, that her father, an officer in a certain 
regiment, had been killed while fighting in the service of 
the "empress-queen, and that her mother, liaving no ann 
to protect her, nor any one interested in her behalf, had 
fallen beneath the stroke of poverty, and was reduced 
to the greatest privations, which the recent scarcity of 
provisions had contributed to increase. She added, that, 
till the hardness of the times slackened the demand 
for every article of labour, her mother and herself had 
contrived to support themselves by little febrications 
of utility and ornament ; but now, this resource having 
faQed them, she feared they should be brought to the 
most miserable extremities. The emperor enquired 
whether any assistance had been afforded them by the 
government : to which the young woman rephed in the 
negative. Ha then asked, why her mother had never 
thought of soliciting the emperor for relief, particularly 
as he was known to he easy of access. " They say hs 
is avaricious," she answered ; " and we therefore thought 
such a step would be useless." The monarch profited 
by the lesson thus innocently given him ; and, presenting 
some ducats to tlie applicant, he plained a gold ring in 
her hands, telling her that he had the honour of being 
in the emperor's service, and if, on a certain day, and at 
an hour which he also mentioned, she and her mother 
would attend at the palace, he should then be on duty, 
and would introduce them to his majesty. He remarked, 
however, that the ring wliich he had given her must be 
exhibited to the guard, in order to insure admittance. 
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The young womau, comforted and relieved by (Lis 
interview with a person whom she rightly regarded as 
a tutelary angel, immediately hastened home to com- 
municate to her mother the welcome tidings. In tbe 
mean time, the emperor made all enquiries requisite to 
authenticate the young woman's narration ; and finding 
that truth liad been implicitly observed, looked forward 
with feelinga of benevolent expectation to the appointed 
interview. 

At the proper time, the two females attended at tlK 
court, hoping to find their benefactor and profit by his 
influence. When introduced into the emperor's private 
apartment, the young woman recognized her friend 
among a group of courtiers by whom he was surrounded ; 
but she instantly perceived, by the respect which was 
pail! to him, that he was the emperor himself. Re- 
calling to mind what had escaped her on the subject 
of avarice, ahe trembled with apprehension. But her 
fears were soon calmed by the magnanimous monarch, 
who kindly soothed her with his courtesies, and address- 
ing her mother, informed her, that he had settled an 
amiuul pension upon her from the funds of the arniy. 
Then, turning again to the daughter, he added, " Another 
time 1 hope you will not despair of a heart that is just.'' 

Were sunilar instances of regal benevolence common, 
how would monarchs ratify their title to be considered 
afi the fathers of their people ! 

THE PROJECT SUPERSEDED. 

The following particulars, extracted from the Memoirs 
of the Rev. W. Turton, who was a native of Barbadoes, 
exhibit the merciful hand of Providence guiding the trans- 
gressor into the ways of peace. 
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Hearing !iis companions speak of the new doctrines 
taught hy the Rev. Dr. Coke and Mr. Pearce, he ex- 
pressed a desire to go and hear these gentlemen, not for 
the purpose of deriving benefit from their discourses, 
but in order (as they termed it) to have some sport. 
The plan was approved, some pina were procured to 
accomplish the ingenious device of attachmg the people's 
clothes together, and a servant was dispatched to the 
chapel to ascertain the hour of service. Tliis messenger, 
however, was so curious and interested an observer, 
that he quite forgot liis errand till towards the close 
of the sermon, when, recollecting himself, he hastened 
to apprize the party that the service had commenced. 
The young men made all possible haste to the place 
of concourse, exulting in their design ; but, when 
arrived at the spot, their manner attracted the atten- 
tion of the door-keeper, who quietly requested them 
to be seated. This, however, they refused ; and they 
would probably have persisted in their indecorons 
course, had not the eyes of the congregation been gene- 
rally directed towards them, which at length shamed 
them into compliance. Mr Turton's attention was now 
forcibly arrested by the address of the speaker ; the 
word was applied with power to his heart ; he saw and 
felt himself a sinner ; he forgot the purpose for which 
he had approached the sacred tabernacle; his pins lay 
quietly in his pocket;^ and "he who went to scoff, 
remained to pray." 

Thus, in the very moment of madness and hostility, 
was the hand of the Almighty stretched forth to the 
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THE INSURRECTION TERMINATED. 

In the year 1806, Colonel Oilleapie was appointed to 
the command of Arcot. He had been but a few days m 
that situation, when the dreadful conspiracy at Vetlore 
broke out in all its fiiry ; threatening not merely the 
destruction of the settlement in Mysore, but the utter 
exlermination of the British power tlirougliout the 
East. 

On the various causes which led to this formidable 
insurrection, it is unnecessary here to dilate ; though it 
seems certainly incredible that the mere alteration of 
dress in the native troops should have been sufficient to 
excite the paaaionate and vindictive feelings wliich dis- 
covered themselves on this occasion. With the lower 
orders of the people, and with the sepoys, this 
apparently trifling circumstance was midoubtedly mag- 
nified into a matter of much moment : but the more 
enlarged and refined intellects of their leaders could 
scarcely have been acted upon by such a considera- 
tion. We may rather suppose, that the ancient and es- 
tablished government, as vested in the family of Tippoo, 
engrossed the affections of the higher orders of natives, 
who beheld with jealousy and suspicion the innovations 
of foreigners, and the advancement of aliens to posts of 
honour and authority. Certain it is, that a deep-laid 
scheme for annihilating the English was concocted, and 
that much skill was manifested in the contrivances which 
were devised for its execution. By the good providence 
of God, however, the malignant purpose was rendered 
abortive, and the cruel attempt was strangled while yet 
in embryo. 
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It had been determined to make a simultaneous rising 
through the v 
peans wherev 
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provinces* and massacre the Euro- 
er they might be found. Vellore, buing 
pitched upon as the signal-post of the 
movement, and the conspirators only waited to learn 
their success in this place in order to effect their designs 
elsewhere. Here also tvere the sons of the sultan, 
Tippoo, whose stajidard would serve as a rallying point 
for the provincial insurgents. 

It was at this critical period, that Lieutenant -colonel 
Gillespie took the command of Arcot, and learning that 
his old companion-in-anus Colonel Fancourt ( with 
whom he served in St. Domingo, under General Simco) 
was at the head of the neighbouring garrison of Vellore, 
he promised himself much pleasure from a renewed 
acquaintance with his former Iriend. On the 9th of 
July he mounted his horse, intending to ride over to 
Vellore, when some letters arrived from the government, 
requiring immediate answers, which compelled him to 
relinquish his visit, and to send an apology to Colonel 
Fancourt, for his unavoidable absence. There was a 
visible interposition of Providence in this affair, which 
will appear in the following lines ; for had Colonel 
Gillespie been' permitted to proceed, he would most 
probably have shared the imfortunate fate of his brother 
commander. 

About 2 o'clock in the morning of the 10th of July, 
just as the moon had risen above the horizon, the 
Emopean barracks at Vellore were surrounded by the 
sepoys and other natives, who assembled with the 
utmost silence, and poured a most destructive fire 
into every door and window from musquetry and a 
pounder, so that the poor defenceless soldiers, being 
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taken by aurprise, tcU in heaps at the Bame instHnC. 
The Enropean Boldiera, with thow on the maingusnl, 
and even the sick in the hoapttali, were inlnuiiaii}y 
butchered ; after which, the asBBseins hastened to the 
house of the officers, where they pat to death all thtrt 
fell into their hands. Colonel M'Kanas, who com- 
manded one of the battalions, w.is shot while hann- 
fjuing his men on the parade ground ; Lieutenant Elf, 
i)f the 10th, with his infant son in his arms, tni 
bayoneted in the presence of his wife; and the scene of 
barbarity continued till about seven o'clodc, when tm 
officers and a surgeon, whose quarters were near Utt 
European barracks, contrived to get in and to take Ae 
command of the remains of the four companies which had 
been stationed in the place. These few men made a sal^ 
from the barracks; and, having gained possession of tbs 
six-ponnder, they fought their way desperately throu^ 
ilie asfltuiants, till they succeeded in reaching the gate- 
way, on the top of which, Sergeant Brodie, with his 
European guard, continued most gallantly to resist the 
whole body of the insurgents. 

Sucli was the state of Vellore, when Lieutenant- 
colonel Gillespie, totally ignorant of the confusion that 
raged there, mounted his horse, at six o'clock in the 
morning, with the intention of riding over to breakfast. 
At the instant when he was about to set out, the dismal 
tidings arrived of the tragic fate of his friend, and of 
the horrors that were still prevailing. No lime was to 
lie lost; and tlierefore, collecting immediately a troop of 
the 19th dragoons, and ordering the gaUoper-guna to 
follow with all speed, he hastened forward with the 
utmost eagemesB. So anxious, indeed, was he to reach 
the place, that he was considerably in advance of hia 



men all the way ; and, on his appearance. Sergeant 
Brodie, who had served with him in St. Domingo, 
instantly recognised him, and turning to hia drooping 
comrades, he exclaimed, " If Colonel Gillespie be alive, 
he is now at the head of the 19th dragoons ; and God 
Almighty has sent him from the West Indies to save 
our lives in the East." It was, indeed, in al! respects, 
such a display of divine goodness, as could hardly Ml 
to kindle in the most thoughtless mind a ray of devo- 
tional gratitude, whUe hope was pointing out a prospect 
of deliverance. 

Urged on by the noblest of all motives, that of saving 
his fellow-creatures, tlie colonel, regardless of his own 
safety, and in the face of a furious fire poured at him 
from the walls, pushed towards the bastion, when the 
sergeant, letting down a chain, formed of the soldiers' 
belts, for the colonel to ascend by, had tlie indescribable 
satisfaction of welcoming a leader from whom every 
thing might be expected that energy and perseverance 
could accomplish. Immediately on assuming the com- 
mand, the colonel formed the resolution of charging the 
mutineers with tlie bayonet ; which he carried into exe- 
cution, and thus kept them in check till the arrival of the 
galloper-guns, when orders were given to blow open the 
gate, which being promptly done, the dragoons entered ; 
and a short but severe conflict ensued. The sepoys were 
encouraged by their officers to make a desperate stand ; 
but after losing about six hundred, who were cut in 
pieces on the spot, the remainder fled in all directions. 
A considerable number escaped through the sally-port ; 
but many hundreds were taken in hiding-places, and 
imprisoned. 

The standard of Tippoo had been hoisted on the 
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after the dreadiiil basiness commenced. 
;h left no doubt of it« having been projected with 
the knowledge of the princea. So well assured, indeed, 
was the lieutenant-colonel of this fact, that in the finl 
(ebullition of indignation, occasioned by the death of Lis 
friend, and the shocking spectacle which presented 
itself on all sides, he was on the point of yielding to 
the demands of the enraged soldiers, who were benl 
upon entering the palace ; hut the entreaties of some 
persons who hail the guardianship of the princes pre- 
vailed ; and though the colonel could not be persuaded 
of their innocence, he condescended to take them under 
liis protection, and soon afterwards sent them, with a 
guard, to Madras. 

Thus, it may be truly said, did the prompt and 
decisive spirit of one man put an end to this dajigerous 
confederacy : for if the fort had remained in the pos- 
session of the insurgents a few days longer, they 
were certain of being joined by 50,000 men from the 



THE DISLOCATED NECK. 



Shrews- il 



Mr. Jonathan Scott was once riding near Shrews- 
bury, his native place, when his horse fell under him, 
and tlie rider's neck was dislocated. A person of 
surgical skill coming by at the moment, and perceiving 
the accident, immediately replaced it ; a circumstance 
which he was accustomed to repeat with the greatest 
sense of gratitude to the God of his life. Tims, at the 
very moment when death appeared inevitable, help was 
provided by a gracious Providence, and a. valuable life 



was preser\-ed for the great work which was afterwards 
wrought in and accomplished by him. 



THE PIOUS DAUGHTER REWARDED. 

A WOMAN servant, who wbs past the prime of life, 
occupying an inferior station, but much respected for 
her well-known piety and integrity, had saved a littie 
■awmey fiom her wages, which, as her health was visibly 
on the decline, and there was reason to think she could 
not long support the fatigues of her situation, would 
probably be required for her own maintenance. Thus 
was she circumstanced, when tier aged parents, by una- 
voidable calamity, were reduced to extreme indigence ; 
while, at the same time, she had reason to fear that they 
were strangers to Uie consolations of religion. She 
obtained leave to visit them ; and, making the best use of 
the opportunity, not only shared her little all with them, 
but used her utmost endeavours to bring them acquainted 
with the saving and comforting truths of the Gospel. 
On being remonstrated with, by a professedly religiout 
acquaintance, for what she termed her improvidence, 
and being told that, in all probability, she would herself 
soon stand in need of all her little savings, she replied— 
that she could not think it her duty to see her aged 
parents pining in want, while she had more than was 
needful for her present use; and that she trusted God 
would find her some friend, if he saw fit to disable 
her for service. Such sentiments are surely deserving of 
permanent record,— worthy to be inscribed in perennial 
brass, and to be exhibited to the eyes of the latest 
posterity. The great filial law of nature, confiimed by 
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the law of God, influenced her conduct ; while &ith in 
the equity of Divine Providence supported her mind. 

According to her faith, so it proved to her. Slie 
continued to assist her parents till their death; soon 
after which, she was so entirely deprived of hodfly 
strength, as to be rendered altogether incapable of 
labour. Nothing better than a wcnidiouse was in 
prospect for her, when God, in a moat wondeifid 
manner, raised her up friends in a quaxter where she 
least expected them. For nine years she has now 
been comfortably supported in a way of which she 
could not previously have conceived : and Divine ]^n>* 
vidence has at length so ordered it, that her mainte- 
nance to the end of life is almost as much insured as any 
thing can be in this world of changes. 

So remarkably has God fulfilled, in the experience of 
this amiable Christian, the truth of his gracious word— 
" Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed." 
(Ps. xxxvii. 3.) 



MILK IN THE WOODS. 

He who heareth the young ravens when they cry, 
and who brought forth water for the travelling Israelites 
&om a rock of flint, often provides for his servants, under 
the most destitute circumstances, by a concurrence of 
events, which, though they may separately be accounted 
for on natural grounds, yet viewed in combination ex- 
hibit undeniably the superintending contrivance of a 
higher agency. During the Irish Rebellion, when Dr. 
Tate, his wife, and an infant, were passing, in their 
flight, through the woods, and appeared on the point of 



THE RECORD OF PROVIDENCE. 283 

perishing with want, the mother, as some would say acci- 
dentally, but as we boldly affirm providentially/, placed 
her hand upon a rock to rest her child, when she 
discovered a bottle of warm milk close by her, sufficient 
to sustain life till they could reach a place of safety. 
Here we remark, that aliment was needed — ^not aliment 
merely, but warm aliment for the in&nt, — ^not warm 
aliment at a distance, but at the precise spot where 
nature's powers were sinking in exhaustion. The 
quantity too, as well as the kind, and the time of its 
bestowment, was of importance. Had there been less, 
the pangs of hxmger might have yet prevailed ; had 
there been more, a weakened and sinking frame could 
not have encountered the difficulty and burden of its 
transportation. 
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PART IV. 

JUDGMENTS INFLICTED. 

Hark! His His thunder rolls along; 

His judgments rouse the slumbering song. 

And fill the poet*s lay : 
By these, as by His mercy, known — 
For both support his awful throne, 

His power and grace display. 



THE PERSECUTED AVENGED. 

Exod. xiv. 

Persecution cannot be defended on any known 
principles of equity, if it be exercised on account of 
private judgment in matters of a religious nature. 
Liberty of conscience is an inalienable right of man, for 
which he is answerable to no tribunal beneath that of 
his Maker. To attempt to restrain this liberty is to 
impeach the wisdom of the Deity who conferred the 
boon ; and its tendency must inevitably be, humanly 
speaking, to smother the genuine emotions of the soul, 
and establish dissimulation on the ruins of sincerity. 

The disapprobation of Jehovah has been often mani- 
fested towards persecutors, by inflicting upon them 
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signal judgments. The bloody decree of the king of 
Egypt, causing all the male children of the HebiewB 
to he put to death ; and his unjuat and cruel treatment 
of that persecuted people, were requited with the most 
severe penalties. The amazing and distressing plagues 
which befell that nation, afflicting both man and beast, 
afforded a striking evidence of a divine hand having 
inflicted them i and especially the requiring the lives of 
all the first-born of the land, from Pharaoh upon the 
throne, to the first-born of the captive that was in the 
dungeon. This last plague seemed an evident retri- 
bution for the Kves of the Hebrew children. And sub- 
sequently, the long series of sufferings to which the 
Israelites had been subjected, and the harassing pursuit 
by which their extermination was threatened, were tre- 
mendously visited upon the hosts of Egypt, and upon 
the prime mover himself, the haughty Pharaoh — when 
" the horse and the rider sank like lead in the mighty 
waters." Then did the Lord triumph gloriously, and 
break in pieces the oppressor. Almighty God ! who 
would not fear thy great and terrible majesty ! 



THE REBELS DESTROYED. 



The divine appointment of Moses to the important 
post he occupied among his brethren, appears clear 
beyond all possible doubt ; and that his brother, Aaron, 
was introduced into the high-priest's office by the same 
authority, seems equally certain ; and yet there were 
found among the tribes those who dared to dispute and 
deny the validity of these appointments. Jealous of 
the influence of Moses and Aaron, and ambirious of the 
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honour wherewith God had invested these his servacU, 
the miilcontents consuJtud to depose them, and to seize 
upon their office for themselves. The principal eon- 
Bpiraturs were Korah, Dathan, and Abirara, who, io 
concert with two hundred and fifty other chiefs, formed 
a cabal, excited a spirit of disaffection and disEeDBios 
throughout the camp, and at length openly upbraided 
the prophet and the priest of God with an undue u- 
sumption of power. Mobcb, with the meek integrity wliich 
!r distinguished him, appealed unto the Lord himself, 
I Bad referred the decision of the case to the judgmenl 
I of Omniscience. Nor was the appeal in vain. Korab, 
I Tilth his accomplices, api>eiired before God with their 
sers fidl of fire, to offer sacrifice, thus attempting lo 
thrust themselves into the priesthood, when a fire 6om 
heaven descended and slew the greater part of them, 
! soon after, the earth opened beneath the remainder, 
and swallowed up their tents and families, making a 
total destruction of nearly fifteen thousand souls. 



THE TROUBLER DETECTED. 

CovETOusNESB is Said by an inspired apostle to be 
idolatry; and perhaps it is the very worst species of 
idolatry, inasmuch as its root is in the heart, and not in 
the judgment ; so that all the information in the world 
would be inadequate to produce a saving conviction of 
the utter worth! essn ess of the objects it adores. The 
consequences of this sin, even when a single person 
alone has been culpable, have caused a whole nation 
to mourn. Such was the case in the instance of Achan, 



a soldier of the victorioua army which conquered Jericlio. 
After the capture of that important city, it was decreed 
by the divine command, that every thing it contained 
should be consigned to destruction, excepting the metal, 
■which was to be consecrated to the service of the sanc- 
tuary. Achan, however, had placed his affections on a 
Babylonish garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold : of these he contrived to possess him- 
self secretly, and he hid them in the midst of his tent. 
For this act of disobedience, the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel : and when their armies marched 
against Ai, they sustained a serious discomfiture. On 
this occasion, Joshua appears not to have been aware that 
the ain of eovetousness had made its way into the camp : 
but, under a blind apprehension that Israel were about to 
yield at length to the superior force of the Canaanites, 
he asked very wisely of the Lord wherefore the calamity 
had been inflicted ? To his importunate petition, accom- 
panied with the rending of hia apparel, and a humble 
prostration of soul and body before the ark, God 
replied ; and on the following morning, lots were cast 
in order to ascertain whose sin had been the cause of 
the defeat. The lot fell upon the tribe of Judah. 
Again, this tribe cast lota, and the family of the 
Zailiites was taken. In this family, the lot fell on the 
household of Zabdi ; and from his household, Achan 
WHS taken. Being thus detected, the culprit confessed 
his crime, and Joshua addressed him, saying, " Why 
hast thou troubled us? The Lord shall trouble thee 
thu day." The united camp then stoned the offender 
and his family with stones, and, after they were dead, 
their bodies were consumed by fire. " Be sure your 
flin will find you out." 



i 



THE Biooan OF ' W o» n> 8yct. 

kwl uur m .« iwM tMlulUlk *"-«•*•• • *^ 
THE REBEL SONS DEFEAT iHD ftEA^Ht 



D.wiD liad not loitg returned iFom tbe |>crila «f iht 

field of Liattlc, tmd peacuubly settled hioiceU' ia Jtb kJBf^ 
duin, fondly imagiaiiig, it i« probable, that hn thonW 
now enjoy peace and rest in his old ■ i>|^ «in 
a civil war of the must extensive and fearfiil jmi 
broke out. Abealoai, David'A third aon, f^med fcrhf 
miuil; beauty, had been iudulged to exjcess by hie ma- 
toad parent, aud duw sought to repay that iundnen bt 
depriving him of liis kingdom, and even of }iia life, 'ft 
accomplish his designs, he left Jerusalem uiider the ]n«- 
tcnce of fulfilling a vow he had made, accuinpuiitdib)' 
two hundred persons of rank from Iiis father's court, 
whom be had won over to his purpose. Ahithophel, 
David's principal Htatesman, appears to have been ripe 
for insurrection; for, upon being invited to join the 
conspirators, he complied without any recorded hesi- 
tation. The body of the people Buon followed this 
precedent ; and Absalom, confident of success, caused 
lumself to be proclaimed king through all Israel, Thv 
aged monarch, with a few tried followers, fled from the 
city ; and, after recovering from the surprise occawonol 
by such base and unexpected conduct) be.raUi«d his 
soldiers, collected an iirmy, and prepared for battle. 
Meanwhile Absalom and his troops canje forward gainst 
the king's forces, resolved to hazard the encounter. 
Prior to the engagement, David issued special orders to. 
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his soldiers, to spare the life of his son : for he stil] felt 
a fatherly affection towards him, though a, traitor. A 
battle was soon fought, in the wood of Ephraim, in 
which the forces of Absalom were routed, with the loss 
of twenty thousand men. Hereupon Absalom was 
obliged to flee for safety to an adjacent thicket, but, 
having lost his helmet, his long and flowing treases 
became entangled in the thick boughs of a spreading 
oak. His mule still running forward, left him thus 
suspended ; in which position he was painted out to 
Joab, one of David's generals, who, contrary to the 
orders he had received to spare his life, thrust three 
darts through his heart, and caused his body to be 
thrown into a pit, and covered with stones. Thus, 
notwithstanding the desire and public command of 
David, the purpose of God was accomplished in the 
destruction of the rebellious son. " He that curseth 
father or mother, let him die the death." 



THE PERJURED PAIR. 



When Christianity was first established in Jerusa- 
lem, the members of the Church appear to have had 
a joint stock, or common fund, in which they deposited 
all their property for the general good. This was a 
voluntan- and pious act on the part of the wealthy, to 
aave their poorer brethren from want. Among thoKe 
who first professed the faith of Jesus in Jerusalem, were 
Ananias, and Sapphira, bis wife. These persons, in 
conformity with the custom which had been introduced. 
sold an estate wliieh they possessed, and pretending to 
give up the whole of its price to the Church, kept back 



a pftrt of it for their own 'frimte me^ TbmimAti 
dissiintilation was detected bj SLPeter, wko duaf^ 
Ananias witii it. He, howefver, denied tlie aomuatkn, 
and thus added lying to hypocrisy. The dreadftd im^ 
geance of Heaven, against whom tibia sin had heen oosh 
mitted, was instantly inflicted: Ananias was atmok 
dead at the apostle's feet, and was Ibrtbwith canted nut 
and horied. 

About three hours afterwaids, Soppliira^ ignorantirf 
what had happened, came into liie wetf place wtMieier 
husband had been punished. She was iinmediafefllj 
interrogated by Peter as to tlie price of the isod, 
when she had the audseity to repeat ibe lie whieh^id 
previously been aimrted by her 'husband. IndigMat 
at such concerted duplidty, ^e a^MMsfle reprovwi her 
sharply, infbrmed her of her husband's fi&te, and Ibie- 
warned her of the judgment aboift to idl upon lier tm 
head. He had scarcely eondudi^ his' ntaMMbn, 
before she fell down a ghastly corpse in the -xaidsb' of the 
assembly; and she was carried out and buried- by the 
side of her husband. ^ •:■ 

Truly, said the wise man, " A lying tongue >is an 
abomination to the Lord." 



■i I 



ARROaANCE SMXT^BN. 

Acts xii 

Herod Agrippa was the son of Aristobulus, and 
grandson of Herod the Grreat, the monarch who com- 
manded the slaughter of the innocents at Bethlehem. 
Like his ancestors, he was bioodtbirstyand erueL He 
was raised to the deputy-kingi^p ovor all Judea; and 
Chalcis, by the Emperor Claudins;. ^and dwang his 



administration directed a terrible persecution against the 
Christiana ; causing James to be put to death, and appre- 
hending Peter also, with the like intent, but his design 
was firustrated by the providence of God. Having paid 
a visit to CiEsarea, to celebrate some games in honour 
of the emperor, the people of Tyre and Sidon, who 
had incurred his displeasure, took tha opportunity of 
attempting to propitiate him. Having secured the 
friendship of Blastus, the king's cliambcrlain or steward, 
they Beat a deputation to the monarch, humbly craving 
peace. In order to receive the embassy with becoming 
pomp, he arrayed himself in a spleikdid robe, gorgeously 
tissued with silver, upon which the rays of an almost 
vortical aun descended in glittering magnificence, ao as 
to form a most imposing spectacle, dazzling by its lustre 
the surrounding spectators. In consequence of Q\iB 
Bplendour, some of his parasites, in order to flatter and 
gratify their ambitious master, cried out, as he addressed 
the Phainician deputies, — " It is the voice of a God, and 
not of a man." This impious flattery was received with 
evident satisfaction by the proud and presumptuous 
■ nvonnreh. But that God who is a "jealous God" 
soon vindicated his insulted honour : an angel smote 
this deified mortal with an incurable disease in liis 
bowels, so that he was eaten of vermin, and died 
miserable to himself and offensive to those who 
about him. " Pride goeth before destruction." 



JUDGMENT IN KIND. 



•-'il It is recorded, that Sidorae, who requested ftxim 
I'lifinod the head of John the fif^tiat, was 

eiilB^abeet of ice, when it gave way, she fell through the 






a part of it for thdr own 'frimte ute^ Ttnmtk 
disamitilation was detected hy St Peter., wko bhafod 
Ananias witii it. He, however, denied tiie acmustka, 
and thus added lying to bypoesiay. The dreadftd >»• 
geance of Heaven, againBt whom thia ainhad heentiDB- 
mitted, was instandy inflicted: Anaaiaa was atnek 
dead at the apostle's feet, and waslbrtfawith canMnut 
and boried. 

About three hours afterwaids, Sapphira^ ignonoitrirf 
what had happened, came into liie very place wiMiete 
husband had been puaished. She was iinmedirtifty 
interrogated by Peter as to the price of the hnd, 
when she had the audseity to repeat -tiie UewhiehM 
previously been aiMrted by her husband. IndigBBit 
at such concerted duplicity, "^tie a^Mstle leprovvd kr 
sharply, informed her of her husband's fiUe, • and toe- 
warned her of the juc^ent alxxft to ML upon hter^m 
head. He had scarcely oondudefd his maledklM, 
before she fell down a ghastly corpse in the nidsti of tiie 
assembly; and she was carried out and buried by the 
side of her husband. ^ •> ■ 

Truly, said the wise man, " A lying tongue 'is an 
abomination to the Lord." 



•i . 



ARROaANCE SMXTl^BN. 

Acts xii. . . 

Herod Agrippa was the son of Aristobulus, and 
grandson of Herod the Ghreat, the monarch who com- 
manded the slaughter of the innocents at Bethlehem. 
Like his ancestors, he was bloodthirsty and eruoL He 
was raised to the deputy^kingwhip over all Jodea and 
Chalcis, by the Emperor Claudius; ^and duzu^ his 



administration directed a terrible persecution against the 
-GliristiaDfi ; causing Jsmea to be put to dealJi, and appre- 
beading Peter also, with the like intent, but his design 
was filistrated by the providence of God. Having paid 
a visit to Csesarea, to celebrate some games in honour 
of tie emperor, the people of Tyre and Sidoii, who 
had incurred his displeasure, took tlie opportunity of 
attempting to propitiate him. Having secured the 
iriendship of lilastus, the king's chamberlain or steward, 
they sent a deputation to the monarch, humbly craving 
peace. In order to receive the embassy with becoming 
pomp, he arrayed himself in a splendid robe, gorgeously 
tissued with silver, upon which the rays of ui almost 
vertical sun descended in glittering magnificence, so as 
to form a most imposing spectacle, dazzling by its lustre 
the surrounding spectators. In consequence of tiiis 
splendour, some of his parasites, in order to flatter and 
gratify their anibitious master, cried out, as he addressed 
the Phoenician deputies, — " It is the voice of a God, and 
not of a man." This impioua flattery was received with 
evident satisfaction by the proud and presumptuous 
monarch. But that God who is a "jealous God" 
soon vindicated his insulted honour : an angel smote 
this deified mortal with an incurable disease in his 
bowels, so tliat he was eaten of vermin, and died 
miserable to himself and offensive to those who were 
about hhn, " Pride goeth before destruction." 

JUDGMENT IN KIND. 

It is recorded, that Salome, who requested from 
Herod the head of John the Bajitist, was passing over 
a sheet of ice, when it gave way, she fell through the 
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aperture, and the sharp edg^^ 9^ ,:|;l^e qn^ling. cqi[i,cq3Eftipn 
severed her head icoufy ^^er .liod^'. ,.,(^^.,Jj|jitf;v^^..^r 
ail account of her crimes.) 1 ... 1 . .> 

' ' ' '. . Ul\- ill Ml 

AN ALARMING MESSAGE. 

• ■.if'.. »i --'v: J. ton 

While the pious Mr. Flemingi-.c^ Amni^i^AnSf J^ 
preaching one Lord's day to kia ccoigifogi^tioiQ, .%k 
young gentlemen were ohserved among. Ahe midienee^ 
whose behaviour during divine seryip^ W3|8.'99(.^f^ 
indecorous and infamoust that it noj^ ovly.^tf^rjf^t^,^ 
attention of the people^ but also excited tbej.aptibQS, (^, 
the mimster, who» alter a little whilfj^.torpkr.jtiJtic; Jj];»eT;(x 
to reprove them in public^, desiring at JLe^ a d^^en^, 
demeanour under the aacr^.roof.,, <(71ii^,gepLtje,fHif;y(^ 
nition seemed rather to increase than abate theipi^.fi^^^, 
haviour; in proof of which, thpy WPst,.443^;i^^i.,9(^<{|ed 
still greater contempt to the preaching of .th^ word, by 
peeling oranges, cracking nuts, distorting. their iac^^ at 
the minister, and other indecencies. .. ^ . 

The serious preacher was compelled a s^oii4 tipie,.to 
admonish them; at which, thi^y fippe$u:ad.,.^^'Y^9f|g, 
enraged, than before, per^sti^ J^ th^i^^ ,up]^9;[ff!d 
conduct^ and m,ani£e^tly beqogming, ]^9r^j.j9^99^,.^4 
incosrigiWe, . . , .. .,„.... :,., .......■' ,,„!„..,► ..^:„ 

The worthy minister seemed so impressed an4i^9i^;i^, 
at their hardened behaviour, tha^ ipj*th^,.|i3;4^fof,(jlJie 
discourse, h^ made a sol,Q^^^,psAls^» W^^i^ir^'v^^fTPSJlj 
too-r-" prophetic of their. end»V . . He.turn^ .^n^i'^^k^ 
them lull ii^ the face for some tinne,. ^W^^^JfU'/^^j 
rnvfadhinternjal agitation. At>ngthihe )a4dD^€^ ith^lP^ 
i^ the,follo\rifig lyrx^yds, an4 ijp^.,a most.iu3;ypi:^?pi,Y«ilwaTf 
^^ ^n4^t9n^>r-« My.ypjing.^nriWj I a^ ^<iw^ftP.)^ 



the bea.reT of such a'dreadflil, alarming message to you, 
ind I liavB begged the Lord to excuse me from it, but 
he will not : therefore, I must not shrink from the 
painjiil duty of dedariiig the awful and eonfinned im- 
pression on my mind. I now tell you, that you have 
not a week longer t« live in this world !" 

■ Thiti dreadful sentence, proceeding from a man, some- 
what excited the doubtful apprehensions of the congre- 
gation, who thought it was an ebullition of precipitancy 
»nd rashness ; and some of his intimate friends were of 
o)>inion that religion would suffer scoff and reproach for 
iti especially if the prediction should not be verified. 
The minister added, " Let the event prove the tnith of 
it : for I am persuaded I was moved by the Spirit of 
Ooj'to say and afiirm what I did as prophetic of 
theb end," 

Monday passed, and nothing occurred ; but, on Tues- 
day, one of the young men went ou board a vessel to 
prosecute an intended voyage, which was fixed previous 
to this aflair ; and, in consequence of a violent storm 
that arose, the ship was driven on shore, and this 
unh^py youth was laimched into eternity. 

Oil Wednesday, another of the young men was con- 
cerned in a quarrel with some person, the issue of which 
was fighting a duel, with swords, wherein this unhappy 
victim fell 

On Thursday, the only surviving one ■was suddenly 
taken ill, at which he began to be terrified, as two of 
his sinful companions were already cut off. He then 
was desirous to send for the same minister whom he had 
ridiculed thri preceding Sabbath. When the minister 
arrived at his house, he asked the young man what he 
wauled him for. The youth begged he would pray for 



■ • 1 il I • ■ I ; 

294 THE RECORD OF PROVIDEKCE. 

f _ , 

^ I ■ ' i • ' ■ .■* 

hun; when the minister requested , to know wWt lie 
would wish him to pray for. The supplicant replied, 
" For my life." — " That is not in my power to do," 
rejoined the minister ; " for I am sure you will die.' — 
" Then," said the youth, " heg, or pray, for the life of 
my soul, if you please." The good man so £ur con- 
sented as to kneel down hy the bedside, in w^qh pos- 
ture he remained lor a considecsble time; but at leng^ 
he arose, without having uttered a word* , He then 
addressed the young man, saying that he fbund his lips 
so dosed, that he could not utter a syllable on his behalf. 
He accordingly took his leave: and soon aftarwasic^Pr 
this last remaining of the three scofi&rs died . in hpr- 
lor and despair, accomplishing the prctdiction . of the 
minister, and confinning that declaration of ,HoIy Writ, 
" He that, beiog often reproved, haidenetlji, his ined^ } 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that widbp^t remedy*" 



C0N8CIENCB* 

I. 



After the horrible day of St. Bartholomew^ when so 
many thousands of protestants were most ivhiunanly 
massacred in France by the papists, Charles XiSl. whose 
treachery occasioned this catastrophe, appqared . quite 
changed, and his compunction, or racier horrorj of 
mind, was very evident. In his last illness, he said 
to his physician, '* Ambrose, I know not what has 
pasaessed me: my mind and body are strangejy.dis- 
ordeied. Whether I sleep, or whether I wake, the 
massacred bodies seem to present themselves l>efi3re 
me, with hideous faces, and covered with blood. I 
wish the weak and the innocent had been spared." 



THE XBCDKn or PKOTIDElfCS. 

This monarch died !ti Iiis twenty-fifth year, of amalady 
in yhich his hlood gushed out of all the pores of his 
body. ^ ""Biootfy ani deceitfiil men do not live out half 

lieir ^^a^s'.J' ' ''' "''', "" ' 

tc ihl ..ill ,„■; ,.-. :, , , ,.~ 

-U'lj 1/;") '<k THE. 6UDDEN ARREST. 

"""A'^HiScHt -(rho, for many years, had resided at 
WmdaoT, in Nei^ South Wales, was known to be 
greatly addicted to the prcTailing sin of an immoderate 
use of liquors. During twelve or fourteen days previous 
to hjs death, he had been incessantly drunk. On the 
Sabbath morning, the day before his unhappy end, the 
magistrate, peieeiving him rolling abont the street in a 
State of intoxication, ordered him, for a puniahment, 
ib be placed in the stocks, and from thence to be taken 
to the gaol. Being released on the following day, he 
appeared inclined to boast that he- knew nothing of what 
had transpired on the previous day; and immediately 
yielding to the depraved propensity of his mind, he 
again drauk to great excess. Entering the house of 
a well-disposed person, he was reproved for his conduct, 
and told of the danger to which hia glaring aina exposed 
him. But, making light of reproof, he said, that what- 
ever others might think, it was not his opinion that 
dnrnkards would go (o hell; and that since he had 
begun the week with " fuddlintj," as he expressed it, 
Tie would not be hindered from it by any «ne till the 
close of the week, since it waa not his custom to leave 
off drinking in the middle of that period. About an 
hour after this, he called at another house: and tlie 
lamily being about to take dinner, he was invited to 
joii^ with them, to wluch he appeared inclhied. 

.,Vniii;> iii;_J hi,f! jii-j>„jji; .„u i,j^ JtiH r)ilj I 



I 
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door;** the mettetig^r of death ^ahfved 

and instantly expired. ,," ,V "* 

• . 1,.;, i ; !• .rn-..jt,-. :).;»,.! 

AN AGED Simifett.-'--"'' ^•*-'*''^*' 

An old man, who lived at Castlezjea^^h^ an }(J9|ifiti)4 
ncglecter of public worshipi and a notoiioua 4rf9n)pM|4p» 
being at a person's house where he hat/SL b^ei^ ^,]f|^{iift;t. 
for many months, he joined witli them ^t aa^SLjiffii^iiiff 
in the morning: soon after which,^he t<^^d..{^e.of;f^ 
servants, that he would go to the houses., pf^^ Q^^iltfW-! 
person in tihe neighbourhood, to procure, |^1pe^;rf^]^^b^, 
was promised him the day before. ^ He ^iipie^i^te||^ 
repaired to the place, and, in tlie cours^^ qf^^ti^ ^j^, 
drank himself into a state of mtopficat^>i^. . J^j^^^tlu^, 
afternoon, he observed to a litde gW, ;" jt.,y^ .W^Jv: 
sixty-six years old: can you tefl me ho^ m[f|(T,iiQ[Oiif ^ 
I have lived?*' Having made the caIcu|i^on^ ^e liqld .. 
him. He then said, " 1*11 give any one 4 bottlj^ q^ tvffffi,. 
to tell me how many hours more I have to liye." ^Tfcf?.;. 
girl, with apparently equal presumption and un^iice^, 
but as though inspired to ** answer a fool according to . 
his folly," replied, "You have now three hpurs. more . 
to live." Soon after this, he shewed a disposition for 
sleep, and was laid on a bed: a few hours afterwards* 
some one going to rouse him, he was found a breathless 
corpse. 



DESPAIR. 



I I 

That the wicked shall not live out half their days, is 
sometimes awftdly realized in the premature deaths of 



THE RECORD OF PSOVIDENCE. 297 

smn^: thiis giving a pi;oof of God's disapprobation of 
transgression. , , . 

The Rev. Mr. Reid thus writes from Van Diemeu's 
Land, concerning s young man, aged twenty -seven. 

" He Lad indulged freely in all the fashionable gaieties 
of the wo Id and f ever a senoua or useful tl o ght 
Jbttbded on h s diao d red fai cv I was med ately 
sdflefl bv sot) e die debau he In th s n ad ire r 

he quaffed away 1 fe o the dreg and befor h arr 1 
a^ the meridian of n^anhood t e as e gi g fast to t] e 
bnnk ot etemit A bacchinahan surieit n 1 st nt 
cfnflitry brought on a fe e wl h threatened a bp dj 
dissolution of Tfe and n tlus state I saw hun Ipr the 
fittt time for so ^1 yea s and 1 am certain I shall 
neVer for^el the painful f eh ig I endured thro ghout 
this mela cholj ten ew It a absolutely n poas ble 
to give even a fain dea of the horror the agonj the 
heart rendu^ ferr thit harrowed up 1 a sou] whe 
eTCr the thonglit of death flasl ed a ross h s m nd H 
T^ ved n e witl f enz ed ird u" n wh I h pe a 1 
feir we e strongl dep ed Alas he ex 1. d 

yoti ha e come too la e for I am 1 st — e erj w y 
lost T mmedi tclv pereevel hat If was ebb ng 
fast and be ng convin ed that noth ng si rt oi U i 

nterpos t on could etard h a f e 1 end a oure I to 
cOnftOte bun b} drawing his attention tr tJ e merq s 
of Gsd and the sav ng med at n of a grac oum Re. 
deemer to whi h he replied w th aspen j and ole c 

If vou ha e any friendBh p left f r a degrale 1 e!t 
polluted wretch tortu e not hia last moments My 1 f 
has been spent ui in quitv fool shly Bpenl, bocnuce- it 
never y elded one hour of solid liapptoess X hav« 
lived without uunluiig of Go / and why should he n w 
o3 



TH^meOKB » miOVIDEHCE. 



:, tmlem it be to judo's me— to d 



■tl 
, God, I shall go diBtractiid 1 ' A lainting-fit bHhp- 
Ued, and fbrtunatfly broke this moumfitl chain of 
Wection: but, alas! Bcnsibilily too soon returned; 
*ith it, fresh trains of gloomy despondency. He 
ated wildly, and roared out, ' I have broken from iota, 
■♦tit he is coming again: there — there — deatit! — O, tare 
After nearly an ttoiir passed in tlUK 
dreadftil state, he agiun became incapable of reflecting; 
but every moment added to his dejection. ' I have 
been so bad,' be excliumed, 'that God can never forgiro 
me. I have blasphemed and diBhononred hi« holy name 
an hundred times, when my heart inwardly smote me, 
I have ridiculed and denied his existence, that my 
companions in error might think well of me: but I 
never was sincere in my wickedness.' His mind be- 
came so agitated, that all reasoning was lost: he was 
unable to repent; and the thought of death rent his 
very soul. In this perturbed state, he Imigai^ed for 
about four hours from the time of my first Aeeing him; 
till, at length, overwhelmed by deapm-, a pcmixyBm 
of fever closed the tragic scene. The last words be 
uttered, that T could distinctly hear, were — ' God will 
not, cannot forpve!' The remainder was lost in a 



^Ving God." 



I thing to fall into the hands 



■ AND PRO FAN EN ESS. 



i 



L WOMAN, an inhabitant of Sydney, in New South 
Ffeles, was accused of stealing a sum of money, and 
3 tried for the oileuce at the criminal court, where 



she declared, in the most soleiuQ manner, tjiati, i^ she 
had taken the money, she wished her right arm might rot 
off her body. la a. very ahorC thna aftorwards, witliout 
any visible cuuse, she waa seized in the right arm with 
M violent swelling, which produced a rapid morti£ cation. 
Siugical aid being called in, it was found necessary to 
HmpiAate the diseased member; but the operation was 
useless: the mortification had reached the shoulder; 
whence it extended, with amazing rapidity, all over 
the body: and this miserable woman soon expired in 
the most excruciating pain, and with the most dreadiul 
remorse and horror of min4 — her own in^ioua wigh 
being answered. 



A PERSECUTOR DROWNED. 

Charles Gibbons, a notorious swearer, drunkard, 
and persecutor, being at Lutterworth, where, during 
the day, he had been uttering the most aw&l impre- 
cations, against several dissenters, was determined at 
night, although advised to the contrary, (it being very 
late, and he being in a state of intoxication,) to return 
home to Kingcott, a distance of about two miles. He 
had not proceeded more than hall' a mile on his way, 
when be fell into a ditch through which a littlo water 
ran, and, falling asleep, as it is sujiposed, his body 
formed a dam for the little stream. In tliis plat'e, 
he was found dead the following morning by a milk -girl, 
in a most singular position: for all his body was above 
water, excepting bis neck uid face ; nor was thu water, 
although thus stopped in its. course, aulEciaat ta cover 
the whole of liis face. ■„ rti'Mt. wli tul L^.u «i.A 
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A DISTURBER. OF WORSHIP PUNISHED. 
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ijtwitly in Ae habit of annoyipg 4m4 .#Na^lM^%^c9^ 
grcgatiQB wko met to wcprship God, J?9^/t4^i c^^pel,^ 
the. Tillage in which lie liiwd* W^fjt^ oMpi^ti^thiy 
b^ktred to religion, a»d ia tbeibeis^t of 9>afE9««Q^tiaAi M 
fell. beneath the wheeU of the wnggon rbOa1>Ka9t di^iyiiig, 
wl^ch .oGcasioned a rapid mertifiqi^tiv^pi ; y andf he 4j#^ j» 
a few days, in the utmost agony*. • 
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INNOCENCE PROTESTED. 

Ferdinand IV. king of Castile and Leon, ordered 
two persons of the name of Carvajal, for the supposed 
murder of Juan Alonso Benavides, to t>e thrown £rom 
the fuiomit of a xoffk, without .evfu tb^v£^rpEy,oC ft. trial, 
though they assured hini« in the; most .pfttbe^c mfimu^ 
of their innocence, and even offered, to. ^^e ^,i|K9ist 
irrefragable proofs of it. Wheoi the •savage. fsi€iM;f;9ff^ 
^ras about to be executed, , the sufferers, <3ons^i:^j,pf 
their innocence, summoned .Feidinaud tOrWiiswi^.fof, }^ 
ijojustice, within thirty days,^ at. V: ;th^. tribuna], of Opd." 
Xhia appeal had.&uch;an effi^^t upon the king, that he 
sickened and died on the last day of thatjperiod^ 



THE MERCILESS EMPEROR PUNISHED. 

Nadir Shah assumed the title of Emperor, of the 
Indies, but disgraced himself by ordering a massacre 
of the inhabitants of the city of Delhi, in revenge for 
an insult o£fered to some of the .troops. The project 



waa discovered, and the proscribed party aasembled, 
with a view of taking revenge. They were surrounded 
by a powerfiil army, wliich was devoted to the Shah ; 
but deapan* made them desperate ; five of them rushed 
Jrtto the pavilion ; and the emperor waa instantly 
known by the glitter of the ornaments with which 
he wa§ covered. In defending himself, he slew two 
of the asaailants, when a third gave him a mortal 
wound. He exclaimed, " Spare me, and I will pardon 
all." " No," replied the fourth, "thou hast never shewn 
mercy to any ; and we will shew thee none." They 
then dispatched him, and severed his head from his 
body. 



PASSION ITS OWN PUNI9UMENT. 

JoHff ARDESOtp, Esq. was a young man of large 
fortune, and passionately fond of cock-fighting. He 
had one favourite bird, by which he had won many 
profitable matches. The last bet he laid upon this 
cock, he lost; which so enraged him, that he had the 
poor bird tied to a spit, and roasted alive. The cries 
(rf the suffering animal were so affecting, that some 
gentlemeo who were present attempted to interfere, 
which so enraged Mr. Ardesoif, that he seized a poker, 
and declared, with the most ftirious vehemence, that he 
would kill the first man who interposed. But in the 
midst of his passionate asseverations, he fell dead upon 
thtgpoti 
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THE DRUNKARDS. ^I^D^ 

An inhabitant of the county of York. ^engaged lo 
drink sixteen glasses of spirits, or of brandy -and- water, 
at one sitting, in consideration that his friend would pay 
for them. After drinking nine or t^ he was aaked if 
he thought he could get throng ihe -whoiit^ whca he 
wickedly replied, that he wotild^ or he would ^ItAcft 
These words were scarcely utter6d# befixre ike mocasngft 
of judgment closed his mortal eyea in ueYvr-endiBg 
sleep. 



/' 



A FURIOUS DRIVER. 

An inhabitant of Philipstown, in Ametica, being nnieh 
intoxicated, started in a waggon from Cold -iSpniig 
Landing, with two other persons, determinedy aa he saoA, 
to drive by every thing he saw» His eompaniona, ap- 
prehensive of danger, cautioned him against driting! sa 
furiously. He replied, *^ I can steer them thnmghJbeiLr 
This expression had scarcely escaped fak Hpa, bcfonsiiie 
of the wheels came in contact with a atone, the onunhgt 
was overthrown, and the unhappy man idling with grett 
violence cm a sharp pebble^ which entand his kead, 
was 'instantly deprived of life. 






THE OATH. 



A 6T0NZMAS0N, at Bromyard, whose "name wM 
Philpot, was spending his evening at a public-house^ 
where he played at cards with some other perscma. 
While here, he was heard to exclaim, *' God damn my 
soul to hell-flames 1 " Soon after, he went home ; but 




n» nBcenn 6t rumto&nae. 



while ascending the stairs to go to bed, he was stricken 
by the power he had rashly invoked, and fell down a 
lifeless corpse. 

THE DESTROYER OF BIBLES PUNISHED. 

That desperate and cmel tyrant. An tiochusEpiphanes, 
not merely ruined the Jewish nation as a distinct coTo- 
monwealth, but ridiciUed and insulted the sacred otdi- 
nanees of Jehovah himself. Profaning the temple in 
the moat daring manner, he set up the image of Jupiter 
within the precincts of the holy building, and, causing 
a swine to be boiled, directed that the broth should be 
sprinkled over the Holy of Holies itself. The wicked- 
ness of this daring persecutor, however, was most 
striking in the malicious edicts which he published 
agjDDst the sacred books of the Old Testament. He 
searched out all the Hebrew copies he was able, and 
burned them : and he issued proclamations throughout 
Judea, that every Jew who possessed a copy of the | 

I^ble should deliver it up to be destroyed, on pain of 
death in case of lefiisal. But, blessed be God ! though 
there have been cowards and traitors to the holy cause 
in aU ages, who have feared man's anger more than the 
math of God, yet there have been, at the same time, 
brave and resolute servants of Christ, who have valued 
their Bibles above their blood. Such heroes existed in 
the days of Antjochus ; men who dared to preserve their 
Bibles at the hazard of their lives, not fearing the ven- 
geance of the cruel tyrant. It is remarkable tliat God's 
justice descended on this desperate persecutor in a 
peculiar manner : worms bred in his bowels ; and there 
iMKed from his putrid body so intolerable a stench, that 



that , 



i6i THB ftSCOED OF PIOVIDSVCeV 

Ids physicians cotdd not endure ttie'itk>m.^ , Tlius hetl 
took possession of the ffuilty soul, even' before it .was 
detached from the body. A fearful monument is this, 
of God's dreadful indignation against those who dare to 
despise and trample upon his holy comiiqiaiidihents. 
How forcibly does this narrative 'remiud us .of the 
peculiar curse imprecated upon such ckaroctears in'.tlie 
109th Psalm! — "As he loved cursing, so, let it coiiie" 
unto him : as he delighted not in blessiiig/ so lA. it te^ 
far from him : as he clothed himself virfth' cursmcr lue 
as with his garment, so let it comeinto ms ooweisli^e 
Mrater, and like oil into his bones." 






THE PROFANE WOl^bSRi ' '''" •'»''•- 

A SHOEMAKER bccamc acquainted with another tradesi: 

man, named H , in company with whQ;m he o^ten 

indulged in ribaldry and foolish jesting. H — r— being . 
taken ill, his profligate companion paid him a visit, and 
(** the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel") saluted 
him with an oath, and the exdametion^ '1*i)\ wohder 
which of us will die and go to the devil first! If it 
should be I, I shall not rest contented in helL before . 
you come and keep me company!" Awful tp i;e]at^|... 
the shoemaker returned home, and, after venr few days, . 
was summoned to the dread tribiinid. H . - .,in less 
than a week afterwards, followed hjs fello.w-smner to the . 

:■•.•' 1 r.V:- j<''-.r' ■■■ii.iT •V-ii;'.!. 

eternal world. ._:; .^ . . 



THE PLAGUE OF RATS. 



.*« 



. I. -•' 



Hatto II., duke of Francohia, surnamed Bpnosiis^ 
abb(ft 6f T^idderi, and archbiishbp of Mentz, in"wh6'se ' 



TBB XSCOSD OF PROVISENQ^E^.. SOL 

tuae was a grievous fainine, caused a great muldtode ^, 
tie poor to be placed id a large biinjj under the pretence 
tarelicviiig them, and then causing the bam to be set 
oil' fire, consumed them to ashes, exclaiming, "These 
are ibe unprofitable rats that devour the fruits of the 
earth, and do nothing for them," In a short time after- 
wards, it was observed that the rats assembled in great 
ntubberB, in a most unaccountable manner, and beset 
thiB truly unchristian archbishop so incessantly, that he 
coiild have no pleasure in his life. At length, aAer 
tiyiiig various expedients without success, he retired to _ 
a tower standing in the middle of the Rhine, near a little 
city called Bengar : but hither the rats swam after him, 
ascended the walls, fell upon him, and did not remit 
their efforts till they had executed the divine vengeance 
upon hira, by tearing him to pieces bo that he died. The 
tower is said to be still remaining ; and, in relation to 
this'awjul catastrophe, it is called Moust-Hum, or the 
Rat's dastle. "^ 



TUB TREACHEROUS HOST AND »OSTESSL > 

AtAHT years since, a seafaring man called aC a villan 
inn, on the coast of Normandy, and asked for supper 
and a bed. The landlord and landlady were elderly 
people, and apparently poor. He entered into conver- 
sation with them, invited them to partalte of his cheer, 
aslced many questions about themselves and their family, 
and particularly respecting a son who had gone to sea 
when a boy, and whom they had long givei 
dead. The landlady shewed him to his bed-r 
when she quitted him, he put a purse of gold into her 
hand, and desired her to take care of it tiU the morning ; 
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pressed her afiecCionatdy by the hmd| wd, hadfi. h^ 
goodnight. 

She leturned to her hosbandy riiewedhim ihe accnzaed 
gold, and they reeolved to seoura it fiyr themselvea by 
murdering the traveller in his alaep : thia the j accom- 
plished accordingly, and buried the body* 

Early in the momiiig came two or thiee rRlationg, 
and enquired in an exulting aaad joyful tone for the 
traveller who had arriTed (m the psevioua eyenipg. The 
old people seemed greatly con&aed,. 4^id 9aid he had 
risen Teiy early, and was gone away. ** Impossihle!" 
said the incredulous relatives; ^^ it is your mn los, 
who has lately returned to fVance, and la come to make 
happy the evening of your days ; and he resolved to 
lodge with you one night aa a.stranger^ that-he.mi^t 
see you unknown, and judge of your conduct towiqii^ 
way&ring mariners.*' 

Language cannot describe the honor of tbe, murdffliB, 
when they found that they had dyed their bands m the 
blood of their long-lost child. They confessed tbeb 
crime ; the body was found ; and the wretched, miir- 
derers expiated their offence by being broken on |he 
wheel. 



AN IMPIOUS WISH REALIZED. 

A SEAMAN on board His Majesty's ship Rivoli, 
appeared to feel the greatest aversion to the naval 
service, and was most anxiously loqking, forward. to the 
period when the ship should be paid off; thinking, like 
a thousand others, who have perhaps been equally dis- 
appointed, that he could easily provide fqi )iimself on 
shore. His shipmates laughed at his constant railiuga 



against his profession, and joking'ly used to aay, "We 
shall see you on board a man-of-war again one day or 
Other yet ;" to which he uatioliy replied with an oath, 
that he only hoped, if ever he went on board a man-of- 
war again, for the purpose of entering, God Alraighfy 
would instantly strike him dead ! 

The Rivoli was at last paid off at Portsmouth, on her 
return from the Mediterranean ; and, it is to be supposed, 
all the schemes vanisbcd which this unhappy man had 
formed. Nothing was now left to him, hut again to 
embrace his old profession ; for which purpose, he went 
on board His Majesty's ship Vengeur, Captain Alex- 
ander, at Portsmouth. Lieutenant Blalce, the senior 
lieutenant of the Vengeur, as well as many of the seamen 
on board this ship, formerly served in the Rivoli. The 
Sailors were of course much surprised at seeing their old 
shipmate come on board us a volunteer. Lieutenanti 
Blake glanced over his certificate?, and, as is usual, 
ordered one of the medical officers to examine liim, 
ptevious to his being placed on the books ; but when in 
the act of turning himself to go below for that purpose, 
dreadful to relate I he fell down lifeless on the quarter- 
deck. " Verily there is a God that judgeth in the esrUi." 



■■■if THE DEATH OF ALTAMONT. 

Thk awfiil end' of this young nobleman, as given by 
Dr. Yoimg, is well Iciiown ; and yet, its peculiarly awiul 
character, as displaying a fearful instance of divine dis- 
pleasure, renders it so well adapted for this part of the 
presentwork, that it is here given, as found in"Seymour's 
Vilai Christianity:" — ...-i ■j'-jn.i.n <iii •jh.h.. 
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How truly awful and mehOMilxoljr'i^^e ^tete 'o!r dute 
who depart tliis life destitute ofiht &}di'aiid'bi&pe'6f tSfef 
Goepel ! and how dreadftil to wilni^ the "Utst tili^eiit! 
of €uch at arelookingfor consolation to d:eattd^-coii[ffGr^^ 
to soothe t&e agonkti of expiring' tiMiire, inst^Hd bf lie 
atoning wotk of the Saviour-Mh^ (yrily reniedy'agan^' 
the fear of death, and its tren^endotilr conk^^^iiie'sV ' " 

'<The sad evening hefbi« the' de^li^'b^' tii(i'''xi6i)l^ 
Altomont,'' says Dr. Yonng, ** I was iilnffh'fihri:' ITd 6Yl^ 
was there -hut his physician^ and' dn'hitltiifltte '&iM' 
whom he loved, and whom he httd-rede?ved''&to lift' 
i^Murtment At my coming in, he-#iSd;^Yt/e^ i^fl M 
physteiflcn are eome too late — I haV^ nefth^liftlfi^' 
hope: yov hoth aim at mirac^ff^ydtt' W6illd;¥ais6r^fflli^ 
dead ! '— ^ God is mehaM/ replied'l>i»: Yotn^:— ^'04-T 
could not have been thus guilty P b^clai)h^'Jyt!^diatr- 
' What has he not done to bless and save me!' — 'The 
blessed Redeemer!' said Dr. Young. — 'Hrtld; h6ld!* 
cried the dying Altamont: *you wound hie. This 
is the rock ' on which I split : I denied hid' name.'— 
Refusing to hear any thing from Dr. Young, or to take 
any thing fr^ifm the physician, he lay ^'siletlt d^'sfhilderi'' 
starts of pain Would permit, till the clock Strudc' : ftei', ' 
with vehemence, he exclaimed — * Oh, tiliief,' fime! it* is' 
fit thou shouldst thus strike thy murderer to the heart. 
How art thou fled for ever ! O for a month — a single 
week ! I ask not for years ; though an age were too 
little for the rtitich I have to do.' — ^Dr. Young proposeci 
prayer. — * Pray, you that can,* sdd Alteimoiit. * I never ' 
prayed ; I jcannot pray ; nor need I. Is not heaven oil' 
my side already ? It closes with my conscience ; its 
severest strokes only second my own !' — ^Affectionately 
looking at his friend, who was much touched, even to 






tears, lie said, 'Keep tboae tears for thyself^ I bave 
undone, thee. Dost thou weep for me 1 — tliat's cruel : 
wliat cau pain me more V — Here liiii iriend, too mucli 
aSiecled, would hiive left the roOTn, hut he entreated 
him to stay.^' Thou still mayeat hope,' said he : ' th^e- 
fore hear me,. I have not long to speak: my soul, as 
well as my h.ody, lies in ruins— in scattered fragments 
of, bj^jken thought. Remorse for the past tlirowa my 
tiwughts on the futtire ;. worae dread of the future atribea 
thwt.back on the past. 1 turn, and turn, and find no 
ray. I>id£t tiiou feel half the mountain that is ou me, 
thou wouldst' struggle with the martyr for his sijdce, and 
hiess b.ea\ea for the flames. Tiiose are not everlasting 
fl^raes-rth^t, is not unquenchable iire.' Shortly afWr, 
wpth on ey^ ;Qf diatraciioii, he cried out, ' My principles 
have.poia<»ied my friend ! my extravagaaee haa beggared 
my, boy ! my unWindness has niurdered my wife !— aad 
is tl^ere aiiothpr hell i ! thou blasphemed, but most 
iiid,)i)geut l.or(l God \ hdl itself is a retiige, if it hides 
me from thyifiro^'nl' Soon after, liis uuder«tanding 
foiled- -£[is terrified. imagination uttered horrors not to . 
|j(^|]^peated,,pr ever forgot: and, ere the suu arose) the 
yom>gi the npble, the, accomplished, and tha wrutehed 
AJf^ontj^xpiiedn,.' i,, 



THE SUNDAY WATER-PAilTY. 

Os Lord's-day rafirning, Juac 13th, 182J^ six young' 
mi>n tookabo^^ andawatermanonapartyuf pleasure iq„i 
Richmond. Upon tlieir, arrival there, tlieydrauk fiieely.i.i 
iind. became intoxieated. When on their return, they. ; 
readied tliat,part of the river , opposite to,., Old Swan,. 
Stairs, Thames Sfeel, ln-'tweeo seven and eiglit o'clock 



810 Tin meooRD ov moviBEKcs. 

in the eTening, Beane, the ^mtenoaa^ -made' fear tk 
shore; bot on attempting to land, tfey bagimto^svar 
in a shocking manner, dedfuring ithaiyitisej' wcnld^aot 
pay him for his day-a work imkss he; would' take thsm 
through London Bridge. The vatennany ftudkig liiqr 
were resolute, and fearing they ^iinmld cany di^'tbdeit 
into execution, consented to their ' ^^miiea, aad aoo(ff- 
dingly put off his boat. He had, ^liowevery ^OMly just 
entered beneath the arch, when the boat became un- 
manageable, and upset. Assistance speedily amved; 
but, alas ! two of the unhappy young men sank to rise 
no more. What an awful complication of sin and 
misery was here! — ^fint, the obligation of thefiaHbatJi 
disregarded; then follow intemperaiioe andi='pre£me 
swearing; and, these, again, are socoeeded by aft^i^i&l 
manifestation of divine displeasure. ^* The wagesulof 
sin is death." •.•;'! - • .^ ■ -u'i^- 

-:.■ *. ::"r. •.,.■• ).l /;< : 
■ •'■■■ •'' '■' •••■■ ' <-'.['^ V 

THE DEATH OP THE SCbfeN^A',' ^' '|- 

' ■•' ■:i''.j.:'' -lb 

About the year 1793, an awfiil incidenutoexmiared^at 
Salem, in the state of New J«»ey. Z^eso : had beep a 
revival of religion; and Gbd's people had ibe^i^ dis- 
turbed with riots and mobs ; but, on making lapplieation 
to the civil magistrate, these tumults had been effec- 
tually suppressed. The thoughtled^ oppoeers of ]«l%ion 
turned their attention to a new method roffentevtaisaiii^t; 
acting in a £u:cical way at religious meedngi^ tpnetending 
to speak of their experiences, to exhort, &c;, in order 
to amuse one another in a profene theatrical manner. 
One night a young actress stood up on eoie of the 
benches, pretending to speak her experienoe^and^.with 



mock solemnity, cried oat, " Glory to Oodi I have 
foimd peace ; I am sanctified ; I am now fit to die." 
Scarcely had this unhappy girl uttered these words, hefore 
she actuaUy dropped dead upon the fioor, and was taken 
up a liieless corpse. Struck with this awful visitation, 
the auditors were instantly seized with inexpressible 
terror, and every face was covered with consternation 
and dismay. " He that despiaeth his ways shall die." 



A MURDERER DETECTED. 

■ iBasly one morning, a person of some distinction 
TWW fijund, by some peasants, lying dead, in the midst 
of' an unfrequented H-ood in the neighbourhood of 
Lyons. By the side of the corpse stood a mastiff dog 
that used to attend upon the deceased, and who was 
now bemoaning his master's fate. The monarch was 
at this time in the adjacent city, and being informed of 
the circumstance, he instituted a rigorous enquiry after 
the murderer. An ancient animosity having existed 
between the deceased and a certain man of fortune in 
the vicinity, he became suspected : but he strongly 
asserted his own innocence, declaring that the old dispute 
had been amicably arranged ; and Ids servants came 
forward to awear that their muster was in bed very early 
on the evening of the unliappy affair. Notwithstanding 
these asseverations, the king felt grounds of suspicion ; 
and being a man of shrewd discernment, he read the 
lineaments of guilt, as he thought, in the features of the 
accused, in the midst of his vehement protestations. 
The king accordingly ordered the suspected person, 
and twenty others, to be placed before him next day ; 
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and, introducing the fidthful animal wliidi had been 
found by the side of the corpse, the noble ereatoK 
instantly singled out the murderer, (who was the Tery 
person suspected,) and, springing upon him, would bsYS 
torn him to pieces on the spot, had not the culprit ooii- 
fessed the fact, and thus obtained a change in the mode 
of punishment which was justly awarded to bis guilt 



SEVERE PUNISHMENT OF A LIAR. 

It is a general practice for persons in easy circum- 
stances to make presents to their servants and workmen 
on each return of the Christmas festival. A few years 
ago, a man who, with several others, worked for a 
generous master received a donation of half-a-crown, 
to be equally divided among his lellow-woikmen. 
The man did not acquaint them with his having 
received it; and, on being questioned on the subject^ 
denied it. His denial was disputed : and he, designing 
to exculpate himself from the charge, lifted up his right 
hand in the midst of them, and said, that he wished it 
might rot off, if he had received the money. 

The circumstance was passed over by the workmen : 
but that God who trieth the heart, and who heard the 
impious wish, did not forget it : for one night, shortly 
afterwards, while this wicked man was in bed, his hand 
literally rotted off, just above the wrist. *^ Sin shall 
not go unpunished.'' 



THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 

A JEWELLER, a man of good character and consider- 
able wealth, having occasion to leave home, on business 
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which lay at some distance, toot with him a servant. 
He had with him some jewels of great value, and a 
large sum of money. Thia was known to the servant ; 
who, urged by the inordinate cupidity of wealth, mur- 
dered his master on the road, rifled him of his jewels 
aud money, and suspending a large stone round his 
neck, cast him into the nearest canal. 

With the booty thus acquired, the man set off to a 
distant part of the country, where he had reason to 
believe he was unknown. Here he began to trade, at 
first, in 3 very humble way, that his ohseurity might 
screen him from observation; and, in the course of 
many years, ho seemed to rise hy the natural progress 
of business, into wealth and consideration ; so that his 
good fortune appeared to he at once the effect and the 
reward of his industry and virtue. He cultivated the 
, appearance of these qualities to such perfection, that he 
grew into great credit, married into a good family, and 
was admitted into a share of the government of the 
town. He rose from one post to another, till, at length, 
he was chosen chief magistrate. In this office, he main- 
tained a fair character, and continued to fill it with general 
applause, hoth as a governor and a judge, until one day, 
as he presided on the bench, with some of his brethren, 
a criminal was brought before them, who was accused of 
murdering his master. The evidence came out fiilly ; 
the jury brought in a verdict of " Guilty;" and the 
whole assembly waited, with great interest, the sentence 
of the president. 

The chief ma^stratc, however, appeared to be in 
unusual disorder and agitation of mind: his colour 
often changed, and liii limbs shook under him. At 
length, rising from his seat, and descending from the 
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bench, he placed himself close to the unfortunate man 
at the bar, to the no small astonishment of all present 
'* You see before you/' said he, addressing himself to 
those with whom he had sat on the bench, ** a striking 
instance of the just awards of Heaven, which, this day, 
after thirty years' concealment, presents to you a greater 
criminal than the man just now found guilty." He 
then made a full confession of his crime and of all its 
aggravations. ^' Nor can I feel," said he, ** any relief 
from the agonies of an awakened conscience, but by 
requiring that justice be forthwith done against me, 
in the most public and solemn manner." 

We may easily conceive the amazement of the whole 
assembly, and especially of his fellow-judges. They, 
however, proceeded, upon his own confession, to pass the 
awful sentence ; and he died with all the appearance d 
a penitent man. 



THE ADULTERER. 

In the neighbourhood of a large manufacturing town 
in Warwickshire, a married gentleman, £Eir advanced in 
years, and of a respectable family, led away by depraved 
habits, visited a house of ill-fame, to which he walked 
in apparent health, but from which, a few minutes 
afterwards, he was carried away, a lifeless corpse, having 
suddenly fallen dead at the feet of his guilty paramour. 
— Reader, forget not the declaration of Hagar, " Thou, 
God, seest me !" 
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" I WAS lately," observed Mr. Gunn, while preaching 
in Lothbury church, " called to attend the death-bed of 
a young man at Hoxton. On my entering the room, I 
found him in the greatest horror of mind. Thinking 
that, perhaps, it arose from that deep remorse some- 
times attendant on the death-bed of a aisner, I began to 
point him to Jesus, the sinner's only all-powerful Friend, 
and to the glorious promises of the Gospel ; when, with 
an agonizing look of despair, he replied, ' Ah, Sir ; but 
I have rejected the Gospel, Some years since, I unhap- 
pily read Paine's Age of Reason. It suited my corrupt 
taste, and I imbibed its principles. After this, where- 
ever I went, I did all that lay in my power to hold up 
the Scriptures to contempt. By this means, I led others 
into the fata] snare, and made many proselytes to infi- 
delity. Thus I rejected God; and now he rejects me, 
and will Lave no mercy upon me.' 1 offered to pray by 
him'; but he replied, ' Oh, no ; it is all in vain to pray for 
me !' Then, with a dismal groan, he cried out, ' Paine's 
Age of Reason has' ruined my soul!' — and instantly 
expired." 



PRESUMPTION FATALLY MET. 

We are not of the number of those misanthiopes, 
who wotild assign limits to the inventive faculties of 
man, where the beneficent Creator bos left bis intelligent 
creature an illimitable range. Some persons, indeed, 
moat seriously and decidedly object to the excursions of 
the aeronaut as presumptuous in themselves ; but, for our 
r2 



THI BXCOftS OI PROTISZIICB. 

I part, we conndei them no wise presumptaoiu, so 
fcr as tliey are intended to subserve purposes of utility 
or mtional enjoyment ; but merely when they are under- 
taken to gratify an idle cariositt/, or to cater for an inw- 
dinate panitff. With these or similar exceptions, we can 
perceive no reason why the same objections should not 
be started to the employment of u-ater as a medium of 
conveyance ; an element, it must be confessed, sniE- 
ciently dangerous, if presumption is to be measured liy 
the degree of hazard that may attach to an undertaking, 
We think these hints necessary at the head of this 
article, lest, while we hold to view an awful instance of 
the divine judgments, we should be thought to condemn 
the actions of the unfortunate subject of the narration, 
while the motives alone can be fairly considered culpable. 
On Monday, July, 5th, 1819, at Tivoli, near Paris, 
among the entertainments announced for the evening, 
was the ascension of Madame Blanchard, in a balloon 
ornamented with fire-works. At half-past ten, the car 
arose, and ascended rapidly : she waved her flag ; and 
the air resounded with exulting acclamations. All were 
ready to adore this goddess of their pleasures. Bui sud- 
denly, when the fire-works were ignited, some of them 
set fire to the bottom of the balloon : a frightful brilliancy 
instantly struck terror into the multitude of shouting 
spectators, and n dreadful catastrophe took place. From 
the height of four hundred feet, she fell on the top of a 
house, and from thence into the street ; and, alas ! slie 
was taken up a beautifully decorated, but dreadfully 
mangled and lifeless corpse. Terror spread through the 
conftised crowd, and paleness sat upon every cheek. 
Thus suddenly and unexpectedly was this adventurous 
female hurled into eternity, at the age of forty-five years. 



after having ascended in the same fearful and indefen- 
sible manner for sixty-five times. 



CRUELTY REQUITED. 

CoMMODt's, the Roman emperor, -when but twelve 
years old, gave a shocking instance of his cruel dis- 
position, when, finding the water in which he bathed 
somewhat too warm, he commanded the person who 
a,Uended the bath to be thrown into the furnace, and 
would not be satisfied till tJiose who were about him, 
pretended to put his orders into execution. 

After his accession to tbe empire, he equalled, if he 
did not surpass in cruelty, Caligula, Domitian, and even 
Nero himself; playing, we may say, with the blood of 
his subjects and fellow- creatures ; of whom he caused 
great numbers to be racked and butchered in his 
presence, merely for his diversion. Historians relate 
many instances of his cruelty. He caused one person 
to be thrown to wild beasts, for reading the Life of 
Caligula, written by Suetonius ; because that tyrant 
and he had been bom on the same day of tbe month, 
and in many bad qualities resembled each other, Ouc 
day, seeing a corpulent man pass by, he cut him asunder, 
partly to try his strengti of arm, in which he excelled, 
and partly out of curiosity, for the piupoae, as be said, 
of seeing his entrails drop out at once. He took pleasure 
in cutting off the feet, and putting out the eyes, of such 
as he met in bis rambles through the city. Some he 
murdered because they were negligently dressed ; others, 
because they seemed trimmed witli too much nicety. 
He assumed the name and habit of Hercules, appearing 
publicly in a lion's skin, with a huge club in his band ; 
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and he ordered several persons, not accused of any 
crime, to be disguised like monsters, that, by knocking 
out their brains, he might have a better claim to tiie 
title — the great destroyer of monsters. He, however, 
was destroyed in his turn: Martia, one of his concu- 
bines, whose death he had prepared, poisoned him ; but 
as the dose did not quickly operate, he was strangled by 
a wrestler, in the thirty-first year of his age. 



A TRAITOR DESTROYED. 

Rapin, in his History, informs us, that Humphrey 
Bannister and his father were both servants to, and 
raised by, the Duke of Buckingham, who being forced 
to abscond, in consequence of a defeat be&Uing the 
army which he had raised against the usurper, Richaid 
III., fled, without footman or page, to Bannister's 
house, near Shrewsbury, as to a place where he had 
every reason to expect security. Bannister, however, 
upon the king's proclamation, promising £1000 rewaid 
to him that should apprehend the duke, betrayed his 
master to John Merton, high sheriff of Shropshire, who 
sent him, imder a strong guard, to Salisbury, where the 
king then was ; and there, in the market-place, the duke 
was beheaded. But divine vengeance pursued the 
traitor Bannister ; for, demanding the £1000 that was 
the price of his master's blood. King Richard refused to 
pay it, remarking, " He that would be Mse to so good a 
master, ought not to be encouraged." He was after- 
wards hanged for manslaughter; his eldest son ran mad, 
and died in a hogstye; his second became deformed 
and lame ; and his third son was drowned in a small 
puddle of water. His eldest daughter was pregnant by 
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one of liis carters ; and his second was seized with a 
leprosy, whereof she died. 



THE SLEEP-TALKER. 

A PEBSON who worked in a brewery quarrelled with 
one of his fellow-workmen, and struck him in such a 
manner that he died on the spot. No other person was 
witness to the deed. He then took the dead body, and 
threw it into a large fire under the boiling vat, where it 
was, in a short time, so completely consumed, that no 
traces of its existence remained. On the following day, 
when the man was missed, the murderer coolly observed, 
that he hod perceived his felloW'Servant to be intoxicated, 
and that he had probably fallen from a bridge which he 
had to pass on his way home, and been drowned. For 
the apace of seven years aflerwards, no one entertained 
any suspicions of the real state of the fact. At the end 
of this period, the murderer was again employed in the 
same brewery : and he was probably induced to reflect 
on the singadarity of the eircumstance being so long con- 
cealed. Having retired to rest, one of the other work- 
men who slept with him, hearing him say in his sleep, 
"It is now fiJl seven years agol" asked him, "Wliat 
was it you did seven years :^o V " I put him," he 
replied, stil] speaking in his sleep, "under the boiling 
vat." As the affair was not entirely forgotten, it 
immediately occurred to the man, that his bed-fellow 
must allude to the person who was missing about tliat 
time : and he accordingly gave information of what be 
had heard, to a magistrate. The murderer was appre- 
hended ; and though, at first, he denied that he knew 
any thing of the matter, a confession of his crime was at 
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length obtained from him, for which he suffered condign 
punishment. 

" Murder, though it hath no tongue, doth speak with 
most miraculous organs/' 



THE PERSECUTOR CUT OFF. 

About thirty years ago, some of the members of the 
Methodist Society, in Kingston, Jamaica, were wont to 
hold a prayer-meeting every Tuesday eyening, in a lazge 
ruinous house occupied by a poor wonuin of colour in the 
lower part of the town. One evening, some yoimg 
fellows made great disturbance, and broke part of the 
Aimiture. One of them loudly threatened to pull down 
the house on the next Tuesday evening. But maik 
the judgment of Grod! — ^That very evening, he was 
carried to his grave — carried from the very house, too, 
which he had threatened to pull down ! The house in 
which he died, and which was opposite to that where 
the prayer-meetings were held, being too small for the 
funeral, the poor woman was requested to grant the use 
of her own house for the purpose. With this request^ 
she readily complied : so that his corpse lay in the very 
house he had threatened to . pull down, and was carried 
out thence on the evening in which he had designed to 
perpetrate that wicked deed. ** Surely they that touch 
the Lord's people, touch the apple of his eye !" 



THE DEATH OF NERO. 

How often have men of violence and blood been 
reminded of their crimes, by the visitation of severe 
requitals ! ** Tortured long, " as an elegant writer 



observes, " by the atings of agony and remorse, they 
have closed the scene by some horrid death." 

The case of Nero is well known, and by no means 
singular : it appears proper, however, to place it in this 
repository. This tyrant, the disgrace of human nature, 
who had cruelly put to death many of the moat iDus- 
triouB Romans, set fire to the imperial city ; and then, 
standing upon the top of bis palace, playing his harp, 
regarded with fiend-like complacency, tiie spreading 
conflagration : after which, he laid the blame upon the 
Christians, and exercised the most wanton and barbarous 
cruelties upon the persecuted innocents. Not content 
with imbruing bis hands in the blood of his subjects 
who were not allied to him by bonds of consanguinity, 
he murdered his own mother ! The hand of Providence, 
however, pursaied him in a most signal manner ; and bis 
history stands out as a hideous beacon for the warning 
of posterity. Universally hated, despised, and deserted, 
he was reduced to the most abject distress : in the dead 
of night, attended by a few domestics, he sought admit* 
tance at the bouses of several of his boon companions ; 
but every door was shut against him. Flying from 
house to house, and city to city, meanly apparelled, 'and 
worse mounted, he was retiring, under darkness and 
disguise, to a country house, as his last shelter, when, 
on the road, he was most dreadfiilly terrified by the 
vivid lightning and a violent earthquake, " as if," says 
his historian, " the ghosts of the many persons he had 
murdered were rising up against the merciless tyrant. 
He passed a night and a day in dark concealment, and 
in Huch agonies as can hardly be expressed. Often did 
he attempt to anticipate his death with a da^er, but, 
after trying its point with a trembling hand, his courage 
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forsook him. Such was his cowaTdice, that he entreated 
some of his attendants, with tears, to animate him, by 
their example, to die with intrepidity. But Nero had 
no friend I One of his freedmen, at last, with gieat 
reluctance, assisted him in striking the dagger to his 
throat. 

Thus fell this hloody tyrant, oyerwhelmed with the 
horrors of the murders he had committed, and tormented, 
in his last moments, by the stings of an accusing con- 
science : and by his death he has left a memorable 
warning to the world, that Gk>d is not an unconcemed 
spectator of the things that pass in the earth ; and that 
the crimes that are not expiated in this world, await the 
awful justice of God in that world which lasts for ct^. 
** The Lord is known by the judgment whidi he exe- 
cuteth : the wicked is snared by the work of his own 
hands." 



AN IMPOSTOR STRUCK DEAD. 

On a day in which there happened to be a tremendous 
Btotm of thunder and lightning, as Archbishop Leighton 
was going from Glasgow to Dumblane, he was descried, 
when at a considerable distance, by two men of bad 
character. They had not the courage to rob him ; but, 
wishing to fall on some method of obtaining his money, 
one of them presently said, " I will lie down by the 
wayside, as if I were dead ; and you shall inform the 
archbishop that I was killed by the lightning, and beg 
money of hirty to bury me." When the worthy prelate 
came up, the infamous wretch told him this fabricated 
story; and the holy, unsuspicious man, believing it. 



Gjnnpathized with lie survivor, gave him money, and 
proceeded on his journey. But when the man returned 
to his companion, he found him actually dead ! " Oh, 
Sir!" he exclaimed, shouting to the archbishop, "Oh, 
Sir, he is dead, he m dead !" On this, the archbishop 
turned back, discovered the fraud, and observed, " It is 
a dangerous thing to trifle with the judgments of God." 



" EXTERMINATED. 

Mr. Robert Flemino, in his work entitled, " Fulfil- 
Jing of the Scriptures," states, that a certain fimuly of 
considerable eminence, in Scotland, made it their business 
to troable and persecute the minister of their parish, an 
eminently holy and faitliful man, whose faithfulness was 
a great offence to these haughty persons. The old laird 
of that house, out of malice, pursued him, with a false 
accusation, before the synod, using every means in his 
power for the purpose of affixing a stigma on hia cha- 
racter, and hoping either to ruin him in his temporal 
affairs by ejecting him from the parish, or, at least, to 
crush his active spirit, and weaken his efficacy in the 
ministry. In both of these purposes, however, his 
endeavours were frustrated. The Lord cleared the 
character of his servant, making his innocence mani- 
fest to all his judges ; so that those whose prejudices 
had been excited against him, were yet compelled to 
acknowledge him innocent. While the gentleman who 
instituted this persecution was attending the synod on 
this occasion, as he was going into the stable to look 
after his horses, he was struck widi sickness, and was 
obliged to take to liis bed. There he experienced such 
horror of conscience, as made him entreat most earnestly 
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Lt the miniiler he hud thus unjustly persecuted wmU 
visit him : and he frequently repeated Ae 
' to *ee his face I " He eren told Ms 
Knds, that if the minister would not come to him, 
f must carry him to the minister. His lady, how- 
. indulging the bitter enmity which had spread 
rough the family, in a most rude and riolent manner, 
[evented the minister, when he came, from having 
to her hushand : so that the poor geutlemmi 
n the greatest horror, horeft of aD consolation, 
Afler his death, the lady, not taking warning by the 
sudden death of her husband, continued still to perse- 
cute the pious minister, burning with malice towards 
him, till she also was taken ill, and had equal pongs of 
conscience. She likewise cried out for the minister to 
come to see her; but he was tlien absent in the course 
of proWdence, He came to her, however, before her 
death, and she confessed, with nnich bitterness, that she 
had injured him. 

After this, their chaplain, a young man, who had 
been engaged by them to appear aa a witness against 
that godly man, was so terrified in his conscience, that 
he could get no rest, until he sent to the next synod, 
with a view to acknowledge the grievous sin of having 
borne false witness. However, being hindered from 
appearing before that assembly in public, to make a 
recantation, he went to another part of the country ; 
and it was reported that he died distracted. 

Last of all, the young laird, who succeeded to tlie 

estate after the death of his father, pursued the same 

persecuting course of conduct ; and being favoured in 

his designs, through a change in the times, he wo 

^ofluenced looie who were in power, that an oid 
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issued for banishing the minister. Those from whom 
this sentence emanated, candidly acknowledged, that the 
violent animosity of the laird was the principal cause of 
the decree, he having declared that if be lived in that 
place, that man should not be minister there. But, lo ! 
a few days subsequent to this triumph of malignity, 
having returned to his house, and boasted that he had 
made good his word, and got the minister turned out of 
the parish, he was suddenly struck by the Lord with a 
hi^ fever, which took him away in the midst of his 
etiength, 

" Vengeance is mine j I will repay, saith the Lord." 



, THREAT FRUSTRATED. 

as a tanner who Kved at , He had 

an amiable family, and liis wife was of a tender, peace- 
able, engaging disposition. The poor man himself, 
however, was, unfortunately, the reverse, and was much 
addicted to the sin of drunkenness. One day, returning 
home, and requiring something unreasonable, with which 
his wife would not comply, his temper took fire — he 
laged and cursed in an awfid manner ; and, seizing a 
knife, swore that he would cut her throat. The great 
Jehovah, who is the defence of the godly, inspiring her 
with a mind superior to his threats, she was unterrified, 
and, with her infant in her lap, quietly exclaimed, 
*' The will of the Lord be done : here I am ! " Struck 
with confusion, he then threw down the alarming Instru- 
ment, saying he would not take her life at that moment, 
bnt swore he would finish her on his return. He with- 
drew: and {awfiil to say!) a tree, which his men were 
cutting down, fell upon him; and instead of fulfilling 
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his dire purpose and wicked declarations, in about half- 
an-hour, be expired, filled witb reflectiona on bis guilt 
and rasbness, and lamenting greatly his outrageous 
conduct. 



THE MURDERED HUSBAND. 

A WOMAN, conceiving that ber busband, wbo was a 
soldier in tbe Prussian service, bad been killed at the 
battle of Jena, in 1806, married another man. It turned 
out, that her husband bad only been wounded and 
taken prisoner by the enemy. A cure was soon 
effected ; and he joined one of the Prussian regiments 
which bad entered into tbe pay of France. After 
serving three years in Spain, be was discharged, re- 
turned forthwith to bis native country, and appeared 
greatly rejoiced to find his wife living. She received 
him with every mark of affection, but did not avow the 
new matrimonial connexion she had formed. After par- 
taking of some refreshment, be complained of being 
quite overcome with fatigue, and retired to rest. The 
woman immediately conferred with her new busband, 
and they agreed to dispatch tbe unwelcome visiter in bis 
sleep ; which they accomplished by strangling him, — ^and 
they then put his body into a sack. About midnight, in 
conveying it to the river Oder, the weight of tbe corpse 
burst the sack, and one of the legs bung out. The 
woman set about sewing up the rent ; and, in ber hurry 
and concision, sewed in, at the same time, the skirt of 
ber accomplice's coat. Having reached the bank of the 
river, and making a great effort to precipitate the load 
as far into the stream as possible, he was dragged j&om 
the elevated groimd on which he stood, into tb^^ river, 



but contrived to keep his tead above water for several 
minutes. The woman, not considering how important 
it was to keep alienee, filled the air with her cries, 
bringing to the spot several peasants, who, at the hazard 
of their lives, eKtricated the drowning ^nan from his 
perilous situation, at the same time discovering the 
cause. The man and woman were charged with the 
crime, made a iidl confession, and were consigned to the 
awards of justice. 

THE COCKFIGHTEr's DEATH. 

Some years ago, T. G. who lived in the parish of 
Sedgley, near Wolverhampton, having lost a consider- 
able sum by a match at cockfighting, to which practice 
he was notoriously addicted, swore, in the most horrid 
manner, that he would never fight another cock as 
long as he lived ; repeatedly calling upon God to 
" damn hia soul to all eternity" if he did, and, with 
dreadiiil imprecations, wishing that the devil might 
fetch him, if ever he made another bet. 

It is not to be wondered at, that resolutions so impi- 
ously made should be broken. For a wliile, however, 
they were observed ; but he continued to indulge him- 
self in every other abomination to which his depraved 
beul inclined hini. But, about two years afterwards 
Satan, whose willing servant he was, inspired him with 
a violent desire to attend a cocking at Wolverhampton ; 
and he complied with the temptation. When he ar- 
rived at the place, he stood up, as in defiance of 
Heaven, and cried, " 1 hold four to three on such a 
cock." — " Four what?" said one of his companions in 
ud^. " Fpi^ shillings," replied he. — " I'll lay," 
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snid llic Other. Upon this, they confirmed the wager ; 
>nd, as his custom was, he threw down Iiis hat, and put 
hia hand into his pocket for the money ; when (aw&l 
to relate!) he instantly fell to the ground, a ^lastly 

^^. corpse. 

^^L^ Let cockfight«rs, and profane swearers, read this, and 

^^^■ttmble, and repent. 



RETRIBtJTION. 



FAN, who was very ill, sent for Dr. Lake, 
and told him, that he found he must die, and would 
therefore relate a very odd story to him. He had, 
about a fortnight before, been riding over Hounslow 
Heath, where several boys were playing at crickeL 
One of them, striking the ball, hit liim just on the toe 
with it, looked him in the face, and ran away. His toe 
pained him exceedingly. As soon aa he arrived at 
Brentford, he sent for a surgeon, who was for cutting it 
off. But, unwUling to suffer that, he went to London; 
and immediately called another sui^eon to examine it, 
who tlien told him his foot must be cut off. But thi* 
he would not hear of; so, before the nest day, the mor- 
tification seized his leg, and, in a day or two more, 
struck up into hia body. 

Dr. Lake asked him if he knew the boy that struck 
the ball. He answered, " About ten years ago, I was 
riding over Hounslow Heath, when an old man ran by 
my horse's aide begging me to relieve him, and saying 
he was almost famished. I bade him be gone. He 
kept up with me Btill; upon which, I threatened to beat 
him. Finding that he did not take any notice of it, I 
drew my sword, and with one blow killed him. 
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about four years old, who was with him, screamed out 
that his father was killed. His face I perfectly re- 
member. That boy it was that struck the ball against 
me, which is the cause of my death." 



A GENTLEMAN, nearly related to a great ianuly in the 
parish where a pious minister of the name of Davidson 
lived, was a violent hater of piety, and on tha.t account, 
without the least shadow of provocation, cruelly heat 
a poor, honest man, who lived near him. Among many 
olJier strokes which he inflicted, he gave him one on 
the back, with these words — "Take this for Mr. 
Davidson's sake," After this, the poor .man, for a 
time, was obliged to keep his bed, and complained most 
of the stroke which he had received on his back, as 
being what he felt more than all the rest. The fol- 
lowing Sabbath, Mr. Davidson, in the close of his 
sermon, speaking concerning the oppression of the 
godly, and the enmity which wicked men hear towards 
them, very parlicularly noticed that late instance. He 
said, it must be a sad time, when a profene man could 
thus openly adventure to vent his rage against those 
who feared God in the place, while he could have no 
cause for such conduct, but the appearance of the image 
of God in them. He then, with great authority, said, 
" He that hath done this, were he the laird, or the laird's 
brother, ere a few days pass, will he struck with such a 
stroke, as all the monarchs of the earth would not dare 
to challenge or encounter." Accordingly, so it hap- 
pened. The gentleman who beat the poor man, in the 
close of the following week, as was publicly known. 
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while standing before his own door, was struck dead 
with lightning, and all his bones broken. 



THE liar's end. 



A YOU NO lad, who had been guilty of stealing, upon 
being charged therewith, most solemnly denied the &ct] 
and, upon being more closely interrogated on the sub- 
ject, by those who were well satisfied of his guilt, he 
appealed to God as witness of his innocence, and wished, 
that if he were not, his right arm might rot off. Veiy 
soon after this, to the astonishment of every one, he was 
taken with a mortification in his right arm, which spread 
all down his right side, until his bowels were visible 
through his ribs. In this dreadful condition, he lay for 
some considerable time; and there were many, who, 
out of curiosity, went to see him, and became witnesses 
of the awful judgment of God. " I also," says Mr. 
Pawson, ** might have seen him, but declined it, because 
the smell was almost intolerable, which, as I lodged 
exactly opposite to him, in a very narrow lane, I but 
too plainly perceived, even in the room which I occu- 
pied. He died at last in great agonies ; and, I fear 
without any real change wrought in him. 



Voltaire's death. 



The rancour and enmity of Voltaire against the 
religion of the Bible was awful in the extreme ; nor 
were the horrors which attended his dying-pillow less 
awful. That " wretch " (as he profanely called Chris- 
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ti^ly) which he vainly Bought to crush, and that 
" monster" which he wished to see destroyed, fled his 
unhallowed embraces when he needed her consolations. 
Writing to D'Alemhert, one of the infidel cabal, he 
says, " I fear that you are not sufficiently zealous. 
You bury your talents. You only contemn, while you 
should abhor and destroy the monster (Christianity). 
Could you not crush him in four pages 1 It was given 
to Meleager, to kill the hoar — Hurl the javelin, but 
hide your hand! Comfort me in my old age!" In 
another letter to the same, he says, " The monster must 
be pierced by an hundred invisible hands, and faU 
beneath a thousand repeated blows." Whether Vol- 
taire here speaks most like a fool, a madman, or an incar- 
nate spirit of evil, is hard to say ; perhaps the latter. 
He had forgotten, or rather did not regard, the decla- 
ration of Jehovah — " The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it." Such was the gross wickedness of this 
miserable man, that even France could not tolerate it : 
and he was therefore banished for many years on 
account of it. Permission, through the interest of his 
friends, was at length obtained for his return to Paris. 
He was now in his eighty-fourth year ; and it was 
agreed that the laws should be silent on his return. 
This was all that he wished for : and the day of his 
arrival at Paris was a day of triumph for his party. 
He was received amidst astomiding acclamations. 
Wherever he went, a crowd of adepts followed him 
with their plaudits ; and the academies celebrated his 
arrival in the Louvre, the palace of the kings. The 
theatres decreed crowns to this prince of infidels ; and 
theatrical entertainments in honour of him rapidly suc- 
ceeded each other. In the midst of these coronations 
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■tdons, he exclbimcil, " You wish then to m 
WVith glory.'" 

But, in the height of his triumph, he was attacked 
by n violent hemorrhaj^c, which ended in his death, 
D'Alembert, Diderot, mid Mumuntel, hastened to hit 
support in hia last moments ; but they were onlj wil- 
nesses of liia and their own ignominy. Rage, remone, 
reproach, and blasphemy, accompanied and choiac- 
terized the long agony of the dying atheist. The 
dreadful circumstances of his death cannot be denied 
even by his companions in iniquity and impiety, Not 
one of the sopliisters has ever mentioned any sign given 
of resolution, or any manifestation of tranquillity, on the 
part of this chief of infidels, during the protracted period 
of three months, the time which elapsed from his being 
crowned at the theatre, to his entering the shades of 
eternity '. 

During his last illness, he sent for a priest, and con- 
fessed to him. But, lest this transaction should be 
deemed to be a recanlation of his principles, the sacred 
functionary was not permitted to repeat his visits. 

D'Alemhert, Diderot, and about twenty other infidels, 
surrounded their chief continually : but he repeatedly 
cursed them, and exclaimed, " Retire: it is you that 
have brought me to my present state. Begone ! I 
could have done without you all, but you could not 
exist without me : and what a wretched glory have 
you procured me ! " He would then alternately sup- 
plicate and blaspheme God, and cry out, " Oh, Christ! 
Oh, Jesus Christ !" and complain that he was abandoned 
hy God and man. 

The time was now come when he was to appear 
I before God — that God whom he had blasphemed- 



receive at his righteous trihutial according to his work. 
His physicians, struck with astonishment, declared that 
his death-hed was horrible indeed. To describe the 
feelings of the dying infidel, exceeds the power of 
eloquence ; and the scene, if represented, would over- 
power the firmness of humanity. The Marescha!' de 
Richelieu was not able to bear the sight, and fled from 
the bed-side ; and M. Tronchin declared, that the furies 
of Orestes were insuflicient to describe the horrors of 
Voltaire. He died in alternate paroxysms of devotion 
and impious rage, blaspheming his Creator, and suppli- 
cating him for mercy. May 30, 1778. 

" My soul, come not thou into their secret ; unto 
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united." 
Here, indeed, was a dreadful fulfilment of the decla- 
ration in reference to the contemners of religion — " I 
will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your 






leth." 



AN APOSTATE PUNISHED. 

Gallus was succeeded in the Roman empire by Vale- 
rian, who entered upon the government with universal 
applause. Dr. Gillies, in his Historical Collections, 
states, that, in the beguiniag of his reign, he was a 
patron to the Christians, treating them with humanity 
and kindness, and even entertaining them in liis own 
family, so that his court seemed a little church for piety, 
a sanctuary and refuge for good men. But, alas ! this 
pleasing scene soon vanished ; the emperor being se- 
duced by a magician of Egypt, called Macrinus, who 
persuaded him that the only way to prosper in Iiis 
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affiiira was to suppress Cbristiaiuty, so hatefbl to the 
gods. Whereupon he commenced the ninth general 
persecution, which was hegun ahout the year 257, and 
continued three years and a half. Dionysius says— 
'' The Christians who suffered at this time were many, 
and unknown to me : but this I know in general — both 
men and women, young and old, soldiers and country 
people, persons of all ranks and ages, were some of 
them scourged and whipped, others beheaded, others 
cast into the flames. To this very day, the prases 
does not cease to kill some, and expose others to 
torments, and weary others with prisons and chains, 
ordering that no person shall see them, and if any 
enquire for them, that such shall be apprehended. Bat 
God comforts the afflicted, by the cheerful care and dili- 
gence of the brethren." Cyprian very pathetically 
bewails the hardships and sufferings which the martyrs 
then underwent, in his letter to Numesian ; and he 
deplores the fate of many others who were condemned 
to the mines. Nor did he himself escape ; being at 
length beheaded at Carthage, as Xistus and Quartus 
had been before him. 

At length, Divine Providence punished this emperor 
for his horrible cruelties. Not only did the northern 
nations break in upon the empire, but Valerian himself 
was taken prisoner by Sapor, king of Persia, who 
degraded him below the rank of the meanest slave, 
using him as a footstool to assist him in mounting 
his horse. For seven years he was forced to endure 
this horrid ignominy, when Sapor ordered his eyes to 
be plucked out; after which, he commanded him to be 
flayed alive, and salt to be thrown on his skinless body. 
In this manner he finished his life in the greatest 
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conceivable torture. He was then in hia seventy-first 
year, having reigned seven years. 

" With what measure ye mete withal, it shall be mea- 
sured to you again." 



THE OBSTINATE SABBATH-BREAKER. 

About tlie year 1759, there lived in -Tliomer, a 
buteher, who, for a long suceeasion of years, had made 
it his constant practice to sell his meat on the Sabbath- 
day morning ; and when he had finished his unhallowed 
dealings, he was in the habit of retiring to a public- 
house, and drinking to intoxication. He was not 
known to have attended any place of worship during 
the whole course of his life, except on occasion of a 
funeral. He had thus grown old in sin, when judgment, 
long delayed, came at last. He was selling his meat, as 
usual, one Lord's-day morning, and had nearly finished 
the forbidden business of the day, when, in a moment, 
he dropped down dead ; and, as he fell, he bad Just time 
to say — " Lord, have mercy on my soul ! " when he 
instantly expired. 

THE duellist's END. 

Me, , from his youth up, had been accustomed to 

place little restrsunt upon bis propensities ; and, avaihng 
himself of the facilities for evil which an extensive pro- 
perty afforded him, he indulged to excess in profligacy 
and dissipation. He is said to have been in company 
with a female of notoriously bad character, some time 
ago, when he was guilty of an outrage which involved 
him at the time in much trouble and expence, and 
which ultimately, it is believed, brought about the 
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catastrophe which closed his career. a related, that 

he went with this female, at a late hour, to an inn in 

L street, with the purpose of spending the night 

there ; hut Mr. , the landlord, alleging the unsea- 

sonahleness of the time, very properly refused to admit 

him into his house. Mr. , after some altercation, 

watching his opportunity, forced himself an entrance, 
pushed down the landlord in the passage, and ahused 
him in a shocking manner, so that he expired soon 

after. For this atrocious outrage, Mr. was tried 

at the ensuing assizes at : hut his punishment 

only extended to an obligation to keep the peace, and 
to provide for the children of the deceased till they 
attained the age of twenty-one years. 

But rarely, perhaps never, does a case of this kind 
escape the punishment due from human justice, without 
judgment being afterwards inflicted more awftdly by 
the hand of Him who saith, " Vengeance belongeth to 
me ; I will repay." Common as it is for the doctrine 
of divine retribution to be forgotten or disputed by men 
of violence, no truth is more strongly supported by the 
laws of revelation and nature. No sooner were the 
waves of the Deluge assuaged, than God assured the 
inhabitants of the new world, that " Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed :*' agreeably 
to which, our Saviour declared, two thousand years after- 
wards, ** With what measure ye mete, it shall be mea- 
sured to you again." How deeply this truth is impressed 
upon the hearts even of barbarians, is clearly evinced by 
the judgment which the ancient inhabitants of Malta 
formed of the character of St. Paul, when the deadly 
viper fastened on his hand. 

About fifteen years after the time when Mr, 
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shed the blood of his " neighhour," he was called to 
bear a woful testimony to the veracity of this doutrine, 
in a way which he little expected. It was as fol- 

A young gentleman paid his addresses Co a niece 

of Mr. 's, and, having gained the affections of the 

young lady, he not only slighted her, but also cast some 

ungenerous imputations upon her family, Mr. 

was exceedingly provoked at this dishonourable conduct 
towards his niece ; and, in the heat of his passion, 
threatened to inflict corporal chastisement on the author 
of her disappointment. The young gentleman, unable 
to brook his menaces, sent him a challenge, which 

Mr. received with great reluctance, requesting 

dme to settle his affairs. Five months were aUowed 
him for that purpose ; at the expiraiion of which, the 
impatient youth sent him notice, that if he refused to 
rneet him at six o'clock in the morning of the following 

Sunday, he would publicly expose him. Mr. , 

accompanied by his friend, met him at the appointed 
place, when the distance was marked out, and both fired 

at the same moment. Mr. , being near-sighted and 

little practised in anns, missed his aim ; but the young 
man, better ekilled in duelling, lodged the contents of 
his pistol in the body of his adversary, who immediately 
fell to the earth with a dreadful groan. The unfortu- 
nate Mr. was conveyed home in great agony, and 

every possible attempt was made to extract the bfdl, but 
without effect. He languished in jnucb torment till the 
Callowing Sunday, when his soul was required of hira. 

The order of God in the punishment of man often 
becomes manifest in the coincidence of circumstances. 
This observation will apply to the present case. The 
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challenge which brought Mr. to his untimely end, 

was dispatched to him from the very house, in whidi, 
many years before, he had inflicted death upon the 
landlord. Into that part of the body in which the land- 
lord received his mortal wound, was the shot of the 
pistol discharged. It was on a Sunday that the pub* 
lican was bereft of life, and on a Simday was the mat' 
dercr called to give an account of the deeds done ia 
the body. 

<< Consider this, ye that forget God ; lest he tear yon 
in pieces, and there be none to deliver." 



PRESUMPTION. 

A LABOURER, employed in a stone-quarry in Toik- 
shire, was much addicted to the profane and awful sin 
of swearing. Many attempts had been made to con- 
vince him of his error, but in vain. Having one day 
fastened to a rope a stone of more than ordinary wei^t, 
the person at the mouth of the quarry observed that he 
feared the rope was not sufEciently strong to bear it. 
The man answered, with a most dreadful oath, *^ Then 
let it crush me to atoms ! " The wretched individual 
had scarcely uttered these words, when the stone fell, 
and hurried his unprepared soul into the presence of 
his offended Maker. 



AN IMPIOUS OATH REALIZED. 

At Tiverton, near Bath, a few days before Christmas, 

1824, Charles was in company with several young 

men at a publicrhouse, when, after getting intoxicated, 
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tliey quarrelled, and Charles, on leaving his companions, 
uttered the dreadful imprecation, " If I ever enter this 
bouae again, I wish God may strike me dead upon the 
spot!" or words to that effect. On Christmas-day, 
however, he entered the same house, and sat down, 
to drink and smoke as usual. When some one re- 
minded him of what he had said a tew days before, 
he made light of it, observing, that Ite did not regard 
that. The words, however, were scarcely uttered, when 
he fell bock in his chair, and instantly expired. 



A FEARFUL PREDICTION, 

A COAL-MERCHANT at TitTgg, in Lincolnshire, had occa- 
sion to send a boat to Barton, with a cargo of coals ; 
and ordered one of his men to take charge of it. As 
the boat was leaving the wharf, a person civiUy accosted 
him, asking him where he was going.—-" I am going to 
hell, and be damned to you," was the impious reply. 
Awfiil to relate, he died suddenly, before he reached 
Barton. 



THE WARNING DESPISED. 

Some time ago, J, M., a miner in the parish of W , 

a young man about eighteen years of age, was severely 
burned in a coal-pit, by one of those explosions of 
inflammable air which often prove destructive. He, how- 
ever, unexpectedly recovered, and, in the space of three 
months, was in a fit state to return to his employment. 
Not improved by his late merciful deliverance from 
death, he soon relapsed into his former wicked manner 
of life ; and, on the Saturday evening previous to the 
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Monday on which he expected to return to his work, he 
agreed with one of his associates in crime to rob a 
neighbouring orchard. He was heard to utter blasphe- 
mous expressions on this occasion, and to invoke the 
curse of that God whose providential care had recently 
preserved him. Little did he think that his awful 
prayer would be shortly answered. But, notice the 
sequel ! While these young depredators were in the act of 
committing the theft, J. M., who had ascended the tree, 
suddenly fell to the ground, the branch on which he 
stood to shake the fruit off, breaking away from the 
stem. The fall not only broke his thigh, but shattered 
his whole frame. In this situation he lay for some 
time, until his wicked companion procured some as- 
sistance to convey him home ; and, on the Tuesday 
following, his soul was summoned to the bar of God. 

^* He that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy," 



THE LIAR AND SWEARER. 

How frequently are these degrading vices joined 
together, and how often are they signally punished: 
yet, in reference to multitudes, the words of Scripture 
are strongly applicable, '* Because sentence against an 
evil work is not executed speedily, therefore is the 
heart of the sons of men ftilly set in them to do evil." 

Thomas Mullins, lately residing with a person named 
Jones, at Beaulieu, in Hampshire, signifying his inten- 
tion of changing his residence, was asked by his land- 
lady to settle her demand of nine shillings, the sum 
which he owed her for rent; upon which, with great 
vehemence, he exclaimed, ** Mrs. Jones, may God strike 
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me dead, if I owe you more than one shilling." The 
words were scarcely uttered, before he dropped down 
and expired. 



At Booth Bank, near Lymm, in Cheshire, lately lived 
a -aian and hia wife, the former of whom was covetous 
and niggardly in the extreme, while the latter was exces- 
sively passionate, and would utter ToUeys of oaths and 
curses, when stirred up to fury. Among other dread- 
ful wishes, she hoped that death ipould not call at their 
house ahea he Kas from home, — and she trusted that it 
would not be long before he was stiff, and in hell! 
With the most unhappy contentions, they draped on 
a miserable existence for many years. On the 9th of 
January, 1891, however, they had some unpleasant 
words, and the wife expressed her determination to leave 
her husband ; and, on bidding him fareweU, she de- 
clared that she would never speak to him again as long 
as she lived. Scarcely had she uttered the words, before 
her speech was taken &om her, and, shortly afterwards, 
she was deprived of the use of one side. In this con- 
dition she continued for three days, little notice being 
taken of her, as her husband considered it nothing more 
than afitofsulkiness, of which there had been previously 
several instances. Finding, however, that it was some- 
thing more than sullenuess or hypocrisy, the man sent 
for the doctor, who advised tliat a pint of brandy should 
be purchased, and the patient should partake of it. 
The prospect of such an expence evidently affected the 
mind of the husband to an alarming degree. He said, 
that he thought half-a-pint would be enough, and asked 
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one of the neighboim if be thought he could get it 
on trust. Although he repeatedly declared that he had 
no money, yet at the inn he produced a pound note ; 
and the landlady ohserved, that on counting the change 
he seemed much agitated. He returned home with the 
hrandy ; hut, to get rid of further expence and trouble, 
he retired into the bam, and, putting a cord round his 
neck, terminated his miserable life. 

The day after the husband was bujied, the wretched 
wife also breathed her last. She had never spok^ 
after the day of her seizure : but apparently suffered the 
most excruciating torment, and at length died without 
any visible manifestation of acquaintanoe with her con- 
dition. 

On examining the clothes of the imhappy man, after 
he was cut down, six pounds were Ibund in bank notes, 
and twenty shillings in silver. Twelve other notes were 
concealed in the lining of his waistcoat ; and in an old 
box were found ninety guineas in gold, besides sev^ 
pounds in silver, all carefully wrapped together, probably 
in twenty parcels, some tied in old rags, others in paper, 
covered with shavings and various lumber. The poor 
wretch had left behind him upwards of a thousand 
pounds in money, and a small estate that lets for nearly 
forty pounds per annum ; which property, as he had no 
children, was divided among his relatives. 

We can scarcely conceive of any thing more awfiil 
than the sudden meeting of two such spirits in another 
world. 



THE PLAYERS, 

records a very ireadftil example of 
God's righteous judgment upon a company of profane 
wretches, who, in a tragedy, intended to att the death of 
Christ upon the cross. He who acted the soldier's part, 
instead of piercing a bladder full of blood, which was 
concealed under the garment of the man who personated 
Christ, wounded him to death; and his body, falling 
down from the cross, killed him who (in disguise) acted 
the part of tlie woman who stood wailing under the 
cross. The brother of him who was first slain, slew 
the spearman ; and, for slaying him, was hanged, by 
order of the authorities. 



JUDGMEKT AND MERCY. 

A MAN named M' Dougall, who had been a soldier, 
and early in life a member of the Methodist Society, by 
being separated front religious friends, and giving way 
to the numerous teEoplations with which he was sur- 
rounded in the army when abroad, had gradually back- 
slidden from the ways of righteousness, and was become, 
at last, grossly wicked. At the time when he returned 
to England, and was settled at Chelsea with a small 
pension, he seemed whoUy destitute of religious feeling. 
Being extremely poor, himself and his wife endeavoured 
to augment their scanty pittance, by making matches. 
It happened that a charitable lady in the neighbourhood 
gave M'Dougali's wife regular orders for matches, 
desiring that they should be made very neatly, and 
amply remunerating them hy giving them money and 
id. &r exceedii^ the value of the matches. 
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On one occasion, the woman observed to her husband, 
that the matches he was then making for the lady were 
not sufRciently neat. He tried to make others better, 
but she still affirmed they would not do. On her repeat- 
ing this several times, M' Dougall became exasperated, 
threw the wood and knife from him, and said^ ** I wish 
my right arm may rot off from my shoulder, if ever 
I make another match." His wife immediately remon- 
strated with him on so rash and profisme a declaration ; 
but he scoffed at her, and said, " Let me have none of 
your Methodist nonsense." However, as he had uttered 
so direfrd a wish, she endeavoured to dissuade him 
from making more matches, and removed the wood and 
knives out of the way. It was all to no purpose, how- 
ever ; for, on the next morning, he began to work again 
at his usual employment, and continued to do so on 
that and the following day. When he began to work 
on the third morning, he felt a violent pain in his right 
arm, which increased so much that he went to a surgeon, 
from whom he obtained advice and an embrocation. 
But the remedies applied were unavailing: the arm 
soon swelled very much, and three large wounds appeared 
in it. He then gained admission into St. Geoige's Hos- 
pital, and was told, that, unless his arm was inmiediately 
amputated, he must die. When he heard this, he was 
alarmed : the possibility of his dying, even after the 
amputation, aroused his sleeping conscience ; — his sins 
stood in array before him ; and they were as a sore 
burden, intolerable to be borne. In this state he 
attempted to pray, and felt encouragement : the fervour 
of his petitions for mercy increased ; he became importu- 
nate ; and there appeared reasons, from his own state- 
ment, to hope that he was heard. He was delivered 
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from the load of his accumulated guilt, and rejoiced in 
an humble assurance of the mercy of that God from 
whom he had bo awfully revolted. When he was first 
visited by a pious person in the hospital, his miiid was 
in an agony, partly fi'om fear of the amputation, and 
partly from the terrors of a guilty conscience. His arm, 
as the visiter saw, woa in a shodting state, much swelled, 
and covered with large and deep wounds, insomuch, that 
it might be said to be really "rotting off," When the 
same person visited him a second time, a great change 
had taken place in his mind. As soon as he saw the 
visiter, he exclaimed, " God is with me ; I am happy ; 
I believe my sins are forgiven. My arm has been 
taken off: and the Lord so supported me under the 
operation, that I felt but little pain." 

M' Dougall soon recovered, and came out of the hos- 
pital ; but the days of his appointed time upon earth 
were nearly completed : for, after he had been at home 
a day or two, he caught a fever, of which he died in 
a short period. 

With the pious writer fi^m whom the above is taken, 
we might be led to conclude that every reader, on perus- 
ing this account, would say — " Is not this a brand 
plucked from the fire? " Does it not teach us the sin 
and presumption of uttering rash and impious impreca- 
tions? May we not, in such a case, warrantably recolleet, 
not for the purpose of censuring others, but for the sake 
of admonishing ourselves, those words of the psabnist — 
" The Lord fa known by the judgment which he exe* 
cuteth!" 
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FALSEHOOD AND DISHONESTY. 

The following is a copy of an inscription npon one 
side of tlic building erected by Lord Sidmouth, in the 
market-place of the borough of Devizes. 

" TTie Mayor and Corporation of Devizes, avail 
themselves of the stability of this building, to transmit 
to future times, the record of an awful event which 
occurred in this market-place in the year 1753, hoping 
that such record may serve as a salutary warning 
against the danger of impiously invoking divine ven- 
geance, or of calling on the holy name of God, to con- 
ceal the devices of falsehood and fraud. 

On Tuesday, 25th of January, 1753, 

RUTH PIERCE, 

of Pottem, in this county, 

agreed with three other women to buy a sack of wheat 

in the market, each paying her due proportion 

towards the same. 

One of the women, in collecting the several quotas of 

money, discovered a deficiency, and demanded of 

Ruth Pierce the sum which was wanting 

to make good the amount. 

Ruth Pierce protested that she had paid her share, 

and said, she wished she might drop down dead if she 

had not : — she rashly repeated this awful wish ; — 

when, to the consternation and terror of the surrounding 

multitude, she instantly fell down and expired, 

having the money concealed in her hand ! " 



THE BROKEN LIMB. 

At W — , in the county of Cambridge, lived Mr. S — , 
the latter period of whose life was a scene of blasphemous 



profligacy and drunkenness, even to a proverb ; so that 
in the autumn of 1813, he repeatedly declared he had 
disposed of himself, both body and soul, to the devU, 
who would fetch him away before the winter was over. 

The judgment of the Almighty, however, was not 
long delayed. On a Saturday night, while returning 
from market, he fell down in the midst of the snow, and 
broke one of hia legs. His companions, finding he was 
hurt, but not aware that any hones were broken, put him 
into hia cart, and, when they arrived at the end of the 
town, left him to drive himself home. Being no longer 
under control, and being inspired with the liquor he had 
drunk, he got upon the ground, and walked, until the 
bone came through the flesh, in which state, he entered 
his house, and, taking the dangling foot in his hand, 
stirred the fire with his toe. The heat thawed the frozen 
limb, and he soon underwent excruciating torture. A 
surgeon was then summoned, who declared the leg must 
be taken off. As he was not willing to suffer amputa- 
tion, another surgeon was sent for ; but, before he 
arrived, a mortification had commenced; and the wretched 
sinner breathed out his last momenta in the frantic hor- 
rors of a tormented conscience, blaspheming Grod. Such 
was the awful state in which be expired before the mor- 
ning light. " The wicked was (indeed) driven away in 
his wickedness." 



THE LAST HOURS OF AN INFIDEL WHO BURNT HIS 
BIBLE. 

The following well-authentieated narrative is a pow- 
erful dissuasive from the sin of despising the word and 
the testimony. The minister who visited the unhappy 
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subject of the narrative in his last moments, was the 
Rev. Mr. Coombs, of Manchester. 

" On Lord's day, October 24th, 1819," (says the 
Rev. gentleman,) I was called to visit a poor man in 
Manchester. He was described to me as dying in the 
most distressing agonies of mind. I found him in M 
possession of his mental Acuities, but much agitated 
and alarmed by a sense of his great sinfulness and 
approaching misery. For this, I was at no loss to 
account, when I learned, partly from himself and partly 
from his neighbours, the following particulars of his 
history. He had been accustomed from his childhood 
to reverence the institutions of religion — to read the 
word of Gk>d, and attend his worship. Regular in his 
habits, and moral in his deportment, he had generally 
maintained a fSedr character. About six months before 
the time at which I saw him, he had been deprived of 
his wife by death. To suppress the sorrow occasioned 
by this loss, he went frequently to a public house : there 
he found companions, whose mirth caused him to forget, 
for a moment, his troubles. At first, he was surprised 
and shocked by their profaneness ; but he soon proved, 
that *' evil communications corrupt good manners." 
These men were infidels; and it was not long before 
they persuaded their new associate to imitate their ex- 
ample in abandoning the profession, and casting off the 
restraints, of religion. On Sunday mornings, they met 
to encourage each other in all manner of wickedness : 
and on one of these occasions, according to previous 
agreement, they committed their Bibles to the flames, 
and vowed never again to enter a place of religious 
worship. * All this,* said the wretched man, * did well 
enough while I was in health, and could keep off the 
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thoughts of death.' Now, however, he was stretched 
on a bed of sickness ; and conscious of his near approach 
to eternity : in this state, forced to reflection, his guilt 
and danger excited the utmost horror and alarm ; despair 
had taken iiill possession of his mind. When I spoke 
to him of the mercy and forgiveness which tlie most 
heinous offenders are encouraged to seek through the 
mediation of a Redeemer, he hastily exclaimed, 'What's 
the use of talking to me about mercy '' When entreated, 
again and again, to behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world, he said, ' I tell 
you it is of no use now : 'tis too late ; 'tia too late.' 
In reply to my exliortation to pray, he said, ' Oh ! I 
could pray once; but now I can't pray.' Two men 
having entered the room, whom I understood to have 
been leaders in the guilty company by which this poor 
man had been deluded, he hastily turned his face away 
from them with obvious disgust and terror ; and, after 
they had addressed to liim some blustering expressions 
by which they hoped to rally his spirits, he raised him- 
self in his bed, lifted up his hands, and, in the most 
deliberate and solemn manner called on God Almighty 
to blast those wretches to all eternity! They almost 
immediately left the apartment, uttering a profusion of 
oaths. Some time afterwards, three others of the 
wicked men entered, and occasioned a repetition of the 
imprecations, which it waa impossible for any to hear 
without shuddering. After I had been with him two 
hours, (during which time he frequently repeated such 
expressions as have been stated,) he became quite 
indifferent to what was said to him, rolling about in his 
bed, and now and then ejaculating, ' My Bible! oh, my 
Bible !' His eyes were for several minutes fixed on me, 
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but be seemed not to bear the questions and entreaties 
which I continued to address to him. He then con- 
cealed his face, by turning it to the pillow; and after 
remaining in this position perhaps a quarter of an hour, 
his whole frame became violently convulsed ; he groaned, 
and then again was still ; and, while I was speaking to 
the bystanders, he expired !" 

** It is a fearful thing to &11 into the hands of the 
living God, even when his wrath is kindled but a little." 



THE PUNISHMENT OF PRIDE. 

Simon Tournay affords a memorable and affecting 
illustration of that Scripture, " Professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools.** In 1201, after he had 
outgone all at Oxford in learning, and had become so 
eminent at Paris, as to be made the chief doctor of the 
Sorbonne, he grew so puffed with pride, as to hold Aris- 
totle superior to Moses and Christ, and yet but equal to 
himself! At last he grew such an idiot, as not to know 
one letter in a book, or to recollect one thing he had ever 
done. (See Crew's Survey ofComwaU, p. 59.) 



AN EXAMPLE OF DIVINE WRATH. 

Galerius, the Roman emperor, has been appro- 
priately called " the soul of all cruelty." After having 
endured, in this life, the most grievous afflictions, he was 
arrested by the hand of God, and taken to give an 
account of his unparalleled atrocities. His inward parts 
were seized with insufferable pain; ulcers and cancers 
spread themselves into his very bowels ; the bottom of 
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his abdomen was laid open, and his bowels protruded ; 
vermin rioted on his flesh, and he became a mass of 
rottenness. His upper parts were exhausted and dried 
up like a skeleton, while beneath he was swelled like 
a bladder. Together with the pains of bodily disease, 
he was racked with the horrors of a guilty conscience, 
on accoimt of his conduct towards the Christians : and 
hoping that his miseries might be alleviated by their 
intercession with their God, he published an edict in 
their fevour. After lingering under the violence of 
his disorder for a considerable time, this impious and 
wretched man at length expired in the year 311, a fear- 
^1 testimony to the fact, that, to his enemies, ^* our 
God is a consuming Are.*' 



THE END OF IMPIETY. 

DiocLESiAN, who had been compelled by Galerius to 
resign the imperial dignity, retired to his native ob- 
scurity, where he lived long enough to see his wicked 
designs blasted, all his ambitious wishes frustrated, and 
his authority trampled in the dust* Under the agony 
of the severest disappointments, and beneath the vin- 
dictive hand of Heaven, he could neither eat nor sleep, 
but sighed and groaned, and, rolling about on the groimd, 
seemed racked by a thousand furies. At last he died 
of madness, having fallen, as an enemy of righteousness, 
into the hands of the living God. This awfiil warning 
happened in 312. 
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AN IMPIOUS BOASTER. 

The late Rev. John Johnson, of Manchester, was m 
the hahit of making frequent excursions to the neigh- 
bourhood of Wigan, to preach the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. In some of these commendable visits of mercy, 
the wrath of man and the interposing providence of God 
were remarkably displayed. 

At Chorley, his life was endangered: for, the first 
time that he preached there, in the public streets, a man 
threw at him, with great violence, a bone which weighed 
more than two pounds, but which, however, he happily 
escaped. Having again announced his intention of 
preaching there, the same person prepared for more 
violent disturbance. In the former part of the day, 
he paraded the streets, mocking the preacher, and pro- 
mising the rabble fine sport in the evening. At the 
appointed time, Mr. Johnson appeared, and entered 
upon the service. Just as the riot was commencing, 
a number of colliers came up, who were expected to join 
in the tumult. Having heard a few sentences, however, 
they disappointed the hopes of the turbulent, by appre- 
hending their ringleader, dragging him into a stable, and 
there making him prisoner ; after which, they returned, 
and listened to the remainder of the sermon in a peace- 
able manner. The unhappy man was so irritated by 
his disappointment, that he contemplated more effectual 
measures. Some days afterwards, coming out of the 
country, he overtook a person driving an empty cart ; 
when he got into it, and began to boast what he would 
do to the preacher, if he should come again. After 
talking indignantly and profanely on this subject, he 
laid himself down in the cart, and apparently fell asleep. 
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The driver being arrived in the town, called and shook 
him, in order to awake him; but behold, the persecutor 

" If I whet my ghttering sword," says God, " and 
minehandtakeholdonjttiijmenf, I will render vengeance 
to mine i 



INHUMANITY PUNISHED. 

Towards the end of the year 1800, a vessel of about 
250 tons, laden with timber from Memel, waa overtaken 
by a tremendous storm. The master, finding it was 
impossible, but with the utmost hazard of their lives, to 
proceed on their course, determined, if possible, to run 
into Sunderland roads. But, in attempting to accomplish 
this, hi consequence of the narrowness of the mouth of 
the harbour, and the ship's running into broken water, 
they unfortunately overran the bar. Nothing now 
appeared to await them but inevitable destruction. The 
storm continued to rage with unabating fiiry, while reefs 
of rocks which begird that dangerous coast, were seen 
ready to receive them. Several vessels had already 
gone ashore ; others were entirely wrecked, many from 
among the crews finding a watery grave. By a tempes- 
tuous surge, the vessel iu question was cast upon a clus- 
ter of rocks, which, forcing their way through the bottom, 
of course rendered it impossible that she again should 
lighten. By the violence of the concussion, some of the 
mariners were precipitated into the merciless deep ; but 
the remainder, among whom was the master, after con- 
tinuing on the wreck a considerable time, were, on a 
partial abatement of the storm, providentially delivered 
from their perilous situation. On the following day. 
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the stonn hAving eubsided, fome of the inhabitants (as 
is usual after any vessels have been driven on shore or 
wrecked) descended to the beach, for the purpose of 
performing the last rites for such of their fellow-creatures 
whose dead bodies lay on the shore, demanding thdr 
natural sympathies, and a Christian burial. Among 
others, were the dead bodies of those who had been lost 
from the vessel of which we have spoken ; and these 
were soon recognized by their surviving shipmates. 
Such, however, was the sordid-mindedness, or brutality, 
or both, of the unfeeling master, that he refused to own 
the relics of his men, and, with oaths and curses, per- 
sisted in denying them. This conduct may appear sin- 
grular ; but, by refusing to acknowledge them, he saved 
the expence the parish would have charged on him for 
their interment. Such a proceeding, however, did not 
pass unnoticed by his fellow men; neither, it would 
appear, did it escape the cognizance of Him ''whose 
eyes run to and fro in the earth, beholding the evil and 
the good." 

After this unnatural behaviour, he proceeded, with his 
men, to endeavour to remove the timber from his vessel. 
The tide having ebbed, the vessel was left nearly, or 
quite, dry. Having descended between decks, they 
perceived that the timber, by the heeling of the vessel, 
was heaped on one side. The master, observing that 
one man evinced a degree of timidity, lest he should 
hazard himself by poising the timber, seized the hand- 
spike from his hand, and, in a rage, demanded, with an 
oath, if he was fearful of going to hell before his time ? 
The impious question was but just uttered, before the 
timber he was attempting to move, fell from its position, 
and caught him by the thighs, driving him against some 
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other pieces with a weight which must have ftuctured 
both his legs. His case now became truly piteous : for 
the deck being above him, it was impossible to raise the 
timber by which to extricate him. The tide had already 
begun to flow, and as no time could be lost, his crew 
exerted every possible effort to rescue him, but in vain. 
The tide flowed fast ; and, howcTer unwillingly, they 
were at length compelled to abandon him to his fate. 
Burdened Tiith the load of a guilty conscience, and 
groaning beneatli the pains of broken limbs, and the 
heavy pressure of an enormous weight, still lying upon 
him, he lay, until, by degrees, the water rising higher 
and higher, put a period to bis mortal existence. 



THE PARRICIDE. 

Some time since, a man and his wife were executed at 
AugsbuTgh, for murder, the discovery of which, after a 
long lapse of time, plainly illustrates the omniscience of 
the Deity. 

The male criminal, whose name was Winerze, was 
originally of Nuremberg ; but ho removed to Augsburgh 
ill 1788, and followed the profession of the law. In 
this city, he became intimate with the family of Mr. Glegg, 
to whose daughter he paid his addresses ; but as the old 
man did not sanction his visits, he contrived to meet the 
daughter by stealth, seduced her, and then persuaded 
her, as the only means of removing the grand obstacle to 
their union, to administer poison to her father. Their 
horrid plan succeeded : no suspicions were entertained ; 
and their marriage put bim in possession of the father's 
wealth. During a period of twenty-one years, they were 
externally happy, but, in secret, a prey to the keenest 
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remorse. At length, unable any longer to endure the 
load of guilt, the wife confessed the crime she had been 
prevailed on to commit; the husband was forthwith 
apprehended ; and both suffered the penalty of an igno- 
minious death. 



FINIS, 
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